
1

THE wemian

Spring 2020



2

Over 70 years of  quality service
A local, family company

BENBOW BROS
Tree Care Specialists

• Felling
• Tree Surgery

• Hedge Cutting
• Stump Removal

• Storm Damage Trees
• Care of Specimen Trees

• Year Round Site Clearance

Telephone: 01939 200242
Email: enquiries@benbowbrothers.co.uk

www.benbowbrothers.co.uk
Benbow Brothers (Timber) Ltd, 

The Lodge, Lee Brockhurst, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5SA

Tel: 01939 200242

Free Estimates  •  Full Insurance
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Sally and Andy Wood
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Bob Dibben
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Grace Wood 
Churches:
Peter Turner

Contact us:
editor@thewemian.co.uk
treasurer@thewemian.co.uk

Website:
www.thewemian.co.uk

Please visit the website to view previ-
ous editions, see advertising details, 
send us a message and upload articles.

Follow us on Twitter:
@TheWemian

Disclaimer:
The articles and images available in The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
ter account are for informational purposes only. 
The opinions expressed at or through The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
ter account are the opinions of the individual author 
and may not reflect the opinions of The Wemian or 
any individual Wemian Volunteer.  Businesses, prod-
ucts, services, societies, clubs, churches, organisa-
tions, meetings and events advertised within The 
Wemian are not necessarily endorsed or recom-
mended by The Wemian. Unless otherwise notified 
The Wemian will appear on www.thewemian.co.uk 
as a pdf file exactly as it appears in printed form.

THANKS TO OUR PRINTERS
www.cheapleaflets.co.uk

THANKS TO RICHARD FROM
www.activecomp.co.uk

FOR HOSTING THE WEBSITE

From the Editors
Welcome to the spring edition of The Wemian 
magazine.  With lighter mornings and longer 
days on the way, there is a definite feeling 
of new beginnings and fresh opportunities in 
the air.  Whether your interests lie in sporting 
activities, history, gardening, the environ-
ment or  theatre, there are articles aplenty 
in this issue.  

There has been much coverage in the nation-
al press in recent months about the climate 
and, indeed, about clean and healthy living.  
In keeping with this, there are articles of a 
similar nature in this edition.  On page 21, 
you can read about Wem’s newly-formed Cli-
mate Forum and on page 8, there is an arti-
cle about the health benefits of swimming, 
as well, of course, as our usual articles and 
contributions.

If you’d like to tell us about your group, or-
ganisation, event or initiative or if you want 
to contribute to our next edition, do get in 
touch!  Our readers are always interested in 
what is going on around the town, so why not 
write us an article?

The summer edition of The Wemian is due 
out at the end of May and the deadline for 
contributions is 15th April 2020  We’d love to 
hear from you!  

Sally and Andy
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Wem Cricket Club
The club held its AGM in December and the senior officials Geoff Stokes (President), 
Shaun Astley (Chairman), Mrs Susan Healey (Secretary) and Chris Mellings (Treasurer) 
all remained in post. However, our award-winning Ground Manager, Keith Higgins, has 
stood down after several years in the post and will be replaced by Paul Mitchell. The 
club will always be indebted to Keith for all the endless hours of toil he has put into 
developing our square into the excellent and respected surface that it is today.

This quarter’s article concentrates on our developing Women’s Squad.  One of the pri-
orities of the ECB’s Inspiring Generations strategy for 2020-24 is to make cricket a 
gender-balanced sport and, to that end, provide dedicated resources to increase en-
gagement, grow representation and improve opportunities across the game.  Bearing 
this in mind, the club’s first taster session in May found an encouraging 30 ladies turning 
up, and more were to join later.  With a large squad, the club could enter up to three 
teams in festivals during the summer, had two teams in the County Softball League and 
the ladies section became an integral part of the club.  We also played host to both fes-
tivals and league games, and ended the season as league runners-up, cup winners and 
Wem CC was awarded the title of Women’s Softball Club of the Year.  Having attracted 
very generous shirt sponsorship from Cheri at Clean Cut Barbers shop, and then from ALS 
Contract Services and the Georgia Williams Trust, the squad ambitiously now also in-
tends to enter a team in the County Hard Ball League.  Training takes place every Friday 
in the summer from 7.30 to 8.30pm, under the guidance of ECBCA qualified coaches.  All 
players from last season are invited to attend, along with anyone else who fancies giving 
cricket a try; beginners can rest assured that they will be introduced to the game in a 
fun and social environment.  Anyone interested can contact Gina Ellis on 07976 925761.

In 2020, the club faces the biggest challenge since formation, with our promotion to the 
very competitive Birmingham League and we would welcome anyone who would like to 
provide further sponsorship for us.  We are also always on the lookout for new members 
to join the club, either as players (of any standard) or as volunteers to help with the 
continued running of the club.  

If you are interested in finding out more about Wem Cricket Club, please contact us by 
email at wemcc@hotmail.co.uk, visiting our website www.wemcricketclub.co.uk or by 
phoning the clubhouse during opening hours on (01939) 234680.                                                                               

Graham Furber
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Wem Civic Society
Society meetings (Held at 7.30pm in Wem Senior Club, SY4 5ER)
Tues 17th March - Gems from the Heritage 
Weekend.
(See photo – British School, Wem)
Tues 21st April – Photography Masterclass by 
Dave Granger: A Shropshire Townscape. Partic-
ipants are invited to submit photographs of towns, villages 
or hamlets in Shropshire. The images can be of a group of 
buildings, a street, up to a full view of the location. There 
will be a discussion of each image, which can be anony-
mous, led by Dave Granger. The meeting will end with a 
look at townscape images produced by internationally 
known photographers.  The topic for this year’s WCS Photographic Competition is ‘Doorways’.
Tues 19th May - Walker Art Gallery by Sarah Gathercole.
This year’s trip (June) for the society will be to the Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool.

Local History – Guided Tour
Mid-March (tbc), the Story of Crown Street

Market: Saturday April 25th - 9am to 1pm
11th Wem Spring Market - Food, Drink, Crafts etc in Town Hall, Youth Club & Jubilee Square.

Talks
Local History Evening led by David Smith with talks: Local Horse Racing – John Pin-
fold, Inside Old Local Pubs – Roger Dakin, The Story of the Horse & Jockey aka the 
Pack Horse aka The Pack  - Oliver Richardson. An enthralling evening – John Pinfold is 
an authority on the history of horse racing and his extensive knowledge was evident 
during the talk. Roger Dakin’s reminiscences provided a very interesting and pleas-
urable reminder of times past. The Horse & Jockey story by Oliver Richardson was 
a fascinating and meticulous analysis of the title deeds of the old pub. These title 
deeds were kindly donated to the society by Mandy Meakin.  We were very grateful 
to receive this material – a considerable amount of similar material that contains 
important local information is being lost for ever.

Request for information and documents: 
As part of this year’s VE commemorations, the society is researching the background 
of the men listed on Wem’s memorial. We are also interested in accounts/stories/
memories of any Wemians, whether they were on active service or supporting the 
Home Front. Our request also applies to material relating to VJ Day. Please contact 
the society if you have any material that may be of interest.

The society is interested in the preservation, protection, development and improvement of the Wem 
area, both the built and natural environment. It also carries out research projects into Wem’s past.  If you 
are interested in joining Wem Civic Society, the annual membership is £10. (You can come to our meetings 
as a guest for £2.)  If you require more information or wish to help with our projects, please contact us on 
01939 235443 or email us wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk; also try Wem Local (www.wemlocal.org.uk) or ‘Wem 
Civic’ (Facebook).
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Swim with your heart
Exercise for older people

The National Health Service is in crisis, partly due to underfunding, but also due to 
the fact that we Baby Boomers, born after the war, are flooding in with aches and pains 
that need to be attended to.  Increasingly it is being realized that if we, as we get older, 
maintain our physical fitness, then we can maintain a healthy lifestyle and prolong our 
life. We might avoid the colds that develop to more serious conditions, or avoid increas-
ing stiffness and deteriorating mobility. 

Swimming is one of the better ways of doing this. Because water is load bearing, we 
can exercise despite the fact that we have joint or mobility problems. As an 80-year-old 
competitive masters swimmer, I joke that the most difficult part of a training session 
is getting down to sit on the side of the pool to get in the water, after that everything 
is fine!

Swimming is good; most of us can do it at various levels. In the pool, I see lane swim-
mers from the ‘heads up’ who don’t like their hair being wet, to the triathletes that are 
crashing up and down.  But it is important to stretch the edges. Some lane swimmers 
swim astonishing distances but within themselves. This is good for mobility, and stamina 
but doesn’t help with our cardiovascular systems. For that we need speed work. When 
I swim with Shrewsbury Masters Club our warm up will include a fast swim section, it 
might be six lengths flat out for 15 minutes then easy to the end. 

One way to think of this is through heart rate. Your maximum exercise heart rate is 
usually taken as 220 minus your age (this is a rough estimate and can vary). So at 80 my 
maximum should be 140.  Around 70% of maximum is regarded as fat-busting where the 
body has to raid fat sources to maintain physical output. I measure mine by taking my 
pulse over 10 seconds but eventually you will have a pretty good idea of your heart rate 
from the effort you have made.

If in doubt, make sure you get medical advice before any exercise. We do a swimming 
after surgery session for those with medical conditions.  In terms of other advice: 
• Learn crawl for when you get older as breast stroke is not so good for creaky 

joints.  
• Keep the stroke long. For breast stroke particularly there is a tendency to 

snatch the stroke, so make sure you glide. A good drill is to count your strokes 
per length then reduce by one the next and so on to find your minimum num-
ber.  

• Make sure you do some speed work. Aim to lose your breath, even if only over 
a short distance.  

• Break your session up, vary your stroke, do a warm up, and swim down after 
your main set. The Swimfit cards that are in the pool are good for this.  

• Get into a routine. Once you do this you will find that the effort of doing it is 
replaced by wanting to.
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Rise, take your mat and walk
Women, men and children of all ages are called to ‘Rise, take your mat and walk’ to 
join this day of prayer.*  Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this year’s service and 
they encourage us all to reflect on the difficulties and unrest that have plagued their 
country over many years. They share the challenges they have met and the hopes they 
have for the future. They encourage us to ‘Rise, take your mat and walk’ with them 
as they continue their often turbulent journey towards full reconciliation.   World Day 
of Prayer is an international inter-church organisation which enables us to hear the 
thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their hopes, concerns and prayers. The 
preparation for the day is vast.  An international committee is based in New York and 
there are national committees in each participating country.  Regional conferences 
meet to consider the service and then local groups make their plans. Finally, at a 
church near you on Friday 6th March 2020, people will gather to celebrate the service 
prepared by the women of Zimbabwe.
 

The Day of Prayer is 
celebrated in over 170 
countries. It begins 
in Samoa and prayer 
in native languages 
travels throughout 
the world - through 
Asia, Africa, the Mid-
dle East, Europe and 
the Americas - before 
finishing in American 
Samoa more than 36 
hours later. 

* For further information and 
resources, together with details 
of services in your area see the 
WDP website: wwdp.org.uk

How can we help?
We have quite a bit of help that we can give. It is worth getting Karen to help you ei-
ther to learn to swim or to learn a new stroke or stroke improvement. Gary, who is an 
international level triathlete, runs a group on Thursdays that can give you structure to 
your swimming, from the experienced swimmer to the beginner. Tom and Milly through 
Go Rogue can help you with gym work as well as swimming. It is good to have gym and 
other forms of exercise in your programme. That can be for another occasion!
 

Malcolm Adkins, Wem Swimming and Lifestyle Centre
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Wem 
Macular Support 
Group Meeting        

 
Meets on the last Wednesday of every month  
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Town Hall 
High Street, Wem, SY4 5DG 
For more information please contact 
Ted on 01939 234 387 
 
 

Locksmiths
LOCAL AND INDEPENDENT

NO CALL OUT CHARGES
FREE SECURITY ADVICE

WOODEN AND UPVC DOOR LOCKS
WINDOW AND ANTIQUE LOCKS  

IDP LOCKSMITHS (IAN)
WHITCHURCH    SHROPSHIRE

          
                    

Tel.  01948 666116   
Mobile  07918 617744

Email:  idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk

Website:  www.idp-locksmiths.co.uk

Tel: 01743 724871     www.wr-roofing.co.uk
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Wem ADOS
‘All systems go’ could well describe the Stage Door Theatre as I write this.  As I said in 
the last edition, our 20th birthday celebration will take place in the Town Hall between 
April 2nd and 4th.  We will be putting on a production of Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolored Dreamcoat by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber, which will include every 
member of the Stage Door Youth, from the youngest to the oldest and from the newest 
to the longest member.  The logistics of this production are horrendous!  Apart from 
rehearsals, which are two hours every Saturday, think of the learning of words, songs, 
movements, choosing and fittings of costumes, lighting (which has to be compatible 
with the Town Hall electrical system), props and staging all to be made, to fit in and be 
transported to the Town Hall, not to mention advertising and selling of tickets.  I think 
it only fair to say that all the members of the Stage Door team will be putting their lives 
on hold until April 5th!  Our thanks must go to the Town Hall team for their help and 
co-operation with this mammoth undertaking.

Did you see the adult members of the society performing David Tristam’s Last Panto 
in Little Grimley?  If not, you missed Steve Tudor, Allen Crowe, Julie Blake and Lynn 
Pulford performing this farce in the most professional way.  Everything that could go 
wrong did, much to the delight of the audience.  Not only did the director, John Roberts, 
give us an evening of laughter to remember, but we also had mulled wine, mince pies, 
sausage rolls and a Christmas-themed hall with lights to add to the festive atmosphere.  
How lucky we were to start the festive season in such a way!

Now, back to 2004 ... The local newspapers were very co-operative in those days.  I 
have copies, including a letter from Ken Powell in which he says ‘Wemians, let’s get 
behind the Stage Door’.  He talks about living in Wem for some 30 years and enjoying 
the closely-knit and caring community.  He goes on to talk about how much the society 
contributes to the town.  More cuttings show the last productions in that year were 
Rabbit and You, Me and Mrs Jones and the younger group finished with the productions 
Fantastic Mr Fox and Winnie the Pooh.  Can you believe some of the names appearing 
in 2004 are still appearing in 2020?

By the way, I haven’t misspelt ‘technicolored’ in the first paragraph, this is how it is 
spelt on the musical score!

Until next time,
 as ever, 
Margaret

Wem ADOS Committee Meeting - 3rd Thursday of Month, 7.30pm, Stage Door, Aston Street
 Contact Margaret Simmons on 01939 232466
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STACS 

Shrewsbury Textiles and 
Creative Stitch 

We meet at:
The Methodist Centre, Lansdowne Road

Bayston Hill, SY3 OHZ
Refreshments served at 7pm,

 followed by speaker
All welcome, stitchers and 

non-stitchers alike! 
£2 Members £5 non-members

Students £1.50

Forthcoming Events:
Tuesday 3rd March

Nicki Parmenter - Development from Paper to 
Mixed Media Textiles

Wednesday 4th March
Nicki Parmenter - Workshop (3D Flowers)

Tuesday 7th April
Amanda Hillier

How to use Lino Prints with Textiles

BLUEBELLS STITCH GROUP
3rd  Wednesday of each month 

at the Methodist Centre

For more information contact
Marion Jones

01743 872966

S
U
D
O
K
U

Notes

Time 4 You Reflexology 

 
Providing mobile reflexology in the comfort of 

your own home. 
For more information and to make a booking, 

please contact Lisa on 
Tel: 07906 530516 

Email: lisahardy@time4you-reflexology.co.uk 
www.time4you-reflexology.co.uk 
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Saturday Special
A short, dementia-friendly 

church service

Wem Methodist Church

10.30am for a 30-minute service, 
followed by coffee and cakes

For further details, please contact:
 Ann Johnson on 01939 232035 

Deacon Carys Woodley on 01939 235504 
or Susan Dutton on 01939 210628

Future dates are:
 March 21st, April 18th, 
May 16th and June 20th

WANTED
Community Transport 

Drivers

This community service is in need of 
new drivers to help out those who can-
not get out and about on their own.  

If you are able to volunteer to help, 
please phone Dave on 01939 232710.  

Drivers will need their own car but 
will receive mileage money at 45p per 
mile.  

We really need your help.  Without 
new volunteers, this service will 
have to cease in Wem.  Can you 
spare us a little time?  Please get in 
touch.

PLANT SALE
Welshampton Parish Hall

Sunday 3rd May 2020
12 noon to 3pm

Super Plants
Silent Auction at1pm 
Cakes & Preserves
Tasty Refreshments

Free entry 
Strictly no dogs

All proceeds to Macmillan Cancer Support in 
Shropshire & St Michael and All Angels Church 

in Welshampton

Facebook.com/WelshamptonPassionForPlants

THE FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH 
ROAD CEMETERY, WEM

COFFEE MORNING

SATURDAY 4th APRIL
9.30am – 12.00 noon

IN THE PARISH CHURCH HALL

All welcome! Please support us 
and help to raise funds for ongo-
ing improvements and mainte-

nance of the cemetery.
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1st Wem Scout Group
Beavers: 1st Wem Beavers have another exciting term with a programme bursting with 
activities to earn their badges. Our Skills Challenge & Creative badge will test if we 
have any budding young engineers in our midst. We have a few visitors coming to talk 
to us this term; the first is a dentist who will be talking about oral health as part of our 
healthy eating and balanced diet programme. We then have a Ukrainian lady to teach 
us about Ukrainian life for our International badge. Towards the end of term, we will be 
cooking as part of our Cook badge and teaching the children how to keep a clean and 
safe kitchen. We have even managed to squeeze in another sleepover and two hikes 
this term! It will be at this point that the adults are desperate for their Easter break!

Cubs: The Cubs had a good winter term, enjoying some fun activities like bowling and 
a night away in Lee Brockhurst. We all very much enjoyed the visit from Shrewsbury 
Guide dogs, especially when she brought in the puppy!  This term we are focusing on 
Fire and Road Safety, which are very useful skills. We are looking forward to our annual 
Stay Awake, in which we all endeavour to stay awake all night!  

Scouts: Last term, the Scouts kept busy with a varied programme of activities. High-
lights included a conservation day at Nesscliffe, traditional knot practice, a Halloween 
party and Christmas crafts.  We also completed an 8-mile hike through the night from 
Lee Brockhurst, navigating through the early hours and then staying over at the village 
hall.  Despite some grumpy faces, all the youngsters made it round, and in good time. 
We finished up with a trip to Escape Rooms (Xscape Now) in Telford where the Scouts 
had to solve a range of very tricky puzzles and clues to escape the different themed 
rooms; fortunately, everyone managed to escape within the allotted hour, with one 
group managing to do so with just two seconds left!

This year we have a lot planned, including knife skills, creative challenges, talent show, 
hikes, more conservation work and a series of camps. We are taking 19 Scouts on a 
week-long international Jamboree Camp in the summer at Chatsworth House.  With 
4500 Scouts from several different countries attending, and a packed activity pro-
gramme throughout, we are very much looking forward to it!

Explorers: Wemian Explorers have been busy helping others as usual; they regularly as-
sist with fundraising, camps and other events.  Many of them are regular Young Leaders, 
helping the Beaver, Cub and Scout sections and gaining valuable leadership skills. This 
term they are going to be concentrating on completing their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Awards and working towards their Chief Scout Platinum Awards. 

Fundraising: Along with our usual fundraising efforts last year, we also sold and deliv-
ered Christmas Trees in and around Wem for the first time. We were able to sell over 
70 and had some great feedback from customers. This is something we would like to do 
year-on-year and hope to raise vital funds for the group. Thank you Wemians for all of 
your support, we will see you all later in the year again!
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MINUTE 
MATHS 

PUZZLES

20
half 
of it +2 ÷3 x6 +1 Double 
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9 x7 -3 1/4 of 
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2/3 of 
this x4 +2 ÷7 +9 Double it =
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this x9 half of 
this ÷6 +17 x3 =

Easy

Advanced

Moderate

Whitchurch Road Cemetery Chapel 
 Conservation of Woven Rush Panels

The small historical chapel in the centre of Whitchurch Road Cemetery was designed 
by architect George H Birch and built in 1892, the year that the cemetery was opened.  
Mounted on the interior walls is a series of 12 beautiful, highly decorative, loom-wo-
ven rushwork panels.  Not all of these beautiful Victorian panels are in good condi-
tion and over time some of them, especially 
those on the north wall, have become loose, 
damaged and worn.  As far as we are aware, 
they are very rare and, despite our wide re-
search, we cannot yet find any information 
about them.  We are continuing our efforts. 
These panels are splendid and rare survivors 
so are well worth conserving and protecting.  
Many visitors to the chapel have remarked on 
how wonderful and intricately woven they are and how they must be preserved for the 
future as part of our heritage.
  

The Friends of Whitchurch Road Cemetery have 
recently investigated obtaining professional 
conservation advice and are hopeful a qualified 
ethnographic or social history conservator could 
safely stabilise the damage, preventing further 
deterioration, and also advise on future care.

During 2020 we are hoping to raise adequate 
funds to allow this conservation work to be car-

ried out.  We will be opening the chapel to visitors, holding fundraising events and 
hopefully applying for grants.  Please look out for further bulletins around the town! If 
you would like to support us, or help with this project, or would like to see the panels 
please contact Judy (01939 234489), or Hazel (01939 235559) or any other member of 
our group.  Our AGM will be held on Monday 30th March 2020 at 6.00pm in the Parish 
Church and all are welcome.
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Spring into your Garden
As the days lengthen and the garden begins to burst back into life there is plenty      
to be doing to get things ready for the coming year. 

March:
• Late-flowering clematis such as the viticella group can be pruned to about 

30cm from the ground.  They’ll produce flowers on new growth.  Be careful 
not to prune the Montana group as they will be forming their buds at the mo-
ment.  

• Spring-flowering shrubs such as forsythia and ribes (flowering currant) should 
be pruned immediately after flowering if this is required.  If you have colour-
ful stemmed cornus (dogwoods) you can improve their winter stem colour by 
pruning them hard now.  

• Many herbaceous perennial will be starting to poke their heads above the 
ground so keep an eye out for slugs and deal with accordingly.  

• Start to prepare your vegetable patch and plant out onion sets and shallots 
during March.   Early seed potatoes can be planted as the soil warms up.

April:
• As we move into April, you should start feeding roses and shrubs.  I would rec-

ommend using Growmore or fish, blood and bone.  These are balanced feeds 
that will give them a good boost.  You can also feed your herbaceous borders 
in the same way.

• April is a really good month to think about repairing or creating a new lawn. 
Grass seed sown now will germinate very quickly and turf will root in no time. 

May:
• As we get into May, many will be champing at the bit to plant their summer 

bedding but I wouldn’t consider doing this until the end of the month at the 
earliest, just in case we get some late frosts.

• If you have variegated plants, keep an eye out for shoots that have reverted 
to plain green, these should be pruned out to prevent the whole plant from 
reverting. 

 
Enjoy your garden this spring

Happy Gardening!
Matt Hudson

WEM LADIES PROBUS CLUB
A social group for social-minded people

Come and join us for good company and lunch followed by a speaker.
We meet on the second Thursday of the month at the United Services Club, Wem. 

For more information, please telephone 01939 234156
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Wem First Call Travel
Are you going on a business trip or planning a family holiday? Looking for an airport 
transfer service?  Look no further.  We are here to help you.  We provide high-end airport 
transfer services to customers in Wem & the local area for airport transfers and more.  
You can rest assured that we provide excellent airport transfers as we have around 17 
years of experience in the business.  Call us now.  We will be glad to talk to you.  We offer 
our services in Shrewsbury, Telford, Whitchurch, Ellesmere, Wem and the surrounding 
areas.  Look what we offer below:

• Airport transfers & Seaport transfers
• Business & Corporate travel
• Holiday travel
• Long distance travel 
• Sport & music travel 
• All seater vehicles available 
• Local day & night runs

Call the team on 0800 061 4358
Get a competitive quotation, simple fill our quote form 

Visit our web site on www.shropshireairporttransfers.com

01743 626144

We are specialists in installing loft ladders and hatches for easy 
and safe access to your loft. We also provide boarding, lighting 
and insulation solutions. Call us now to find out how we can help 
you turn your lost space into a really useful loft space.

Call Jonathan to book a FREE survey & quotation
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Brock - Rural Support 

One of the definitions of the word support is enable to last out, strengthen and en-
courage. Our present day rural environment needs all these important sentiments as it 
faces the challenges of the next few years.

Brock is rurally biased!  Having spent almost all of his life on a farm, that is not surpris-
ing. Back in 2005, the sub-editor of The Wemian, George Highmore, a larger than life 
character, now sadly departed from us, who knew me so well through the Wem Rotary 
Club, approached me on behalf of the editing team to bring a countryside perspec-
tive to the magazine.  I was not too sure about going ahead with this, but good friend 
George was very persuasive and I did not want to let him down.  You could say the rest 
is history!  I do want to emphasise and not diminish the need for Wem urban support. 
Those with Wem’s needs in their hearts would take only seconds to air their views on 
its most important priorities!

Farming and countryside enterprises will still be facing uncertainty in the near future 
- despite the new government situation - the biggest fears being trading tariffs, cheap 
imported food and all things rural well down on the government’s priorities! We have 
not got off to a good start with the BBC’s totally unbalanced documentary about red 
meat.  But there are some secure supports in place.  The Basic Farm Payment Scheme 
will continue, albeit with changes in two years’ time to a more environmentally bal-
anced regime.  The Environmental Land Management Scheme which will replace the 
European CAP (Common Agricultural Policy) is still only a proposal, but the new Ag-
ricultural Bill has now gone through parliament.  NFU President, Minette Batters, is 
insisting that the Government sets up a Trade and Standards Commission.  The various 
stewardship schemes, countryside trusts and the special areas of unique nature will 
remain secure.  The Rural Development Growth Programme for England which has al-
ready awarded £millions to hundreds of rural businesses and provides thousands of new 
jobs is still ongoing.  There are many small support schemes and grant aid funding from 
national and regional government, from county council and rural councils, which hope-
fully will continue.  For example, training, broadband help, drainage, flood aid, tree 
planting and biodiversity.  An important scheme is the Prince’s Countryside Fund, which 
provides aid to rural communities where they are struggling with isolation due to the 
demise of post offices and local transport services.  Rural enterprise support is given 
too; there are half a million businesses out there.  Interestingly, the CLA (Country Land 
and Business Association) is introducing a new campaign, titled the Rural Powerhouse, 
which sets out to realise the full potential of the countryside, addressing connectivity, 
a planning system designed for rural communities, closing the productivity gap with 
urbania, investing in skills and innovation, targeting profitable and sustainable farming 
and a simpler tax regime; they are lobbying parliament now.  Over many years we hear 
of the need for low cost affordable housing to help keep our young in place; living 
in the countryside requires wheels and all the extra costs that involves. Our younger 
generation are our future and many of them have great faith in succeeding in life with  
their energy, positivity and initiatives. More support is needed for rural transport as



19

Christmas Festivities 2019

December – a time for shopping, eating and socialising with family and friends.  We at 
Wem and District U3A were able to provide two out of three.  

It has become a tradition that at our last meeting of the year we hold our annual ‘Quiz 
and Nibbles’.  This year this took place on the first Tuesday in December in Wem Town 
Hall.  As our numbers have increased over the years, we had over 60 members taking 
part.  Paul, our quiz master, and his amazing assistant Sue, provided us with a quiz to 
get our grey cells working.  Thank goodness for the sherry and mince pies to help us on 
our way.  I think everyone would agree it was fun, with a little bit of banter thrown in 
too.  The winning team took home wine, while the team propping all the other teams 
up took home chocolate.  So, who really were the winners?  Wine or chocolate?   I will 
let you decide!  All this was followed by a festive buffet, raffle and time for socialising 
with Christmas carols playing quietly in the background.  And so ended another busy 
year in the life of Wem and District U3A.  Membership increased and more friendships 
were made.  All that remains is to wish all our members, family and friends a prosper-
ous New Year.

Our speaker in March is Vince Williams, who talks about how World War II changed the 
lives of so many people, not least of all the women of this country.  

New members are always welcome.  Pop in and see what we do.  Try, before you buy!
Liz Parish

Wem and District U3A

bus services are slashed, leaving isolated elderly folks with no means to reach the 
shops and services in town.  More support for rural primary schools is a must and rising 
rural crime needs better police cover, as professional thieves target what they see as 
easier pickings.  More support too for rural emergency services where the time factor 
is so critical.  Encouragingly, the Farm Safety Foundation has recently received some 
extra funding.  It was set up by NFU Mutual Insurance to introduce much improved 
and broader training modules; so important, as farm accidents are rated as one of the 
highest.  Rural stress and mental health issues have made headlines in recent years as 
farmers struggle to make ends meet; there are excellent support groups in place to help 
including the Prince Charles’ Countryside Fund, which contributes to chaplaincy work at 
livestock markets, an important social meeting point.

Encouragingly there are some wonderful volunteer groups working in the countryside, 
helping with tree planting schemes, local transport, and local projects. Their love of 
being close to nature and their giving mindset brings a community spirit that is great 
to see. For example, that same spirit pulls together to save the village pub, with all 
its commitments from local people in terms of finance and time. Our very foundations 
for existing are based in the countryside, let us concentrate our minds as individuals on 
securing its future.
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Spring Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

10

11 12 13

14

15 16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26

27 28 29

30 31

32 33

34

35

36 37

38

39

Across
3. Unit for electrical potential
7. River in South America

10. Type of tilting train
12. Egan, 2019 Tour de France Winner
13. One of the bones of the ear
15. One of the houses at Hogwarts
19. Tree of the genus castanea
20. 1975 F1 Champion
22. French town, twinned with Solihull
24. .. Land, musical film
26. Gulf of the Baltic Sea
27. Type of rubber boot
29. Grand Duke of Luxembourg
30. French vegetable dish
32. Country, capital Sofia
35. Gene, character in Life on Mars
36. Type of drum from West Africa
37. Orange juice and vodka cocktail
38. Ship on which Dracula sails to England
39. World's oldest sailing regatta (5,4)

Down
1. River in Italy
2. Seaport in northern Germany
4. Hybrid motorcycle of the 1960s
5. Spanish for chicken
6. City in Russia
8. Capital of Venezuela
9. Residents of Wimbedon Common

10. Character creater by Michael Bond
11. Highest mountain in Provence
14. Container-seeking gps activity
16. Miscanthus, biomass crop (8,5)
17. Figure skating jump
18. Headland on the coast of Kent
21. Chocolate cake of Austrian origin
23. Roman name for York
25. Type of large crustacean (6,4)
28. Element, symbol S
31. American weekly news magazine
33. Greek goddess of the hunt
34. Super Mario character
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Wem and District Garden Club
The Garden Club meets at 7.30pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Senior Club. 
Refreshments are served at every meeting and everyone is most welcome.  We have 
talks on a variety of subjects, occasional outings and a social evening in December. We 
also have competitions (‘A flower from my garden’ and ‘The biggest tomato’)  and a 
plant exchange table for anyone who has plants they would like to swap or give away.  

Our programme for the remainder of 2020 is as follows:
Apr - Planting for Spring (Alison Berrisford) Sept - Head Gardener, Dorothy Clive Garden
May - ‘My Tatton Journey’ (Penny Herne) Oct - ‘Your vegetable plot’ (Mike Casera) 
Jun - Hopes Garden Plants   Nov - Botanic Gin (Richard Gulliver)
July - Visit to Wollerton Hall   Dec - Social Evening
Aug - Vegetable Competition

Also look out for the Spring Market on 25th April and the Millennium Green Plant Sale on 16th May.

We look forward to seeing you!
Gill Glover - Chairman (email: gill@gkglover.plus.com)

New!  Wem Area Climate Forum
Last November and December (2019) the Town Council held meetings to birth a local 
community-led Climate Forum to work with them initiating ideas and actions which will 
support issues arising from climate change that will affect the town.

At the December meeting there were 20 local people, including Councillor George Nash 
and a new resident in Wem, Hilary Canto, who was appointed Chair of the Climate Fo-
rum.  We discussed a whole raft of amazing ideas from the people of the town which 
included subjects such as waste, water, food, travel and energy. Just to start the ball 
rolling!  The Town Council is committed to being carbon neutral by 2030 and the Fo-
rum’s role is to help in many other ways.

The Forum will hold regular meetings to discuss and then act upon the most pressing 
issues for the town from climate change. We hope to update the town with our projects 
in The Wemian as regularly as possible.

It is important that the local community takes an interest in the projects of the Forum, 
because the initiatives passed will require support and action by residents in the town. 
The challenges that climate change will bring at local and national level will need us 
all to act upon these local projects to help each other and be effective.

Contact wemclimateforum@gmail.com for more information.
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Royal British Legion 

Wem Branch looks forward to the New Year and thanks the Wem and local community 
for its tremendous support shown over the years, particularly last year with the fantas-
tic turnout for the Remembrance Service and Parade.

Phil Moyse MBE was appointed as the Chairman in the Oc-
tober AGM last year.  He took over from the irreplaceable 
Christine Saxton who had been the Chairman and Sec-
retary for several years.  Christine has received a Gold 
Award for the tremendous work she has done in the past.  
Thankfully Christine is still the Secretary and will pass on 
her knowledge and skills to Phil. 

When you think that just a few years ago the membership 
was just down to three members, Christine, Ann Whitfield 
and Margaret Prodger have built it up to 50 members, 
which is a tremendous testament to their hard work.  We 
have regular meetings at the United Services Club most months starting from March.  
Our meetings are well supported, friendly and sociable.  If you fancy joining us, you are 
more than welcome.  Coffee mornings are very popular in the town and we thank those 
who support the Wem Branch of the RBL on these mornings.

Meetings (held at the USC on Wednesdays, starting at 7.30pm)  
March 11th, May 6th, June 10th, July 8th, September 9th, October 14th, November 4th

Coffee Mornings (held on Saturdays from 10am until 12.30pm at the USC) 
April 11th - Easter Coffee morning      
December 5th - Christmas Coffee morning 

Events:  
8th -10th May - Celebration of the VE and VJ 
Saturday 3rd June - Wem Branch VE & VJ day in the Town Hall from 9am to 4pm  
Saturday 5th September - Carnival
Sunday 8th November - Remembrance Parade and Service
December - Winter Festival – date to follow

Contact numbers:
Philip Moyse (Chairman) 01939 233533 
Christine Saxton (Secretary) Mobile 07896921612

Have a look at our Facebook Page ‘Royal British Legion Wem Branch’
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Getting Older Adults on Line 
 

 
In 2019, GOAL’s work in Wem was recognised with the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. 
 
Free individual computer tuition for over 55s and people with disabilities is offered by our 
experienced volunteers on Tuesday and Friday mornings in Edinburgh House, New Street, 
Wem.  We provide one-to-one tuition in a friendly atmosphere. 
 
You can bring your own laptop/tablet/phone or, if you are thinking of buying any of these 
items, then come and see us and we will let you practise on one of our own and give some 
guidance. 
 
So why is it so important nowadays to become computer literate? 

• Communication is quick easy with email, WhatsApp, Facebook, FaceTime, Skype 
etc. 

• Paying bills online seems to be scary, but if you follow the guidelines it is very useful 
and safe. 

• The Internet.  Find out how to use the internet to spell a word, gain all sorts of 
knowledge, shop around, get your car taxed, book holidays, compare insurance 
deals where you can save hundreds of pounds. 

• It is the future – try to get up to date or you may lose out. 
 
The training is free - what have you got to lose? 
 
We run one-hour long sessions on Tuesdays from 10.00 to 12.00 and on Fridays from 10.30 
to 12.30 
 
There is no limit to the number of times that you may attend. 
 
Contact: 
Veronica Hilton our Membership Secretary on 01939 252869 or our Chairman Phil Moyse 
on 01939 233533. 
 

Come and use this award-winning group. 
 

We look forward to meeting up with you. 
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Neil Hughes
Roofing

Slating and Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss 

Removal.

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

01939 233509 / 07813 850263
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CHURCHES IN WEM
Wem Methodist Church

Aston Street, Wem. 
Office: 01939 236452 Mon-Thurs 9am-1pm

Email address: wemmethodistoffice@gmail.com                                                                                        
Ministers: Rev. Julia Skitt 07810 360778, Deacon Carys Woodley  

01939 235504, Lay Pastor Jacob Molyneux 01691 682440
Please see times of services and other activities on the noticeboard at church or on 

the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the map of Wem.
 

Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Patrick English - 01691 622283
Please see times of mass and other activities on the noticeboard at church or on the 

large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the map of Wem.

The Religious Society of Friends ‘Quakers’
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. 

T. Hobday - 01939 234082 or G. Roper - 01939 233754
www.wemquakers.org.uk

For times of services please phone Terry Hobday or George Roper.

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church, Wem
Rector: Rev. Nick Heron - 01939 232550                                                 

Hall Bookings: Mrs Elaine Shaw - 01939 236575
www.wemcofe.co.uk / Facebook - St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Wem
Please see times of services and other activities on the noticeboard at church or on 

the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the map of Wem.  

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem.   

Rev. Colin Jones - 01939 235972
www.wembaptistchurch.co.uk

Please see times of services and other activities on the noticeboard at church.



26

SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME

ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 1.30-4pm

BADMINTON TUES           Weekly                                8.00pm

BEAVERS Weekly Term Time   MON. 4.30pm - 5.30pm and 5.45pm -6.45pm

BOWLING CLUB Regular

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed

CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

CLIVE FRIENDLY BRIDGE CLUB TUES 2pm-4pm  & WED 7.30pm-10pm

CLIVE NON-LEAGUE BOWLING CLUB Phone for days and times

COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm

CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION and SNOOKER CLUB Call for information (Snooker - Weeknights, 7pm)

CUBS / SCOUTS   Weekly Term Time - CUBS WED and THURS 5.45pm - 7.15pm / SCOUTS WED 7.30pm - 9.00pm                                    

DIABETES UK - NORTH SHROPSHIRE SUPPORT GROUP                    Bi-monthly on a Weds (not July/Aug) 2-4pm

EXTEND EXERCISE GROUP THURS Weekly 2-3pm

FREEMASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm

FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH ROAD CEMETERY MON Quarterly 6.00pm

GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

GOAL (Getting Older Adults on Line) TUES / FRI        Weekly                        10am-12 noon 

GUIDES / BROWNIES Brownies - Weekly Term Time (Fridays 5.30-7pm)

JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

JUBILEE JUNIOR BAND MON Weekly 6 -8pm

ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12 noon

PROBUS (MEN) and PROBUS (LADIES) Ladies-2nd Thurs/Men-1st Weds of Mth 12.15 for 1pm

RNLI (WEM BRANCH)

ROTARY CLUB MON 1st Mon - 7.00 / 3rd Mon - 12.00

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2nd Wednesday of Month 7.30pm

SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm

SHAWBURY MILITARY WIVES CHOIR WED Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

THE ECKFORD SWEET PEA SOCIETY OF WEM As and When

TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm

THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday 2.00-4.00pm

TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5)    MON                        Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm

WEM & DISTRICT U3A 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am

WEM LABOUR SUPPORTERS GROUP Monthly

WEM LIB DEMS (All supporters welcome) 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

WEM SENIOR CLUB THURS Weekly 10-11.30am

WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED. Weekly 6.30pm

WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM

WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

YOUTH CLUB (10-14 year olds) Drop in term time Weds, 6.00-8.00 pm
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PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE

Meet at Wem Senior Club       Sarah Jones - sarahisobel@yahoo.co.uk 07775 574805

Thomas Adams Sports Hall Andrew Dutton 07976 973480

Scout/Guide HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703

Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) Pat Davies 01939 233918

Wem Conservative Club Louise Green 01939 236150

Wem Conservative Club Liz Broomhall 01939 232573

Meet at Wem Snr Club    Sheila Richardson (email wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443

Clive Village Hall Chris Abbey 01939 220755

Behind Clive Hall,Clive. For info please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church,Wem Val Lusby 01939 200309

Conservative Club Peter Broomhall: 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Scout/Guide HQ, Bowens Field Jenny Hegglin 07734 859029

Wem Methodist Church Hall David Ball 01939 234163

Wem Methodist Church Hall Carole Curphey 01939 234156 

Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch David Gwilliams 01939 290457

Parish Church David Boddy 01939 234708

Meet at Wem Senior Club  Gill Glover 01939 233357 & Mary Millington 01948 710328

Edinburgh House, New Street,Wem                           Phil Moyse                                  01939 233533

Guides - Weekly Term Time (Tues 6-8pm), Scout/Guide HQ    Tel: Katie Carter 01939 232859

Band Room, Thomas Adams School

Band Room, Thomas Adams School. Aimee Hawke 01939 236527 or wjbjuniors@outlook.com

1, Talbot Development,Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673

United Services Club - (Ladies) - 01939 234156  or Alan Denison (Men) - 01939 233034

For information please phone Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779

Old Rectory Clare Harris 01691 610452

United Services Club, Leek Street Christine Saxton 07896 921612

Wem Sports & Social Club Vera Grocott 01939 233482

Station Church (Not behind wire, no ID req’d) Sharon Reardon 07852 459208

Phone for information. Show Manager: Karen Good 01948 840293 / Val Good 01948 840779

Wem Sports & Social Club

Wem Methodist Church. Please always phone Pat Davies for information on 01948 880278

Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347

Wem Town Hall          Contact: John Smith (john52@btinternet.com) 01630 638869

For more information please contact: teresahewson@talktalk.net

The Castle, High Street, Wem Contact Chris Mellings 07990 085200

Wem Senior Club Brian Branch 01939 235533

Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem, Peter Hughes 07905 845615 / Coach: Harrison 07415 507425

Various local walks.  Anthony Eccleston 01948 841264 / G.Brown (for times) 01939 232120

Wem Senior Club         Contact: Hilary Morris 01939 232649 / Shirley Horton 01939 233465

Youth Club, Leek Street, Wem                Contact Ian Cruise-Taylor for information 01630 684218

Societies
Societies

Societies
Societies

Societies
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Events at Wem Library 
Card making craft group 

Tuesdays 10.30am
Join our weekly group 
to design and make 
your own greetings 
cards; help is at hand 
and card making 
books available to 
provide inspiration. 

Do you 
 like playing 

Why not join our weekly 
Scrabble group? 

Tuesdays 2pm onwards 

Thursdays 10.30am Creative writing 
Any budding authors out there? 

Regular creative 
writing sessions 
take place at 
Wem library; 
please ask staff 
for details of next 
session. 

Friends of Wem 
Library 

The Friends group 
has been created 
to support and 
promote the 
library. We hold 
regular monthly 

meetings, either with a speaker or a 
general discussion. Please see the 
noticeboard or ask the staff for details of 
our next event. 

 Bookstart Rhyme Time   
and Story Time 

Stories and fun 
rhyming activities 
for children under 5. 

Every Friday 
2.15-2.45pm 

Regular school holiday events for children - Please ask staff for details 

Craft sessions  
Suitable for ages 4-11 

Jake's Take  
Interactive storytelling sessions from 
Young Storyteller of the Year, Jake 

'Trick' Evans. Suitable for children 5-11 
Tea, coffee, hot chocolate & biscuits available.  

All this plus books, DVDs, photocopier, computer, WiFi & internet access, 
Wem Library, High Street, Wem, SY4 5AA; phone 01939 236995 

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10-5, Friday 2-5, Saturday 9.30-1 

 Join our weekly 
drop-in Knit & natter 
sessions; share your love 
of knitting/crochet and 
make new friends

Knit & Natter
Join our drop-in 
sessions to share 

your love of 
knitting /crochet
/crafts and make 

new friends.



29

SUE PERRY - WISHING WELL HOME CARE
AWARD WINNING HOME CARER

• We are a local company in the town with a lovely team of  ladies.
• Clients are treated like members of  our own families.

• We can offer our clients a comprehensive care package to include personal 
care, companionship, cleaning, shopping, taking for appointments, etc.

In addition we actively encourage social interaction within the community by organising regu-
lar get-togethers which include a seated exercise classes held once a fortnight at the Westlands 

Community Room followed by afternoon tea.

We also enjoy a monthly outing together.  We have been on steam trains at Welshpool and 
Llangollen, as well as canal rides and trips to garden centres.  We also go to the seaside in the 

summer and the pantomime at Christmas.  Everyone is welcome to join us and will be accom-
panied by one of  our lovely volunteers.

References / Testimonials available upon request
PHONE : 01939 233114 / 07971 182163

EMAIL : enquiries@wishingwellhomecare.co.uk
W: www.wishingwellhomecare.co.uk

Or call in and see us at Unit 1, Maypole Court, High Street, Wem, SY4 5AA
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Distant Healing & 

Bach Flower Therapy
Hilary Canto BFRP

07706 115922 - hilarycanto@gmail.com

God made human beings with the same energy 
composition as our physical universe so all 

healing energy flows from God into creation 
working through a healer to help a person or 
situation. This activates our inner knowing to 

support the changes needed to heal.

Bach Flower therapy uses the vibration of 
flowers captured as essences which are taken 

as drops to help heal the emotional and mental 
challenges of life. 

Whatever you need, I am an experienced healer 
and offer sessions for individuals and pets 

requiring help in any daily life situation.

Experience receiving the healing energy of 
God’s creation and free your life!
Session Cost: £10 per 15 minutes

Fry - Days
Wem Car Park

Open Mondays to Saturdays
11.30am - 2.00pm
4.30pm - 9.00pm

Traditional Fish & Chips
Burgers

All Food Cooked Fresh

Telephone Orders Welcome

01939 233376
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The children and staff welcome you to Whixall CE Primary School and Nursery. 
We offer: 

 A stimulating and creative curriculum which is enhanced by many  enriching 

  activities and visits. 

 A team of staff who are committed to deliver the best possible education 
and pastoral care for the children. 

 Children who have a fantastic attitude to learning and who care about their 
school, each other and the wider community. 

 Superb facilities including a pottery room complete with kiln, a nature area 
with a pond and an authentic thatched Celtic hut, a tennis court and play 
equipment. 

 A daily breakfast club from 7.30 a.m. 

 A wide range of after school clubs which take place every day  until   

       5.00 p.m. these include, sports, art, film, pottery, singing, homework,    

       cookery   

 Annual residential visits for Years 3 and 6 

 Class music tuition in Violin, Ukele, Recorder and Folk Whistle. private   
Guitar lessons on request. 

 Spanish lessons  for all children in KS 2. 

 Swimming lessons for all the children. 

 A Nursery on site catering for 2 + years. 

 

For further information or to arrange a visit, please contact us by: 

Telephone: 01948 880330 

E-mail:  admin@whixall.shropshire.sch.uk 

‘a good school with outstanding features.’ Ofsted  

and Nursery 
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20 Wemsbrook Road,  Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791 509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available: 
Crèche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a little 
‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am-7pm by arrangement.

Funded only sessions for children 3 years and over: 9-11.30 and 
1.30-4.00.

Breakfast, after-school and holiday club for children 5-8 years old 
at Stables.
Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery

after-school 
and holiday 

club
for 8 to16s. 

Based at Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and Newtown
School

• a warm and safe place
to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm

Park Hall Forest Pre-school , based at 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, 
Oswestry, is the first outdoor pre-
school in Shropshire.

• A magical environment where children are free to
investigate and explore and be at one with nature.

• Learning through play using their imagination.
• Incorporates all areas of learning.
• Informal and relaxed environment.

Places available.  Please give us a call for further information. 
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20 Wemsbrook Road,  Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791 509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available: 
Crèche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a little 
‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am-7pm by arrangement.

Funded only sessions for children 3 years and over: 9-11.30 and 
1.30-4.00.

Breakfast, after-school and holiday club for children 5-8 years old 
at Stables.
Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery

after-school 
and holiday 

club
for 8 to16s. 

Based at Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and Newtown
School

• a warm and safe place
to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm

Park Hall Forest Pre-school , based at 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, 
Oswestry, is the first outdoor pre-
school in Shropshire.

• A magical environment where children are free to
investigate and explore and be at one with nature.

• Learning through play using their imagination.
• Incorporates all areas of learning.
• Informal and relaxed environment.

Places available.  Please give us a call for further information. 
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J PAGE LTD 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
INSTALLATIONS

01939 220520
07973 106188

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in 
piano & theory

Qualified teacher with 25 
years’ experience

Adults & children welcome 
DBS checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189
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www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk
CALL TODAY ON 01939 23500

or 07971 924851

SELF STORAGE
at WEM BUSINESS PARK

NEW STREET, WEM
SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

• CCTV MONITORED.

• MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL TERMS.

• FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNITURE  

 HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT,  

 BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC.

• ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORAGE’ AVAILABLE.

8’, 10’ and 20’ Units available in 
the centre of Wem

PLEASE PHONE 01939 233248 
OR RING BARRY 07860 383939 or JAYNE 07581 466102

EMAIL: bhwem@live.co.uk

Head office
Welsh Bridge
1 Frankwell
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY3 8JY

t: 01743 248545
f: 01743 242979
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

Harlescott office
6/7 Harlescott Lane
Harlescott
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY1 3AH

t: 01743 467641
f: 01743 462384
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

Whitchurch office
45 Green End
Whitchurch
Shropshire
SY13 1AD

t: 01948 663361
f: 01948 666280
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

www.hatchers.co.uk

At Hatchers Solicitors we like to put our clients first. We work closely
with both individuals and businesses within the local community and
pride ourselves in offering the right advice and solutions to all our clients.

For friendly and professional advice please call your 
local office or visit our legal surgery at Wem Town Hall, 
9am – 12pm every Thursday.

Corporate & Business Law I Employment I Commercial Property 
Dispute Resolution I Residential Property I Agricultural Law & Property 
Family I Personal Injury I Wills, Probate & Estate Planning I Criminal Defence

Putting our clients 1st

Hatchers A6 Nov 2015 Parish Ad  12/11/2015  12:13  Page 1
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PLUMBER

FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING 
REPAIRS

AND 
EMERGENCIES 

CONTACT 
DAVE MADDEN

01948 710682
07500 223912

“SMALL JOBS DONE”

Lisa Ward
By Design

At Maypole Court 
for your made to measure

Curtains, 
Roman Blinds, 

Soft Furnishings, 
Poles & Tracks

Please Call in 
01939 768030
07800 951245

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
M.O.T. TESTING 

SERVICING 
RESTORATION 

RECOVERY SERVICE 
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR  QUADRICYCLES

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
MOT TESTING

SERVICING
RESTORATION

RECOVERY SERVICE
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR QUADRICYCLES
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Contact me
Tel: 01939 235651  
Mob: 07557 131031
Email: nicola.okeeffe@personaltravelagents.co.uk 
Website: nicola-okeeffe.personaltravelagents.uk.com

As your personal travel agent I will take time to get to know you and what you want from your holiday.  I am 
available at a time that is convenient for you and with the latest technology at my fingertips, you don't need 
to spend your valuable time on the high street, trawling the internet or making endless phone calls.  I can 
help you with all your travel requests, so whether it's the family holiday of a lifetime, a far-flung adventure 
or child free pure romance, I can share my experiences, knowledge and passion to make your holiday.

Your Personal Travel Agent 

NicolaO'Keeffe
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C.R. CLEANING
CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY - OVENS

EXPERTLY CLEANED
• STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
• HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRING CLEANS)
• INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
• DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS 
• FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

DAVID NIXON: OFFICE 01948 880994 MOBILE 07980 635594

Open:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 5pm 

Wednesday & Saturday 9am - 1pm

Excellent  Quality 
Excellent Workmanship 

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson * 
Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422
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01939 220250 / 220131

Phillip Appleby
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner

Tel:  01952 770780
Mobile: 07531 720512 

email: phil@elitefeetbyphil.co.uk

Treatment in the comfort of 
your own home

• calluses and corns
• ingrown toenails
• fungal infections
• routine foot care
• nail trimmings
• diabetic foot care
• massage
• pain free and functional feet

Elite  Feet
by Phil

Call to arrange appointment
Tel: 01939 235880  Mobile 07794 524347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

ALLMARK 
CAKES 

Celebration Cakes and Cupcakes for 
Every Occasion 

Contact Helen Allmark:- 
Address: 35 Somerset Way,  

Wem, SY4 5UP 
Tel: 01939 234543 or 07890 347207 
Email: helenallmark@eclipse.co.uk 

Facebook: Helen Allmark or  
Allmark Cakes 
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WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers & Magazines 

Home Delivery Service 
Confectionery & Drinks 

Stationery & Cards
Ice Cream & Slush

37 High Street, Wem

01939 236622

KYNASTONS OF WEM 
REPAIRS TO 

WASHING MACHINES 
DISHWASHERS 

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS 

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District 

For over 30 years 
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN 01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
 DIY REPAIRS

Guaranteed repairs, Sensible prices
 

Accommodation
Moving house, relocation,  

refurbishment, 
Family friends to stay and not  

enough space?

Newton Meadows Cottages
Wem Road, 
Harmer Hill, 

SY4 3EA

2 to 4 bedrooms, sleeping 4 to 7 persons
Large car park and garden

Newtonmeadows@hotmail.com
www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

01939 290346
07851 298 054

Shropshire Architectural

Architectural Design, Planning 
and Building Regulations

George Nutter

  07532 345100 or 01743 383519

shropshirearchitectural@yahoo.com
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In pain?  
Stressed?

Depressed?  
Postural problems?

Phobias or addictions?  
Sporting injuries?

Muscular problems?  
Feeling below par?

Sue Rigby at Gemini
Quantum-Touch and Reiki

Sue is a Certified Quantum-Touch Instructor, 
offering Level 1 workshops 

01939 233466 or 07531 139387

www.handsforhealing.net

Alternative 
Health

Ingrid Bariosco and Kevin Dawson both 
qualified and insured practitioners.

We offer treatments to relieve stress, anx-
iety, tension, pain and boost energy levels 

and enjoy a better quality of life.

Treatments on offer are:
Reiki, Five Element Reiki, Crystal Heal-

ing and Indian Head Massage.

We also offer one day courses in Reiki 1&2.  
Two day courses in Reiki Master and or 

Reiki Master/Teacher training.

Contact Ingrid or Kevin for details
01939 234712  

Mobile Number 07549 997430

Emails: ingridbariosco@yahoo.co.uk or 
ingridatalternativehealth@gmail.com

WEMIAN CRAFTS
ARTISAN

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE
We provide a framing service 

based in Wem, Shropshire
Frames are custom-made in our 

workshop using solid hard or 
soft wood, shaped to customers’ 

own requirements.  
No job too large or small.

Competitive Prices
Give us a call or email for a no 

obligation quotation
Telephone Kevin or Ingrid on 

01939 234712 
email: wemcrafts@gmail.com
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DELICIOUS HOME COOKED FOOD AND SUPERB SELECTION OF 
FINE WINES & ALES

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR PAULINE DEE 
REPRESENTING WEM, WEM RURAL & WHIXALL

I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A THURSDAY MORNING STARTING AT 
WEM SENIOR CLUB BEFORE VISITING WEM BAPTIST CHURCH (BOTH CHAPEL ST 

WEM) AND FINALLY WEM TOWN HALL FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please telephone 

01939 233037 or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE



44



45

MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds 
DBS checked 
References

Alan Cliff: 
01939 234790
07791 212196

Home Tuition

Liz Castle MBAcC  
ACUPUNCTURIST 

 

Safe, effective treatment for a 

wide range of conditions. Liz is 

an experienced acupuncturist 

and a Member of the British 

Acupuncture Council. 

 

Clinics in Wem and Whitchurch 

 

Tel: 01948 880170 

www.lizcastle.com 

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygienists

Mrs S Singh BDS 
Mr D Singh BDS 

Dental care plans 
available
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Welcome	to	‘Whitchurch	Dental	Studio’	- an	
independently-owned	private	dental	practice.		Our	

aim	is	to	provide	you	with	gentle,	high-quality	dental	
care	in	a	warm,	relaxed	and	friendly	environment.	

 

The Old Fire Station, Brownlow Street, Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, SY13 1QS 

Tel: 01948 661139 
Email: info@whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

www.whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

Still registering new patients! 

Our services include: New Patient Check-ups 
Routine Examinations 
Hygienist Services 
Fillings, Crowns, Bridges 
Implants 
Six-month Smile Orthodontics 
Tooth Whitening 
And Much More……….

If	you	would	like	more	information	or	to	book	an	
appointment,	please	call	us	on:	01948	661139	
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Surgery Dates 2020
Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following date:

Saturday 28th March 9.15am - 10.15am
Saturday 25th April, 9.15am - 10.15am
Saturday 30th May, 9.15am - 10.15am

Venue: The Fire Station, High Street, Wem
If you have any issues Chris can help with between Surgeries, please feel free to write to him at 

Dwyfor, 37 Kynaston Drive, Wem, SY4 5DE or 
email: chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk or tel: 01743 252929

WEM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
CHRIS MELLINGS

 

Pampered Souls by J and S 
Beautiful Bespoke Treatments 

 
Visit us on the High Street opposite the Wem Community Library 
 

Hot Stone Therapy, Back Massage, Microdermabrasion Facial, 
Acrylic/Gel Extensions, Make up by Max Factor, Hopi Ear Candling, 
Gua Sha Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, UV Gel Polish, Lash Lift, Reiki. 

 

Foot Care Clinic - we can treat Diabetic feet, corns, calluses, fungal 
nails, ingrown toe nails, cracked heels and more. We stock foot 
creams by Flexitol and Gehwol. Treatments carried out by: 

Jenny Marr, Registered Foot Health Practitioner (SAC Dip RFHP) 
www.footreg.org s286813 

 
We also stock MONU Skincare products. 

 
Jenny & Sarah  
 

 01939 768095 

 PamperedSouls.co.uk 

 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 

6A High Street, Wem, Shropshire. SY4 5AA 
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Local, Professional & Friendly Service.          
 

***Water Treatment Specialists*** 
 

Fed up of the smell of Chlorine in your drinking water, shower or bath??  
Fed up of Lime Scale build up in your appliances that they break down??  
Fed up of using lots of cleaning products to make your home sparkle?? 

 

Here at Wrekin Water,  
We specialise in water treatment for drinking water and for your whole property 

to abolish Chlorine, Lime Scale, Sediment, Oestrogens, Micro Plastics and 
other contaminants that could be present in your water supply.  

 

We sell a variety of products suitable for:  
Homes (For Home Owners &Tenants), Caravans, Motor Homes, Boats,  
Offices, Commercial Properties, Cafes, Pubs, Restaurants, Farms etc.  

 
 

* Water Softeners * Drinking Water Filter Systems * UV Systems * 
* Replacement UV Bulbs * Replacement Water Filters *  

* Gravity Fed Drinking Systems *  
* Specialist Private Water Units *  

* Scale Inhibitors * Branded Filters*  
* Softener Spare Parts * Media/Resin * 

*Local installations and servicing available* 
 
 

 

 

Based in 
Wem  

&  
Northwood 

Find us on 
Facebook,  

Twitter  
& 

 Instagram 
 

@WrekinWater Call us on 01939 233015 
 

Email us orders@wrekinwater.co.uk  
 

  Visit our webpage: www.wrekinwaterfiltration.co.uk 
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COUNTY 
SECURITY
24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS 
LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS 
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON: 
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

Email: tony.csltd@btinternet.com 
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

LOCKSMITH COTTAGE, TILLEY VILLAGE, SY4 5HE

WEM 
BOOKSHOP

Proprietor K. L. Jones

Customer Orders 
Book Tokens

81 High Street 
Wem 

Shropshire 
SY4 5DR

Tel. 01939 234377

Hillc
op Bank

BOARDING KENNELS
Set in the beautiful North Shropshire 

countryside we have nine purpose built 
kennels for the more pampered pooch. 

All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm 
Aston Road

Wem 
Shrewsbury 

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07388 721555
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Fast efficient service for your Letters/ 

Reports/Assignments

A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on 

content and letters of application

Data Entry

Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600

valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk

/ 

 Dripping taps (inside & out) 
 Washing machine fitting 
 Water leaks of any kind 
 Anything that needs refitting 

or is loose 
 Immersion heater replacement 
 Curtain rail fitting 
 Shower resealing 
 Doors sticking 
 Lock replacement 
 Install new light fitting  

MERLIN MINOR SERVICES 
PLUMBING & HANDYMAN  

07850 706985 
 
40 year experience in plumbing now semi 

retired available for all those small 
maintenance jobs around the house 

 

No Call Out Charge |  Free Estimates 
Alec Weeks  07850 706985 

 

emaundandsons@googlemail.com
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Lost a button? 
Hem come undone? 
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations 
and sewing requirements

Contact: 
Sue
On

01948 841076
Or 

07876 308062

Are you in Pain? 
• Toothache driving you mad 
but can't see a dentist for 
weeks!

• Call us today at CHAPEL 
STREET on 01939-232864

• First choice for Emergency 
care 
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• All kinds of trees expertly 
 felled, topped and pruned
• Hedges trimmed
• All kinds of Cherry, Fruit, 
 Conifers, Silver Birch 
 Trees carefully pruned
• All rubbish removed
• N P T C Qualified
• Fully Insured
• Registered Waste Carrier
• Competitive Prices

PLEASE PHONE FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 07773 118269
Freephone : 0800 747 1975
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Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. 
Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers. 
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

WE'RE ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP 

D-250DF807 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make 
changes to your policy, make a claim or need financial advice. 
 
We can help you with: 
• Home Insurance       • Car Insurance 
• Business Insurance       • Commercial Vehicle Insurance 
• Retirement Planning      • Protection 
 
NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and 
selected products from specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we 
offer and the charges. Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select 
Investments Ltd. 
 
For a real conversation about your insurance 
Give us a call or pop in 
NFU Mutual Wem, Insurance House, Wem Business Park, Wem,  SY4 5DZ  
01939 232 215  
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Gemini
Hair & Beauty

Wig Consultancy & Styling                       
NHS & Private

KERATIN REVOLUTION NANO-INTENSE
M ulti-use 3-in-1                                    

Keratin S tra ightening Treatm ent

52 High Street Wem
01939 232186

Hand & Foot Care                               
Facial & Eye Care                          

Massage & Body Treatments              
Hopi Ear Candles                              

Make-Up                                             
Male & Female Waxing                                                 

Ear Piercing                                               
Spray Tanning                                      

Eyelash Lift                           
Gel Nail Extensions                         

Shellac Nails                      
Vertical Sun-bed 

All Aspects of Hairdressing              
Bridal & Prom

BLONDME LIGHTENING & COLOUR

PREMIUM BONDING SERVICES

Design - our creative team are on hand to help with your design 
and marketing.

PRINT - business stationery, leaflets, brochures, posters, labels 
and much more.

Signage - banners, flags, 
exhibition displays, fabric displays 
and gazebos.

Photo Products - from digital prints 
to canvas prints to photo panels and 
photo gifts.

Stationery Supplies - a wide range 
from pens, ink cartridges to cabinets.

59 noble street, wem  sy4 5dt
tel: 01939 232796

email: sales@nsprint.co.uk
www.nsprint.co.uk
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Northwood Nurseries.co.uk

Top Quality Hanging Baskets and Plants
 

Find us at The Indoor Market in Wem Town Hall
Every Thursday From March

 

Order Online: northwoodnurseries.co.uk
or call:

Matt: 07887 517159  -  Tom: 07583 500888
Part of Mills Gardening Services

Like Our
Facebook Page

For
Special Offers


