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Over 70 years of  quality service
A local, family company

BENBOW BROS
Tree Care Specialists

• Felling
• Tree Surgery

• Hedge Cutting
• Stump Removal

• Storm Damage Trees
• Care of Specimen Trees

• Year Round Site Clearance

Telephone: 01939 200242
Email: enquiries@benbowbrothers.co.uk

www.benbowbrothers.co.uk
Benbow Brothers (Timber) Ltd, 

The Lodge, Lee Brockhurst, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5SA

Tel: 01939 200242

Free Estimates  •  Full Insurance
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Disclaimer:
The articles and images available in The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
ter account are for informational purposes only. 
The opinions expressed at or through The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
ter account are the opinions of the individual author 
and may not reflect the opinions of The Wemian or 
any individual Wemian Volunteer.  Businesses, prod-
ucts, services, societies, clubs, churches, organisa-
tions, meetings and events advertised within The 
Wemian are not necessarily endorsed or recom-
mended by The Wemian. Unless otherwise notified 
The Wemian will appear on www.thewemian.co.uk 
as a pdf file exactly as it appears in printed form.

THANKS TO OUR PRINTERS
www.cheapleaflets.co.uk

THANKS TO RICHARD FROM
www.activecomp.co.uk

FOR HOSTING THE WEBSITE

From the Editors
Welcome to the spring edition of The Wemian 
magazine, our first one of 2019.  

As we write this, Brexit negotiations are still 
very much ongoing.  Who knows what may have 
happened between us writing this and you read-
ing it!  In keeping with the ‘topic of the mo-
ment’, the crossword for this edition has a Brex-
it theme.  Have a go and see what you’ve picked 
up over the past months!

There are plenty of other things to read about 
in the magazine, with articles from Wem Rural 
Parish Council, the Combine Harvesters and Ly-
neal Trust, amongst many others.  Brock gives 
us another interesting chapter from his family’s 
history and there is an article about a new Box-
ing Club which has recently started up in the 
town.  Alongside this, of course, are contribu-
tions from the many organisations and societies 
in and around Wem.

If you are involved in anything which you think 
may be of interest to the people of Wem, we 
would love to hear from you.  Our email address 
is on this page, or you can contact us through 
the website, where you can also read past edi-
tions of the magazine.

The summer edition of The Wemian is due out 
at the end of May and the deadline for contri-
butions is 15th April 2019.  Please get in touch!

Sally and Andy



4

Lyneal Trust
The Lyneal Trust, based at Lyneal Wharf near Ellesmere, has been dedicated to pro-
viding accessible canal holidays and days out for families and groups where one of the 
group has special needs, disability, or vulnerability of all ages since 1985.  Over this 
time in excess of 24,000 people have enjoyed a holiday or a day out, an event many had 
never thought possible.  The Trust is run entirely by local volunteers.

The three boats that the Trust operates include two holiday boats and a day boat, all of 
which have been specially designed and built to the Trust’s specification and are unique 
in narrowboat design.  The Shropshire Lass and Shropshire Maid, both 70 foot long, sleep 
eight or six people respectively and provide full accessibility to all parts of the boat.  
Both have a purpose-built wet room and toilets to accommodate wheelchair users.  All 
of the boats have ramps and hydraulic lifts which allow everyone to be part of the holi-
day.  Full instructions in the use and handling of the boat, including locks and steering, 
are provided by the ‘meet and greet’ volunteer to ensure a safe and enjoyable trip in 
whichever direction is chosen.

The Shropshire Lady is our fully accessible 60 foot purpose-built day boat, allowing up 
to 12 passengers to enjoy a day trip on the Llangollen canal in whichever direction they 
choose.  Accessibility to all parts of the boat was an essential part of the design and 
provides huge windows, skylights, heating if required and disabled toilet.  She also has 
a small galley with hob, fridge and all the crockery and cutlery which may be required, 
giving the option to bring your own picnic or call at a canal-side café or pub.

A booking on the Shropshire Lady comes with a fully qualified skipper and crew so that 
the passengers can sit back and enjoy the day, company and scenery.  If the weather 
suits, we can open up the front area of the boat to enjoy the peace and tranquillity as 
you glide along.

The Trust also has the canal keeper’s cottage, fully fitted with a modern kitchen, all 
appliances including crockery and cooking utensils, ready to call home for eight people.  
There are two separately adapted chalets, again with wet rooms to suit people with 
disabilities.  Combine a stay at the wharf and chalets with a day out on the Shropshire 
Lady.

For a video tour of the boats together with photographs of the interior go to
www.lyneal-trust.org.uk and check availability and prices by email
bookings@lyneal-trust.org.uk.
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Saturday Special
A short dementia-friendly Church service

Wem Methodist Church
Some recent feedback: ‘I look forward to it every month, a lovely way to start 

Saturday, a relaxed, fun way to worship.’
10.30am for a 30-minute service, followed by refreshments

For further details, please contact: Ann Johnson on 01939 232035, Rev Neil Adams on 
07985 417000 or Susan Dutton on 01939 210628.

Future dates are March 16th, April 20th and May 18th

Are you... Steady and Ready? 
Ready to improve muscle strength?  Ready to walk tall with confidence?

Ready to live life to the full? 
Complications of ageing and ill health, if unmanaged, can lead to loss of strength.  
Without muscle strength our balance can decline, leading to feeling unsteady or at 
worst a fall.  However, these problems are not an inevitable part of ageing.  There are 
plenty of ways to stay steady and ready:  

• Always report a fall to a health professional to find the cause.
• Dizziness and unwanted side effects from medication should always be discussed 

with your GP.
• See a chiropodist for foot health problems.  Wear comfortable and supportive foot-

wear. 
• Have regular sight tests and get poor hearing tested as both senses assist balance.  
• Eat healthily.  A balanced diet keeps bones and muscles strong; provides energy; and 

helps us fight infection. 
• Keep active...we are recommended to exercise for 30 minutes 5 times a week.  This 

should be moderate which means feeling warmer and breathing a little more heav-
ily than normal (but not short of breath).  If you’re over 65, twice-weekly muscle 
strengthening is also advisable.  

Put simply, postural stability is the body’s ability to maintain balance.  Postural sta-
bility exercise targets what is needed for this - muscle and bone strength, flexibility, 
endurance, coordination and reaction times.  Exercises are varied and short in du-
ration which means there is low risk of injury...or boredom!   Balance is challenged 
safely, with support available if needed, and you are only ever in competition with 
yourself.  If you feel stronger and steadier, you will be able to move more confidently.   
Individual assessment is offered to ensure the exercise is suitable and regular checks 
will measure improvement. 

Sessions are once-weekly for an hour, followed by time to chat and refreshments.  
Fridays 1pm to 2.30pm, Wem Methodist Church Hall, Aston Street. £6 per session. 
Discount available for block booking.

Tracy Fone, Postural Stability Instructor 07854 646 744 
Please telephone for an initial appointment.

...and get ready, to be steady!
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WEM CRICKET CLUB
The club held its AGM in December and the senior post holders of Geoff Stokes, Pres-
ident, Shaun Astley, Chairman, and Susan Healey, Secretary, remain in post.  Our long 
-serving Treasurer, Mike Sheehy stood down at the AGM and was replaced by Chris Mell-
ings.  Mike has been Wem CC Hon. Treasurer for an incredible 45 years, in particular 
overseeing the move to Soulton Road in 1982, and the major developments on the 
ground in the last few years.  A Life Member of the club, his financial expertise and wise 
counsel have been key elements in the progress that the club has made over the years. 
At our annual presentation evening, tribute was paid to Mike and his wife, Val, in ap-
preciation of all the sterling work that he has done keeping the club on a financial even 
keel.  Thankfully Mike will continue to serve the club as a committee member.

Keith Higgins remains as our Ground Manager, and the club was delighted to be awarded 
the Henshall SCCL Premier League Pitch of the Season trophy, as a result of marks given 
by the standing umpires after each game, based on both the condition of the pitch and 
outfield.  Congratulations to Keith, and to everyone who worked on the ground this year. 
A thoroughly well-deserved honour!

Under radical ECB proposals, the Birmingham League has faced the biggest regional 
shake-up in two decades.  An enforced restructure has seen its league structure halved 
from four divisions to two, with the result that many clubs have had to return to their 
respective feeder leagues in Shropshire, Worcester, Warwickshire and Staffordshire. The 
resulting knock-on effect in Shropshire has meant that the radical reorganisation re-
quired has placed our First XI in the Premier League (as current Champions), our Second 
XI in Division 5, and the Third XI in Sunday Division 1.

The SCCL is scheduled to start on Saturday 27th April, please see local press for details 
of our progress. 

Dates for the diary

March
29th Junior registration night, 7pm in the Clubhouse

April
27th League cricket starts

May
2nd Junior coaching starts, 6.30pm

 

We are always on the lookout for new members to join the club, either as players or as 
volunteers to help with the continued running of the club. Anyone interested in finding 
out more about Wem Cricket Club can contact us by email at wemcc@hotmail.co.uk, 
visit our website www.wemcricketclub.co.uk or phone the Clubhouse during opening 
hours on (01939) 234680.                                                                                 

Graham Furber
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Wem Civic Society
Events:

• Home Front Heroines - Women of Oswestry from 1914 to 1922, by Sarah  
 Gathercole, Tues 19th March, 7.30pm.

• The Complete Owl, by Michael Leach, Tues April 16th, 7.30pm.
• Roman Wroxeter, by Dr Roger White, Tues May 21st, 7.30pm.

Heritage – WEM is a project on Wem town involving historical research and tour-
ism, and the development of related IT skills.  The planning discussion of the pro-
ject, led by George Nash and Jayne Pilkington, took place at the Members’ Forum, 
following the 39th AGM in January.

Shropshire’s Postal History was the topic for the February meeting, the speaker was 
Brian Atkins. 

Reports on Events:
• Local History Evening, in November, featured Roger Dakin on the brewing indus-

try in Wem, Tom Edwards on the local Nonconformist churches, and Sue Robinson 
and Shelagh Richardson talking about the history of cinema in (mainly) Wem Town 
Hall.

• The Christmas Social was held in December with 
a buffet, excellently catered by Angela and Hel-
en Edwards; members were quizzed on a ragbag 
of facts, plus knowledge about bird species, queen 
consorts, sports and films.  A good time was had by 
all, and the mulled apple punch was as popular as 
ever. 

The society’s new publication, Harry Strong, MC: The 
Story of a Wemian in War and Peace, by Alan Riches is 
available for sale from the society or Wem Bookshop.  
The price is £3.50.

The society is interested in the preservation, protec-
tion, development and improvement of the Wem area, 
both the built and natural environment.  It also carries 
out research projects into Wem’s past.

If you are interested in joining Wem Civic Society, the annual membership is £10. 
(You can come to our meetings as a guest for £2.)  If you require more information 
or wish to help with our projects, please contact us on 01939 235443 or email us 
wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk; also try Wem Local (www.wemlocal.org.uk) or ‘Wem Civic’ 
(Facebook).
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WEM ADOS
To the many readers who have contacted me re no article in the winter edition, my profuse 
apologies.  I thought I had sent it, but it is still floating around somewhere!   However, the edi-
tors have kindly agreed to print it, with a short review of our later production.

I do hope you managed to see the wonderful production of Nightingale, presented by 
the youngest of the Stage Door Youth.  Aged 7-11, they enchanted us with Hans Ander-
son’s story about a bored emperor, the real nightingale, and the mechanical one in a 
golden cage.  The production was in the round, a first for the group.  The floor was 
painted as a Chinese carpet, with wall hangings of lanterns and calligraphy, a realistic 
flowering tree and a splendid traditional Chinese dragon.  We were also entertained by 
Chinese-style dancing, something new to the group.  As you know, space does not allow 
me to list those who performed so well, nor the usual backstage supporting team, so do 
go into the Town Hall to see the full list of performers and supporting backstage work-
ers.  My thanks must go to the Town Hall for their support.

You may well have thought after such a performance that we would be resting on our 
laurels, but not a bit of it.  To comply with all the new regulations, we commenced on a 
complete transformation of the backstage area.  This involved the costume department 
being catalogued.  With space now being limited, many items have been transferred to 
the Conservative Club for storage.  We are very grateful to them for their co-operation. 
The team spent many hours on this task.  At the moment it still requires more work but 
we will get there.

And get there we must, for in the midst of all this, we were busy rehearsing for our 
pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk, with the stage crew busy painting the sets.  It is 
worth noting that nothing is hired, scenes and costumes are all the work of our talented 
members, and it all starts out as the ideas of our talented team.  Our production was 
local pantomime at its very best.  J. Roberts, assisted by L. Pulford made sure that from 
the moment the curtain went up our audiences were laughing all the way to the final 
curtain call.  Steve Tudor made a magnificent dame.  Many of you will remember John, 
his father, in past pantomimes.  How proud he would have been!  There were twelve 
adult performers, ten Stage Door youngsters and eleven backstage workers.  As usual, 
all the names of everyone connected can be seen on the programme at the Town Hall.

Our next production will be The Sound of Music followed by The Wizard of Oz.  We will 
then be celebrating our 100th birthday in June.  We will be hoping for a true champagne 
celebration, with our Patron, Greg Davies, in attendance.

Now to memory time, in March 2003, John Roberts directed The Dracula Spectacular, 
with a magnificent cast of 43, and some cast members doubled up their roles!  I have 
many cuttings and photographs.  The cuttings and the full cast list, together with pho-
tographs can be seen at the Town Hall. 

I will continue with reminiscences from 2003 in the next edition, so till the next time,

As ever, Margaret
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Spring Crossword
1 2

3 4
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6 7
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28

29

Across
4. Someone opposed to the EU's control.
5. Short for Britain exiting the European Union.
6. Period of time following the UK's withdrawal 

from the EU.
7. Name that decribes a deal to leave the EU, but 

with still close ties.
9. The authority to carry out policy.

11. Member of the European parliament.
12. Arrangement under which UK-based 

companies sell financial services across the 
EU with no regulatory barriers.

14. Derogatory term for a person who complains
about Britain leaving EU and/or the outcome of
Brexit referendum.

15. Type of union, formed in 1968 by 6 European
countries.

18. European Union.
19. One of the four freedoms of the single market.
21. Conservative Leader.
22. One of the four freedoms of the single market.
26. System of government where the citizens

exercise power by voting.
27. Process of the world become more

interconnected.
28. Agreement made under international law

between countries or international
organisations.

29. Direct vote in which an entire electorate is
invited to vote on a particular proposal.

Down
1. Report produced by the government outlining

how it is going to approach a particular issue.
(5,5)

2. Vote given to parliament to accept a
withdrawal agreement or leave EU.

3. Process that involves formal discussion on a
particular topic.

7. This could ensure that the Irish border stays 
open.

8. A plan and a residence of the PM.
10. A country that has a different deal with EU.
13. Tax or duty to be paid on goods being

imported or, very occasionally, exported.
15. A country that has a different deal with EU
16. Member country of the EU.
17. Article triggered by the UK in March 2017.
19. One of the four freedoms of the single market.
20. The bill for leaving the EU.
23. President of the European Council.
24. The EU's highest legal authority.
25. One of the four freedoms of the single market.
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THE FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH ROAD 

CEMETERY, WEM 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

SATURDAY 13th April 2019 
9.30am – 12.00 noon 

 
IN THE PARISH CHURCH HALL 

 

 
 

All welcome! Please support us and help to raise funds for ongoing 
improvements and maintenance of the cemetery 

 
 

 

 

 

Tai Chi Classes 
Every Tuesday 2-3pm at Wem Town Hall
The potential benefits of learning Tai Chi 

are:
Increases muscle strength, movement and flexibil-
ity of joints, which in turn helps with arthritis, 

back pain, shoulder and neck pain
Improves bone density, which helps to relieve 

osteoporosis
Better function of internal organs

Improves cardiovascular circulation and respira-
tory function

Helps with memory and concentration
Also reduces stress

And helps with balance

If you are interested please call Jenny on 
07970 690784 or just come along

	

Wem 
Macular Support 
Group Meeting        

 
Meets on the last Wednesday of every month  
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Town Hall 
High Street, Wem, SY4 5DG 
For more information please contact 
Ted on 01939 234 387 
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Wem Rural Parish Council
Since the last Wemian was published, Wem Rural Parish Council has met several times 
with key decisions which impact local residents and groups being made.  The Parish 
Council makes funds available to community groups which provide services for the 
benefit of Parish residents and in December this financial year’s Community Grants 
were awarded as follows: £300 to Wem Christmas Lights and Festival, £400 to Newtown 
Community and Recreation Association, £400 to Newtown Church, £400 to Friends of 
Whitchurch Road Cemetery, £500 to Wem Scouts and £500 to Coton Cricket Club.  

January meeting’s included discussions and decisions on the Precept, a grant applica-
tion, the Parish Plan refresh and consultations from Shropshire Council.  The Precept is 
the amount of funds the Council collects from residents through the Council Tax and this 
year the Council decided not to increase the amount paid by households.   Edstaston 
Village Hall Management Committee had submitted an application under the Commu-
nity-led Housing Grant Scheme for their expansion project and the Council agreed to 
earmark £25,000 for the project.  It is hoped this funding will help the Committee with 
grant applications from other sources.  Work continues on the preparation of a question-
naire to aid the refresh of the Parish Plan.  The aim is to issue the questionnaire with 
the spring edition of the Council’s own newsletter, Rural Review.

At the same meeting the Council reviewed two consultations from Shropshire Council, 
the Local Plan Review and the removal of the recycling bins in market towns including 
those in Wem car park.   Relating to the Local Plan, the Council agreed that Shropshire 
Council should amend some of its policies to encourage building of affordable homes, 
but the Council did not agree with their proposal to remove the recycling bins.  These 
bins are used by people who do not have room at home to wait for the two-weekly col-
lection service and are needed to encourage recycling of items not collected from the 
kerbside. Removal could also lead to fly-tipping in the countryside.

Wem Rural Parish Council has 12 Councillors who represent the three wards of the Par-
ish.   Residents can contact them for help and their contact details are on the Council 
website: www.wemrual-pc.gov.uk.  The Council meets monthly on the first Tuesday in 
the Roden Suite, Edinburgh House at 7pm.

S
U
D
O
K
U

Notes
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STACS 

Shrewsbury Textiles and 
Creative Stitch 

We meet at:
The Methodist Centre, Lansdowne Road

Bayston Hill, SY3 OHZ
Refreshments served at 7pm,

 followed by speaker
All welcome, stitchers and 

non-stitchers alike! 
£2 Members £5 non-members

Students £1.50

Forthcoming Events:
Tuesday 5th March

Kath O’Gallivan - The Foundling Hospital
Wednesday 6th March

Kath O’Gallivan - Workshop (Mixed Media)
Tuesday 2nd April

Claire Edwards 
A defiant journey into embroidery

For further information contact:
Marion Jones on 01743 872966

Do come and join us.  All you need is an 
interest in textiles and stitch.  

No talent necessary!

CREATIVE FINGERS
For young people (10-16) who love to stitch.  
1st Saturday of each month at the Methodist 

Centre, alongside our adult Stitch Group.  
Fun - Projects - Materials provided
For more information contact

Claire Edwards
07972 863905

Friends of Wem Library
Wem Library has just started a Friends 
group to support and promote the library. 
This has been tried in other parts of 
Shropshire and has been a great success.

Do you use your local library? It’s got more 
than just books!  As a library member you 
can: 

• borrow DVDs and audiobooks
• arrange to borrow books from any other library 

in Shropshire and further afield
• access computers and download e-books, e-au-

diobooks and e-magazines
• use the internet including free access to web-

sites such as Ancestry
• use the printer and photocopier
• do a few pieces of the latest puzzle that is on 

the go
• book a room for meetings

The library also holds events such as:
• craft/story time/ reading clubs for children
• adult groups who meet regularly for Scrabble/ 

creative writing/ craft sessions/ knit & natter
• Hearing Aid clinic

Friends groups at other branches also ar-
range talks by visiting speakers and this 
is something we hope to explore in the 
future. We have a noticeboard up in the 
library (near the toilets!); keep an eye on 
it for our latest announcements.

So why not pop into the library? The 
friendly and ever-helpful staff will sign 
you up as a member and you can join the 
Friends as well. There’s even a quiet cor-
ner where you can sit and read while en-
joying a cup of tea and a biscuit!

The library is open
Tuesday & Thursday 10am - 5pm 

Friday 2pm -5pm 
Saturday 9.30am - 1pm

Drop in and say ‘hello’!
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Boxing - a knockout in Wem
Salop Boxing Club, based in Shrewsbury, have spread their wings and have set up a gym 
in the Wem Business Park in Wem located at the back of The Castle Hotel in the High 
Street.  

The response has been incredible with classes for children, teenagers and adults being 
extremely well attended.  This has been a boost for Rob O’Keefe and his daughter, 
Brydie, who didn’t expect this kind of response.   Rob has been involved in boxing for 
years as a boxer and a coach.   Rob’s experience and knowledge has been gained through 
hard work with Salop Boxing Club in Shrewsbury; it is great that he and his daughter are 
starting up in Wem.   Brydie is a qualified and totally dedicated boxing coach who knows 
how to get the best out of everyone participating in the gym.  Her youth and personality 
is a great asset to our new club in Wem. 

Wem PCSO Mark Davies secured some funding from Energise and has 16 young people,  
who claimed to have been bored with nothing to do in Wem, but are now enjoying the 
training experience of boxing every Friday evening from 6pm to 7pm.

Cllr Phil Moyse, the oldest of 13 children and brought up on a council estate, gave them 
a talk on how boxing turned his life around, which led him to join the RAF as a Physical 
Training Instructor.  He went on to become a parachute jumping instructor, leading to 
an exciting and very interesting life.  He is thrilled to be able to help and advise when 
he can.

If you are interested in coming along, the club is at Unit 5, Wem Business Park
Opening Times
Mondays  6pm - 8pm
Tuesdays 5pm - 6pm - Youth (under 10s), 6pm Juniors (10-16), 7pm - 8pm (17+)
Thursdays 5pm - Youth (under 10s)
Fridays  6pm - 7pm - Juniors (10-16 years), 7pm - 8pm (17+)
Contact Rob O’Keefe (07593 638381) if you are interested in joining an exciting sport.

Whitchurch Shropshire 7th Walking Festival
Friday 10th to 12th May 2019

www.whitchurchwalkers.co.uk
whitchurchwalkers@gmail.com
Facebook – whitchurchwalkers

A 3-day weekend of varied walks to suit all tastes, from short poetry walks to the 16-
mile Whitchurch Wheel, including a film on Friday and a Ceilidh on Saturday.

Not to be missed is our annual festival Ceilidh on Saturday night with popular local 
band Jigsmith - food included in ticket price, real ale bar too.
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1st Wem Scout Group
Wem Scouts need you!   The Scouts and Explorers are looking for new leaders, having 
lost half of our leaders recently due to unforeseen circumstances.   The Scouts meet 
on Wednesday evenings and the Explorers on Friday evenings in term time.  You need 
to be over 18 and a clear DBS check (which the Scouts organise), other than that, we 
are interested in whatever you may be able to offer us!  For an informal chat/further 
enquiry, please contact Tim on 07802 735769 or tim@tsmeuk.com.

Our busy Beavers’ autumn term included stargazing at Lee Brockhurst, hosted by Mike 
and June Green, which was a little spoiled by cloud cover, but we were luckier on our 
fantastic sleepover at Hadnall when the constellations were clearly visible.  Wem De-
mentia champion, Viv Edgar, talked to the children as part of their Disability Awareness 
badge and we took part in the moving Centenary Remembrance Day commemoration. 
The term culminated with attendance at the Wem lights parade with our lanterns and 
a successful bag pack at the Co-op, to whom we are very grateful, raising over £500 
thanks to the wonderful shoppers of Wem!  This term is packed with activities, hikes, 
trips out and another sleepover.

After a very busy and hectic winter term, Cubs are taking it easy this term and are 
looking at the Navigator stage 2 and 3 badges, with map reading and grid references; 
we hope to look at some of the local knowledge base during this too.  We are going to 
hopefully visit the Library and teach the Cubs how to use it properly while we look at 
our Book Reader badge. We are teaching the Cubs emergency aid before we go on a 
hike later this term.  We hope also to teach the Cubs Tai Chi and take them skating. 
Other badges we are looking at are Collectors activity badge as well as some parts of 
our Challenge badges.

The Scouts had a busy term with some fun activities and evenings working towards 
attaining badges.  They baked brownies, played wide games, decorated Christmas or-
naments and had a visit from Viv Edgar, learning and signing up to be Dementia Friends.  
The leaders were shocked at the general lack of expertise of the Scouts when it came to 
a conker tournament (must be an age thing), but fun was had by all and they got away 
with minor knuckle bruising!  There was a weekend camp in Cheshire in October which 
was very wet and windy, but successful nevertheless.  Term culminated in a trip to Laser 
Quest/bowling and a Christmas Party with silly party games.  This term there are plans 
for another camp, some conservation work locally and some local history.

The Explorers achieved their Cooking badge last term, which involved a lovely lady 
coming in to teach them how to professionally decorate cupcakes.  They then spent the 
next two nights making and baking 100 cupcakes and the third night decorating them 
ready to sell at the Christmas Market, where they raised £97.  They have been helping 
to plan events and camps and for their Christmas outing they visited an Escape Room; 
luckily, they managed to get out!
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WEM COMBINE HARVESTERS

10th Annual Wem Spring Market
6th April 2019

Wem Combine Harvesters are now 10 years old!  This coming Spring Market, on 
Saturday April 6th, will be the group’s 19th market!  The group has still not decided on 
its feelings about the member who first suggested holding a market to raise funds for 
various projects, then suggested that we hold a second one!  So here we are again, 
hopefully increasing the number of visitors coming into Wem, helping small businesses 
and raising funds for local projects.  As with last year there will be three sites, the 
Baptist Church (SY4 5ER), Senior Club (SY4 5ER) and the Town Hall (SY4 5DG) and it will 
be open from 9.00am to 1.00pm.  This is a local producers’ market with traders from 
an approximate range of 30 miles around Wem.  There will be more stalls (60+) with a 
range of traders covering food, drink, plants and crafts.

Traders will include many regulars such as Border Honey, From Fleece to Finish, Ber-
riew Cider, Cheese Wedge, Commonwood Vineyard, Crossbank Plants, Butterfly De-
signs, La Triestina, Buzzy Bee Nursery, Vermeulens, and many more.  Food will in-
clude meat products, cheese, bread, pies and cakes; plus apple juice, cider and wine; 
chocolate, honey, jams and jellies, including many marmalades.  There will also be a 
jewellery-making, and a spinning demonstration.

This market is earlier than usual. 
Blame the logjam of public holidays 
at the end of April. So St George 
will not be gracing Wem with his 
presence this year.  However Wem’s 
Dragon will be here and she will have 
a new companion this year, Owain 
Glyndŵr.  There is an almost local 
connection since Glyndŵr was mar-
ried at St Chad’s in Hanmer, near Wr-
exham, in the 14th century.

More information on the market can be found on Wem Local (www.wemlocal.org.uk) 
or by contacting the Harvesters wemharvest@yahoo.co.uk or 01939 235443.

Wem Combine Harvester markets are run by: 
Wem Civic Society

Wem & District Garden Club
Incredible Edible in Wem
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Spring into your Garden
As the days lengthen and the garden begins to burst back into life there is plenty      
to be doing to get things ready for the coming year. 

March:
• Late-flowering clematis such as the viticella group can be pruned to about 

30cm from the ground.  They’ll produce flowers on new growth.  Be careful 
not to prune the Montana group as they will be forming their buds at the mo-
ment.  

• Spring-flowering shrubs such as forsythia and ribes (flowering currant) should 
be pruned immediately after flowering if this is required.  If you have colour-
ful stemmed cornus (dogwoods) you can improve their winter stem colour by 
pruning them hard now.  

• Many herbaceous perennial will be starting to poke their heads above the 
ground so keep an eye out for slugs and deal with accordingly.  

• Start to prepare your vegetable patch and plant out onion sets and shallots 
during March.   Early seed potatoes can be planted as the soil warms up.

April:
• As we move into April, you should start feeding roses and shrubs.  I would rec-

ommend using Growmore or fish, blood and bone.  These are balanced feeds 
that will give them a good boost.  You can also feed your herbaceous borders 
in the same way.

• April is a really good month to think about repairing or creating a new lawn. 
Grass seed sown now will germinate very quickly and turf will root in no time. 

May:
• As we get into May, many will be champing at the bit to plant their summer 

bedding but I wouldn’t consider doing this until the end of the month at the 
earliest, just in case we get some late frosts.

• If you have variegated plants, keep an eye out for shoots that have reverted 
to plain green, these should be pruned out to prevent the whole plant from 
reverting. 

 
Enjoy your garden this spring

Happy Gardening!
Matt Hudson

WEM LADIES PROBUS CLUB
A social group for social-minded people

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at the United Services Club, Wem.
We enjoy a lunch followed by a speaker.
For more information, please telephone

01948 667925
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The Eckford Sweet Pea Society 
Wem 30th Annual Show

The 30th annual Sweet Pea Show was held in Wem at Thomas Adams School on 21st and 
22nd July 2018.  Entered into the 72 classes were 37 exhibitors from all over the country.  
Several shops in Wem entered the trade and business class.  Despite challenging weath-
er conditions, exhibitors filled the Stanier Hall and marquee with sweet pea blooms and 
scent.  Hundreds of visitors flocked to the show and the various attractions around the 
town on both days.  President Barrie Eckford welcomed everyone to the show and then 
introduced Graham Martin to talk about the book he has written about Henry Eckford, 
called The Sweet Pea Man.  The Mayor of Wem, Connie Granger, welcomed visitors 
to the town. Graham presented a copy of his book to the Mayor.   Graham received a 
special glass vase commemorating the 30 years of the Sweet Pea Show.  The cups and 
trophies were presented by Mrs Val Good MBE, honorary secretary of the Eckford Sweet 
Pea Society.  The cup and trophy winners were as follows:

• Bronwen Eleanor Perpetual Challenge Cup - best vase of sweet peas in show - A.Hubbuck, Chesterfield, Derbyshire.
• Archie Silvester Perpetual Trophy - most pts in show by a Shropshire grower - N.Cooper from Whixall.
• Dorothy Eckford Perpetual Cup - most pts in Div. 2 – pre-1910 sweet peas, 12 stems per vase  -  R. Owen, Harlescott.
• Jack Timpson Perpetual Shield - best vase in Div. 3 – up to 400 cordon Spencer variety plants -  N. Cooper, Whixall.
• NSPS Bronze Medal - best vase in Div. 4 – up to 200 cordon Spencer variety plants - G. Johnson, Shrewsbury.
• Wem & District Rotary Club Perpetual Challenge Trophy - most pts in Special classes - P. Cooper, Penn.
• President’s Plate - 1 vase mixed Spencers, 1 vase mixed pre-1910 & 1 bowl of mixed - T. Atherton, Chorley, Lancs.

Bernard Jones Memorial Trophy - 1 vase of Cupani, 12 stems - D. Perry, Worthen.
• Mike Jones Memorial Trophy - Spencer varieties - D. Torrington, Litton, Derbys.
• Wellington Rotary Club Perpetual Silver Salver - any new variety seedling, 12 stems - T. Davy, Carnforth, Lancs.
• Albert Bennett Memorial Plate - bowl of Lord Nelson pre-1910  -  P. Cooper, Penn.
• Silver Cup - basket of sweet peas -  L. O’Rahilly, Wem.
• TW Jenkins Perpetual Challenge Cup - best vase Div. 5 – up to 100 cordon Spencer variety - C. Hicken, Litton, Derbys.
• Preston Brockhurst Horticultural Society Challenge Cup - most 1st prizes in Div. 5 - D. Stanley, Shrewsbury.
• Maurice Graham Perpetual Challenge Cup in memory of John Good - most pts in Div. 5 -  J. Cooper, Penn.
• NSPS Certificate - best exhibit in Novice classes - C.Hicken, Litton, Derbyshire.
• T Smalley Cup - best exhibit in junior classes - J.Godfrey, Whixall.
• A&H Perpetual Challenge Trophy - winner of floral art class Scotland, Henry Eckford’s Birthplace, - W. Turner, Tilley.
• Alice Lewis Memorial Trophy - pedestal arrangement,  Hatcher Rogerson Perpetual Trophy - best exhibit depicting a 

named sweet pea and Harold Paddock Perpetual Challenge Memorial Trophy - an arrangement to depict a Pearl Anni-
versary - all awarded to C. Lea, Steel Heath.

• For this year only, special prizes for Class 62, a display to depict “We will remember them”, and 66,a design in cele-
bration of the wedding of Prince Harry to Meghan Markle, were awarded to C. Lea, Steel Heath.

• To celebrate 30 years of the Sweet Pea Show, two special classes were included and staged in old fashioned glass vases, 
as used by Henry Eckford.  The class for 1 vase of pre-1910 or Spencer varieties or mixed blooms was won by P. Cooper 
from Penn.  The class for 1 bowl of mixed pre-1910, mixed Spencers or both was won by P. Cooper from Penn.

• In the Children’s Section, a posy of named herbs was won by L. Mort from Wem, second was J. Godfrey from Whixall. 
The design of a book cover was won by J. Godfrey, second was L. Mort and third was G. Lusby from Wem. The drawing 
of a bowl of sweet peas was won by J. Godfrey, second was O. Al Melhem from Wem and third was Q. Al Melhem from 
Wem.  An arrangement of sweet peas in a dish was won by J. Godfrey from Whixall, second was C. Costello from Wem.

• The Perpetual Prize for the decorated shop, business or licensed premises was awarded to The Soulbird Gallery.

The Society wishes to thank the Head teacher and staff of Thomas Adams School for 
their willing assistance and for allowing us to use their facilities annually, the Ruscoe 
Centre staff for refreshments, Wem Town Council, our Wem traders, sponsors and ad-
vertisers, plus some further afield and not least, our willing volunteers who work tire-
lessly to make the show a success.  We look forward to welcoming people to Wem in 
July for our 31st Show.  
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Brock - Will Tom 
It is always interesting to trace the history of farms and how families acquired them. 
The arrival of the Industrial Revolution and its effect on rural people brought about 
big changes, this is one story.  Will Tom’s family had been yeomen in the Blackburn 
area and I have titled this article with abbreviated Christian names.

Addressing people by shortening their first names was usually an endearing way of 
treating your special relations or friends.  William Thomas Ashton, my great-grand-
father, fell into the category of a respected relation.  He is directly responsible for 
my life at Brockhurst Farm!  Incidentally my first names were shortened to RD, my 
brother and Edie always addressed me this way. 

Will Tom was born at Blackburn, his father died when he was just 3 years old.  At the 
age of 15 he was invited to join his wealthy uncle’s cotton business at Brookside Mill 
in Darwen.  His first job was to ride around his uncle’s local collieries and to collect 
and hand out yarn from small home weavers.  Impressed with his business acumen, 
uncle Eccles Shorrock Snr gave him rapid promotion and nine years later in 1856, 
Eccles Shorrock Jnr financed the building of a mill for him.  Named Hope Mill and 
devoted to weaving it was built on the south side of Darwen town as you go up the 
bank towards Bolton, opposite the now demolished Bowling Green Mill.  He started in 
partnership with a Mr Nichols.  The 12 inch by 9 inch wrought-iron nameplate I have at 
home! Nichols left the partnership during the cotton famine period in the 1860s when 
trading was difficult but Will Tom struggled on with help from relations of his who ran 
Whitehall Mill, the Deakin family.  

How does all this connect with two farms in North Shropshire you will be thinking?  
Well it all came about because of Will Tom’s lung problems, you can imagine all those 
smoking chimneys and resultant smog and dusty conditions in the Mill, so the Deakin 
family, just friends at that time (late 1850s), suggested he went for a fresh air holiday 
to a farm in North Shropshire (Soulton Hall) run by Henry Deakin, a relative.  (See The 
Wemian summer edition 2018). There he falls in love with the eldest daughter Lydia 
Grace and they marry in 1860, spending the next 32 years at Darwen, Will Tom be-
coming a prosperous mill owner, operating the business with astuteness and stability, 
unlike his empire-building relations the Eccles Shorrock family whose bubble burst 
after the erection of the famous India Mill which dominates the centre of Darwen to 
this day. 

He and his family moved from Barton House in the town to live in a nice detached 
house called Ashdale on the western slopes of Darwen.  Will Tom enjoyed the envi-
ronment of Darwen Moor situated above his home and, when there was a move to 
establish it as a private grouse-shooting reserve, he and his sons led a campaign to 
preserve the moor as an open-access area.  The well-known Jubilee Tower was erect-
ed there in 1897.
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Farm provisions were sent on a regular basis from Lydia 
Grace’s family farm to Darwen on the railway in big wicker 
hampers; fresh vegetables and fruit in season, fresh bread, 
eggs, butter, cheese and meats.  His three sons became 
partners in the Hope Mill business, now called WT Ashton & 
Sons.  This partnership supported the farm down in North 
Shropshire and continued to do so up to the 1920s but by 
then King Cotton was failing.  

In 1892 Lydia’s father Henry died and Will Tom moved to 
Soulton Hall to retire leaving his sons to run Hope Mill and 
expand the business.  A  gold watch was presented to him 
as a mark of respect for his distinguished service.  He never 
became a farmer, sadly ill health led to his early death at 
the age of 62 in 1894 and it was his youngest son, William, 

who was commissioned to come and manage Soulton.  William was my grandfather.  The 
partnership bought Soulton from the Hawkestone Estate in 1900 (for £10,424) and ac-
quired Brockhurst Farm in 1919 (for £8165).  What happened to Hope Mill?  It was closed 
down by Will Tom’s three grandsons in 1955, just 100 years since its build.

Is there a message in this article?  I usually try and finish with something!  Well I am 
thinking, count your blessings, thank you Great-grandfather; Brockhurst Farm, with its 
wonderful views, is a great place to live. 

Locksmiths
LOCAL AND INDEPENDENT

NO CALL OUT CHARGES
FREE SECURITY ADVICE

WOODEN AND UPVC DOOR LOCKS
WINDOW AND ANTIQUE LOCKS  

IDP LOCKSMITHS (IAN)
WHITCHURCH    SHROPSHIRE

          
                    

Tel.  01948 666116   
Mobile  07918 617744

Email:  idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk

Website:  www.idp-locksmiths.co.uk
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Wem Economic Forum
The Forum met in December and discussion covered progress on the projects being 
supported: Wem Area Emergency Plan, Traffic issues and the Market Review.  Viv Edgar 
reported on the tremendous progress taking place to make Wem Dementia Friendly.  We 
all owe Viv a big thank you for all her hard work.  The launch of the Forum’s own web-
site was also announced, please take a look!  www.wemeconomicforum.org.uk

Below is a summary of the updates:
Emergency Plan: It is hoped the initial documents explaining the Plan will be launched 
during the spring.  If you would like to know more or get involved, please contact the 
Forum’s secretary.
Traffic issues:  The Working Group has reviewed a suggestion from a Wem resident re-
garding a potential one-way system.  Further research on this is taking place.  During 
spring 2018 the Group consulted on several traffic improvement schemes and it was 
agreed to progress one of them with Shropshire Council - to introduce a one-way system 
on Drawwell Lane from Mill Street through to the central car park, reversing the exist-
ing one-way systems on Chapel Street and Leek Street.  Funding is required for formal 
consultation so a request to Wem Town Council for support has been made. 
Dementia Friendly Wem is a way to make it easier for people living with dementia to 
remain active and involved in our community.  Viv Edgar had held a number of dementia 
awareness sessions with over 300 people signing up as Dementia Friends.  Businesses 
and organisations signing up as Supporters have increased from 11 in September to over 
50 at the end of December. These include Wem Co-op, the Library, Town Hall and a num-
ber of high street businesses.  A Hall of Fame event of Supporters was held in the Town 
Hall in January and combined with a new round of awareness sessions, the number of 
Friends and Supporters is sure to increase.

The Forum is looking at new projects for 2019. Helping Wem Independent Traders and 
promoting tourism in the Wem area are just two.
  
Would you like to join the Forum?  Have you an idea to improve the local economy or 
social wellbeing?  Contact the Forum on 01948 710672 or email 
secretary@wemeconomicforum.org.uk.  

Wem Bowling Club is open all year round
To join us, please call    01939 232245

WEM YOUNG FARMERS CLUB
A club for young people aged 13-26, run by members for members.

A great way to get out and meet new people through various socials, visits, trips and dances!
We meet alternate Mondays, 7.30pm at the Conservative Club on Noble Street, Wem.

For more information contact Jen Lokier: 07487 718984
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Greetings from Wem and District U3A!

We have a busy and interesting programme planned for 2019, including  speakers at our 
General Meetings and activities throughout our groups.

On Tuesday 5th February, Dr George Nash talked to us about the Tilley Timber Project 
and Beyond.  Dr Nash lives in one of the ancient black and white houses in Tilley and in 
2014 he secured Heritage Lottery funding to undertake research into his building and 
others in the village, which included ring dating (dendrochronology) of the timbers.  
The 3-year funding recently came to an end and so George told us the results of his 
research to date.

On Tuesday 5th March, Mr Jeremy Derrick will talk about homeopathy.  Jeremy is a ho-
meopathic practitioner from Shrewsbury.  He will explore the uses of homeopathic and 
allergy therapy.  He has a great deal of experience and has given many talks to various 
groups including business groups and networks, the WI, support groups, Rotary and U3A 
groups throughout Shropshire.

On Tuesday 2nd April, Mr Martin Wood, the Shrewsbury Town Crier, will give a talk en-
titled Have Bell, will SHOUT.  This will be a lighthearted journey through his story 
from Wem to Town Crier, a subtitle he says could be Rags to...Rags, which should be 
entertaining.

**********

The active 20+ groups within Wem U3A have new programmes for 2019, so if you are 
interested in hearing about any of the above, please join us in Wem Town Hall on the 
above dates from 10am or visit the website for more info.  It doesn’t cost anything to 
experience one of the meetings and if you find that you would like to become a mem-
ber, it’s less than £20 per annum.

You can find contact details on the Societies page of this magazine. 

Wem and District U3A
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Volunteer 
Befrienders 
support and 

help to 
reduce social       

isolation

Do you feel 
lonely and 
would you 

like someone 
to talk to?

Are	you	a	good	listener?

Do	you	have	time	to	help	support
others?	Do	you	have	life	experiences
others	may	benefit	from?	
Would	you	like	to	make	a	difference?	

Become	a	Chatterbox	
befriender	for	just	an	hour	
a	week.	Receive	training	
and	ongoing	support

Help Us End 
Loneliness in 
Your Area

Do	you	need	to	talk?

Have	you	lost	social	
contact?	Would	you	like	
some	FREE	support?		
Our	telephone	befrienders	can	help	you:

- connect	with	your	community	
- find	and	access	sources	of	help	
and	information
- feel	heard	and	supported

“Chatterbox	is	such	a	positive	experience	for	
me,	I	really	look	forward	to	my	calls”

“(My)	client	brightened	up	as	
we	talked”

Spring into Spring!
Handy tips to kick-start your spring clean

Clean the bathroom while you sleep!
Well, it won’t exactly clean itself, but you can clean away limescale on taps and shower 
heads by tying a bag filled with white vinegar around the area covered in limescale 
and leaving it overnight to soak.  This will break down the limescale, making it easy to 
wipe away in the morning.
Steam clean the microwave
To cut through grease and grime which have built up inside the microwave, use a 50-50 
solution of vinegar and water in a jug and heat in the microwave until it steams up.  
Remove the jug and wipe the surfaces to leave a clean finish.
Use your dishwasher for more than just the washing-up!
Plastic toys, soap dishes, glass vases, glass light shades are just some of the things that 
can be cleaned in the dishwasher. Just take care to pick a fairly gentle heat setting so 
as not to damage or warp any thinner materials.
Scrub up the oven with bicarbonate of soda
Add sodium bicarbonate to water in a spray bottle to create an oven-cleaning solution.  
Spray on the interior of your oven, avoiding the heating elements, and leave overnight.  
Wipe it clean the next day.

WEM SENIOR CLUB LETTINGS
Did you know that your club or society can rent the Wem Senior Club premises for your 

meetings?  We also have kitchen facilities and the use of  crockery, cutlery and glasses.  Our 
lettings are at reasonable rates.  If  you are interested, why not pop by any Thursday 

morning between 10am and 11.30am to discuss your needs.  
Wem Senior Club, Chapel Street, Wem
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CHURCHES IN WEM
Wem Methodist Church

Aston Street, Wem. 
Office: 01939 236452 Mon-Thurs 9am-1pm

Email address: wemmethodistoffice@gmail.com                                                                                        
Minister: Rev. Neil Adams - 01939 809239

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard 
at church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem. 

Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Patrick English - 01691 622283
Please see times of Mass and other activities on the noticeboard at 
church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem.

The Religious Society of Friends ‘Quakers’
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. 

T. Hobday - 01939 234082 or G. Roper - 01939 233754
www.wemquakers.org.uk

For times of Services please phone Terry Hobday or George Roper.

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church, Wem
Rector: Rev. Nick Heron - 01939 232550                                                 

Hall Bookings: Mrs Thelma Chilcott - 01939 234197
www.wemcofe.co.uk

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard 
at church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem.  

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem.   

Rev. Colin Jones - 01939 235972
www.wembaptistchurch.co.uk

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard at 
church.
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SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME

ADOS Committee Meeting 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 1.30-4pm

BADMINTON TUES           Weekly                                8.00pm

BEAVERS Weekly Term Time   MON. 4.30pm - 5.30pm and 5.45pm -6.45pm

BOWLING CLUB Regular

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed

CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

CLIVE FRIENDLY BRIDGE CLUB TUES 2pm-4pm  & WED 7.30pm-10pm

CLIVE NON-LEAGUE BOWLING CLUB Phone for days and times

COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm

CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION and SNOOKER CLUB Call for information (Snooker - Weeknights, 7pm)

CUBS                                        Weekly Term Time WED and THURS 5.45pm - 7.15pm

DIABETES UK - NORTH SHROPSHIRE SUPPORT GROUP                    Bi-monthly on a Weds (not July/Aug) 10am-12 noon

EXTEND EXERCISE GROUP THURS Weekly 2-3pm

FREEMASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm

FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH ROAD CEMETERY MON Quarterly 6.00pm

GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

GOAL (Getting Older Adults on Line) TUES           Weekly                        9.30am-1.00pm 

GUIDES / BROWNIES Brownies - Weekly Term Time (Fridays 5.30-7pm)

JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

JUBILEE JUNIOR BAND MON Weekly 6 -8pm

ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12 noon

PROBUS (MEN) and PROBUS (LADIES) Ladies-2nd Thurs/Men-1st Weds of Mth 12.15 for 1pm

RNLI (WEM BRANCH)

ROTARY CLUB MON 1st Mon - 7.00 / 3rd Mon - 12.00

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2nd Wednesday of Month 7.30pm

SCOUTS               Weekly Term Time WED 7.30pm - 9.00pm

SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm

THE ECKFORD SWEET PEA SOCIETY OF WEM As and When

TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm

THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday                            2.00-4.00pm

TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5) MON Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm

WEM & DISTRICT U3A 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am

WEM LABOUR SUPPORTERS GROUP Monthly

WEM SENIOR CLUB THURS Weekly 10-11.30am

WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED. Weekly 6.30pm

WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM

WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

YOUTH CLUB (10-14 year olds) Drop in term time Weds, 6.00-8.00 pm
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PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE

Stage Door, Aston Street Margaret Simmons 01939 232466

Meet at Wem Senior Club       Sarah Jones - sarahisobel@yahoo.co.uk 07775 574805

Thomas Adams Sports Hall Andrew Dutton 07976 973480

Scout/Guide HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703

Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) Pat Davies 01939 233918

Wem Conservative Club Louise Green 01939 236150

Wem Conservative Club Liz Broomhall 01939 232573

Meet at Wem Snr Club    Sheila Richardson (email wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443

Clive Village Hall Chris Abbey 01939 220755

Behind Clive Hall,Clive. For info please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church,Wem Val Lusby 01939 200309

Conservative Club Peter Broomhall: 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Scout/Guide HQ, Bowens Field Kate Williams 01939 234481

Wem Methodist Church Hall David Ball 01939 234163

Wem Methodist Church Hall Carole Curphey 01939 234156 

Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch David Gwilliams 01939 290457

Parish Church David Boddy 01939 234708

Meet at Wem Senior Club  Gill Glover 01939 233357 & Mary Millington 01948 710328

Edinburgh House, New Street,Wem                           Phil Moyse                                  01939 233533

Guides - Weekly Term Time (Tues 6-8pm), Scout/Guide HQ    Tel: Katie Carter 01939 232859

Band Room, Thomas Adams School

Band Room, Thomas Adams School. Aimee Hawke 01939 236527 or wjbjuniors@outlook.com

1, Talbot Development,Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673

United Services Club, Leek Street  - Carole Curphey (Ladies) or Con Curphey (Men) 01939 234156

For information please phone Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779

Old Rectory Clare Harris 01691 610452

United Services Club, Leek Street Christine Saxton 07896 921612

Scout/Guides HQ Bowens Field Jenny Hegglin 07734 859029

Wem Sports & Social Club Vera Grocott 01939 233482

Phone for information. Show Manager: Karen Good 01948 840293 / Val Good 01948 840779

Wem Sports & Social Club

Wem Methodist Church. Please always phone Pat Davies for information on 01948 880278

Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347

Wem Town Hall          Contact: John Smith (john52@btinternet.com) 01630 638869

For more information please contact: teresahewson@talktalk.net

Wem Senior Club Brian Branch 01939 235533

Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem, Peter Hughes 07905 845615 / Coach: Harrison 07415 507425

Various local walks.  Anthony Eccleston 01948 841264 / G.Brown (for times) 01939 232120

Wem Senior Club Alyson Owens 01939 232140

Youth Club, Leek Street, Wem                Contact Ian Cruise-Taylor for information 01630 684218

Societies
Societies

Societies
Societies

Societies
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EVENTS AT WEM LIBRARY
KNIT & NATTER Every Thursday at 10.30am.  Join our very popular weekly Knit & 
Natter drop-in sessions – share your love of knitting/crocheting/crafts and make new friends!  
Knitting/crocheting/craft books. Tea/coffee/biscuits available.   

READING GROUP Meeting monthly every 3rd Tuesday at 2.30pm.  Share your love of reading 
- discuss and give your opinions of the book of the month! 

BOOKSTART RHYME TIME AND STORY TIME Every Friday during term time from 2.15pm to 
2.45pm. Stories and fun rhyming activities for children under 5 years!  All welcome.

‘JAKE’S TAKE’ Regular fun-filled interactive storytelling sessions by local ‘Young Storyteller 
of the Year’ Jake ‘Trick’ Evans.  Suitable for children 5 to 11 years.  Fantastic fun for all – chil-
dren and adults alike!  £1. Please call into the library for future dates! 

CRAFT SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN Regular once-a-term themed activities/craft sessions 
suitable for children 4 to 11 years.  Previous sessions included colouring competitions; mon-
ster piñata; pom-poms; greeting cards; autumn crafts (birds); peg dolls; bookworm book-
marks; Christmas crackers; etc.  Please call into the library for future dates!  

CARD MAKING CRAFT GROUP  Join our weekly group to design and make your own greeting 
cards.  Help is on hand - also card making reference books if needed.  Tea, coffee and biscuits 
available. 10.30am. 

SCRABBLE GROUP  Do you like playing Scrabble?  Join our weekly social Scrabble Group – 
every Tuesday from 2.00pm.  Tea/coffee and biscuits available. 

SEE OUR NOTICEBOARD IN THE LIBRARY ENTRANCE FOR EXCITING NEW EVENTS!  

Do you like completing jigsaw puzzles?  Pop in to help complete our latest jigsaw puzzles in 
the library!

Assorted board games available in the library – please ask.

Plus – a large selection of books and DVDs available to borrow for all ages/interests.  Book 
sale 50p each.  Free computer/internet access for library members (£1 per 2-hour session for 
non-members).  Magazine swap box. Tea/coffee, biscuits 50p.  

Call in to see us!

Wem Library
High Street 

Wem
SY4 5AA

01939 236995
wem.library@shropshire.gov.uk 

Open: Tuesday and Thursday 10am to 5pm, Friday 2pm to 5pm 
Saturday 9.30am to 1pm
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SUE PERRY
WISHING WELL DOMESTIC CARE

AWARD WINNING HOME CARER
I am passionate about providing good quality care for the elderly.

Clients are treated like members of  my own family.
Let me and my friendly team help you or a member of  your family:
• Manage day to day tasks - cleaning, cooking, washing / ironing, shopping etc.

• Take you for appointments, ie doctors, dentist, hairdressers etc.
If  you are caring for a loved one, do you need a few hours’ respite care or an 

overnight sleep-in?
Companionship care for clients with dementia

References / Testimonials available upon request

PHONE : 01939 233114 / 07971 182163
EMAIL : enquiries@wishingwellhomecare.co.uk

W: www.wishingwellhomecare.co.uk
Or call in and see us at Unit 4, Maypole Court, High Street, Wem, SY4 5AA
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DARREN BOWYER 

Unit C15 Wem Industrial Estate 

Soulton Road, Wem 

 Shropshire SY4 5SD 

DEALER LEVEL EXPERTISE - DOWN TO EARTH PRICES 

01939  233153  
.com/MotorcareWem 

Servicing 

Timing Belts 

Brakes 

Tyres 

Batteries 

Suspension 

Diagnostics 

Clutches 

Auto Electrics 

Fry - Days
Wem Car Park

Open Mondays to Saturdays
11.30am - 2.00pm
4.30pm - 9.00pm

Traditional Fish & Chips
Burgers

All Food Cooked Fresh

Telephone Orders Welcome

01939 233376

Lisa Ward
By Design

At Maypole Court 
for your made to measure

Curtains, 
Roman Blinds, 

Soft Furnishings, 
Poles & Tracks

Please Call in 
01939 768030
07800 951245

Tai Chi Qi Gong
At

Alisha-Jayne
Dance Academy, Wem

Tuesdays 12 – 1pm
Improve Breathing, 
Stamina, Balance, 

Posture and Concentration.
Cultivate

your inner strength

Telephone Jean on:
01939 261299
07900 081356
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Whixall Marina Café
Tranquillity and beauty on one of Britain’s most rural canals

Whether it’s a full (or half) English breakfast, soup or a sandwich, jacket
potatoes, something on toast, or simply a coffee and a cake, we’ve got it
covered. We have a wide selection of main meals and desserts available too.

But what makes our new café really special is its unique waterside location which overlooks our stunning
marina which sits on the Prees Branch of the Llangollen canal.  We’re something of a hidden beauty spot.

We’ve also added an outdoor terrace and our picturesque village green, located next to the café, is the
perfect place to enjoy a drink and take in the tranquil pace of the marina and its beautiful wildlife. 

Waterside location ♦ Freshly-prepared snacks and meals ♦ Outside Terrace ♦ Ample car parking

Open seven days a week 
9.00am to 5.00pm

Whixall Marina, Alders Lane, 
Whixall, Shropshire SY13 2QS

Tel: 01948 880420 or 07908 239505
Email: philip.knowles@whixallmarina.co.uk
Café: 01948 880701
www.whixallmarina.co.uk

Whixall Marina

@whixall_marina

@whixallmarina

Follow us...
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Local, Professional & Friendly Service.          
 

***Water Treatment Specialists*** 
 

Fed up of the smell of Chlorine in your drinking water, shower or bath??  
Fed up of Lime Scale build up in your appliances that they break down??  
Fed up of using lots of cleaning products to make your home sparkle?? 

 

Here at Wrekin Water,  
We specialise in water treatment for drinking water and for your whole property 

to abolish Chlorine, Lime Scale, Sediment, Oestrogens, Micro Plastics and 
other contaminants that could be present in your water supply.  

 

We sell a variety of products suitable for:  
Homes (For Home Owners &Tenants), Caravans, Motor Homes, Boats,  
Offices, Commercial Properties, Cafes, Pubs, Restaurants, Farms etc.  

 
 

* Water Softeners * Drinking Water Filter Systems * UV Systems * 
* Replacement UV Bulbs * Replacement Water Filters *  

* Gravity Fed Drinking Systems *  
* Specialist Private Water Units *  

* Scale Inhibitors * Branded Filters*  
* Softener Spare Parts * Media/Resin * 

*Local installations and servicing available* 
 
 

 

 

Based in 
Wem  

&  
Northwood 

Find us on 
Facebook,  

Twitter  
& 

 Instagram 
 

@WrekinWater Call us on 01939 233015 
 

Email us orders@wrekinwater.co.uk  
 

  Visit our webpage: www.wrekinwaterfiltration.co.uk 
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The children and staff welcome you to Whixall CE Primary School. We offer:

• A stimulating and creative curriculum which is enhanced by many enriching 

activities and visits.

• A team of staff who are committed to deliver the best possible education 
and pastoral care for the children.

• Children who have a fantastic attitude to learning and who care about their 
school, each other and the wider community.

• Superb facilities including a pottery room complete with kiln, a nature area 
with a pond and an authentic thatched Celtic hut, a tennis court and play 
equipment.

• A daily breakfast club from 8.00 a.m.

• A wide range of after school clubs which take place every day until

4.30 p.m., these include sports, art, film, pottery, first aid, homework, 
cookery

• Annual residential visits for Years 3 and 6

• Class music tuition in Violin and Recorder and private Guitar lessons on 

request.

• French lessons for all children in KS 2.

• Swimming lessons for all the children.

• A privately run Nursery on site. 

For further information or to arrange a visit, please contact us by:

Telephone: 01948 880330

E-mail:  admin@whixall.shropshire.sch.uk

‘A good school with outstanding features.’ Ofsted 
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J PAGE LTD 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
INSTALLATIONS

01939 220520
07973 106188

WEM BUTCHERS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

Prop. A.E. OLIVER
 

A VARIETY OF SAUSAGES 
RUMP STEAKS

SIRLOIN STEAKS
FAMILY PACKS

ALL HOME BAKED COOKED MEATS

PHONE 01939 232435
6 HIGH STREET, WEM

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in 
piano & theory

Qualified teacher with 25 
years’ experience

Adults & children welcome 
DBS checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189
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www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk
CALL TODAY ON 01939 23500

or 07971 924851

SELF STORAGE
at WEM BUSINESS PARK

NEW STREET, WEM
SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

• CCTV MONITORED.

• MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL TERMS.

• FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNITURE  

 HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT,  

 BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC.

• ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORAGE’ AVAILABLE.

8’, 10’ and 20’ Units available in 
the centre of Wem

PLEASE PHONE 01939 233248 
OR RING BARRY 07860 383939 or JAYNE 07581 466102

EMAIL: bhwem@live.co.uk

Robinson and Young
Robinson and Young have been supplying & delivering gas for over 30 years & 

have earned an excellent reputation for our high level of expertise and customer 
service.  Whether it be industrial gas, BBQ gas or any related accessories, 

Robinson and Young have a wide range of stock to meet your requirements.

We offer an efficient delivery service to local areas from 09:00 to 5:00 Mon - Fri!!
For more information do not hesitate to contact Craig on 01939 235300 

or 07971 924851

	

	 Industrial GAS

Robinson and Young, Shrewsbury 
Road, Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, 

SY4 5PA

www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk

CALL TODAY ON 01939 235300
or

07971 924851



38

PLUMBER

FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING 
REPAIRS

AND 
EMERGENCIES 

CONTACT 
DAVE MADDEN

01948 710682
07500 223912

“SMALL JOBS DONE”

Grindalls of Wem 
FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

40 Aston St, Wem, Shropshire SY4 5AU.
01939 233903

EST 1954

A profesional, compassionate and 
dedicated bereavement service covering  

all areas day or night

A plan that puts your family in the safe hands 
of your Trusted Local Funeral Directors
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ACCIDENT REPAIRS
M.O.T. TESTING 

SERVICING 
RESTORATION 

RECOVERY SERVICE 
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR  QUADRICYCLES

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
MOT TESTING

SERVICING
RESTORATION

RECOVERY SERVICE
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR QUADRICYCLES

julie sherry
hair stylist

hairdressing in the comfort of 
your own home

call 
07790 399071 
01939 236486
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C.R. CLEANING
CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY - OVENS

EXPERTLY CLEANED
• STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
• HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRING CLEANS)
• INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
• DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS 
• FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

DAVID NIXON: OFFICE 01948 880994 MOBILE 07980 635594

PLASTERER
10 BROOK DRIVE WEM, SY4 5HQ

01939 236486 07812 132110
juliesherry67@gmail.com

MARK SHERRY

Open:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 5pm 

Wednesday & Saturday 9am - 1pm

Excellent  Quality 
Excellent Workmanship 

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson * 
Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422
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01939 220250 / 220131

Phillip Appleby
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner

Tel:  01952 770780
Mobile: 07531 720512 

email: phil@elitefeetbyphil.co.uk

Treatment in the comfort of 
your own home

• calluses and corns
• ingrown toenails
• fungal infections
• routine foot care
• nail trimmings
• diabetic foot care
• massage
• pain free and functional feet

Elite  Feet
by Phil

The New Maltings Cafe
Wem 

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 8am-3pm

Saturday 9am-2pm
Sunday 10am-2pm

Breakfast served all day 
Light snacks,  home-made chips, baked 

potatoes, cottage pies, chilli, fish, chips and 
peas, fresh ground coffee and much more! 

Free parking, wheelchair access, 
Plenty of seating 

Recently refurbished  
Under new management 
(formerly owner of the 

Lakeside Cafe, Merrington)

Telephone orders taken and deliveries to 
local businesses for lunch and break times 

Ring Clare on 07455 866617



42

WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers & Magazines 

Home Delivery Service 
Confectionery & Drinks 

Stationery & Cards
Ice Cream & Slush

37 High Street, Wem

01939 236622

KYNASTONS OF WEM 
REPAIRS TO 

WASHING MACHINES 
DISHWASHERS 

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS 

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District 

For over 30 years 
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN 01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
 DIY REPAIRS

Guaranteed repairs, Sensible prices
 

Newton Meadows
Cottages

Wem Road, Harmer Hill, SY4 3EA

Tel: 01939 290346
newtonmeadows@hotmail.com

www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

Comfortable 4 star Accommodation
Large Parking Area

For short breaks, weekly or longer stays
Some ground floor bedrooms

Ideal for couples, families,
and less able

Email or phone Lesley and Ed Simcox
(No smoking – No pets)

Jill Brace
Editorial Services

Copy-editing & 
Proofreading

• on screen or paper
• no job too small

01939 234139
jilleditorial@gmail.com

Proofreader for The Wemian
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emaundandsons@googlemail.com

Neil Hughes
Roofing

Slating and Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss 

Removal.

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

01939 233509 / 07813 850263
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Hands for Healing
In pain?

Stressed?
Depressed?

Postural problems?
Phobias or addictions?

Sporting Injuries?
Muscular problems?
Feeling below par?

Sue Rigby at Gemini
QUANTUM TOUCH

REIKI 

01939 233466 or 07531 139387

www.handsforhealing.net

Alternative 
Health

Ingrid Bariosco and Kevin Dawson both 
qualified and insured practitioners.

We offer treatments to relieve stress, anx-
iety, tension, pain and boost energy levels 

and enjoy a better quality of life.

Treatments on offer are:
Reiki, Five Element Reiki, Crystal Heal-

ing and Indian Head Massage.

We also offer one day courses in Reiki 1&2.  
Two day courses in Reiki Master and or 

Reiki Master/Teacher training.

Contact Ingrid or Kevin for details
01939 234712  

Mobile Number 07549 997430

Emails: ingridbariosco@yahoo.co.uk or 
ingridatalternativehealth@gmail.com

WEMIAN CRAFTS
BESPOKE

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE
We provide a framing service 

based in Wem, Shropshire
Frames are custom-made in our 

workshop using solid hard or 
soft wood, shaped to customers’ 

own requirements.  
No job too large or small.

Competitive Prices
Give us a call or email for a no 

obligation quotation
Telephone Kevin or Ingrid on 

01939 234712 
email: wemcrafts@gmail.com
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DELICIOUS HOME COOKED FOOD AND SUPERB SELECTION OF 
FINE WINES & ALES

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR PAULINE DEE 
REPRESENTING WEM, WEM RURAL & WHIXALL

I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A THURSDAY MORNING STARTING AT 
WEM SENIOR CLUB BEFORE VISITING WEM BAPTIST CHURCH (BOTH CHAPEL ST 

WEM) AND FINALLY WEM TOWN HALL FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please telephone 

01939 233037 or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE
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Call to arrange appointment
Tel: 01939 235880  Mobile 07794 524347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

WEM SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
Butler Sports Centre, Bowens Field, Wem SY4 5AP

Membership offered at a modest annual fee  
New Members welcomed          Members Lounge

Useful Function Room for hire suitable for Entertainment,
Parties, Receptions, Conference Meetings

Rates quoted for Room Hire Only OR Including Buffet Catering Package
Car Parking

All Enquiries to: 01939 233287;  wemsports@outlook.com; www.wemsports.wixsite.com
Find us Facebook@wemsports
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Contact me
Tel: 01939 235651  
Mob: 07557 131031
Email: nicola.okeeffe@personaltravelagents.co.uk 
Website: nicola-okeeffe.personaltravelagents.uk.com

As your personal travel agent I will take time to get to know you and what you want from your holiday.  I am 
available at a time that is convenient for you and with the latest technology at my fingertips, you don't need 
to spend your valuable time on the high street, trawling the internet or making endless phone calls.  I can 
help you with all your travel requests, so whether it's the family holiday of a lifetime, a far-flung adventure 
or child free pure romance, I can share my experiences, knowledge and passion to make your holiday.

Your Personal Travel Agent 

NicolaO'Keeffe

call day or night 
01939 768070  
40 High Street, Wem, SY4 5DG     www.rgreaves.co.uk

 Pre paid funeral plans
 On site memorial showroom 
 Private dedicated chapel of rest  
 All areas covered
 Polski tłumacz dostępny

Having been in the funeral profession since 2002, 
Rhian offers a complete bereavement service to the 
local community.
As a female funeral director, Rhian has a compassionate 
understanding of grief and you can have peace of mind 
knowing your loved one is being looked after by a lady.

£10.00 
from every funeral plan

will be donated 
to Hope House 

Children's Hospice

Your Local Independent Lady Funeral Director 
R. GREAVES & Co.
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Head office
Welsh Bridge
1 Frankwell
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY3 8JY

t: 01743 248545
f: 01743 242979
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

Harlescott office
6/7 Harlescott Lane
Harlescott
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY1 3AH

t: 01743 467641
f: 01743 462384
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

Whitchurch office
45 Green End
Whitchurch
Shropshire
SY13 1AD

t: 01948 663361
f: 01948 666280
e: mail@hatchers.co.uk

www.hatchers.co.uk

At Hatchers Solicitors we like to put our clients first. We work closely
with both individuals and businesses within the local community and
pride ourselves in offering the right advice and solutions to all our clients.

For friendly and professional advice please call your 
local office or visit our legal surgery at Wem Town Hall, 
9am – 12pm every Thursday.

Corporate & Business Law I Employment I Commercial Property 
Dispute Resolution I Residential Property I Agricultural Law & Property 
Family I Personal Injury I Wills, Probate & Estate Planning I Criminal Defence

Putting our clients 1st

Hatchers A6 Nov 2015 Parish Ad  12/11/2015  12:13  Page 1

Pampered Souls by J and S 
Beautiful Bespoke Treatments 

Visit us on the High Street opposite the Wem Community Library 

Hot Stone Therapy, Back Massage, Microdermabrasion Facial, 
Acrylic/Gel Extensions, Make up by John Van G, Hopi Ear Candling, 
Gua Sha Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, UV Gel Polish, Lash Lift, Reiki. 

Our new Foot Care Clinic started in September 2018. We can treat Diabetic feet, 
corns, calluses, fungal nails, ingrown toe nails, cracked heels and more.  

We also stock MONU Skincare products. 

Jenny & Sarah 

01939 768095 
6A High Street, Wem, Shropshire. SY4 5AA www.PamperedSouls.co.uk 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 
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FOXHOLES  BOARDING 
CATTERY

A SMALL EXCLUSIVE, NEWLY BUILT

OUTDOOR CATTERY IN A GARDEN SETTING 

OPEN ALL YEAR

HEATED CHALETS 

LISTED BOARDING CATTERY

THE LAURELS FOXHOLES
WEM SHROPSHIRE 

SY4 5UJ

01939 232646
fox.cat@hotmail.co.uk 

Visitors welcome for viewing 
(between Lowe Hill & Whixall)

MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds 
DBS checked 
References

Alan Cliff: 
01939 234790
07791 212196

Home Tuition

Liz Castle MBAcC  
ACUPUNCTURIST 

 

Safe, effective treatment for a 

wide range of conditions. Liz is 

an experienced acupuncturist 

and a Member of the British 

Acupuncture Council. 

 

Clinics in Wem and Whitchurch 

 

Tel: 01948 880170 

www.lizcastle.com 

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygienists

Mrs S Singh BDS 
Mr D Singh BDS 

Dental care plans 
available
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Welcome	to	‘Whitchurch	Dental	Studio’	- an	
independently-owned	private	dental	practice.		Our	

aim	is	to	provide	you	with	gentle,	high-quality	dental	
care	in	a	warm,	relaxed	and	friendly	environment.	

 

The Old Fire Station, Brownlow Street, Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, SY13 1QS 

Tel: 01948 661139 
Email: info@whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

www.whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

Still registering new patients! 

Our services include: New Patient Check-ups 
Routine Examinations 
Hygienist Services 
Fillings, Crowns, Bridges 
Implants 
Six-month Smile Orthodontics 
Tooth Whitening 
And Much More……….

If	you	would	like	more	information	or	to	book	an	
appointment,	please	call	us	on:	01948	661139	
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               (Administrators of Oaths)

 
 

 ESTATE AGENCY & PROPERTY VALUATIONS 
 
 PROPERTY & LAND – LEGAL CONVEYANCING 

 
 WILL, TRUST PREPARATION & 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 
 

 LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
 

 PROBATE & WINDING-UP OF ESTATES 
 

 MATRIMONIAL & DIVORCE 
 

 GENERAL CIVIL LITIGATION 
 

 DEBT RECOVERY 

The Old Bank ● 20 High Street ● Wem ● Shropshire ● SY4 5AA
Tel 01939 232775 ● Fax 01939 236684 ● Email legal@harfitts.co.uk ● Visit www.harfitts.co.uk

Harfitts are both Solicitors and Estate 
Agents providing you with a 

comprehensive range of Legal and 
Estate Agency services. 

 
‘UNDER ONE ROOF’ 

Whether you are looking for a 
specialist Solicitor or an Estate Agent 

to help to buy, sell or rent your 
property we are here to help you when 

you need it. 
 

Clients can now, with confidence leave 
all the worrying details of a property 
transaction – from valuation to the 

final completion – in the hands of one 
professional firm. 

 
HARFITTS of Wem

SURGERY DATES 2019
Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following dates:

Saturday 23rd March– 9.15am to 10.15am
Saturday 27th April – 9.15am to 10.15am
Saturday 25th May – 9.15am to 10.15am

VENUE:  THE FIRE STATION, HIGH STREET, WEM
If you have any issues Chris can help with between Surgeries, please feel free to write to him at 

Dwyfor, 37 Kynaston Drive, Wem, SY4 5DE or 

email: chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk or tel: 01743 252929

WEM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
CHRIS MELLINGS
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ALLMARK 
CAKES 

Celebration Cakes and Cupcakes for 
Every Occasion 

Contact Helen Allmark:- 
Address: 35 Somerset Way,  

Wem, SY4 5UP 
Tel: 01939 234543 or 07890 347207 
Email: helenallmark@eclipse.co.uk 

Facebook: Helen Allmark or  
Allmark Cakes 

Wem Playmates 
Nursery
From 3mnths to 5yrs  

Funding available for 2 and 3 year olds
Happy, comfortable and secure

learning environment
Qualified experienced staff

Ofsted report (May 2013) - 
“Children enjoy their time and are happy 

and settled in this friendly nursery.” 
Committee run organisation 

Call Jenny on 01939 233643

Registered charity no. 1124797 
Ofsted no. EY454398

Unit 1 Wem Business Park, Wem. 
Shropshire SY4 5JX
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COUNTY 
SECURITY
24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS 
LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS 
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON: 
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

Email: tony.csltd@btinternet.com 
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

LOCKSMITH COTTAGE, TILLEY VILLAGE, SY4 5HE

WEM 
BOOKSHOP

Proprietor K. L. Jones

Customer Orders 
Book Tokens

81 High Street 
Wem 

Shropshire 
SY4 5DR

Tel. 01939 234377

Hillc
op Bank

BOARDING KENNELS
Set in the beautiful North Shropshire 

countryside we have nine purpose built 
kennels for the more pampered pooch. 

All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm 
Aston Road

Wem 
Shrewsbury 

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07762 188425
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Join Chapel Street Dental Plan 
Only £13.26 per month

Includes:
1 Dental Examination per year 

3 Hygienist visits
Free X-rays

10% Discount on all fillings 
Holiday & Out of  Hours Insurance + More

Tel. 01939 232864 for a New Patient Info Pack
www.spadental.co.uk/wem 

wem@spadental.co.uk
16 Chapel Street, Wem, SY4 5ER

Fast efficient service for your Letters/ 

Reports/Assignments

A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on 

content and letters of application

Data Entry

Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600

valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk

/ 

 Dripping taps (inside & out) 
 Washing machine fitting 
 Water leaks of any kind 
 Anything that needs refitting 

or is loose 
 Immersion heater replacement 
 Curtain rail fitting 
 Shower resealing 
 Doors sticking 
 Lock replacement 
 Install new light fitting  

MERLIN MINOR SERVICES 
PLUMBING & HANDYMAN  

07850 706985 
 
40 year experience in plumbing now semi 

retired available for all those small 
maintenance jobs around the house 

 

No Call Out Charge |  Free Estimates 
Alec Weeks  07850 706985 
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Complementary therapies can 
be used alongside more 

traditional medical treatments 
to help improve health and 

manage pain.  

At the Harmony Centre we 
offer fully-trained professionals 

delivering high quality 
treatments in tranquil and 

pleasant surroundings.

Treatments include the following:
Mon – Acupuncture (Tel: 01948 880 170)

Tues – Shiatsu (Tel: 01939 261 299)

Wed – Kinesiology (Tel: 07947 888 190)

Thurs – Footcare (Tel: 07583 264 905)

Fri – Reflexology (Tel: 07765 694 855)

Fri /Sat – Osteopathy, Sports Massage

           & Reiki (Tel: 07989 360 004)

The Harmony Centre
7 Maypole Court, Wem

Please visit our website for 
details of our services

 
www.harmonycentres.com

Lost a button? 
Hem come undone? 
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations 
and sewing requirements

Contact: 
Sue
On

01948 841076
Or 

07876 308062
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• All kinds of trees expertly 
 felled, topped and pruned
• Hedges trimmed
• All kinds of Cherry, Fruit, 
 Conifers, Silver Birch 
 Trees carefully pruned
• All rubbish removed
• N P T C Qualified
• Fully Insured
• Registered Waste Carrier
• Competitive Prices

PLEASE PHONE FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 07773 118269
Freephone : 0800 747 1975
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Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. 
Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers. 
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes 
to your policy, make a claim or need financial advice. 
 
We can help you with: 
• Home Insurance      • Car Insurance 
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance • Business Insurance 
• Retirement Planning     • Protection 
 
NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected 
products from specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the 
charges. Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd. 
 
For a real conversation about your insurance 
call 01939 232 215 or pop in 
NFU Office,  
Insurance House,  
Wem Business Park,  
Wem,  
  
SY4 5DZ  

WE'RE ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP 

D-4D384E91 
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Gemini
Hair & Beauty

Wig Consultancy & Styling                       
NHS & Private

KERATIN REVOLUTION NANO-INTENSE
M ulti-use 3-in-1                                    

Keratin S tra ightening Treatm ent

52 High Street Wem
01939 232186

Hand & Foot Care                               
Facial & Eye Care                          

Massage & Body Treatments              
Hopi Ear Candles                              

Make-Up                                             
Male & Female Waxing                                                 

Ear Piercing                                               
Spray Tanning                                      

Eyelash Lift                           
Gel Nail Extensions                         

Shellac Nails                      
Vertical Sun-bed 

All Aspects of Hairdressing              
Bridal & Prom

BLONDME LIGHTENING & COLOUR

PREMIUM BONDING SERVICES

Design - we have a creative team on hand to help with your 
design and marketing.

PRINT - business stationery, leaflets, brochures, posters, 
labels and much more.

Signage - banners, flags, exhibition displays, fabric displays 
and gazebos.

Ask for your free promo pack

Photo Products - from digital prints to canvas prints to photo panels 
and photo gifts.

Stationery Supplies - a wide range from pens, ink cartridges to 
cabinets.

59 noble street, wem  sy4 5dt
tel: 01939 232796

email: sales@nsprint.co.uk
www.nsprint.co.uk
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20 Wemsbrook Road,  Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791 509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available: 
Crèche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a little 
‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am-7pm by arrangement.

Funded only sessions for children 3 years and over: 9-11.30 and 
1.30-4.00.

Breakfast, after-school and holiday club for children 5-8 years old 
at Stables.
Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery

after-school 
and holiday 

club
for 8 to16s. 

Based at Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and Newtown
School

• a warm and safe place
to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm

Park Hall Forest Pre-school , based at 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, 
Oswestry, is the first outdoor pre-
school in Shropshire.

• A magical environment where children are free to
investigate and explore and be at one with nature.

• Learning through play using their imagination.
• Incorporates all areas of learning.
• Informal and relaxed environment.

Places available.  Please give us a call for further information. 
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