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Over 70 years of  quality service
A local, family company

BENBOW BROS
Tree Care Specialists

• Felling
• Tree Surgery

• Hedge Cutting
• Stump Removal

• Storm Damage Trees
• Care of Specimen Trees

• Year Round Site Clearance

Telephone: 01939 200242
Email: enquiries@benbowbrothers.co.uk

www.benbowbrothers.co.uk
Benbow Brothers (Timber) Ltd, 

The Lodge, Lee Brockhurst, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5SA

Tel: 01939 200242

Free Estimates  •  Full Insurance



3

The Wemian Team
Editors:  
Sally and Andy Wood
Treasurer: 
Bob Dibben
Proofreader / Asst. Editor:
Grace Wood 
Churches:
Peter Turner

Contact us:
editor@thewemian.co.uk
treasurer@thewemian.co.uk

Website:
www.thewemian.co.uk

Please visit the website to view previ-
ous editions, see advertising details, 
send us a message and upload articles.

Follow us on Twitter:
@TheWemian

Disclaimer:
The articles and images available in The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
ter account are for informational purposes only. 
The opinions expressed at or through The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
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tions, meetings and events advertised within The 
Wemian are not necessarily endorsed or recom-
mended by The Wemian. Unless otherwise notified 
The Wemian will appear on www.thewemian.co.uk 
as a pdf file exactly as it appears in printed form.

THANKS TO RICHARD FROM
www.activecomp.co.uk

FOR HOSTING THE WEBSITE

From the Editors
We find ourselves in the strangest of times.  
As we write, we are in the sixth week of na-
tional lockdown.  Friends and family remain 
in their own homes and we gaze wistfully 
outside, looking forward to the days when 
we will all be together again.  

To coin a phrase, so often used of late, we 
are indeed ‘living through unprecedented 
times’.  They are times in which the commu-
nity has pulled together to support others, 
whether through shopping for others, phone 
calls, rainbow paintings or the weekly Thurs-
day evening ‘Clap for Key Workers’.  Each 
week we go out to our doorstep and clap 
along, the sounds from households across 
Wem carrying far and wide.  Wem has truly 
‘come together’ whilst we are all apart.  

Whilst we await further developments and 
changes to lockdown, we echo the govern-
ment’s message to the nation.  Stay Home.    
Protect the NHS.  Save Lives. We extend our 
warmest and deepest thanks to our incred-
ible NHS for all that is being done to care 
both for those with Covid-19, and for all oth-
ers, whatever their need.  In the meantime, 
look after yourselves and support each other 
through these tough times.

This edition is online only and we will bring 
you another online edition in the next few 
weeks.  If you would like to contribute to the 
next online Wemian, please get in contact 
and send your contributions to us by 8th June.

 Sally and Andy
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Wem Cricket Club
What a time we are all having with the Covid-19 virus pandemic! On March 18th, the 
England Cricket Board directed that “following the Government’s latest advice around 
social distancing, it is with sadness and reluctance that we recommend that all forms of 
recreational cricket are, for now, suspended”. Working on our ground to prepare for the 
possibility of the game resuming sometime later in the summer was allowed, but only 
if strict social distancing was observed.  As a community-based club, we are conscious 
that this period is very difficult for small businesses. Where you can, we would like to 
encourage our members to shop locally and support local small businesses – many of 
whom support us as sponsors.
 
With no cricket to report, this article therefore is another in the series of ‘noteworthy 
people who have played for the club’. In 1993, Richard Shepherd, a young New Zea-
lander, came over to play for us as an opening bat and left arm spinner. Richard proved 
to be a popular member of the club and enjoyed a successful season in our colours. In 
a reciprocal arrangement, one of our most promising young players, Martin Gaunt went 
over that winter to play for Richard’s club, Weymouth CC in South Auckland. Weymouth 
was a very progressive club and whilst over there, Martin helped with the coaching of 
their 26 junior teams on three weekday nights. Martin certainly improved as a player 
over there, and was to spend four winters down under over a seven year period. After a 
particularly good performance in a local Cup Final, he was invited to join Manurewa CC, 
a local club to Weymouth but one which played in a higher standard of cricket.

Martin’s time at Weymouth resulted in three of his teammates, Aubrey Inson, Scott 
Purdie (who had been on the books of Glamorgan CCC) and a promising young pace 
bowler called Daryl Tuffey joining Richard at Wem in 1996 – one was to go on and be-
come a New Zealand Test cricketer!

Daryl Raymond Tuffey was born in Milton, Otago on 
11th June 1978. He played his domestic cricket for 
Northern District Knights (for whom he debuted in 
1997), and made his Test debut v Australia in 1999 
(a mere three years after playing for Wem), unfor-
tunately taking 0-127 in the match. He was to take 
his first test wickets in his next match v South Africa 
when he took 3-38.

In all, he made 26 Test appearances for New Zealand, 
scoring 427 runs at an average of 16.42 with a top 
score of 80 not out.  Primarily considered as a bowler, 
he took 77 wickets at an average of 31.75. 

As well as Test honours he represented his country in 
94 ODIs, taking 110 wickets and 3 appearances in T20s 
taking three wickets. 
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There were certainly ups and downs with his bowling 
in international cricket. In his first full Test series 
he got 16 wickets against Pakistan, with a person-
al best of 6-54 (match figures 7-77) in the final Test 
which won him the Man of the Match award. He won 
another MOM award with career best ODI figures of 
4-24, also against Pakistan. Yet another notable per-
formance was match figures of 8-53 in a home Test 
series v India in 2002/03.

A penchant for taking wickets in his first over open-
ing the bowling in a game gained him an enviable 
reputation, achieving the feat 14 times in 11 sep-
arate matches, six times in Test matches and eight 
times in ODIs.

Conversely in 2009, he conceded the most runs in a 
single over in an ODI at that time, 30, all scored by 

Australian captain Ricky Ponting, and suffered bowling a 14 ball over v Australia in 
2005, conceding 16 runs.   

In 1996, captained by the leg-
endary Brian Perry, Wem CC 
finished half way in the Shrop-
shire League First Division. 
Daryl didn’t have much luck in 
the early part of the season, 
tending to bowl a ‘New Zea-
land length’ which resulted 
in much playing and missing 
by the batsmen but not many 
wickets. As his knowledge of 
Shropshire wickets improved, 
he benefited from bowling a 
slightly fuller length which resulted in better yields. The club found him a slightly shy, 
personable character, a great club man, and a valuable member of the junior coaching 
team.

Daryl finished his international cricket career in 2010. He kindly donated one of his 
first Test shirts to the club, and this is proudly framed and displayed in the clubhouse. 
Now 41 years old and a family man, he is still in regular contact with club members via 
social media. We are proud to call him one of our own, and hope the club played some 
small part in his development towards becoming an international cricketer.

Graham Furber
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News from St Peter’s CE Primary School

At St Peter’s CE Primary we don’t let a school closure stop us from learning. The chil-
dren who are working from home have been using the online platform Seesaw to com-
municate with their teachers and to show them the wonderful activities they have been 
getting up to at home. Take a look …
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Physical Health and Mobility
 

With schools and leisure facilities closed and many of us spending more 
time at home, it is more important than ever that we keep moving and stay 
healthy and positive.  The resources below can help us with exercise which 
in turn can make us feel happier, more energised and more optimistic.

Cosmic Kids Yoga Youtube video: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
Yoga, mindfulness and relaxation designed specifically for kids aged 3+, used in schools 
and homes all over the world
 
Joe Wicks – P.E. with Joe, Youtube Video: 
https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html
Join Joe Wicks, the Body Coach, every day for a home workout    aimed at kids
Monday to Friday 9am on Youtube The Body Coach TV

Energize – Movement, learning, active blasts and wellbeing resources: 
https://www.energizestw.org.uk/energize-resources
Links to a wide range of free resources which can be used at home to improve our 
physical and mental wellbeing.

AOC Sport – Resources to keep active dur-
ing the coronavirus: 
https://www.aocsport.co.uk/news-cs/re-
sources-to-keep-active-during-the-corona-
virus/
 Links to organisations, including some col-
leges who have collated free online con-
tent suitable for students and staff while at 
home
 
Les Mills on Demand At Home Workouts 
(free resource): 
https://watch.lesmillsondemand.com/at-
home-workouts
Temporary free site with over 100 workouts 
to do at home to keep fit and healthy while 
gym and exercise facilities are closed.  In-
cludes a range of video classes from mind-
fulness, dance fitness, martial arts inspired 
body combat and high intensity training for 
improving strength and fitness
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Wem Swimming and Lifestyle Centre
We have of course closed the pool and gym. The staff have been put on furlough and 
we are making up the difference. We have done what we can to reduce our expenditure 
and there is a government grant that we can access. In the short term we can survive 
but how long this will last – all depends on how long we are in lockdown – let us hope it 
is not too long yet long enough to remove the threat of this pandemic!!
So how can we maintain fitness while the centre is closed?

Firstly, our two resident trainers, Tom Garbett and Milly Deer, who run Go Rogue Fit-
ness in house are offering their online sessions free for the duration of the shutdown, 
see https://www.facebook.com/pg/GoRogueFitness1/about/?ref=page_internal. Karen 
says not to forget aquafit over the period. Aqua aerobics is suspended during the lock-
down, and to compensate for its absence look to online aerobics sessions. Be careful, 
though.

I have, as an older, ‘at risk’ person been trying to set up for myself an exercise routine 
to replace my regular swimming sessions. Not at all easy.  A recent study suggested that 
self motivation is difficult to maintain without being in a group with its social benefits. 
Regular and sustained exercise can lead to feeling of elation afterwards which will leave 
you wanting to repeat it. I normally swim three times a week at the pool as a Masters 
swimmer. These sessions are often followed by a swift half turning an hour’s swimming 
into much more of an event.

To maintain fitness in the absence of swimming I have, with some difficulty, started a 
self-motivated, isolated, fitness regime under lockdown. I have split it into three parts. 

For day one. For years I have done an on off-session of push ups and sit ups and stretch-
ing exercises which goes back to the days when I did what was then called Olympic 
Gymnastics - now Artistic. Nelson Mandela, as an ex-boxer, incarcerated in Robyn Island, 
had an astonishing daily routine of 45 minutes running on the spot, 100 push ups, 200 
sit ups, knee bends and callisthenics. He maintained a reduced version of this until his 
death at 95.  For myself I have found over the years that I can no longer do press ups, 
so do the easier version on my knees. I am also weak pushing above my head, so do this 
with light weights, and no longer have good balance. Older swimmers in competitions 
are notorious for having difficulty with starting blocks, getting up on them or wobbling 
when there! I have an IKEA hop up which I use to maintain balance by stepping up and 
down them as many times as I remember.

The point here is that you need to be aware as an older person of where your weakness-
es are and to do something about it. Unless you have and can afford very good personal 
coach you have to do some self analysis.  Be careful not to overdo it and pull something. 
On the other hand, aches and pains that tell you not to do it may go after a few initial 
sessions.

On the second day I am following the Max Whitlock Workout. (Five times Olympic gold in 
gymnastics). You can find this on YouTube. I am working to his book, of the same name.  
Here he has developed a series of exercises based on the sofa and cushion crunches.  
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These are really easy but even at its lowest level is really effective. There is a version 
of this at,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1r2HonvqUo

For the  third day I have dusted off the road bike I bought five years ago and rarely used 
since. The roads are clear, without cars and you can hear birdsong. Then a rest day.

This is my personal attempt to respond to lockdown. You may already have your own 
version, perhaps following another online routine, perhaps running, walking, yoga. The 
Whitlock method of using domestic space is good though, and invent exercises that are 
good for you whether you are a lane swimmer, fast or slower, or just do widths, or reg-
ularly work out in the gym.

Malcolm Adkins
April 2020

GOING VIRAL 2020
By Sue Jamieson 

In these uncertain days of germs and social isolation 
When fear and panic grip the hearts of each and every nation 

With toilet rolls worth more than gold and hand gel gone extinct 
And flour, if ever spotted, has vanished in a blink

Don’t be that greedy stockpiler, just thinking of yourself 
Leave supplies for other guys, not an empty shelf.

Don’t trample that old person as you grab the final crumb
Stand aside 2 metres and make sure they get some

Wear gloves and masks in public and do not touch your face
If someone else is near you, do not invade their space

But most important - wash your hands, when you step through your door
Sing happy birthday two times through and wash your hands some more

Put rainbows in your windows, a constant sign of hope
A symbol that together we will find the strength to cope

Each Thursday night at 8pm we show appreciation 
And clap for carers everywhere, the heroes of our nation

Coronavirus came along and stopped life in it’s tracks
So take this time to free your mind and let yourself relax

Life has reached a standstill, like a wound down clockwork train
Oh how we long for freedom and to see our friends again

So while we’re all in lockdown, take advantage of the chance
To see the beauty in your life and laugh and sing and dance.
As no-one’s going to see you, you can spend life in the nude

Just be sure to put some clothes on if you venture out for food.

Embrace the social media for keeping us in touch
With those we love and care for, the ones we miss so much

Someday in the future, we’ll all have a tale to tell
But meanwhile please remember Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay Well
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Wem Art Society Still Celebrates!
50th year anniversary
When I first submitted this article to the Wemian I had no idea that Coronavirus Cov-
id-19 would have such a devastating effect on our country and way of life. I was keen 
to focus on the celebration and joy that art can bring to our lives. On reflection, that 
hasn’t changed as there is still much to feel positive about. We are so lucky in Wem 
to have such a strong community bond. Much of that is evident in the many societies 
active in the town.  Wem Art Society is one of those. This year we believe that we can 
celebrate our 50th anniversary. We pride ourselves on being a thriving, welcoming and 
joyful group, always keen to help and encourage one another.

The Art Society flourishes
Yvonne Dixon (Wood) was a founder member and remains an enthusiastic and creative 
contributor. Yvonne and Pat France started up an art group, meeting in a variety of ven-
ues including The White Horse and the Youth Club before settling in at Wem Senior Club 
where we still meet on Tuesday afternoons. Yvonne has memories of many members 
from the early days and talks fondly of characters like Peggy and Bill Blackmore. But the 
generations move on and new members are joining every year, contributing their own 
personal skills and interests.

Getting creative
As you might expect our group is very creative and, though we still value and enjoy tra-
ditional art techniques and media, we are also very keen to learn and share new ideas. 
To facilitate this we hold regular workshops. A very popular one, coloured pencil work, 
has been repeated by our current secretary Sarah Jones. We also had a session focused 
on the possibilities of collage led by Rosemary Foster. Sharing ideas and experiences are 
valuable ways of expanding our talents; with this in mind we have annual visits to dif-
ferent art galleries. Later this year we still plan to visit the Lowry Centre in Manchester.

Why not try some art too
The Whit holiday week is normally when we hold out annual exhibition in the church 
hall. We are disappointed that it can no longer take place and our weekly meetings are 
suspended too. However this will not stop us from doing our art work, even though it 
has to be in isolation. This may be the perfect opportunity for you to have a try at some 
art. You need very little equipment – a pencil and piece of paper is a good starting point. 
Perhaps you enjoyed art at school but have done nothing since. So dig out those old 
paints and crayons and have some fun. Some have likened the current crisis to WW2. 
Many prisoners of war took to art to pass the time and to express their hopes and fears 
and to illustrate the value they placed on friendship. 

Wem Art Society on Facebook
As a society we are constantly evolving and endeavour to keep up with new technology. 
Thanks to John Ball and Sarah Jones we have just started a Wem Art Society Facebook 
page which will pass on information and show some of our work. We’re really hoping 
that you will be inspired to come and join us for a free trial session. So keep a look-out 
for us!
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MAXIMISE YOUR IMMUNITY LEVELS
Arming yourself with good immunity levels is your best defence against Covid-19 if you 
do happen to get it. It could make the difference between a mild infection and a very 
serious potentially terminal illness.
• Get your nutrition right; a balanced diet using natural fresh food.
• Plenty of regular daily exercise in fresh air.
• Avoid sleep deprivation.
• Conquer depression. Get positive and optimistic. Socialise (not easy now!).
• Don’t over use antibiotics.
• If you smoke, stop. There is a de-stress element here too! 
With reference to stress, this is probably the biggest hit to your immunity! In recent 
decades, our standard of living has risen very considerably for the majority of people 
but along with that stress levels have risen too. What with volatile weather, Brexit and 
now Covid-19, stress levels are going “through the roof” for a lot of our population.

Keep smiling and stay as happy as you possibly can. 
Brock

Quiz time
At Christmas we get together for a festive lunch. Peter Faulknall never fails to find 
amusing anecdotes for us and Ivan James prepares a quiz. I thought that you might 
enjoy having a go at one of them so it appears on pages 22-23 for you. It’s all about 
Wem street names so it’s really fun to do!
 

Our Calendars
We’ve been really pleased with our 2020 calendar which was produced for a second 
year.  Local businesses have generously supported us and their donations have been 
given directly to the Mayor’s Charity. Thank you to everyone who has bought a calen-
dar.  We are in the process of getting a 2021 calendar ready for sale at the end of the 
year and this will feature more local Wem scenes.

Why not join us
We currently have a membership of 27 with an average 19 members in attendance 
each week. We are a very relaxed and friendly group and our Tuesday meetings are 
enjoyable and not in the slightest bit intimidating!  All ability levels are valued, en-
couraged and welcomed.  So how about giving us a call? Or find us on Facebook. Our 
meetings are held in the Senior Club each Tuesday during term time, 1.30 – 4pm. We 
look forward to hearing from you.    Sarah can be reached on 07775 574805                                       

Rosemary Foster
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Get crafty with this handbag tissue cover from 
Jane Case of STACS

For details of STACS meetings, see page 16

MINUTE 
MATHS 

PUZZLES

40
half 
of it +4 ÷3 x6 +1 Double 

it +1 ÷9 x3 =

12 x6 -3 1/3 of 
this -2 2/3 of 

this x3 ÷7 +9 Double it =

112 ÷7 x by 
itself - 8 25% of 

this x5 half of 
this +1 ÷13 x3 =

Easy

Advanced

Moderate
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Finding Strength and Immunity through Inner 
Knowing in our Time of Crisis

By Hilary Canto 
Spiritual Teacher - Nutrition, Sound & Energy Healing 

& Bach Flower Therapy 

We are living in times of great change as our communities and nations globally experi-
ence a viral war on humanity. With unprecedented lockdown creating fear, anxiety and 
chaos, it is astounding when previous pandemics did not create such a level of panic to 
lock down the world. We got on with it and we built immunity.

So perhaps we need to step back with our moments of quietude and look deeply into 
our inner selves to see what this situation really means for us individually and collec-
tively.

We hold inside our hearts a spark of intelligence - our inner light & love, which is God 
within us. It is the part of us that knows what to do when a crisis occurs. We call this 
intelligence within, our ‘inner knowing’ and it never fails us. It sees us through thick 
and thin and helps us make the right decisions in our lives.  It gives us the answers to 
our questions to understand the relationship with our planet, each other and our rela-
tionship with God (however we view or name God) and the greater universe of which 
we are a part. 

Humans consist of bacteria and viruses; we are ecological systems of chemical, elec-
trical, nuclear and electro-magnetic make up. So we are both biological and electrical 
beings which allows us to connect to everyone and everything on our planet without 
being aware of it. Therefore all of life is part of us and we are part of all of life. This 
includes being part of God as God works within us. We live, breathe and build immunity 
to one another in the web of life. If we are weak in our immune systems we are open 
to attack from other forms of life energy.

So whilst we are inside in our homes, now is a good time to learn to strengthen our 
immunity which we can do by raising our inner electrical frequencies through stillness, 
calm thoughts and allow our inner connection to feed and guide us. Let our old pat-
terns of behaviour go, enjoy our gardens and walks to be free of the stresses that have 
weakened us in our modern lives. Have breaks from technology and rediscover who we 
really are.

There is an excellent daily practice called The Steps to Knowledge which can be found 
at www.stepstoknowledge.com. It gives great strength and helps us to understand our-
selves and the times we live in.
 

This wake-up call is to listen to the world we created and build on the strength inside 
of us to let inner knowing guide us into a new life. We are living in an evolving planet 
whilst we evolve ourselves. One thing is certain, we will not be going back to life as it 
was and gaining inner strength through inner knowledge is a great way to help find our 
next step into how we will live our lives in the future.
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Wem 
Macular Support 
Group Meeting        

 
Meets on the last Wednesday of every month  
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Town Hall 
High Street, Wem, SY4 5DG 
For more information please contact 
Ted on 01939 234 387 
 
 

Locksmiths
LOCAL AND INDEPENDENT

NO CALL OUT CHARGES
FREE SECURITY ADVICE

WOODEN AND UPVC DOOR LOCKS
WINDOW AND ANTIQUE LOCKS  

IDP LOCKSMITHS (IAN)
WHITCHURCH    SHROPSHIRE

          
                    

Tel.  01948 666116   
Mobile  07918 617744

Email:  idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk

Website:  www.idp-locksmiths.co.uk

Tel: 01743 724871     www.wr-roofing.co.uk
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Wem ADOS
All our young people, 45 in total, were so enjoying rehearsals for Joseph, singing and 
dancing, ready to entertain Mums, Dads, Grannies and Grandads and most of Wem, but 
it was not to be but, don’t worry, they will be back and as good as ever. 

Having been in touch with our lovely editors, we thought some ‘fun’ anecdotes might 
help the long days. I can only regurgitate from 1954 when I joined with my own memo-
ries. So here goes. On Saturday evenings, the last performance was always time for the 
cast to play jokes on each other, and the topical song written by John Tudor was always 
a target. Once he sang about The Starkey’s Fish and Chip Shop.  It was new to the town 
at the time and the committee got a very irate letter from the owners of the old estab-
lished wet fish shop, Mr & Mrs Bedford - she of the wobbly false teeth - demanding they 
be mentioned next year. 

On another occasion John bent down to the orchestra leader, Leslie Thorley, and asked 
to borrow his cherished baton. Very reluctantly, Les handed it up, whereupon John 
promptly broke it in two! Les went ballistic, not realising John had swapped it for an-
other; the audiences were in stitches. On another occasion the ditty was You never see 
a Farmer on a Bike with added rude remarks to local farmers. On Saturday there was a 
bellow from the back of the Town Hall and there was Den Rutter, a well-known farmer, 
riding a bike down the centre aisle yelling “Oh yes! You blooming well do!” I think the 
word was blooming!  

The Tudors have provided much fun over the years.  Steve, John’s son, was playing 
Buttons. The joke was that water was poured down the front of his pants, he never got 
wet, as a hot water bottle was sewn into his costume, but on Saturday, the bottle had 
the bottom cut out, hence a very wet Steve.  

We all fell about at a genuine mishap when Bob Norman playing one of the Ugly Sisters 
sat down heavily and the chair collapsed, and he couldn’t get up, mainly because he 
was laughing too much. 

Perhaps one of the funniest was when we managed to get a donkey up the back stage 
spiral staircase. It did the usual donkey thing on stage - not one that was in the script - 
but the worst bit was when it refused to go back down the spiral staircase and the fire 
brigade were called in! 

Ah! Happy days. So much good clean fun, so many memories, so many friendships 
formed still lasting today. 

Will tell some more sometime!
 Keep well, 
Margaret

Wem ADOS Committee Meeting - 3rd Thursday of Month, 7.30pm, Stage Door, Aston Street
 Contact Margaret Simmons on 01939 232466



16

STACS 

Shrewsbury Textiles and 
Creative Stitch 

We meet at:
The Methodist Centre, Lansdowne Road

Bayston Hill, SY3 OHZ
Refreshments served at 7pm,

 followed by speaker
All welcome, stitchers and 

non-stitchers alike! 
£2 Members, £5 Non-members, Students £1.50

BLUEBELLS STITCH GROUP
3rd  Wednesday of each month 

at the Methodist Centre
For more information contact

Marion Jones  01743 872966

Saturday Special
A short, dementia-friendly 

church service

Wem Methodist Church

10.30am for a 30-minute service, 
followed by coffee and cakes

For further details, please contact:
 Ann Johnson on 01939 232035 

Deacon Carys Woodley on 01939 235504 
or Susan Dutton on 01939 210628

WANTED
Community Transport 

Drivers

This community service is in need of 
new drivers to help out those who can-
not get out and about on their own.  

If you are able to volunteer to help, 
please phone Dave on 01939 232710.  

Drivers will need their own car but 
will receive mileage money at 45p per 
mile.  

We really need your help.  Without 
new volunteers, this service will 
have to cease in Wem.  Can you 
spare us a little time?  Please get in 
touch.

Time 4 You Reflexology 

 
Providing mobile reflexology in the comfort of 

your own home. 
For more information and to make a booking, 

please contact Lisa on 
Tel: 07906 530516 

Email: lisahardy@time4you-reflexology.co.uk 
www.time4you-reflexology.co.uk 

 

 



17

Money Worries

Financial pressures can have a significant negative impact on our mental health and can 
be amplified even more when there is economic uncertainty. The following resources 
provide some useful information for further advice and keeping yourself financially safe.

Citizens Advice - Coronavirus - what it means for you – Paying your bills: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/health/coronavirus-what-it-means-for-you/
 
• Latest guidance and advice on paying bills, scams, going to work, taking children 

to school.  
• Advice on what to do if off work sick or told to stay at home because of Coronavirus  

if you’re employed, self-employed or claiming benefits.
• Advice if you can’t pay your rent.

The Money Advice Service 
Coronavirus – what it means for you and what you’re entitled to:                                
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/coronavirus-what-it-means-for-
you

Information on your rights to sick pay, benefits (including what you can claim if you’re 
self-employed or not entitled to Statutory Sick Pay).

Step Change—Debt and Coronavirus: 
https://www.stepchange.org/debt-info/coronavirus-affecting-finances.aspx

• Advice on what to do if worried how coronavirus could affect your finances or it is 
already having impact.

• Advice if you have an upcoming court hearing.
• Advice if you’re worried about school closures affecting your finances.

 

England Illegal Money Lending Team - Stop Loan Sharks:
Helpline on 0300 555 2222 or website at www.stoploansharks.co.uk

Ensuring that illegal money lenders (loan sharks) do not take advantage and profit from 
other people’s hardship.  Contact if you are being harassed or threatened by an illegal 
money lender.  Victims, friends, family members and the wider community are encour-
aged to come forward if they suspect someone is suffering at the hands of an illegal 
money lender.
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1st Wem Scout Group
Beavers: Our Beavers had an interesting spring term. We have looked at Scouting in 
different countries and had a wonderful visit from Mayida who told us about life in the 
Ukraine. We have been building with Lego and Knex, putting on plays in our lodges and 
making gifts for Valentine’s Day. Just before our enforced hiatus we visited Battlefield 
for a hike around the area and visit inside the Church where we completed quizzes 
together. Hopefully we will be able to continue to meet in a more virtual capacity 
throughout our current situation (isolation won’t keep us from being a group) and carry 
on doing challenges and activities at home. Keep well everyone. 

Cubs: The Cubs have been busy since Christmas. We learned about Road Safety and then 
practised our road sign skills on a hike around Wem. One of our young leaders talked us 
through VE Day with a great presentation and skills tests. We also had two great nights 
out of the hut at Climbing the Walls and at the fire station in Shrewsbury. The big event 
was of course the Stay Awake, where we all managed to stay awake all night doing lots 
of fun activities and eating loads of tasty food! We are trying out doing our Cub meet-
ings online and are hoping to have a Home Camp when it is a bit warmer.

Scouts: This year, the Scouts have had a busy few months, practising knife skills, doing 
creative challenges and pancake making. We also had a very full day at Colemere doing 
various conservation tasks and cooking our lunch on a fire that our Explorers ‘expertly’ 
lit! We had a theme this term looking at homelessness including a talk from a represent-
ative from the Shrewsbury Ark. Continuing the theme, we held a sponsored Rough Sleep 
Out event in March whereby around 20 of our group built shelters out of cardboard, 
tape and plastic sheeting. They all managed to sleep out all night and managed to have 
fun, whilst also experiencing just a little of what it must be like to sleep rough. Thanks 
to the local people and businesses who supported us with donations. With the current 
situation, our programme has been cut short, but we have adapted and are holding on-
line meetings and encouraging activities and badgework at home. Stay strong, we will 
be back!

Explorers: Wemian Explorers have been active this year completing a night hike, a vir-
tual escape room and cooking on fires. They have also supported the younger groups as 
ever, assisting the Cubs at the stay awake and leading the Geocaching, joining in on the 
Scout conservation and taking part in the sleep out. They too will be meeting online in 
the coming weeks, keeping Scouting going and supporting each other.

Current Times: Unfortunately, all our meetings, programme and some camps are on 
hold, or postponed currently. However, we are all sticking together, continuing Scouting 
activities from home and looking out for each other. Several of the adults in the group 
have also been volunteering around Wem and helping deliver shopping from Co-op to 
vulnerable people in and around the town.
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Wem Civic Society
Civic Society meetings and trips have been suspended during the crisis but 
the work of the society continues.  Historical research is ongoing and we 
would welcome Wemians’ memories of shopping in and around the High Street in the 
C20th. We are also keeping an eye on planning developments.  In the meantime, here 
is a query and then a historical quiz to help while away the hours.

The war memorial on the left is from Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire and lists a 
member of the KSLI, Benjamin Thomas Baker. Our own war memorial also lists this 
soldier. CSM Baker was born in Tredington, Warwickshire and was awarded the MM in 
1944. So far we have not been able to discover a Wem connection, perhaps he lived 
here for a while or had friends here. Does anyone know the answer to this riddle?

Now the quiz:
1. If you were standing by the Town Hall, what is the quickest way to Isleworth?
2. If you had been a beggar in the C18th, where would you have been allowed to 

work/operate?
3. During the Civil War, the Royalists attacked the Drayton Gate in Wem. Where was 

this sited?
4. What was the old name for Leek Street?
5. How often has the Town Hall been burned down?
6. What was the current main car park used for in 1950?
7. Isherwoods Way runs from the station towards the town. Who were Isherwoods?
8. Where was the German prisoner of war camp near Wem?
9. There used to be a block of shops in front of the church. What was the name for 

them and when were they demolished?
10. Who were the famous cheese sellers that used to own the ‘Fruitful Deli’?
11. Park House is the large building near the Recreation Ground. Who owns it?
12. Noble Street in Wem loops round the back of the Town Hall. Why was it so named?
Answers will appear on the Wem Civic Society Facebook page (Wem Civic) in June. Keep an 
eye out for them! 

Further information about the society: Wem Local, www.wemlocal.org.uk, or 
e-mail: wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk
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Lemon Drizzle Scones
Makes approx.10

50g chilled, unsalted butter, cubed
260g self-raising flour (plus a little extra for dusting)

1 tbsp caster sugar
100ml milk (plus a little extra to brush on scones)

2 lemons
80g icing sugar

6cm round cookie cutter

SCONES
• Preheat oven to 220oC / gas mark 7.
• Zest both lemons and set aside.
• In a large bowl, combine the butter and flour.  Rub together until mix looks like 

fine breadcrumbs.
• Mix in the sugar, milk, three-quarters of the lemon zest and the juice of 1 lemon 

to form a soft dough.
• Dust a clean surface with flour and turn out the mixture.  Knead for 1-2 min-

utes until smooth then roll out to approx 3cm thick.  Cut out scones with cookie 
cutter.  Press what is left of the dough into a round, roll out and cut as before.  
Repeat until all dough has been used.

• Place scones on an oven tray dusted with flour.  Brush tops with a little milk. 
• Bake for 15 mins, until golden.
• Allow to cool on a wire rack.

ICING
• Sieve the icing sugar into a bowl and add the juice of half of the second lemon.  

Stir until mixture becomes a smooth paste.
• Put some kitchen paper under the wire rack with the scones on and the drizzle 

over the icing.  Sprinkle with the remaining lemon zest.  Allow to set a little and 
then serve.
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WEM LADIES PROBUS CLUB
A social group for social-minded people

Come and join us for good company and lunch followed by a speaker.
We meet on the second Thursday of the month at the United Services Club, Wem. 

For more information, please telephone 01939 234156

Summer in the Garden
June:
By now the fear of late frosts should have gone so planting out summer bedding and 
basket displays will be safe.  Runner bean plants, tomatoes and sweetcorn can also 
be planted outside now.  Plants such as weigela and philadelphus should be pruned 
once they have finished flowering to ensure that new growth has time to ripen and 
flower again next year.  Tomatoes grown as cordons in the greenhouse should have 
their side shoots removed. If your lawn is looking a little sad then giving it a high 
nitrogen feed will give it a real boost. Regular hoeing of beds and borders will help 
to prevent annual and perennial weeds from spreading and seeding themselves.  
Hanging baskets and summer container displays should be fed every couple of weeks 
with a high potash feed such as tomato food. This will encourage them to produce 
flowers throughout the summer.

July:
Perennials such as geraniums and delphiniums can be cut back and fed, this will 
encourage them to produce a second flush of flowers. If you have clumps of bearded 
iris then these can be lifted and divided, this will ensure good flowering for years to 
come. Give your roses a feed to help keep the plants healthy and floriferous. If you 
have deciduous magnolias that could do with pruning, then July is the best month to 
do this. Keep on top of the watering of baskets, containers and newly-planted trees 
and shrubs, they’ll require more water than you might think. During dry weather, if 
powdery mildew is becoming a problem ,especially on roses, apply a fungicide spray 
to help control the problem.

August:
Climbing and rambling roses that don’t repeat flower can be pruned and tied in once 
the flowers have finished.  If vine weevils are a problem in your pots then try using 
nematodes at this time of year.  They are available online and are very effective at 
controlling the vine weevil larvae. Camellias and rhododendrons will be beginning 
to initiate flower bud production for next year, ensure that they do not suffer during 
dry weather otherwise they may drop their buds. Dry weather at this time of year is 
the usual cause for camellias and rhododendrons not flowering in the spring. 

Enjoy your garden this summer
Happy Gardening!

Matt Hudson
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Wem First Call Travel
Are you going on a business trip or planning a family holiday? Looking for an airport 
transfer service?  Look no further.  We are here to help you.  We provide high-end airport 
transfer services to customers in Wem & the local area for airport transfers and more.  
You can rest assured that we provide excellent airport transfers as we have around 17 
years of experience in the business.  Call us now.  We will be glad to talk to you.  We offer 
our services in Shrewsbury, Telford, Whitchurch, Ellesmere, Wem and the surrounding 
areas.  Look what we offer below:

• Airport transfers & Seaport transfers
• Business & Corporate travel
• Holiday travel
• Long distance travel 
• Sport & music travel 
• All seater vehicles available 
• Local day & night runs

Call the team on 0800 061 4358
Get a competitive quotation, simple fill our quote form 

Visit our web site on www.shropshireairporttransfers.com

01743 626144

We are specialists in installing loft ladders and hatches for easy 
and safe access to your loft. We also provide boarding, lighting 
and insulation solutions. Call us now to find out how we can help 
you turn your lost space into a really useful loft space.

Call Jonathan to book a FREE survey & quotation
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Brock - A True Gentleman 

Life began at 11.30am on March 20th 1899, his twin brother arrived two hours later. 
They were the first of a family of seven. Born at home in a big farmhouse, he got off to 
a good start despite the fact his mother had had rheumatic fever a few years before, 
which could leave one somewhat debilitated. There was a move to a nearby smaller 
farmhouse a year or so later where he and his brothers and sisters were brought up. 

Life was good; loving parents instilled with Christian values, no poverty, out in the 
countryside with no local crime and good schooling, including some at home as mother 
was a trained governess. Discipline and respect were a priority. Leisure and entertain-
ment time you made up for yourselves in those days. Bowling metal hoops along the 
public road was great fun, traffic hassle did not exist! Games and sport were particular-
ly important. I was told of an incident on the way to primary school at Wem travelling 
in the pony trap. The pony was spooked and took off, the nearside wheel bounced 
heavily in the ditch edge and children were deposited into and onto the hedge. Despite 
scratches and bruises they were sent on to school! 

Secondary schooling from 1911 was away from home boarding on the south coast at 
Lee On The Solent. So far away? I was told there were several good reasons; healthier 
on the coastline, two of the teachers were Hampshire county cricket players (a good 
grounding in cricket was deemed very important) and a renowned headmaster of a 
Naval Preparatory School. The Royal Navy was in its prime. There was an annual school 
trip in boats to see the famous Spithead Review with all the impressive dreadnought 
battleships anchored in formation. The fatal maiden voyage of the Titanic sailing down 
Southampton Water past the school was missed by one day, the half term holiday had 
begun. Life after school had ended saw him spend a year at the family cotton mill up 
in Darwen which I am told included a childhood crush on one of the family doctor’s 
daughters. That came to a sad end. 

Back home with World War I raging, conscription saw him in the in 76th Training Battal-
ion from August 1917, based at Prees Heath. On 4th April 1918 he found himself in the 
trenches north east of Amiens with the newly formed 2nd Battalion East Lancs Regiment 
(the 1st Battalion had been decimated at Passchendaele a month before). He was in 
charge of a Lewis machine gun team. Amazingly, he and his twin brother survived death 
and serious injury for four months. It wasn’t just shrapnel, bullets and mustard gas; 
lice infestation, lack of sleep and wet feet brought a kind of agony too. Recalled back 
to England to take an officer commission, luckily, the war ended before his being sent 
back to France. Demobilisation took place at Prees Heath at the end of January 1919, 
where it all began! His strong Christian faith kept him clear of mental scars. 

Back home again he found the family farming business expanding and within months 
had moved to the newly acquired farm nearby where he was to spend most of the rest 
of his life. His father remained in charge and as there was adequate staff he found 
himself with plenty of free time. The milking herd had been sold during the war. Winter 
and summer sports (hockey and cricket), time supporting local church, indulging in his 
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passion for books and some socialising saw him leading a comfortable existence. He 
much enjoyed his indulgence in motor cars and car driving. Courting a local lady whose 
family were big into horses during the 1930s ended just before marriage arrangements 
were being set up. He took quite a knock but his indomitable spirit got him through 
it. His strong sense of duty and support for the local community followed his mothers 
example. 

World War II arrived.  The government’s War Agricultural Department oversaw all the 
farm planning and he had to knuckle down to some hands on work. He joined the Civil 
Defence, going around the local villages advising on lighting regulations and the use of 
gas masks. One amusing incident was at the home of the elderly Ryder sisters one of 
whom inquired, “Where do you put the gas in?”  

Early 1942 saw him married to the eldest Wem Brewer’s daughter; he had spotted her 
playing tennis at the Trentham Courts by Wem cricket ground! Honeymoon was a brief 
stay at The Feathers Hotel, Ludlow; they gave a hitch-hiking soldier a lift on the way 
there!  Married life began in his wife’s home in Tilley Road, until his widower father 
died, still owning the farm. Death duties and investment in a dairy herd saw a comfort-
able lifestyle changed to one of financial struggle, locked in as a life trustee for the 
next generation. Managing the farm was hard but he continued his enjoyment of being 
part of the local community, becoming a governor of Wem Grammar School, President 
of Wem Cricket Club and continuing his commitment as a warden at Wem Parish Church. 

In 1962 there was tragedy and relief. His all too brief twenty-year marriage to his belov-
ed Queenie ended with her early demise from failing kidney function. Then five months 
later relief as his eldest son took over the running of the farm on his return from agri-
cultural college. He did continue to manage the book keeping and the farm accounts, 
something he was meticulous at. He loved the book world and once told me he would 
have enjoyed a career as a librarian. 

Retired life brought him a continued interest in sport, playing cricket for Wem 2nd XI and 
full back for Wem Hockey Club well into his seventies. He 
took a great interest in natural healing and healthy diets, 
read lots of books on UFOs and concentrated his thoughts 
on all things religious; a man of great faith in God. I 
never knew him lose his temper; good manners were pri-
oritised and he was always so positive despite all the 
injustices life had hit him with. If he had a fault it was 
the occasional over-indulgence in ego. The big C got him 
in the end. He declined doctor and hospital help, so fad-
ed away reasonably comfortably at home, flooding pneu-
monia finishing life quickly. It was late evening January 
18th 1983. I sat with him for those last few hours reading  
Psalm 23 and the Nunt Demitis. He had no fear of death. 
He started life with his twin brother, he finished joining 
him in the family grave at Weston.  His name – Geoffrey 
Ashton Esq., Countryman, Sportsman and Gentleman.
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The Health and Beauty Clinic
by Margaret Simmons

Can you cast your mind back to 1970?  50 years ago Wem was a busy bustling market 
town; everyone knew everyone else, we all shopped at the small shops, all our wants 
were catered for. The hub of the town was the Castle Hotel, with the Knotty Corner 
holding court. Suddenly Wem was agog. There was talk of a Health & Beauty Clinic 
opening at 64 High Street. Wow! It was the first of its kind to open in Shropshire.  Did 
you know they were going to have those newfangled Steam Cabinets, like they had in 
the James Bond films? The list went on ... sunbed, toning table, Slendertone machine,  
electrical face toner, a chiropodist. They are going to do massage too; they will have 
to take their clothes off!  So, the Knotty Corner took bets on how long it would last. 
Well, we have the answer, it is still surviving, now owned by the very first student who 
enrolled for the two year course, Linda Clorley, now Mrs Linda Scott. It was a very re-
spectable establishment, people came from far and wide, Ludlow to Llangollen and all 
towns and villages between. 

Being Wem there was a lot of fun.  There is a story of a very nervous gentleman being 
persuaded to visit the chiropodist, David Casbolt.  He was met by David wielding a large 
pair of gardening shears (he did come back).  Once a lady member of the Knotty Corner 
was in the steam cabinet, the curtain was pulled back and to her horror a man’s head 
appeared out of the adjoining cabinet. She screamed, whereupon he leapt out of the 
cabinet, joke being he was fully clothed!  So many humorous stories, so many people 
still around the town who could add to these tales, sometime we can delve a little 
deeper, but perhaps not too deep! 

Keep well and happy, 
Margaret

Gardening Quiz
by Matt Hudson, Northwood Nurseries

1. What is the county flower of Shropshire? 
2. What is the name of the pointed wooden stick used to make holes in the ground 

to plant seedlings 
3. Wem is the home of the Eckford Sweet Pea. What was Mr Eckford’s first name? 
4. Name the TV personality who was once the Parks Superintendent in Shrewsbury. 
5. Which month does hawthorn usually flower, it is sometimes known by this month? 
6. What is the common name for impatiens (a summer bedding plant)? 
7. Most people know these bedding plants as geraniums, but by what name should 

they be correctly called?
8. What type of plant do we get vanilla from?
9. What soil type do most rhododendrons and camellias require to grow? 
10. This ‘deadly’ plant is in the same family as potatoes, tomatoes and aubergines, 

what is it?
See page 34 for answers
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What a difficult time we are all experiencing with all social activities put on hold for 
the time being.

Hopefully we will be able to resume our social gatherings in the not too distant future. 
Our planned program for our General Meetings for April May June and July included 
speakers on very varied topics. - Musical Instruments, The Swinging 60’s, an author and 
international public speaker, so it is hoped that these can be rebooked when the cur-
rent crisis is over.  Unfortunately, all of our groups have stopped meeting up, but that 
doesn’t mean that they are not continuing to follow their particular interests. Thanks 
to modern technology we can still communicate and keep ourselves occupied. I myself 
continue to go for a walk most days as well as gardening and doing some of those chores 
that I don’t normally have time for.  

I hope you all stay safe and in good health and look forward to meeting members, old 
and new when things resume.

Joyce Parr (Secretary)

Wem and District U3A

TEN OF MY FAVOURITE SPORTING QUOTES
(attributed when known)

Graham Furber

Courage does not always roar. Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the end of the 
day saying ‘I will try again tomorrow’.  Mary Anne Radmacher

Too many people try to solve a problem by keep doing the same things, and expecting a 
different result.  Albert Einstein.

Experience – a comb life gives you after you lose your hair.  Judith Stern

(In) the dictionary is the only place where success comes before work.

Thrive on pressure – you won’t get juice out of an orange until you squeeze it. Pressure 
is what makes kettles whistle. Ian Botham

Players are like tea bags – it’s only when you put them in hot water, do you find out how 
strong they are. Eleanor Roosevelt

If it’s to be, it’s up to me!

If winning isn’t everything, why do we keep the score! Vince Lombardi

The more I practice, the luckier I get. Gary Player
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Food, Glorious Food
By Hilary Canto 

Spiritual Teacher - Nutrition, Sound & Energy Healing  & Bach Flower Therapy 

Most have been living life not thinking about what we eat. However, the life-changing 
situation we are in now means we must alter our relationship with food. We need to 
think smarter about how much and how healthily we eat as we face climate change 
with economic hardship from the coronavirus. We don’t all have to go vegetarian but 
reducing meat will help.

There are easy ways to eat simply, healthily and more economically whilst still getting 
some good nutritional support! Eat bigger meals in the day and lighter in the evening 
to balance weight and help digestion.  Vitamins and minerals are essential nutrients in 
food which we need daily to keep us strong and healthy. To find out more about these 
and foods that contain them the NHS has a good guide here https://www.nhs.uk/condi-
tions/vitamins-and-minerals/. 

Simple, healthy and economical cooking requires a basic store cupboard:
• Fruit – apples, oranges, pears, bananas, other fruits if you can afford them. Fresh 

lemons for salad dressing and to add to drinking water.
• Veg - carrots, onions, greens, courgette, broccoli, leeks, cauliflower, butternut 

squash, marrow, peppers, lettuce, tomato, radish, cucumber, beetroot etc
• Carbs - rice, pasta, potatoes 
• Proteins - meat, poultry, fish, eggs, mushrooms, tofu - NOTE: Pulses (dried beans 

etc.) are a concentrated mix of protein/carbohydrate. Use asafoetida powder 
when cooking to make more digestible.

• Flavour -  stock cubes, gravy, herbs & spices, salt, pepper, garlic, ginger, turmeric
• Tinned essentials like baked beans, tomatoes etc.
• Oils & additives such as olive oil, sunflower oil, Tamari/soy etc.
• Dairy – minimum milk, cheese, butter or margarine, yoghurt
• Bread – keep frozen so you only use what you need and it doesn’t go off.

Combine your favourites to make tasty and healthy food. Shop for what suits you best 
and you can afford. Remember tasty stews, soups, casseroles, sauces can go a long way 
and make more than one meal so help save money too. Salads can be made into wraps 
and spread over a few days if you are on a budget.

Portion control helps make food go further, try a main dinner plate at approx 60% veg, 
20% protein and 20% carbohydrate. Remember it costs more money to buy for one reci-
pe, and for those on a low income it’s important to learn how to put things together for 
maximum nutrition.

Growing some food helps too. In the times to come we are all going to have to learn 
to grow a little, share a little and help each other with food. Don’t overbuy, eat what 
needs using first and don’t let food rot in the fridge as that wastes both money, food 
and essential nutrients. 

If we live more simply, healthily and economically, we can get through this crisis to-
gether. 
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Wem Christmas Lights Festival for 2019

Most shops stayed open and we had very good feedback from shopkeepers. Car Park-
ing was FREE after 2pm thanks to Shropshire Council. The parade was led by Wem 
Rotary Santa Sleigh, complete with Santa followed by Mayor of Wem, Phil Glover, Wem 
Snow Queen for 2018 & 2019 Snow Queen, Megan Williams, Wem Beavers, Wem Cubs, 
Wem Youth Club, Wem Brownies and Guides, two reindeer and a sleigh brought up the 
rear. We had more road marshals and the groups had made wonderful lanterns. Once 
again Thomas Adams school group provided festive music, crowds of people gathered 
to watch and the reindeer stayed at the church until walking back to their pen on Ju-
bilee Square. At 6.30pm the town was blessed and the Wem Mayor’s speech followed. 
The Snow Queen was crowned and the light switch-on came next. This was the high-
light of the evening as our own Greg Davies brought in crowds and did a wonderful job. 
He thoroughly enjoyed the evening as he stayed to mingle with the crowd until the 
finish. The Mayor & Snow Queen visited shops and craft stalls all around town. They 
then judged the shop windows and presented 1st Halo, 2nd Pampered Souls, 3rd Severn 
Hospice.  Well done to all shop windows; they looked very seasonal.

Craft Stalls filled Wem Town Hall, the Church Hall and we also had stalls on Jubilee 
Square plus the festive organ playing by the library which extended the festivities fur-
ther.  A burger tent was set up on the High Street and a trailer selling crepes and hot 
drinks went by Kings. Wem Baptist Church entertained with carols and music together 
with Wem Jubilee Band in the Town Hall. This was followed by Wem Community Choir 
with Shawbury Military Wives choir singing festive songs. The prize draw was also held.

The town was full of people in the spirit of the season and visiting many shops that had 
stayed open. Our annual raffle sold 900 books, we had nearly 50 prizes donated from 
shops, services and local groups. It was a fantastic evening; we, as the committee, are 
very proud to be involved when the locals join together for events such as these. We 
would also like to thank Winston Farms at Tetchill for their generous offer of the lovely 
tree on the church green and a local lady for donating the tree on Jubilee Square of 
which we have joined with Wem Rotary Club and use as the Tree of Light. Thank you 
to all the helpers, tree erectors, tree transporters, electricians, road Marshalls, raffle 
ticket sellers etc. The Wemian, Whitchurch Herald and Shropshire Radio have adver-
tised really well. Thank you to all sponsors and to members of Wem Town Council for 
supporting us.

Just to add, we are very small committee and we are always looking for new ideas, 
plus if anyone would like to join us for approximately 10 meetings per year we would 
be pleased to meet you.
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Wem Street Quiz
The answers to the clues can be found amongst the streets listed in the box.
eg ‘Our French friends’ method’ = Fismes Way
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Wem and District Garden Club
Many people find gardening a peaceful and relaxing hobby and for those working, 
usually confined to evenings and weekends. The current lockdown and recent good 
weather are a combination which will encourage many gardeners to get out into their 
gardens and carry out all the tasks we always mean to get round to doing but often get 
overlooked, so here follows a list of jobs in the garden we can all do over the next few 
months.

May will see rhododendrons and azaleas reach perfection as the daffodils and tulips die 
off. Roses, lilacs, fruit trees and many other plants produce suckers. These should be 
removed by cutting them off with a sharp knife at the point where they leave the root 
system.  Heavy mulches of lawn clippings will discourage lilacs from sending up suckers.   
Pests become really active in May, slugs and snails should be controlled, roses, fruit 
bushes and broad beans should be sprayed once a week against aphids and caterpillars. 
A combined insecticide and fungicide should control most pests and diseases. Make sure 
the garden is well watered, give plants a liquid feed and water it in well.

June should hopefully allow gardeners some time to relax and enjoy their roses. How-
ever pests and diseases can be even more troublesome than May, so keep up the weekly 
spraying. Check ties on climbing roses and other climbing plants to prevent any sum-
mer storms from tearing them away from their supports. Weeds shoot up at this time 
of year, so spend an odd hour or so loosening the soil with a hoe and try to keep them 
under control. Keep watering hanging baskets and general watering during dry spells. 
Hopefully we will have some good sunny weather to enjoy the odd glass of wine whilst 
admiring the fruits of our labour.

July can be the hottest month of the year and the flower borders will be bright with col-
our. This is the month for carrying out maintenance jobs, repair and repaint greenhous-
es and treat wooden benches with propriety wood preservatives. Once a week remove 
all vegetables that have finished cropping and dead head flowers. The more you pick 
sweat peas, French beans and marrows, the more they will produce.  Water regularly.

Hopefully the Garden Club can get back to our normal meetings in August. The pro-
gramme for the rest of the year is as follows:
August 20th - Result of our heaviest beef tomato growing competition and social evening
September 18th  - A talk from the head gardener of Dorothy Clive Garden 
October  15th  - A talk on ‘Your vegetable plot’
November 20th - Botanic Gin, by Richard Gulliver 
December 18th  - Social Evening

Everyone is welcome whether you are a new or experienced gardener, we will be de-
lighted to see you.  Enjoy your summer in the garden and above all else, stay safe.

Gill Glover - Chairman (email: gill@gkglover.plus.com)
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Shawbury Military Wives Choir was formed in February 2012 and is part of the Military 
Wives Choirs Network.  There are over 70 choirs and more than 2300 members in British 
military bases across the UK and overseas.  We are part of a charity that brings women 
in the military community closer together through singing.  Every new posting for wom-
en in the military community is as daunting as it is exciting, but knowing that you have 
a choir to go to in your new location, where you know the songs and even some of the 
people, can be a real lifeline.  That’s why, whilst each local choir has its own identity, 
all are run in a very similar way with shared music, a fun and friendly ethos and lots 
of ‘cross-network’ projects and activities.  Over the years, Shawbury MWC has been 
fortunate to participate in all the MWC albums, the 2012 In my Dreams and Stronger 
Together, the 2016 Home for Christmas and the 2018 Remember.  We also contributed 
to two songs on Blake’s 2018 album The Anniversary Album. 

We have been honoured to be involved in some wonderful events over the last 8 years.  
We have supported Sir Cliff Richard, Lulu and Blake on tour.  We have sung at The Grand 
National, Shrewsbury Flower Show, Blists Hill Victorian Town, Cosford Food Festival 
and many 1940s events to name just a few.  But we also love to support our local area 
around Shawbury and Wem and have sung at a number of events in both villages.

Our choir primarily offers friendship, support and a sense of belonging.  There is a real 
chance to have some ‘me’ time.  The ladies know that should they need any of us, we 
will be there for them. 

While 2020 seems to be ‘on hold’ at the moment for a lot of people, we have had a 
very exciting year so far with the release of the Military Wives film produced by Lions-
gate Films, starring Kristen Scott Thomas and Sharon Horgan.  Shawbury MWC is proud 
to have been involved with this film.  We also have a number of other projects in the 
pipeline for later on in the year.  
Shawbury Military Wives choir are 
always looking for new members 
to join us.  There is no audition 
and it is not necessary to be able 
to read music.  All we ask for is 
a willingness to have a go and en-
joy yourself.  We rehearse in the 
Station Church at RAF Shawbury, 
every Wednesday evening  from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm.  Please email 
shawbury@militarywiveschoirs.org 
if you think you would like to come 
and join in!
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Getting Older Adults on Line 
 

 
In 2019, GOAL’s work in Wem was recognised with the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. 
 
Free individual computer tuition for over 55s and people with disabilities is offered by our 
experienced volunteers on Tuesday and Friday mornings in Edinburgh House, New Street, 
Wem.  We provide one-to-one tuition in a friendly atmosphere. 
 
You can bring your own laptop/tablet/phone or, if you are thinking of buying any of these 
items, then come and see us and we will let you practise on one of our own and give some 
guidance. 
 
So why is it so important nowadays to become computer literate? 

• Communication is quick easy with email, WhatsApp, Facebook, FaceTime, Skype 
etc. 

• Paying bills online seems to be scary, but if you follow the guidelines it is very useful 
and safe. 

• The Internet.  Find out how to use the internet to spell a word, gain all sorts of 
knowledge, shop around, get your car taxed, book holidays, compare insurance 
deals where you can save hundreds of pounds. 

• It is the future – try to get up to date or you may lose out. 
 
The training is free - what have you got to lose? 
 
We run one-hour long sessions on Tuesdays from 10.00 to 12.00 and on Fridays from 10.30 
to 12.30 
 
There is no limit to the number of times that you may attend. 
 
Contact: 
Veronica Hilton our Membership Secretary on 01939 252869 or our Chairman Phil Moyse 
on 01939 233533. 
 

Come and use this award-winning group. 
 

We look forward to meeting up with you. 
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Neil Hughes
Roofing

Slating and Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss 

Removal.

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

01939 233509 / 07813 850263
Gardening Quiz Answers

(Page 24)

1. Drosera rotundifloria (round 
leaved sundew)

2. A dibber
3. Henry
4. Percy Thrower
5. May
6. Busy Lizzie
7. Pelargonium
8. An orchid
9. Acid or Ericaceous
10. Deadly Nightshade
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CHURCHES IN WEM
Wem Methodist Church

Aston Street, Wem. 
Office: 01939 236452 Mon-Thurs 9am-1pm

Email address: wemmethodistoffice@gmail.com                                                                                        
Ministers: Rev. Julia Skitt 07810 360778, Deacon Carys Woodley  

01939 235504, Lay Pastor Jacob Molyneux 01691 682440
Please see times of services and other activities on the noticeboard at church or on 

the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the map of Wem.
 

Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Patrick English - 01691 622283
Please see times of mass and other activities on the noticeboard at church or on the 

large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the map of Wem.

The Religious Society of Friends ‘Quakers’
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. 

T. Hobday - 01939 234082 or G. Roper - 01939 233754
www.wemquakers.org.uk

For times of services please phone Terry Hobday or George Roper.

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church, Wem
Rector: Rev. Nick Heron - 01939 232550                                                 

Hall Bookings: Mrs Elaine Shaw - 01939 236575
www.wemcofe.co.uk / Facebook - St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Wem
Please see times of services and other activities on the noticeboard at church or on 

the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the map of Wem.  

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem.   

Rev. Colin Jones - 01939 235972
www.wembaptistchurch.co.uk

Please see times of services and other activities on the noticeboard at church.
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SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME

ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 1.30-4pm

BADMINTON TUES           Weekly                                8.00pm

BEAVERS Weekly Term Time   MON. 4.30pm - 5.30pm and 5.45pm -6.45pm

BOWLING CLUB Regular

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed

CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

CLIVE FRIENDLY BRIDGE CLUB TUES 2pm-4pm  & WED 7.30pm-10pm

CLIVE NON-LEAGUE BOWLING CLUB Phone for days and times

COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm

CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION and SNOOKER CLUB Call for information (Snooker - Weeknights, 7pm)

CUBS / SCOUTS   Weekly Term Time - CUBS WED and THURS 5.45pm - 7.15pm / SCOUTS WED 7.30pm - 9.00pm                                    

DIABETES UK - NORTH SHROPSHIRE SUPPORT GROUP                    Bi-monthly on a Weds (not July/Aug) 2-4pm

EXTEND EXERCISE GROUP THURS Weekly 2-3pm

FREEMASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm

FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH ROAD CEMETERY MON Quarterly 6.00pm

GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

GOAL (Getting Older Adults on Line) TUES / FRI        Weekly                        10am-12 noon 

GUIDES / BROWNIES Brownies - Weekly Term Time (Fridays 5.30-7pm)

JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

JUBILEE JUNIOR BAND MON Weekly 6 -8pm

ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12 noon

PROBUS (MEN) and PROBUS (LADIES) Ladies-2nd Thurs/Men-1st Weds of Mth 12.15 for 1pm

RNLI (WEM BRANCH)

ROTARY CLUB MON 1st Mon - 7.00 / 3rd Mon - 12.00

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2nd Wednesday of Month 7.30pm

SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm

SHAWBURY MILITARY WIVES CHOIR WED Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

THE ECKFORD SWEET PEA SOCIETY OF WEM As and When

TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm

THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday 2.00-4.00pm

TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5)    MON                        Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm

WEM & DISTRICT U3A 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am

WEM LABOUR SUPPORTERS GROUP Monthly

WEM LIB DEMS (All supporters welcome) 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

WEM SENIOR CLUB THURS Weekly 10-11.30am

WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED. Weekly 6.30pm

WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM

WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

YOUTH CLUB (10-14 year olds) Drop in term time Weds, 6.00-8.00 pm
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PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE

Meet at Wem Senior Club       Sarah Jones - sarahisobel@yahoo.co.uk 07775 574805

Thomas Adams Sports Hall Andrew Dutton 07976 973480

Scout/Guide HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703

Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) Pat Davies 01939 233918

Wem Conservative Club Louise Green 01939 236150

Wem Conservative Club Liz Broomhall 01939 232573

Meet at Wem Snr Club    Sheila Richardson (email wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443

Clive Village Hall Chris Abbey 01939 220755

Behind Clive Hall,Clive. For info please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church,Wem Val Lusby 01939 200309

Conservative Club Peter Broomhall: 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Scout/Guide HQ, Bowens Field Jenny Hegglin 07734 859029

The Castle Meeting Room David Ball 01939 234163

Wem Methodist Church Hall Carole Curphey 01939 234156 

Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch David Gwilliams 01939 290457

Parish Church David Boddy 01939 234708

Meet at Wem Senior Club  Gill Glover 01939 233357 & Mary Millington 01948 710328

Edinburgh House, New Street,Wem                           Phil Moyse                                  01939 233533

Guides - Weekly Term Time (Tues 6-8pm), Scout/Guide HQ    Tel: Katie Carter 01939 232859

Band Room, Thomas Adams School

Band Room, Thomas Adams School. Aimee Hawke 01939 236527 or wjbjuniors@outlook.com

1, Talbot Development,Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673

United Services Club - (Ladies) - 01939 234156  or Alan Denison (Men) - 01939 233034

For information please phone Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779

Old Rectory Clare Harris 01691 610452

United Services Club, Leek Street Christine Saxton 07896 921612

Wem Sports & Social Club Vera Grocott 01939 233482

Station Church (Not behind wire, no ID req’d) Sharon Reardon 07852 459208

Phone for information. Show Manager: Karen Good 01948 840293 / Val Good 01948 840779

Wem Sports & Social Club

Wem Methodist Church. Please always phone Pat Davies for information on 01948 880278

Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347

Wem Town Hall          Contact: John Smith (john52@btinternet.com) 01630 638869

For more information please contact: teresahewson@talktalk.net

The Castle, High Street, Wem Contact Chris Mellings 07990 085200

Wem Senior Club Brian Branch 01939 235533

Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem, Peter Hughes 07905 845615 / Coach: Harrison 07415 507425

Various local walks.  Anthony Eccleston 01948 841264 / G.Brown (for times) 01939 232120

Wem Senior Club         Contact: Hilary Morris 01939 232649 / Shirley Horton 01939 233465

Youth Club, Leek Street, Wem                Contact Ian Cruise-Taylor for information 01630 684218

Societies
Societies

Societies
Societies

Societies
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Events at Wem Library 
Card making craft group 

Tuesdays 10.30am
Join our weekly group 
to design and make 
your own greetings 
cards; help is at hand 
and card making 
books available to 
provide inspiration. 

Do you 
 like playing 

Why not join our weekly 
Scrabble group? 

Tuesdays 2pm onwards 

Thursdays 10.30am Creative writing 
Any budding authors out there? 

Regular creative 
writing sessions 
take place at 
Wem library; 
please ask staff 
for details of next 
session. 

Friends of Wem 
Library 

The Friends group 
has been created 
to support and 
promote the 
library. We hold 
regular monthly 

meetings, either with a speaker or a 
general discussion. Please see the 
noticeboard or ask the staff for details of 
our next event. 

 Bookstart Rhyme Time   
and Story Time 

Stories and fun 
rhyming activities 
for children under 5. 

Every Friday 
2.15-2.45pm 

Regular school holiday events for children - Please ask staff for details 

Craft sessions  
Suitable for ages 4-11 

Jake's Take  
Interactive storytelling sessions from 
Young Storyteller of the Year, Jake 

'Trick' Evans. Suitable for children 5-11 
Tea, coffee, hot chocolate & biscuits available.  

All this plus books, DVDs, photocopier, computer, WiFi & internet access, 
Wem Library, High Street, Wem, SY4 5AA; phone 01939 236995 

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10-5, Friday 2-5, Saturday 9.30-1 

 Join our weekly 
drop-in Knit & natter 
sessions; share your love 
of knitting/crochet and 
make new friends

Knit & Natter
Join our drop-in 
sessions to share 

your love of 
knitting /crochet
/crafts and make 

new friends.
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SUE PERRY - WISHING WELL HOME CARE
AWARD WINNING HOME CARER

• We are a local company in the town with a lovely team of  ladies.
• Clients are treated like members of  our own families.

• We can offer our clients a comprehensive care package to include personal 
care, companionship, cleaning, shopping, taking for appointments, etc.

In addition we actively encourage social interaction within the community by organising regu-
lar get-togethers which include a seated exercise classes held once a fortnight at the Westlands 

Community Room followed by afternoon tea.

We also enjoy a monthly outing together.  We have been on steam trains at Welshpool and 
Llangollen, as well as canal rides and trips to garden centres.  We also go to the seaside in the 

summer and the pantomime at Christmas.  Everyone is welcome to join us and will be accom-
panied by one of  our lovely volunteers.

References / Testimonials available upon request
PHONE : 01939 233114 / 07971 182163

EMAIL : enquiries@wishingwellhomecare.co.uk
W: www.wishingwellhomecare.co.uk

Or call in and see us at Unit 1, Maypole Court, High Street, Wem, SY4 5AA
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Distant Healing & 

Bach Flower Therapy
Hilary Canto BFRP

07706 115922 - hilarycanto@gmail.com

God made human beings with the same energy 
composition as our physical universe so all 

healing energy flows from God into creation 
working through a healer to help a person or 
situation. This activates our inner knowing to 

support the changes needed to heal.

Bach Flower therapy uses the vibration of 
flowers captured as essences which are taken 

as drops to help heal the emotional and mental 
challenges of life. 

Whatever you need, I am an experienced healer 
and offer sessions for individuals and pets 

requiring help in any daily life situation.

Experience receiving the healing energy of 
God’s creation and free your life!
Session Cost: £10 per 15 minutes

Fry - Days
Wem Car Park

Open Mondays to Saturdays
11.30am - 2.00pm
4.30pm - 9.00pm

Traditional Fish & Chips
Burgers

All Food Cooked Fresh

Telephone Orders Welcome

01939 233376
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The children and staff welcome you to Whixall CE Primary School and Nursery. 
We offer: 

 A stimulating and creative curriculum which is enhanced by many  enriching 

  activities and visits. 

 A team of staff who are committed to deliver the best possible education 
and pastoral care for the children. 

 Children who have a fantastic attitude to learning and who care about their 
school, each other and the wider community. 

 Superb facilities including a pottery room complete with kiln, a nature area 
with a pond and an authentic thatched Celtic hut, a tennis court and play 
equipment. 

 A daily breakfast club from 7.30 a.m. 

 A wide range of after school clubs which take place every day  until   

       5.00 p.m. these include, sports, art, film, pottery, singing, homework,    

       cookery   

 Annual residential visits for Years 3 and 6 

 Class music tuition in Violin, Ukele, Recorder and Folk Whistle. private   
Guitar lessons on request. 

 Spanish lessons  for all children in KS 2. 

 Swimming lessons for all the children. 

 A Nursery on site catering for 2 + years. 

 

For further information or to arrange a visit, please contact us by: 

Telephone: 01948 880330 

E-mail:  admin@whixall.shropshire.sch.uk 

‘a good school with outstanding features.’ Ofsted  

and Nursery 
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20 Wemsbrook Road,  Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791 509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available: 
Crèche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a little 
‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am-7pm by arrangement.

Funded only sessions for children 3 years and over: 9-11.30 and 
1.30-4.00.

Breakfast, after-school and holiday club for children 5-8 years old 
at Stables.
Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery

after-school 
and holiday 

club
for 8 to16s. 

Based at Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and Newtown
School

• a warm and safe place
to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm

Park Hall Forest Pre-school , based at 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, 
Oswestry, is the first outdoor pre-
school in Shropshire.

• A magical environment where children are free to
investigate and explore and be at one with nature.

• Learning through play using their imagination.
• Incorporates all areas of learning.
• Informal and relaxed environment.

Places available.  Please give us a call for further information. 

We Cover:
Laptops
Phones
Tablets

Desktop PCs
Broadband

WWiFi
AntiVirus

Visit us
The Granary, Trench Farm, Wem SY4 5PJ
Monday - Friday, 9AM to 5:30PM

Email us
contact@activecomp.co.uk

Call us
01939 550040

Technology, made easier.

Your Local 
Computer Company

Free 
collection

in Wem

Local
Don’t travel far to 
have your device 

repaired 



Experienced
With over 10 years 

in business



Value
Clear pricing and 
value for money



Fast
Most repairs are 
completed the 

same day



01939 550040www.activecomp.co.uk
The Granary, Trench Farm, Wem, SY4 5PJ
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20 Wemsbrook Road,  Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791 509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available: 
Crèche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a little 
‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am-7pm by arrangement.

Funded only sessions for children 3 years and over: 9-11.30 and 
1.30-4.00.

Breakfast, after-school and holiday club for children 5-8 years old 
at Stables.
Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery

after-school 
and holiday 

club
for 8 to16s. 

Based at Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and Newtown
School

• a warm and safe place
to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm

Park Hall Forest Pre-school , based at 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, 
Oswestry, is the first outdoor pre-
school in Shropshire.

• A magical environment where children are free to
investigate and explore and be at one with nature.

• Learning through play using their imagination.
• Incorporates all areas of learning.
• Informal and relaxed environment.

Places available.  Please give us a call for further information. 
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J PAGE LTD 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
INSTALLATIONS

01939 220520
07973 106188

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in 
piano & theory

Qualified teacher with 25 
years’ experience

Adults & children welcome 
DBS checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189
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www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk
CALL TODAY ON 01939 23500

or 07971 924851

SELF STORAGE
at WEM BUSINESS PARK

NEW STREET, WEM
SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

• CCTV MONITORED.

• MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL TERMS.

• FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNITURE  

 HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT,  

 BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC.

• ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORAGE’ AVAILABLE.

8’, 10’ and 20’ Units available in 
the centre of Wem

PLEASE PHONE 01939 233248 
OR RING BARRY 07860 383939 or JAYNE 07581 466102

EMAIL: bhwem@live.co.uk

Head office
Welsh Bridge
1 Frankwell
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY3 8JY

t: 01743 248545
f: 01743 242979
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

Harlescott office
6/7 Harlescott Lane
Harlescott
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY1 3AH

t: 01743 467641
f: 01743 462384
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

Whitchurch office
45 Green End
Whitchurch
Shropshire
SY13 1AD

t: 01948 663361
f: 01948 666280
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

www.hatchers.co.uk

At Hatchers Solicitors we like to put our clients first. We work closely
with both individuals and businesses within the local community and
pride ourselves in offering the right advice and solutions to all our clients.

For friendly and professional advice please call your 
local office or visit our legal surgery at Wem Town Hall, 
9am – 12pm every Thursday.

Corporate & Business Law I Employment I Commercial Property 
Dispute Resolution I Residential Property I Agricultural Law & Property 
Family I Personal Injury I Wills, Probate & Estate Planning I Criminal Defence

Putting our clients 1st

Hatchers A6 Nov 2015 Parish Ad  12/11/2015  12:13  Page 1
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PLUMBER

FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING 
REPAIRS

AND 
EMERGENCIES 

CONTACT 
DAVE MADDEN

01948 710682
07500 223912

“SMALL JOBS DONE”

Lisa Ward
By Design

At Maypole Court 
for your made to measure

Curtains, 
Roman Blinds, 

Soft Furnishings, 
Poles & Tracks

Please Call in 
01939 768030
07800 951245

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
M.O.T. TESTING 

SERVICING 
RESTORATION 

RECOVERY SERVICE 
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR  QUADRICYCLES

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
MOT TESTING

SERVICING
RESTORATION

RECOVERY SERVICE
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR QUADRICYCLES



47

Contact me
Tel: 01939 235651  
Mob: 07557 131031
Email: nicola.okeeffe@personaltravelagents.co.uk 
Website: nicola-okeeffe.personaltravelagents.uk.com

As your personal travel agent I will take time to get to know you and what you want from your holiday.  I am 
available at a time that is convenient for you and with the latest technology at my fingertips, you don't need 
to spend your valuable time on the high street, trawling the internet or making endless phone calls.  I can 
help you with all your travel requests, so whether it's the family holiday of a lifetime, a far-flung adventure 
or child free pure romance, I can share my experiences, knowledge and passion to make your holiday.

Your Personal Travel Agent 

NicolaO'Keeffe
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C.R. CLEANING
CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY - OVENS

EXPERTLY CLEANED
• STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
• HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRING CLEANS)
• INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
• DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS 
• FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

DAVID NIXON: OFFICE 01948 880994 MOBILE 07980 635594

Open:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 5pm 

Wednesday & Saturday 9am - 1pm

Excellent  Quality 
Excellent Workmanship 

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson * 
Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422
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01939 220250 / 220131

Phillip Appleby
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner

Tel:  01952 770780
Mobile: 07531 720512 

email: phil@elitefeetbyphil.co.uk

Treatment in the comfort of 
your own home

• calluses and corns
• ingrown toenails
• fungal infections
• routine foot care
• nail trimmings
• diabetic foot care
• massage
• pain free and functional feet

Elite  Feet
by Phil

Call to arrange appointment
Tel: 01939 235880  Mobile 07794 524347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

ALLMARK 
CAKES 

Celebration Cakes and Cupcakes for 
Every Occasion 

Contact Helen Allmark:- 
Address: 35 Somerset Way,  

Wem, SY4 5UP 
Tel: 01939 234543 or 07890 347207 
Email: helenallmark@eclipse.co.uk 

Facebook: Helen Allmark or  
Allmark Cakes 
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WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers & Magazines 

Home Delivery Service 
Confectionery & Drinks 

Stationery & Cards
Ice Cream & Slush

37 High Street, Wem

01939 236622

KYNASTONS OF WEM 
REPAIRS TO 

WASHING MACHINES 
DISHWASHERS 

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS 

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District 

For over 30 years 
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN 01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
 DIY REPAIRS

Guaranteed repairs, Sensible prices
 

Accommodation
Moving house, relocation,  

refurbishment, 
Family friends to stay and not  

enough space?

Newton Meadows Cottages
Wem Road, 
Harmer Hill, 

SY4 3EA

2 to 4 bedrooms, sleeping 4 to 7 persons
Large car park and garden

Newtonmeadows@hotmail.com
www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

01939 290346
07851 298 054

Shropshire Architectural

Architectural Design, Planning 
and Building Regulations

George Nutter

  07532 345100 or 01743 383519

shropshirearchitectural@yahoo.com
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In pain?  
Stressed?

Depressed?  
Postural problems?

Phobias or addictions?  
Sporting injuries?

Muscular problems?  
Feeling below par?

Sue Rigby at Gemini
Quantum-Touch and Reiki

Distance treatments are available, keeping you safe and se-
cure in your own home

01939 233466 or 07531 139387

www.handsforhealing.net

Alternative 
Health

Ingrid Bariosco and Kevin Dawson both 
qualified and insured practitioners.

We offer treatments to relieve stress, anx-
iety, tension, pain and boost energy levels 

and enjoy a better quality of life.

Treatments on offer are:
Reiki, Five Element Reiki, Crystal Heal-

ing and Indian Head Massage.

We also offer one day courses in Reiki 1&2.  
Two day courses in Reiki Master and or 

Reiki Master/Teacher training.

Contact Ingrid or Kevin for details
01939 234712  

Mobile Number 07549 997430

Emails: ingridbariosco@yahoo.co.uk or 
ingridatalternativehealth@gmail.com

WEMIAN CRAFTS
ARTISAN

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE
We provide a framing service 

based in Wem, Shropshire
Frames are custom-made in our 

workshop using solid hard or 
soft wood, shaped to customers’ 

own requirements.  
No job too large or small.

Competitive Prices
Give us a call or email for a no 

obligation quotation
Telephone Kevin or Ingrid on 

01939 234712 
email: wemcrafts@gmail.com
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DELICIOUS HOME COOKED FOOD AND SUPERB SELECTION OF 
FINE WINES & ALES

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR PAULINE DEE 
REPRESENTING WEM, WEM RURAL & WHIXALL

I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A THURSDAY MORNING STARTING AT 
WEM SENIOR CLUB BEFORE VISITING WEM BAPTIST CHURCH (BOTH CHAPEL ST 

WEM) AND FINALLY WEM TOWN HALL FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please telephone 

01939 233037 or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE
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MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds 
DBS checked 
References

Alan Cliff: 
01939 234790
07791 212196

Home Tuition

Liz Castle MBAcC  
ACUPUNCTURIST 

 

Safe, effective treatment for a 

wide range of conditions. Liz is 

an experienced acupuncturist 

and a Member of the British 

Acupuncture Council. 

 

Clinics in Wem and Whitchurch 

 

Tel: 01948 880170 

www.lizcastle.com 

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygienists

Mrs S Singh BDS 
Mr D Singh BDS 

Dental care plans 
available



56

Welcome	to	‘Whitchurch	Dental	Studio’	- an	
independently-owned	private	dental	practice.		Our	

aim	is	to	provide	you	with	gentle,	high-quality	dental	
care	in	a	warm,	relaxed	and	friendly	environment.	

 

The Old Fire Station, Brownlow Street, Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, SY13 1QS 

Tel: 01948 661139 
Email: info@whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

www.whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

Still registering new patients! 

Our services include: New Patient Check-ups 
Routine Examinations 
Hygienist Services 
Fillings, Crowns, Bridges 
Implants 
Six-month Smile Orthodontics 
Tooth Whitening 
And Much More……….

If	you	would	like	more	information	or	to	book	an	
appointment,	please	call	us	on:	01948	661139	
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Surgery Dates 2020
Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following date:

Saturday 28th March 9.15am - 10.15am
Saturday 25th April, 9.15am - 10.15am
Saturday 30th May, 9.15am - 10.15am

Venue: The Fire Station, High Street, Wem
If you have any issues Chris can help with between Surgeries, please feel free to write to him at 

Dwyfor, 37 Kynaston Drive, Wem, SY4 5DE or 
email: chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk or tel: 01743 252929

WEM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
CHRIS MELLINGS

 

Pampered Souls by J and S 
Beautiful Bespoke Treatments 

 
Visit us on the High Street opposite the Wem Community Library 
 

Hot Stone Therapy, Back Massage, Microdermabrasion Facial, 
Acrylic/Gel Extensions, Make up by Max Factor, Hopi Ear Candling, 
Gua Sha Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, UV Gel Polish, Lash Lift, Reiki. 

 

Foot Care Clinic - we can treat Diabetic feet, corns, calluses, fungal 
nails, ingrown toe nails, cracked heels and more. We stock foot 
creams by Flexitol and Gehwol. Treatments carried out by: 

Jenny Marr, Registered Foot Health Practitioner (SAC Dip RFHP) 
www.footreg.org s286813 

 
We also stock MONU Skincare products. 

 
Jenny & Sarah  
 

 01939 768095 

 PamperedSouls.co.uk 

 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 

6A High Street, Wem, Shropshire. SY4 5AA 
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Local, Professional & Friendly Service.          
 

***Water Treatment Specialists*** 
 

Fed up of the smell of Chlorine in your drinking water, shower or bath??  
Fed up of Lime Scale build up in your appliances that they break down??  
Fed up of using lots of cleaning products to make your home sparkle?? 

 

Here at Wrekin Water,  
We specialise in water treatment for drinking water and for your whole property 

to abolish Chlorine, Lime Scale, Sediment, Oestrogens, Micro Plastics and 
other contaminants that could be present in your water supply.  

 

We sell a variety of products suitable for:  
Homes (For Home Owners &Tenants), Caravans, Motor Homes, Boats,  
Offices, Commercial Properties, Cafes, Pubs, Restaurants, Farms etc.  

 
 

* Water Softeners * Drinking Water Filter Systems * UV Systems * 
* Replacement UV Bulbs * Replacement Water Filters *  

* Gravity Fed Drinking Systems *  
* Specialist Private Water Units *  

* Scale Inhibitors * Branded Filters*  
* Softener Spare Parts * Media/Resin * 

*Local installations and servicing available* 
 
 

 

 

Based in 
Wem  

&  
Northwood 

Find us on 
Facebook,  

Twitter  
& 

 Instagram 
 

@WrekinWater Call us on 01939 233015 
 

Email us orders@wrekinwater.co.uk  
 

  Visit our webpage: www.wrekinwaterfiltration.co.uk 
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COUNTY 
SECURITY
24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS 
LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS 
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON: 
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

Email: tony.csltd@btinternet.com 
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

LOCKSMITH COTTAGE, TILLEY VILLAGE, SY4 5HE

WEM 
BOOKSHOP

Proprietor K. L. Jones

Customer Orders 
Book Tokens

81 High Street 
Wem 

Shropshire 
SY4 5DR

Tel. 01939 234377

Hillc
op Bank

BOARDING KENNELS
Set in the beautiful North Shropshire 

countryside we have nine purpose built 
kennels for the more pampered pooch. 

All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm 
Aston Road

Wem 
Shrewsbury 

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07388 721555
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Fast efficient service for your Letters/ 

Reports/Assignments

A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on 

content and letters of application

Data Entry

Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600

valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk

/ 

 Dripping taps (inside & out) 
 Washing machine fitting 
 Water leaks of any kind 
 Anything that needs refitting 

or is loose 
 Immersion heater replacement 
 Curtain rail fitting 
 Shower resealing 
 Doors sticking 
 Lock replacement 
 Install new light fitting  

MERLIN MINOR SERVICES 
PLUMBING & HANDYMAN  

07850 706985 
 
40 year experience in plumbing now semi 

retired available for all those small 
maintenance jobs around the house 

 

No Call Out Charge |  Free Estimates 
Alec Weeks  07850 706985 

 

emaundandsons@googlemail.com
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Lost a button? 
Hem come undone? 
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations 
and sewing requirements

Contact: 
Sue
On

01948 841076
Or 

07876 308062

Are you in Pain? 
• Toothache driving you mad 
but can't see a dentist for 
weeks!

• Call us today at CHAPEL 
STREET on 01939-232864

• First choice for Emergency 
care 
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• All kinds of trees expertly 
 felled, topped and pruned
• Hedges trimmed
• All kinds of Cherry, Fruit, 
 Conifers, Silver Birch 
 Trees carefully pruned
• All rubbish removed
• N P T C Qualified
• Fully Insured
• Registered Waste Carrier
• Competitive Prices

PLEASE PHONE FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 07773 118269
Freephone : 0800 747 1975
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Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. 
Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers. 
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

WE'RE ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP 

D-250DF807 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make 
changes to your policy, make a claim or need financial advice. 
 
We can help you with: 
• Home Insurance       • Car Insurance 
• Business Insurance       • Commercial Vehicle Insurance 
• Retirement Planning      • Protection 
 
NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and 
selected products from specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we 
offer and the charges. Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select 
Investments Ltd. 
 
For a real conversation about your insurance 
Give us a call or pop in 
NFU Mutual Wem, Insurance House, Wem Business Park, Wem,  SY4 5DZ  
01939 232 215  
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Gemini
Hair & Beauty

Wig Consultancy & Styling                       
NHS & Private

KERATIN REVOLUTION NANO-INTENSE
M ulti-use 3-in-1                                    

Keratin S tra ightening Treatm ent

52 High Street Wem
01939 232186

Hand & Foot Care                               
Facial & Eye Care                          

Massage & Body Treatments              
Hopi Ear Candles                              

Make-Up                                             
Male & Female Waxing                                                 

Ear Piercing                                               
Spray Tanning                                      

Eyelash Lift                           
Gel Nail Extensions                         

Shellac Nails                      
Vertical Sun-bed 

All Aspects of Hairdressing              
Bridal & Prom

BLONDME LIGHTENING & COLOUR

PREMIUM BONDING SERVICES

Design - our creative team are on hand to help with your design 
and marketing.

PRINT - business stationery, leaflets, brochures, posters, labels 
and much more.

Signage - banners, flags, 
exhibition displays, fabric displays 
and gazebos.

Photo Products - from digital prints 
to canvas prints to photo panels and 
photo gifts.

Stationery Supplies - a wide range 
from pens, ink cartridges to cabinets.

59 noble street, wem  sy4 5dt
tel: 01939 232796

email: sales@nsprint.co.uk
www.nsprint.co.uk
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Northwood Nurseries.co.uk

Top Quality Hanging Baskets and Plants
 

Delivered to your Door
 
 

Online Webshop: northwoodnurseries.co.uk
or call:

Matt: 07887 517159  -  Tom: 07583 500888
Part of Mills Gardening Services

Like Our
Facebook Page

For
Updates


