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20 Wemsbrook Road,  Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791 509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available: 
Crèche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a little 
‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am-7pm by arrangement.

Funded only sessions for children 3 years and over: 9-11.30 and 
1.30-4.00.

Breakfast, after-school and holiday club for children 5-8 years old 
at Stables.
Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery

after-school 
and holiday 

club
for 8 to16s. 

Based at Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and Newtown
School

• a warm and safe place
to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm

Park Hall Forest Pre-school , based at 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, 
Oswestry, is the first outdoor pre-
school in Shropshire.

• A magical environment where children are free to
investigate and explore and be at one with nature.

• Learning through play using their imagination.
• Incorporates all areas of learning.
• Informal and relaxed environment.

Places available.  Please give us a call for further information. 
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From the Editors
Welcome to the first edition of The Wemian for 
2018.  We hope that by the time you are read-
ing this, the weather is a little warmer and the 
buds of spring are bursting into life.  The win-
ter snows are now (hopefully!) long past.  The 
snowy conditions we experienced in December 
did give us the opportunity to take some beau-
tiful photographs of Wem, which you will no 
doubt be seeing on a future front cover of The 
Wemian!  In the meantime, this month’s cover 
should bring a little bit of spring colour to your 
coffee table!

In this edition, you will read news of the Honor-
ary Townsmen awards which were presented to 
Mr Rod Owens and Mr Roger Ashton in Novem-
ber.  You may know Mr Ashton as ‘Brock’, our 
regular contributor on all matters rural who, 
in this edition, brings us his 50th such article.  
Our thanks to him for his ongoing efforts and for 
holding our interest with his many memories and 
shared expertise on rural life.  Congratulations, 
of course, go to both Mr Owens and Mr Ashton on 
their well-deserved honours.

Thanks, as ever, to all our contributors for this 
issue.  If you are reading this and want to write 
something for the next edition, please email us 
(editor@thewemian.co.uk). We are happy to in-
clude your news, articles, memories and short 
stories.  Photos are most welcome too!  The 
deadline for contributions for the summer edi-
tion is 15th April 2018.

Sally and Andy
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New Honorary Townsmen for Wem

Each year since 1983, Wem Town Councillors have had the opportunity to undertake 
one of their more enjoyable duties on behalf of all in Wem, that of considering wheth-
er they can make suitable nominations for ‘The Honorary Townsman’s Award’. This is 
the highest honour that can be conferred by them and is not undertaken lightly.  Two 
names were proposed this year and in November presentations were made to Mr Rod 
Owens and Mr Roger Ashton. 

Cllr Edward Towers, Mayor of Wem who sponsored Mr Rod Owens, said 
‘This honour is being given to Mr Owens in recognition of his many years posi-
tively promoting the best interest of Wem and Wemians. He has been involved in 
many aspects of town life since he came to work here as a solicitor with the then 
North Shropshire District Council.  Most recently he has quietly and consistently 
played a key role in helping pilot Wem Town Hall Trust from its inception, when 
it was formed to rescue the facility from being a closed building, through a part-
nership with Thomas Adams School to a place where it now runs independently.  
This process has seen many positive changes that have resulted in the formation 
of an excellent team of both staff and many volunteers.  As a result, Wem Town 
Hall is now well placed for a sustainable future serving the inhabitants of the 
town and north Shropshire with its vibrant, innovative and varied programming 
that offers a range of opportunities for quality entertainment for all ages to 
help sustain it financially.  This is in addition to being able to offer a fresh mod-
ern venue with the latest facilities for meetings, celebrations and education. 
Under the leadership of Mr Owens and his many hours of hard work for Wem 
Town Hall, this facility is now enjoying an increasingly good reputation across 
both Shropshire and the country at large; for this the town owes him a great 
debt of lasting gratitude.’

Cllr Peter Broomhall, who sponsored Mr Roger Ashton, said
‘Roger Ashton is a worthy person to receive the honorary townsperson award.  
He is a member of numerous charitable committees in Wem.  He is also an advi-
sory to Wem Young Farmers and National Farmers Union in the Wem area.  Roger 
is a member of The Rotary Club of Wem and District and at Christmas the annual 
Rotary Santa sleigh run is amazingly managed by Roger.   The sleigh run involves 
gathering a group of helpers plus a Santa and travelling around Wem, for sev-
eral evenings giving lots of enjoyment and cheer to children (and grown-ups) at 
Christmas.  All monies raised go to local charities. The Rotary tree of light is also 
organised by Roger – a Christmas tree is erected near the Co-op in Wem.  Those 
who would like to remember a loved one at Christmas can pay to put a message 
on the tree.  All monies raised go to charity.  His role on the Community commit-
tee in Rotary sees him care for elderly people on their own; Roger helps deliver 
Christmas day meals and he organises trips on the canal and to the theatre.’

Congratulations to Mr Owens and Mr Ashton who are well-deserving recipients of this 
honour!
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Volunteer 
Befrienders 
support and 

help to 
reduce social       

isolation

Do you feel 
lonely and 
would you 

like someone 
to talk to?

Are	you	a	good	listener?

Do	you	have	time	to	help	support
others?	Do	you	have	life	experiences
others	may	benefit	from?	
Would	you	like	to	make	a	difference?	

Become	a	Chatterbox	
befriender	for	just	an	hour	
a	week.	Receive	training	
and	ongoing	support

Help Us End 
Loneliness in 
Your Area

Do	you	need	to	talk?

Have	you	lost	social	
contact?	Would	you	like	
some	FREE	support?		
Our	telephone	befrienders	can	help	you:

- connect	with	your	community	
- find	and	access	sources	of	help	
and	information
- feel	heard	and	supported

“Chatterbox	is	such	a	positive	experience	for	
me,	I	really	look	forward	to	my	calls”

“(My)	client	brightened	up	as	
we	talked”

WEM COMBINE HARVESTERS
9th Annual Wem Spring Market 2018

Wem’s next Combine Harvesters’ market is on Saturday 21st April – the St George’s 
Market – not quite on St George’s Day but near enough.  This is a local producers’ mar-
ket with traders from an approximate range of 30 miles around Wem.  This year there 
will be three sites, the Baptist Church (SY4 5ER), Senior Club (SY4 5ER) and the Town 
Hall (SY4 5DG) and it will be open from 9.00am to 1.00pm.  There will be more stalls 
(60+) with a range of traders covering food, drink, plants and crafts.  Shoppers at the 
Harvest Market said that they wanted more food and drink stalls so we aim to do that. 
This is one of the reasons for expanding to three sites so that the number of craft and 
plant stalls does not have to be reduced. 

Traders will include many regulars such as Battlefield Farm Shop 1403, From Fleece 
to Finish, Berriew Cider, Caroline’s Classic Cakes, Commonwood Vineyard, Crossbank 
Plants, Butterfly Designs, Kizmet Crafts, and many more.  Food will include meat 
products, cheese, bread, pies and cakes; plus apple juice, cider and wine; chocolate, 
honey, jams and jellies, including the Marmalade Market - Vampire Marmalade, Seville 
Orange Marmalade and others from the Civic Society; crafts - jewellery, pictures, tex-
tiles and wood. 

Please come along and support our local producers and traders... and catch a glimpse 
of Wem’s Dragon, not forgetting St George.  Local historian, Tom Edwards, will be lead-
ing one of his popular Wem Walks on the afternoon of market day.

More information can be found on Wem Local (www.wemlocal.org.uk) or by contacting 
the Harvesters – wemharvest@yahoo.co.uk or 01939 235443.  Wem Combine Harvester 
markets are run by Wem Civic Society, Wem & District Garden Club, and Incredible Ed-
ible in Wem with support from Wem Co-op (Midcounties Co-operative). 
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WEM CRICKET CLUB
This quarter’s article pays a heartfelt tribute to two of our club stalwarts who passed 
away just before Xmas.

George Sage, who passed away on December 13th and would have been 79 on Xmas 
Day, had been a member of the club for over 40 years, joining us after he left South 
Wales to work at the North Shropshire Council offices in Wem. He served the club as a 
player, a committee member and as an extremely effective president. In recent years, 
despite increasing ill health, he had been instrumental in raising thousands of pounds 
for the club by attracting sponsorship, running the successful Xmas Draw, and almost 
single-handedly organising the club golf days which have been enjoyed by so many. An 
accountant by trade, he was an integral part of the financial control of the club, sup-
porting our long-serving treasurer, Mike Sheehy. His wise counsel and good humour will 
be greatly missed.

Brian Perry died on November 11th at the age of 74.  If ever the term ‘legend’ could 
be applied to anyone, it could certainly be applied to Brian. Joining the club in the 
mid 1960s, he completely dominated our honours board for years, winning the First XI 
batting cup 13 times in 17 years, and the bowling award 20 times in 23 seasons. As age 
caught up with him, he went on to win both the batting and bowling awards in the Sec-
ond XI, and then the batting award in the 3rd XI during his 40th year at the club. Brian 
represented the Shropshire Minor Counties side on 134 occasions, and was an integral 
member of the Championship side in 1973. He will be nationally remembered for his 
Nat West ‘Man of the Match’ award against Somerset in 1983, and his canny dismissal 
of Geoffrey Boycott against Yorkshire the year later. Off the field, Brian served the club 
diligently as chairman, committee member and groundsman, and was made a ‘Towns-
man of Wem’ in 1990. 

These two short paragraphs can never satisfactorily convey the contribution that both 
George and Brian have made to Wem CC. They will be so sadly missed by all of us who 
were proud to call them friends.

We are always on the lookout for new members to join the club, either as players or as volun-
teers to help with the continued running of the club. Anyone interested in finding out more 
about Wem Cricket Club can contact us by email at wemcc@hotmail.co.uk, visit our website 
www.wemcricketclub.co.uk or phone the Clubhouse during opening hours on (01939) 234680.                                                                                 

Graham Furber

MINUTE 
MATHS 

PUZZLES

12 +6 x5 +12 ÷3 -6 ÷4 x4 x5 +15 =

14
halve 

it x3 +1 ÷11 square
it +2 x8 -20 ÷4 =

30
10% of 

this x8 ÷4 ÷2 +1 x13 +21 x4 ÷2 =

Easy

Advanced

Moderate
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Macular Society and Blind Veterans UK
I am a member and speaker for two charities, Macular Society, and Blind Veterans UK; 
both are small charities.  The Macular Society has about 16,000 members, with over 
600,000 sufferers in the UK.  Money is needed to find a cure for macular degeneration 
affecting sight, and in some cases to total blindness.  It is proposed to start a Macular 
Society Group in Wem with support of local sufferers.  In regard to Blind Veterans UK, 
membership is much lower at 6,000. There are an estimated 60,000 who could be eligi-
ble to join. When St Dunstan’s was formed after World War I, it was open to ex-service 
personnel blinded in combat. The charity later changed its name to, Blind Veterans UK, 
and the criteria of membership. It was decided to offer membership to all ex-service 
persons as long as they had a service number and sight impairment, or were totally 
blind.  Both charities need publicity of their existence, with an intention of helping 
all sufferers. If you are interested in finding out more of either of these organisations 
please contact me, Ted Davies. Tel 01939 234387 or email teddavies123@outlook.com.

Diabetes UK North Shropshire Local Group 
moves to Wem

People in Wem and the surrounding areas who live with Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes, as 
well as friends, family and carers of those affected, are welcome to attend.  The North 
Shropshire group, which launched in 2015, has moved from its previous meeting place 
in Whitchurch to a brand new venue here in Wem.  They meet on the fourth Thursday 
in the month (excluding July and August) at Wem Methodist Church, Aston Street, Wem, 
SY4 5AU, from 10am to 12pm.  A variety of speakers are selected for the meetings and 
they talk on a wide range of subjects connected to the condition.  The meetings are free 
to attend and offer an opportunity to learn from people also managing the condition.

Group chairman Dave Ball lives with Type 2 diabetes and set up the group with some 
friends he made when he attended the six-week diabetes education course X-PERT.  
‘I’m very pleased to be relocating to Wem.  I really think people living with diabetes or 
people who want more information will find it extremely useful.  The support a local 
group offers is not something you can buy in a shop, it is worth so much. We are stronger 
as a group than as an individual.  I really believe this group can help educate people 
through sharing knowledge, experience and information.’

Diabetes is a condition where there is too much glucose in the blood because the body 
cannot use it properly. There are an estimated 4.5 million people living with diabetes in 
the UK. That’s more than any other serious health condition in the UK.  If not managed 
well, both Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes can lead to devastating complications, including 
loss of sight, lower limb amputation, kidney failure and stroke. While research into a 
cure continues, there is currently no known cure for any type of diabetes.  Research 
shows that access to support and talking to those who understand really helps people to 
better manage the condition.  For more information on the North Shropshire Diabetes 
UK Local Group email midlands@diabetes.org.uk.  For general support and information 
please visit www.diabetes.org.uk.
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The Henry Eckford VMH 
30th Celebration Show

21st & 22nd July 2018
In 1988 a Sweet Pea Show was held in Wem to celebrate 100 years since Henry Eckford 
VMH bred his hundreds of varieties of sweet peas in the town.  In 1989, due to the great 
success of this first show and at the request of the local residents, the Eckford Sweet 
Pea Society of Wem was formed and held its 29th annual show last year.  This year we are 
celebrating not only the 30th year of the Wem Sweet Pea Show but also, together with 
Mr Tom Edwards, we are hoping to display memorabilia of the very early days (anything 
from pre-1900) to the present time, plus information Tom has collected during the last 
30 years.  See what YOU have, in the way of photographs and memorabilia that we can 
borrow.  We will keep it safe and would like to display it this year on both days of the 
show.  The sweet pea belongs to Wem, all due to Henry Eckford VMH.  We now need to 
celebrate his work, his life and the fact that he has made Wem very famous.  Please 
contact Karen Good, Show Manager on 01948 840293 or johnandvalgood@tiscali.co.uk

The Show Schedule of Classes will be available shortly with over 70 classes with some-
thing for everyone, from vases, baskets, plants and arrangements, floral art and several 
for the youngsters from under 5s to 15 years.   For this very special year in celebration 
of Henry we also include two additional classes:

CLASS A: With an Old-Fashioned Glass Vase provided - 1 Vase of pre-1910 OR Modern 
varieties of mixed blooms, set in reeds or oasis.
CLASS B: 6" Bowls provided - 1  Bowl of mixed pre-1910, mixed Spencers (Modern) or 
both, to cover 2' x 2' using any foliage.
In the main schedule in the Floral Art section:
Class 62: A Display to depict ‘We Will Remember Them’ 
Class 66: A Design in celebration of the marriage of Prince Harry to Meghan Markle, 
and to give an opportunity for florists and traders to decorate their windows.
Class 72   ‘We Will Remember Them’

Anyone who would like a schedule, an A5 sae to Lyndale, Nook Lane, Weston-u-Redcas-
tle, Shropshire, SY4 5LP will ensure a copy.  Annual £3 membership card will enable free 
entry to the show both days.  If you would like to join contact Sue: suelardeur@aol.com  
or 26 Aston Road, SY4 5BL, you will be very welcome.

‘DEMENTIA FRIENDLY’ CHURCH SERVICES
WEM METHODIST CHURCH

Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 10.30am
Starting Saturday 17th February 2018

SHORT SERVICE, FAMILIAR HYMNS
in a warm relaxed atmosphere

Coffee, tea, biscuits, cake to follow
EVERYONE WELCOME

Contact: Ann Johnson 01939 232035, Susan Dutton 01939 210628 
or Rev Neil Adams 07985 417000 for further information
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Across
3. Model village on south side of Birmingham
4. Swedish confectionary bar
7. Former name for 'Twix' in much of Europe

10. Entertainment and events magazine (4,3)
12. Theme
14. Film based on a book by Saroo Brierley
18. Most commonly grown variety of cacao bean
20. Album by Davie Bowie
21. Swiss chocolatier who founded a company with

Sprüngli
23. To make merry
24. Singer Ed Sheeran can fit 47 of these into his mouth
26. Delivered by a James Bond-style figure (4,4)
29. World's largest food and beverage company
31. Fruiting body of a subterranean Ascomycete fungus
33. Top selling confection in Japan
34. A two-storey bus (6,6)
36. Belgian company which made the world's biggest

chocolate egg
37. Dave, drummer in the band Blur
39. Language which gave us the word chocolate
40. World's largest producer of cocoa (5,5)

Down
1. Greek prefix relating to flight
2. Roman god of war
3. Character appearing in Cinderella pantomime
5. Medieval European entertainer
6. Frank, actor who played Captain Peacock
8. Largest chocolate manufacturer in N America
9. Chocolates named after a play by J M Barrie (7,6)

11. Known as the 'via lactea' in Latin (5,4)
13. Popular name of Hungarian singer Ferenc Molnár
15. Author of the novel 'Chocolat'
16. Aztec god who brought cacao to the people
17. Thorny flowers
18. The ambassador's favourite (7,6)
19. Capillary wave 
22. Final part of chocolate making process
24. 26 miles and 385 yards
25. Term for a popped kernel of corn
27. Type of herring fishing boat
28. German word for 'children'
30. Butler of comic character Richie Rich
32. Spin quickly round
34. Author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
35. Do you love anyone enough to give them your last one?
38. 'Oeuf' in French

Chocolate Crossword
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STACS 

Shrewsbury Textile and 
Creative Stitch 

We meet at:
The Methodist Centre, Landsdowne Road

Bayston Hill, SY3 OHZ

Refreshments served at 7pm,
 followed by speaker

All welcome, stitchers and 
non-stitchers alike! 

£2 Members £5 non-members
Students £1.50

Forthcoming Events:
Tuesday 6th March

Stevie Walker - “Following the Thread”,  
A talk about Stevie’s work and inspirations

Wednesday 7th March
Stevie Walker Workshop - Hand stitched 

mark-making 
Tuesday 3rd April

Joanne Frankell - “My Journey into Textiles”

WEM LADIES PROBUS CLUB
A social group 

for social-minded people
We meet on the second Thursday 

of the month at the United Services 
Club, Wem.

We enjoy a lunch followed by a 
speaker.

For more information, please telephone
01948 667925

Whitchurch 6th 
Walking Festival

9.00am Friday 11th May to 
6.00pm Sunday 13th May 2018

Based at the Archibald 
Worthington Club in 

Whitchurch, SY13 1BQ

The weekend kicks of at 9.00am when 
Sam Phillips, Chairman of Walkers are 
Welcome (Whitchurch is a member 
town), will officially start the activities.  
Over the weekend we are offering a pro-
gramme of 25 walks exploring the vary-
ing countryside around our market town. 
Walks vary in length from 2 miles to the 
18-mile Whitchurch Wheel, so named 
due to the town’s long association with 
cheese.  We have walks utilising canal 
boats, a poetry walk, railway heritage 
walks, a rail ramble etc; so there will be  
something to suit everybody.

Evenings are not forgotten with a film on 
Friday night, as well an open folk music 
session in a local pub, The Old Town Hall 
Vaults (Edward German was born here),  
which is open to all to join in, playing or 
singing.  Saturday evening we are hold-
ing a ceilidh with popular local band Jig-
smith and to finish off the weekend on 
Sunday a free get-together at the Archie 
with tea & cake or something stronger.

www.whitchurchwalkers.co.uk
Facebook:Whitchurch walkers

Email: whitchurchwalkers@gmail.com
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Wem WI
The January meeting saw the members enjoying fish and chips together, discussing this 
year’s national resolutions and having a fun game of ‘Snowman’ aka ‘Beetle’.  In Febru-
ary we had an excellent talk from Alistair Reid about the ‘Tilley Project’ and in March 
Andy Turner told us all about ‘Aroma Coffee’.

On April 3rd we will be having our ‘Open Evening’ when other WIs and guests will be 
joining us to listen to local man Jake Evans entertaining us with a story or two.  We will 
all be slowing down and thinking more positively in May when Carole Burrow-Mann will 
give us a talk about ‘Mindfulness’.  In May we will also be having a stall at the Millen-
nium Green Plant Sale and some of us will be attending the County Annual Meeting at 
Theatre Severn.

Several members also meet every Tuesday morning at Wem Town Hall about 10.30am 
for coffee.  Please do join us then or at any of our meetings if you are at all interested.  
You will be made most welcome.  We meet at The Senior Club, Chapel Street, Wem at 
7.30pm on the first Tuesday of every month. For further details contact Alyson Owens 
01939 232140 or Kath Shaw 01948 258091 

Shropshire Group Hardy Plant Society

Spring Plant Fair
 Sunday 15th April 2018

12 noon to 3.00pm
Bayston Hill Memorial Hall

Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0DR
Non-members welcome

Free admission and Parking 
Light Refreshments

Disabled Access and Toilets
www.hardy-plant.org.uk

DATES FOR  HOPE HOUSE CAR BOOTS 2018
Wem Rec on the following Saturdays:  

  April 28th, May 26th,  June 30th, July 28th, August 25th,  September 29th   
NOTE NEW TIMES 8.30 TO 12.30

FOR MORE INFO RING MRS WHITFIELD ON 01939 232963.
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Mayor’s Column
Greetings TEAM WEM,

May I firstly wish all the many readers of The Wemian all the very best for 
2018. It promises to be a no less challenging twelve months in Wem than 
2017 but which, when taken up positively and together, will give us new op-
portunities to showcase all that is best in our warm-hearted community. 

I should like to reflect on a most encouraging Civic Service in October seeking God’s 
blessing on our town and Council. The Town Council and Honorary Townsmen were 
pleased to be joined by so many representatives from our businesses, churches and 
organisations in Wem. On this special annual occasion we were very privileged to have 
the High Sheriff of Shropshire and our MP Mr Owen Paterson join us, as well as so 
many mayors/civic heads who had travelled here from all over Shropshire and across 
the Welsh border. Then there was the great success of our November Bonfire Night 
Celebrations on Bowens Field that saw an even bigger turnout than usual due to it 
being such good weather. This was followed by our Late Night Shopping Evening on 1st 
December to launch our Christmas Lights Switch-On. Who can forget the procession 
of the three camels up to the Church lawn?  Not to mention our recently discovered 
Wem ‘Kings’ (not the shop!) and radiant Snow Queen, and all witnessed by 4,000-5,000 
people who flooded into Wem. There was an amazing buzz ... and for this we must re-
ally express our thanks to all who worked so hard to ‘do their bit’ to have made it so. 

You will be aware from the winter edition of The Wemian that one of my key may-
oral charities for this Civic Year is the Wem Swimming and Lifestyle Centre (WSLC) 
and their extension project. They aim to build a bigger, better gym and to reinstate 
the viewing area so that parents can watch their children learn to swim. Whilst 
most of the £140,000 for this has been raised, £40,000 is the amount needed to en-
sure the project can be fully funded. To this end fundraising still continues using:
1. Yellow collecting boxesin shops around the town for loose change.
2. A Community Share Issue (extended until 1st March 2018), You may remem-

ber this is basically a means of giving interest-free loans. Details and Infor-
mation Packs available at the Pool, Town Hall, Library, Town Council, etc.

3. Charities and Businesses being approached for grants – most recently with a 
Cheese and Wine Evening at Soulton Hall at which Owen Paterson was guest speaker.

If you feel you would like to organise an event (however small or large) to help 
raise funds for this local charity, then please do get in touch with me and I should 
be pleased to help support you in some way. Already I would like to publicly thank 
the Wem Vehicles of Interest Group and students at Smallbrook School at Sleap 
for raising money in this way and donating it to this year’s Mayor’s Charity Appeal.

Once built, this extension will help the WSLC generate more income which they hope will 
enable it to further improve by building an exercise studio, change from oil heating to a 
cheaper/alternative energy source,expand its changing facilities, etc. So I should like to 
again appeal to all who read The Wemian to help us get the remaining funding together 
for this ‘new build’ in the next few months. The exciting news is that we are so near to 
getting started now ... a tender was accepted by the Board in late December 2017.
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As a further boost to the Mayor’s Charity for this year, the WSLC Extension Project, I 
am also planning to have several fundraising social events from now until the end of my 
term of office in late May. One of these is to an evening Charity Barn Dance at Wem 
Town Hall on Saturday 3rd March. There will also be a Mayor’s Ball in late April/early 
May. Tickets and posters giving further details will soon be available from all the usual 
outlets.

There are three particular issues I would like to update you on:-
1. Thank you to all those who replied to the recent Consultation undertaken by 

Wem Town and Wem Rural Parish Councils. The results have been analysed and can 
be found on the Town Council webpage. They show clear support for a ‘relief road’ 
and at a meeting held in early January with Owen Paterson and representatives of  
Shropshire Council, Wem Rural Parish and Wem Town Councils it was decided that as 
a next step we now need to draw up ideas of where the relief road could go prior to 
consulting again with Town, Rural residents and businesses. To do this costs money 
and our efforts over the next few months will be concentrated on seeking funding 
for ‘working up’ these outline plans. We are also working on other ‘less expensive’ 
ways of helping ease Wem’s traffic issues in the near term. We hope to consult peo-
ple in Wem about these options in the next two-three months.

2. The Shropshire Council’s Car Parking Consultation has ended and we are now 
waiting for their decisions to our very strongly reasoned response on behalf of the 
town. You will remember that we stated very clearly that the proposals as they 
stood did NOT help Wem economically.

3. The recent Shropshire Council Library Consultation has also ended and we are 
very pleased that they have listened to our representations and moved us to Tier 2 
from Tier 3. This means that our library will continue operating much as it has done 
for the next couple of years. 

I should like to round off by mentioning a few recent successes within the town:
• Thomas Adams School is to be congratulated on achieving a Good rating in their 

recent OFSTED Inspection just prior to Christmas, as well as an outstanding one 
earlier in the year when they achieved an almost unheard of Outstanding grading 
for their boarding facilities.

• The Wem Economic Forum (that seeks to bring businesses, locally constituted 
groups and Councillors together from Wem and Wem Rural Councils) now has new 
terms of reference to help it move our town/local area forward.

• I have just been hearing of the exciting growth and initiatives being taken by Wem 
Junior Football Club under their new leadership over the last two seasons.

• Finally I must mention and congratulate the Wembles Quiz Team from Wem &Dis-
trict U3A who put Wem on the map when they gave a very creditable account of 
themselves in November in BBC2’s Eggheads quiz programme.

So let’s hear it once again for TEAM WEM or, in case you have forgotten, Together 
Everyone Achieves More Where Everyone Matters!

My very best wishes to you all,
Edward Towers – Mayor of Wem
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1st Wem Scout Group
The Beavers’ autumn term was crammed with exciting activities, as part of Animal 
Friends, Faiths, Hobbies and Teamwork badges. We had fascinating meetings at Pets at 
Home, the Walford campus, and the West Midlands Safari Park (accompanied by Cubs 
and Brownies), as well as a hike to Battlefield Church for a quiz devised by the Churches 
Conservation Trust.  District events included a Swimming Gala, handicraft afternoon 
and Santa’s Grotto (where at the last minute our heroes, Wem Rotary, found Santa for 
us) and a ‘Sleepover’ at Jungleland, Telford.  A clown taught us circus skills, and Zeinab 
Lodge told us about Islam.  Wem Cadets kindly trained us to march and, after learning 
the significance of Remembrance Day, almost every Beaver took part in the parade de-
spite bitterly cold weather.  We visited Roden Lodge playing Bingo and our term culmi-
nated with the Christmas Lights’ lantern parade.  As for the spring term, if one Monday 
evening you see a strange mass of moving lights, it won’t be UFOs, it will be our Beavers 
on a night hike around Wem!

Recently Cubs have had a camp at Lee Brockhurst and activities last term included a 
trip to the Climbing Wall, helping clearing saplings at Brown Moss, and making and dec-
orating gingerbread houses.  The camp helped the Cubs learn how to erect and strike 
tents, cook on a camp fire and to tie different knots.  Cubs also attended a swimming 
competition and junk modelling competition.   This term includes a stay-awake with 
night hike, archery, working on the Chef, DIY and First Aid badges and a roller-skating 
trip.  We have a camp coming up for our older Cubs and have three competitions this 
term (chess, a quiz and 5-a-side football).

The Scouts kept busy working towards their Skills and Aeronautics badges.  Some brave 
Scouts did complete the sponsored night hike doing a 7-mile loop from Lee Brockhurst, 
navigating themselves and ending (around 2am) by sleeping in the village hall. As a 
reward they launched a model rocket the following morning.  They also had a superb 
evening tubing at Telford ski slope (careering down in a giant inflatable inner tube).  
Part of this term will be building up to, and fundraising for, a week-long international 
camp in Cheshire in July.  This promises to be a wonderful experience for all, with a 
week of amazing activities. 

Wemian Explorer Unit made a great start to the autumn term 
with a meeting to decide what the year ahead would hold 
and how each Explorer would achieve their Duke of Edinburgh 
Award.  We had a very interesting talk about caving and are 
looking forward to going next term.  The highlight of the term 
was a weekend of camping on the Wrekin.  We hiked to the top 
of the Wrekin, had a camp fire and built a great rope bridge.  
We’re concentrating on our DofE expedition next term, so will 
be hopefully spending lots of time outside hiking and camping. 

We are enormously grateful for the support and help we receive enabling us to give the 
children such a range of experiences.  Thank you, Wemians!



17

The Friends of Whitchurch Road Cemetery
Many people look round the cemetery to try to find ancestors when doing their family 
history research. While the Friends organise the grass cutting and other maintenance 
they are not responsible for the graves themselves; that is down to the families and 
their descendants.  Early last year it was noticed that the headstone commemorating 
J C Jones, a local soldier who died during the First World War, had fallen over.  Not 
knowing of any local family we approached the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
to see if they could help with resetting this stone.  His grave does not have an official 
CWGC headstone because he was buried in an existing family grave, but it is recognised 
as a war grave on their website.  Nevertheless, and unusually, the CWGC agreed to re-
instate the headstone in recognition of the centenary of his interment.  The following 
shows how events were reported in the local newspaper at the time.

LOCAL SPORTSMAN DIES IN WAR HOSPITAL
Lance-Corporal John Cecil Jones, Welsh Regiment, whose home was in New 
Street, Wem, passed away in a London hospital on 3rd April at the age of 23. 
Enlisting at Knighton (where he was employed) in June 1915, he had been at 
the front nearly 18 months, and three weeks ago he was taken ill and brought 
to England.

Educated at Wem Grammar School he commenced work in the offices of 
Messrs. Lucas, Salt and Glover, solicitors, Wem and later worked for the 
Radnorshire Company, Knighton. At athletics he was a great success and was 
deservedly popular in sporting circles.  An all-round cricketer, he was an ex-
cellent bowler and a good batsman and played for Wem, Coton and Knighton 
Cricket Clubs. He had premier place in the batting averages of Wem Cricket 
Club Second XI for two successive seasons and was top of the Coton Cricket 
Club bowling averages for the season prior to his departure for Knighton, be-
ing also a member of the Coton team which won the Whitchurch cricket com-
petition the same year.  While at Knighton he was on two occasions invited 
to play for the Radnorshire Gents.  At football he also showed great promise 
and played in Wem Rovers’ team in the final of the Ethelston Cup. He was a 
member of the Knighton F.C. team which beat Frankwell St. Georges in the 
final of the Church Stretton Charity Cup.

He was buried with full military honours in Wem Cemetery on Saturday.
Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News

April 14th, 1917

THE FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH ROAD CEMETERY
COFFEE MORNING

SATURDAY 14th April 2018 , 9.30 – 12.00 
IN THE CHURCH HALL, HIGH STREET, WEM

Please support us and help to raise funds for ongoing improvements 
and maintenance of the cemetery
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Spring into your Garden
As the days lengthen and the garden begins to burst back into life there is plenty 
to be doing to get things ready for the coming year. Late-flowering clematis such as 
the viticella group can be pruned to about 30cm from the ground.  They’ll produce 
flowers on new growth.  Be careful not to prune the montana group as they will be 
forming their buds at the moment.  Spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia and 
ribes (flowering currant) should be pruned immediately after flowering if this is 
required.  If you have colourful stemmed cornus (dogwoods) you can improve their 
winter stem colour by pruning them hard now, I usually do this in three-year cycles.  
Many herbaceous perennials will be starting to poke their heads above the ground so 
keep an eye out for slugs and deal with them accordingly.

Start to prepare your vegetable patch and plant out onion sets and shallots during 
March. Early seed potatoes can be planted as the soil warms up.  As we move into 
April you should start feeding roses and shrubs. I would recommend using Growmore 
or fish, blood and bone.  These are balanced feeds that will give them a good boost.  
You can also feed your herbaceous borders in the same way.  If you are adding plants 
to your borders, it’s a good idea to apply bonemeal when planting, this will help 
encourage strong root growth.  April is a really good month to think about repair-
ing or creating a new lawn.  Grass seed sown now will germinate very quickly and 

turf will root in no time.  If you have 
a problem with chafer grubs (mayfly 
larvae) in your lawn then you should 
consider applying nematodes which is 
a biological option. These microscopic 
‘worms’ can be bought online, mixed 
with water and drenched onto the sur-
face. This is now the only option avail-
able to control these pests.  As we get 
into May, many will be champing at the 
bit to plant their summer bedding but 
I wouldn’t consider doing this until the 
end of the month at the earliest just 
in case we get some late frosts.  If you 
have variegated plants keep an eye out 
for shoots that have reverted to plain 
green, these should be pruned out to 
prevent the whole plant from revert-
ing. 

Enjoy your garden this spring.
Matt Hudson

Mills Gardening 

Services

Garden Advice 

Hedge Cutting 

Pruning and Planting 

Garden Maintenance 

Lawn Care 

Border and Planting Plans 

 

www.millsgardeningservices.co.uk 

find us on facebook 

matt: 07887 517159 

tom: 07583 500888
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Wem Jubilee Band 
2017 was a successful year for Wem Jubilee Band.  Successful grants at the beginning 
of the year enabled us to not only purchase new uniform for our training and senior 
band, but also some smart-looking new banners with a brand new logo, designed by 
Jacob Varley, whose brother plays in the training band.  A band ready for the next 40 
years, I think you will agree!

For our 40th Anniversary year, the band was fortunate that local companies and business-
es supported our extra special concert in the church by buying advertising space in the 
souvenir programme that was produced to mark the event.  The band was then over the 
moon to sweep a fabulous set of competition results at The Wychavon Festival of Brass, 
coming away with seven awards from the two sections of the competition that the band 
entered.  Soon after this came the spectacular Christmas concert where both training 
and senior bands performed together, much to everyone’s delight.  A committed band 
of players then embarked on a small marathon of carol-playing sessions, entertaining 
the townsfolk of Shrewsbury (alongside the Salvation Army no less!) and Wem.  We were 
overwhelmed with the support of the town over the Christmas weekend, and this has 
raised much-needed funds to take us into the new year.  To everyone who supported the 
band last year – thank you!

As we move into 2018, we look 
forward to contests and concerts 
as well as relaunching our grow-
ing 100 Club which is designed for 
supporters to help us to continue 
to raise much-needed funds for 
the ongoing running of the band.  
If you or anyone else you know would like to support the band by joining the 100 Club 
(The more members we have means the more prize money available!), please get in 
touch via email – wjbsecretary@outlook.com or speak to a band member.
 

We have a training band concert in the planning stages, so look out around the town and 
on Facebook for further details as they are announced.
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Brock - Birds 

The feathered variety that is, in case you were thinking that Brock was going to de-
viate from The Wemian’s original brief to me to contribute a rural article! Mind you, 
there could be scope in that direction!

Whether rural or urban dwellers, the majority of people have a great affinity with wild 
birds. They provide a welcome interlude to our busy lives even if it is only for a few 
daily minutes watching them at the garden feeding station. Their wonderful colours, 
especially in their spring plumage, are a joy to behold.  Modern HD photography zooms 
in to give us fantastic pictures of them too.  And what about their wonderful range of 
song, from the rising skylark, the happy song thrush, the chit chat of the warbler, the 
shrill warning cry of the blackbird, the strutting cock pheasant’s loud single guttural 
call, the too-wit too-woo of the night owl and the almost pathetic high-pitched cry of 
the mighty circling buzzard?  The woodpeckers are worthy of a mention too, with their 
chattering call as they take off with their looping flight and their rat-a-tat on the tree 
wood.  In a way we take birds for granted but, when you delve into their lifestyles and 
migration patterns, you will be amazed how they have adapted to surviving everything 
that Mother Nature throws at them.  Unfortunately intensive agriculture, with its mon-
oculture and insect decline, has challenged the survival rate of some species; it is being 
addressed through the various environmental stewardship schemes but we have some 
way to go to stop the decline of birds like the hen harrier, corn bunting, curlew, and 
lapwing. Contrary to media reporting, the game fraternity and the game conservancy 
groups do help with nurturing wild bird life, managing woodland and moorland environ-
ments to the benefit of all species not just for shooting the sporting breeds out of the sky.
 

Farm birds cover a huge range of species, logical really when you consider that most 
of our countryside is farmed.  Annual surveys monitor their survival rates.  Bodies 
like RSPB, BTO, NT and the County Wildlife Trusts are active in this, as too are CLA 
and NFU.  Most bird species are with us all year round, others are seasonal.  Winter 
migratory birds like the fieldfares and redwings come to mind.  Then there are the 
occasional visitors like the seagulls coming inland to join the rooks behind a moving 
plough, where the freshly turned soil brings abundant worms. Rooks have a special 
place in my admiration of birds.  Having grown up with a rookery nearby, it is in-
teresting to watch their social interactions, coming together and circling around as 
the dawn arrives, calling to each other before setting off for their day’s foraging. 
Jackdaws too are social and vocal with their amazing ability to go into and out of 
chimneys.   It would be remiss of me not to mention the flocks of wood pigeons and 
starlings, the thieving magpie with its raucous voice, the familiar birds of prey like 
the raven, the buzzard, the red kite, the spectacular peregrine falcon, the hover-
ing kestrel and the swooping attacker sparrowhawk. Then, of course, there are the 
small birds that come into our gardens like the sparrows, tits, finches, warblers, the 
territorial robins, not forgetting the spirited little wren. And what is better to see 
than the beautifully coloured nuthatch head down on the birdfeeder? Farms border 
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onto marshland, streams, rivers, meres and lakes where there is another wonderful 
range of species: snipe, sandpipers, avocets with their upward-curving beak, the col-
ourful mallard and teal ducks, the flashing-by kingfisher, the ring ouzel amongst the 
rocks of fast-moving river water, diving grebes, not forgetting the majestic swans and 
herons. And what about the glorious sight of pink-footed geese coming in to land on 
the water pools with the wind behind them, a manoeuvre known as swivelling?  Coastal 
footpath walking has also left me with some wonderful sights of puffins, guillemots, 
oystercatchers, gannets and choughs, as well as the lively pipits, the noisy stonechats 
and the rare wheatear. Once I saw a peregrine dive-bombing a raven!

Migration is worth a mention, it really is amazing. They were moving vast distances 
when man was still living in a local area as cave dwellers! It was a matter of survival 
that brought this about, finding a food supply and an area that was conducive to breed-
ing. These birds possess unbelievable stamina! What about the geese that fly over the 
Himalayas, the wonderful osprey, returning each year from Africa to the same nesting 
area, the cuckoo’s move from the Congo and laying its eggs in another bird’s nest 
and, of course, the so familiar swallows arriving here to indicate the start of warmer 
weather, then all perching together at the end of the season before setting off south 
for warmer climes.  Migrating birds flying over the Mediterranean also have to contend 
with man. Some of the Latin cultures target them for food. Thinking of oversea flights, 
it is also amazing to know that the albatross stays on the wing for weeks on end, as does 
the shearwater. Swifts pretty well live in the sky too. 

Survival is also about coping with severe weather, not only for adults in winter, but for 
newly hatched chicks. Coping too with the animal predators and the raptors who are 
protected by the law now. Raptor numbers have built up as a result of this; nature’s 
survival of the fittest holds sway.  We humans seem to enjoy watching the endless TV 
documentaries about this!  I sometimes wonder if we should interfere and help nature 
a little to find a better balance, but who are we to go down that route?  History shows 
us that there are abundant rogue predators in human society that have caused huge 
disruption and damage to life.  

Wild birds are therapeutic for our minds and souls, long may they continue to be so.  
You could say they are a barometer for Planet Earth’s health.                                 

Wem Senior Club
If  you are over 55 years of  age, you will be 

welcome to come and join our friendly club.   
Every Thursday from 10.00am to 11.30am 
we have a cup of  tea or coffee and a scone 

for the princely sum of  50p to members.  We 
have a packed programme of  activities and 

visits too!
Want to join?  Pop along and ask for Brian 

Branch (Membership Chairman) 
or phone 01939 235533.

 

Welshampton Passion for Plants Afternoon 
Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018 at 2pm 

Welshampton Parish Hall 
 

Bodnant’s Renaissance 
with John Rippin, Head Gardener at Bodnant 

 
Plus expert advice from John 

a selection of plants & delicious refreshments on sale 
follow us on Facebook for more information & news 

 
Tickets now available @ £7.50 

order by email at welshampton.tickets@outlook .com 
 or by phone on 01691 622653 

 
all proceeds to Shropshire Macmillan & Welshampton Church 

(note: this new all-ticket event replaces the Plant Fair) 
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WEM ADOS  
We brought 2017 to an end with two one-act plays, acted by the adult section of 
the society; during the interval we enjoyed cheese and wine. The same cast of five 
performed both plays. The first, set in the 1930s, was From Five to Five Thirty by 
Philip Johnson. The story tells of a mother and three daughters plus a maid, played to 
great applause by Julie Blake, who was a riot of fun from beginning to end. Sue Udy, 
the mother, of whom the daughters were ashamed, was to be put into a retirement 
home. Jacinta Walmsley, Helen Jones and Jackie Schupp were the three daughters 
determined to see their mother in Sunset House, Home for Elderly Gentlewomen. The 
twist in the tale was so unexpected the audiences were convulsed with laughter. 

The second, Costa del Packet! by Anthony Booth, again had the audiences rocking in 
the aisles; the five ladies were just as competent and funny in their totally different 
roles.  Julie was a riot as the tour guide; Sue played the rather posh wife, Jackie a 
younger wife, keen to have a go, Alice the drip, played by Helen, and Jacinta, a mat-
ter-of-fact type.  All are on holiday without their husbands, ending up in a builders’ 
hut, the hotel not having been built. The sets were a credit to the stage crew, so very 
different, but so authentic.  Rosemary Fenn-Wiggin, Naomi Latham, Sue Simcock and 
Andy Jones were to be congratulated as were Spencer Radford, Allen Crowe, Jenny 
Colclough, Judy Fox and Pat Williams. Both plays were beautifully directed by Lynn 
Pulford.

To return to 2002, the North Shropshire Chronicle did a full-page spread entitled ‘All 
the world’s a stage for dramatic society’. It showed pictures from the past, one of 
Irene Ohm (the founder of the society) in the 20s, the first poster, a 1929 presentation 
of The Duchess of Dantzie, Peter Jones, with his stage history, a picture of the 1970 
ball, showing Peggy and Arch Healey, Val and Tony Povall and Wyllis and Bill Turner, 
some of the Stage Door youth members, and it went on to talk about our planning to 
improve the backstage area and would you believe, a kitchen!  How we have gone 
from strength to strength since 2002.

This is probably the most difficult part I shall ever write, on November 3rd Colin Sim-
mons died.  Colin had been a member for many years, a past chairman, but will mainly 
be remembered for his productions of the musicals in the old Town Hall.  Many of you 
will remember he painted the scenery, gathered together the orchestra and conduct-
ed it, interfered with Prue Lancaster’s dance routines and argued with Bill Woolley 
over the casting of My Fair Lady.   He even made me play Geoff Smith’s mother, and 
Geoff was several years older than me!  We were the first amateur society in the coun-
try (yes, country!) to be allowed to perform My Fair Lady, in honour of it being our 
50th year.  Who will forget Finians Rainbow, South Pacific or Hello Dolly, to mention 
just three of the many?  And who will forget Colin?  As he joins so many of our past 
members in the theatre in the sky, many of us will not forget.

Till next time, as ever, 
Margaret  
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Wem Civic Society
Forthcoming events:
March 20th:  History of Brewing and Breweries
April 17th:  Alan Reade - ‘Shropshire Turnpike Roads and Milestones’
May 15th:  Barry Probin - ‘Whixall Moss: the history and development of this 
  area of Special Scientific Interest’
June 19th:  Betty Webb - ‘Working at Bletchley Park’
General Meetings start at 7.30pm in Wem Senior Club on 3rd Tues of the month unless otherwise stated.

Activities in the last quarter:
October: ‘Three Men of Wem, not forgetting the Loppington Bear’ - the stories of:
Frederick Alexander Barnett (see image) – The Brewer by Roger Ashton;  
Joel Stinchcombe - The Postmaster by Oliver Richardson
Harry Strong – The War Hero by Shelagh Richardson
The Loppington Bear by David Smith.

November: The Story of Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings - an illustrat-
ed talk by Penny Ward, supported by the Brewer History Society. 
An authoritative account of the history of the building and the future of the project 
was given by the speaker.

Members have been involved in a number of activities around topics such as ‘Traffic 
in Wem’, The Library Strategy Review, and Parking Charges … plus the perennial 
favourite of planning!  The uneven distribution of resources across the county and 
disregard for the ‘hinterland’, which includes Wem, is causing particular concern.

If you are interested in joining Wem Civic Society, (annual membership is £10 or you can come to our 
meetings as a guest for £2) or wish to help with our projects - please contact 01939 235443 or email 
wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk for further information; also try Wem Local (www.wemlocal.org.uk) or ‘Wem 
Civic’ (Facebook).

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR PAULINE DEE 
REPRESENTING WEM, WEM RURAL & WHIXALL

I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A THURSDAY MORNING STARTING AT 
WEM SENIOR CLUB BEFORE VISITING WEM BAPTIST CHURCH (BOTH CHAPEL ST 

WEM) AND FINALLY WEM TOWN HALL FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please telephone 

01939 233037 or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE

Wem Bowling Club is open all year round
To join us, please call    01939 232245
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CHILDREN’S CHARITY SEEKING 
VOLUNTEER MENTORS 

Children’s charity Mentor Link is recruiting Volunteer Mentors from Wem and sur-
rounding areas to provide one-to-one support to children and young people in schools.  
Mentor Link are keen to hear from people in business and the community who would 
be interested in becoming a Volunteer Mentor to support a young person to achieve 
their full potential.  The mentors are specially trained to listen to and support young 
people and aim to improve their self-esteem and engagement in learning.  The charity 
has an excellent track record of success in achieving positive outcomes with children 
and young people.

If you like a challenge and want to give something back to help make a difference to 
the lives of vulnerable young people, then we would like to hear from you.  As one girl 
in year 9 wrote to her mentor, ‘I am glad I met you as you have allowed me to be who 
I am today and without you, who knows where I would be right now.’ 

No previous experience of mentoring is needed as we are looking for people with life 
experiences and enthusiasm who can give an hour a week.  We have short films availa-
ble on our website about our mentors who have supported young people, so for further 
information see www.mentorlink.org.uk.

As part of our induction programme Mentor Link requires two character references, 
enhanced DBS clearance, induction and ongoing training and travel expenses.  We have 
a dedicated and experienced team of staff to support you in your role.

For further information, please contact Karen Arnold on 07875 438659 or you can email 
Karen.arnold@mentorlink.org.uk or Head Office on 01299 822336 or email enquiries@
mentorlink.org.uk.

A quick brainteaser

Cassie does not like to say her age. When someone asks, her mother answers for her. 
Cassie’s mother says, ‘I’m seven times as old as Cassie now. In 20 years, Cassie will 
be half the age that I will be then.’ How old is Cassie now?

Answer on p28
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Chatterbox
Putting your old mobile phone to very good use

The multi award-winning Chatterbox Action Against Loneliness and Crisis Support Pro-
gramme helps people to come to terms with bereavement and deal with tricky end 
of life situations.  Chatterbox is a free telephone befriending programme, matching 
socially isolated clients to carefully chosen volunteers for one-to-one confidential sup-
port. Chatterbox is operated by Shropshire-based charity Omega. Chatterbox clients, 
often in poor health, are helped to maintain their independence, get the help they 
need and supported to make important decisions. By building trust and developing a 
confidential relationship with Omega befrienders, lonely clients overcome social iso-
lation and reconnect with their family, medical professionals and social care workers.

Chatterbox befrienders, who work from home, use mobile phones to stay in touch with 
their clients; Omega needs your unwanted handsets to continue this important work.  
Maybe you’ve upgraded your mobile recently or, like many of us, you have a drawer 
full of unused phones and chargers which you keep “just in case”.  Omega invites you, 
your family, friends and workmates to donate your unwanted mobiles to Chatterbox.  
Whether a smartphone or something basic, as long as it works and comes with a charg-
er, Omega can make use of it.  Any phones Chatterbox befrienders don’t use will be 
sold to raise money for the charity.  Please bring your phones to our Thursday morning 
IT Free sessions held at London House, Town Walls, Shrewsbury, SY1 1TX.  Phones can 
also be accepted at London House during normal business hours and we can arrange 
collection and make flexible arrangements for larger quantities.  If you, or your school, 
employer or community organisation is able to help with this campaign please get in 
touch; call us on 01743 245088 or send an email to peter@omega.uk.net.  We would 
also like to hear from you if you would be willing to host a town centre collection point.

Chatterbox coordinator Emma Hickson came up with the idea of issuing donated mo-
biles to Omega’s team of enthusiastic volunteer befrienders. She said: “Chatterbox 
works well because everyone involved is committed to finding interesting new ways 
of reaching out to uncover hidden need.  Most of the lonely clients we support find it 
really hard to get help.  By inviting the public to donate unused mobile phones we shall 
be able to distribute them to volunteers and clients or recycle them and raise aware-
ness of our important work.  It would be terrific if employers, clubs, choirs, schools, 
and colleges could collect telephones and other unwanted items on our behalf too.”  
Omega gratefully acknowledges the public support already received but urgently needs 
your help to deliver the fast-expanding Chatterbox programme in 2018.

Contact Omega care for life
Phone: 01743 245 088

Email: carers@omega.uk.net, info@omega.uk.net, chatterbox@omega.uk.net
Address: Omega, London House, Town Walls, Shrewsbury, SY11TX

Web: www.omega.uk.net
Twitter: www.twitter.com/omegachatterbox, www.twitter.com/omegacare

Facebook www.facebook.com/omega.chatterbox, www.facebook.com/omegaendoflife
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The Wem and District Garden Club
Our December Social Evening, on Thursday the 21st, held in the Senior Club was thor-
oughly enjoyed by all present.  Assorted party refreshments, brought by members, were 
greatly appreciated.  Mary’s wine added sparkle to the atmosphere, while members 
in teams of four puzzled over the varied quiz which Mary had organised for us.  Joint 
winners were ‘The Jesters’ (Jean and Andy Betteridge, Gill and Geoff Glover) and the 
‘Three Ducks and a Rooster’ (Beulah Glanville, Denise Dulson, Sue Rogers, Janet Hankey 
and Ken Angell).   Lucky Raffle winners were Ingrid Dawson, Sue Rogers, Denise Dulson, 
Janet Hankey, Andy Betteridge and Val Good.  The winner of the ‘Flower from My Gar-
den’ competition was Geoff Glover.
 

Monthly meetings are held at the Senior Club, Chapel Street at 7.30pm, always the third 
Thursday in the month.  We look forward to welcoming visitors and perhaps some new 
members.  Ideas and suggestions for speakers are always appreciated.   Our annual sub-
scription remains at £6 plus 50p per meeting and non-members, always most welcome, 
pay £2 per meeting. 
 

The Wem and District Garden Club 2018 programme is as follows:
March 15th Finland, History and Culture - Mrs Lisa Hutchinson
March 24th Spring Show - Baptist Church, Chapel Street
April 21st  Combine Harvesters Spring Market - 9am - 1pm
April 29th  Visit - Cholmondeley Gardens for an escorted tour
May 17th  Story of Omushana in Uganda
May 19th  Millennium Green Plant Sale
June 21st  Visit to a Garden in Lee Brockhurst
July 19th  The Work of Air Ambulance
August 16th Playing the Plant Detective - Dr Steve Reynolds
September 20th Scrapyard to Folly - Mrs Yolande Brown
September 29th Harvest Market                  
October 18th Birds of Prey - Mr Heath
November 15th Gardener’s Question Time - Panel of Experts
December 20th  Social Evening

 

Each meeting includes a competition ‘A Flower from my Garden’ - one single flower 
stem - with points for 1st, 2nd and 3rd and no restriction of entries per person.  The 
member with most points at the end of the year is awarded an Annual Trophy.  Meetings 
also include a Sales Table, Plants, Books, Seeds etc (all items welcome), a raffle, light 
refreshments served by volunteer members, plus an opportunity for you to buy Wem 
Apple Juice, a bargain at £2.50 a bottle, from locally grown apples, bottled for us by 
Berriew Cider, Powys.

Contacts:  Mary - marymillington1@googlemail.com 
  Val - johnandvalgood@tiscali.co.uk
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Wem Christmas Lights and Festival 
2017

Wow, what an evening!!!  We estimate between 4,000 and 5,000 people came to Wem 
on a beautiful December evening. (Shame we did not get a covering of snow!)  Most 
shops stayed open and car parking was FREE after 2pm - thanks to Shropshire Council.

Now to the wonderful camels ... our three exciting ‘guests’ came on time with their 
lovely handlers, organised by Daisy, ready to join the parade (after they were rested, 
fed and watered). Three kings – locals Jon Edge, Julie Blake and Mark Horden, rode 
the camels, Coco, Max and Ruby, to deliver gold, frankincense and myrrh to Mary and 
Joseph at the St Peter & St Paul’s Church green.  Tim Bamford was ready to greet them 
and compère for the evening.  A rolling road closure permitted the parade, led by 
Shrewsbury Town Crier, Martin Wood, followed by Mayor and Mayoress of Wem, Edward 
and Lynne Towers, Wem Snow Queen 2017, Louise Clorley, Wem Beavers, Wem Cubs, 
Wem Army Cadets, Alisha Jane Dance group, Wem Youth Club, Wem Young Farmers 
followed by Wem Rotary Santa Sleigh complete with Santa.  Unfortunately, we were 
not prepared for all the public to immerse into the parade.   This was not a problem 
but the groups were slightly hidden which was a shame, Beavers, Cubs and Youth Club 
had made lanterns especially.  St Peter’s School Choir led us into the festive music, 
followed by Thomas Adams School Group.  Crowds of people gathered to watch and 
the camels stayed at the Church until walking back to their pen on Jubilee Square.  At 
6.30pm Father Nick Heron of St Peter & St Paul’s Church blessed the town and the Wem 
Mayor’s speech followed.  Louise Clorley looked absolutely fabulous and was crowned 
as our 2017 Snow Queen.  The Light Switch-on came next and Mayor and Snow Queen 
visited shops and craft stalls all around town.  They then judged the shop windows and 
presented 1st prize to Katie’s Florist, 2nd prize to Severn Hospice and 3rd prize to Soul 
Bird.  Well done to all shop windows, they looked very seasonal.

Craft stalls filled Wem Town Hall, the Church Hall and Baptist Church.  Wem Baptist 
Church entertained with carols and music together with Wem Jubilee Band in the Town 
Hall, followed by Wem Community Choir singing festive songs.  The town was full of 
people in the spirit of the season and visiting many shops that had stayed open.  Our 
annual raffle sold 800 books (up 150 to last year), we had nearly 50 prizes donated 
from shops, services and local groups.  It was a fantastic evening in which we, as the 
committee, are very proud to be involved.  We would also like to thank Winston Farms 
at Tetchill for their generous offer of the two lovely trees, one on the church green and 
the other on Jubilee Square, of which we have joined with Wem Rotary Club and use 
as the ‘Tree of Light’.  Thank you to all the helpers, tree erectors, tree transporters, 
electricians, road stewards, raffle ticket sellers etc; you know who you are!.  Thanks 
to The Wemian for advertising our event so well, and to Sarah for doing the Facebook 
page. A big, big thank you to you all and to members of Wem Christmas Lights and Fes-
tival committee.  What are we going to do to top this, next year?

Liz Broomhall, Secretary
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Learning or refreshing your foreign
language skills with U3A
Now is the time when our thoughts might turn to a possible holiday abroad this year.  
Would it be helpful to brush up our French, German or Spanish that we learnt at school 
to get more out of our holiday?  Wem & District U3A has three interest groups which can 
help members do just that – French, German and Spanish.

Sue is the leader of the French Refresher Group and says this about how it works:  ‘We 
are currently a small group; we meet weekly where possible though there was a long 
summer break in 2017 because of holiday commitments. Each member has at least a 
GCE O level qualification from the dim and distant past! Our leader is a retired Lan-
guages teacher who tries not to be too teacherish (!) but it may well be an advantage 
to have someone in the group with a good command of the language.  What do we do? 
Well, we are all expected to contribute our news at the beginning of each session.  We 
make use of the internet for newsworthy articles, undertake tasks based on French 
songs and recipes and have even played Bingo in French!  The atmosphere is relaxed 
and supportive and you are welcome to give us a try.’

Clyde says this about the German Group: ‘We meet twice a month at Heatherdale (SY4 
3QU). All are welcome including complete beginners!  Germany is the economic pow-
erhouse of Europe and is respected in the rest of the world. Your holidays in Berlin, Ba-
varia (Munich is a fine city), Vienna or Switzerland will be greatly enhanced if you have 
even a basic knowledge of the language. Our biggest obstacle is the fact that English is 
spoken worldwide - Die ganze Welt spricht Englisch!’.    Clyde points out that research 
has shown that we are at much less risk of nasty things like Alzheimer’s and dementia 
if we have exercised our brain muscles just as much as we exercise the other parts 
of the body.  Learning a second or third language also raises awareness of the beauty, 
diversity and flexibility of our own language.

In addition, we have a Spanish Group and Derek says the following about how it oper-
ates:  ‘We are a small group who are trying to improve our knowledge of Spanish. We 
meet twice a month and set ourselves various tasks with the aim of broadening our 
grasp of the use of the language in different situations, mostly focusing on holiday-re-
lated topics. We are always looking for new members. Previous knowledge of Spanish 
is not a requirement although any knowledge is helpful.’  

If you’re interested in finding out more about any of these groups, contact us through 
the website and we will get back in touch with you.  https://u3asites.org.uk/wem.

Brainteaser solution (from p24): Cassie is four years old
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CHURCHES IN WEM
Wem Methodist Church

Aston Street, Wem. 
Office: 01939 236452 Mon-Thurs 9am-1pm

Email address: wemmethodistoffice@gmail.com                                                                                        
Minister: Rev. Neil Adams - 01939 809239

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard 
at church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem. 

Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Patrick English - 01691 622283
Please see times of Mass and other activities on the noticeboard at 
church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem.

The Religious Society of Friends ‘Quakers’
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. 

T. Hobday - 01939 234082 or G. Roper - 01939 233754
www.wemquakers.org.uk

For times of Services please phone Terry Hobday or George Roper.

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church, Wem
Rector: Rev. Nick Heron - 01939 232550                                                 

Hall Bookings: Mrs Thelma Chilcott - 01939 234197
www.wemcofe.co.uk

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard 
at church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem.  

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem.   

Rev. Colin Jones - 01939 235972
www.wembaptistchurch.co.uk

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard at 
church.
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SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME

ADOS Committee Meeting 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 1.30-4pm

BADMINTON TUES           Weekly                                8.00pm

BEAVERS Weekly Term Time   MON. 4.30pm - 5.30pm and 5.45pm -6.45pm

BOWLING CLUB Regular

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed

CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

CLIVE FRIENDLY BRIDGE CLUB TUES 2pm-4pm  & WED 7.30pm-10pm

CLIVE non-league BOWLING CLUB Phone for days and times

COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm

CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION and SNOOKER CLUB Call for information (Snooker - Weeknights, 7pm)

CUBS                                        Weekly Term Time WED and THURS 5.45pm - 7.15pm

DIABETES UK - NORTH SHROPSHIRE SUPPORT GROUP                    4th Thurs of Month 10am-12 noon

EXTEND EXERCISE GROUP THURS Weekly 2-3pm

FREEMASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm

GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

GOAL (Getting Older Adults on Line) TUES           Weekly                           9.30am-1.00pm

GUIDES / BROWNIES Brownies - Weekly Term Time (Fridays 5.30-7pm) 

JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

JUBILEE JUNIOR BAND MON Weekly 6 -8pm

ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12 noon

PROBUS (MEN) and PROBUS (LADIES) Ladies-2nd Thurs/Men-1st Weds of Mth 12.15 for 1pm

RNLI (WEM BRANCH)  

ROTARY CLUB MON 1st Mon - 7.00 / 3rd Mon - 12.00

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2nd Wednesday of Month 7.30pm

SCOUTS               Weekly Term Time WED and THURS 7.30pm - 9.00pm

SENIOR CLUB THURS Weekly 10-11.30am

SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm

SEVERN ARTISTS WED Term Time 7 -9pm

SWEET PEA SOCIETY As and When

TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm

THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday 2.00-4.00pm

TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5) MON Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm

WEM & DISTRICT U3A 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am

WEM LABOUR SUPPORTERS GROUP Monthly

WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED. Weekly 6.30pm

WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM

WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

YOUTH CLUB (10-14 year olds) Drop in term time Weds, 6.00-8.00 pm
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PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE

Stage Door, Aston Street Margaret Simmons 01939 232466

Wem Senior Club                                        Sarah Jones - sarahisobel@yahoo.co.uk 0777 557 4805

Thomas Adams Sports Hall Andrew Dutton 07976 973480

Scout/Guide HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703

Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) Pat Davies 01939 233918

Wem Conservative Club Louise Green 01939 236150

Wem Conservative Club Liz Broomhall 01939 232573

Wem Senior Club    Sheila Richardson (email wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443

Clive Village Hall James Dannatt 01939 236104

Behind Clive Hall,Clive. For info please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church,Wem Val Lusby 01939 200309

Conservative Club Peter Broomhall: 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Scout/Guide HQ, Bowens Field Kate Williams 01939 234481

Wem Methodist Church Hall David Ball 01939 234163

Wem Methodist Church Hall Carole Curphey 01939 234156 

Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch Dudley Summerskill 01939 232221

Wem Senior Club. Web Page:-Wem Garden Club. Val Good 01948 840779 &  Mary Millington 01948 710328

Edinburgh House, New Street,Wem                           Phil Moyse                                  01939 233533

Guides - Weekly Term Time (Tues 6-8pm), Scout/Guide HQ, Bowens Field    Tel:Katie Carter 01939 232859

Band Room, Thomas Adams School Roger Thorne 01939 234950

Band Room, Thomas Adams School. Aimee Hawke 01939 236527 or wjbjuniors@outlook.com

1, Talbot Development,Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673

United Services Club, Leek Street  - Carole Curphey (Ladies) or Con Curphey (Men) 01939 234156

For information please phone Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779

Old Rectory Clare Harris 01691 610452

United Services Club, Leek Street Christine Saxton 07896 921612

Scout/Guides HQ Bowens Field Jenny Hegglin 07734 859029

Wem Senior Club Brian Branch 01939 235533

Wem Sports & Social Club Vera Grocott 01939 233482

Conservative Club, Noble Street, Wem Sue McLeod 01939 233790

Phone for information. Show Manager; Karen Good 01948 840293   /  Val Good 01948 840779

Wem Sports & Social Club David Hayward 01939 232418

Wem Methodist Church. Please always phone Pat Davies for information  01948 880278

Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347

Wem Town Hall Daphne Smewing 01948 840733

For more information please contact teresahewson@talktalk.net

Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem, Peter Hughes 07905 845615 // Coach: Harrison 07415 507425

Various local walks.  Anthony Eccleston 01948 841264 / G.Brown (for times) 01939 232120

Wem Senior Club Alyson Owens 01939 232140

Youth Club, Leek Street, Wem                 Contact Ian Cruise-Taylor for information 01630 684218

Societies
Societies

Societies
Societies

Societies
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EVENTS AT WEM LIBRARY
KNIT & NATTER Every Thursday at 10.30am.  Join our very popular weekly Knit & 
Natter drop-in sessions – share your love of knitting/crocheting/crafts and make new friends!  
Knitting/crocheting/craft books. Tea/coffee/biscuits available.   

READING GROUP Meeting monthly every 3rd Tuesday at 2.30pm.  Share your love of reading 
- discuss and give your opinions of the book of the month! 

BOOKSTART RHYME TIME AND STORY TIME Every Friday during term time from 2.15pm to 
2.45pm. Stories and fun rhyming activities for children under 5 years!  All welcome.

‘JAKE’S TAKE’ Regular fun-filled interactive storytelling sessions by local ‘Young Storyteller 
of the Year’ Jake ‘Trick’ Evans.  Suitable for children 5 to 11 years.  Fantastic fun for all – chil-
dren and adults alike!  £1. Please call into the library for future dates! 

CRAFT SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN Regular once-a-term themed activities/craft sessions 
suitable for children 4 to 11 years.  Previous sessions included colouring competitions; mon-
ster piñata; pom-poms; greeting cards; autumn crafts (birds); peg dolls; bookworm book-
marks; Christmas crackers; etc.  Please call into the library for future dates!  

CARD MAKING CRAFT GROUP  Join our weekly group to design and make your own greeting 
cards.  Help is on hand - also card making reference books if needed.  Tea, coffee and biscuits 
available. 10.30am. 

SCRABBLE GROUP  Do you like playing Scrabble?  Join our weekly social Scrabble Group – 
every Tuesday from 2.00pm.  Tea/coffee and biscuits available. 

SEE OUR NOTICEBOARD IN THE LIBRARY ENTRANCE FOR EXCITING NEW EVENTS!  

Do you like completing jigsaw puzzles?  Pop in to help complete our latest jigsaw puzzles in 
the library!

Assorted board games available in the library – please ask.

Plus – a large selection of books and DVDs available to borrow for all ages/interests.  Book 
sale 50p each.  Free computer/internet access for library members (£1 per 2-hour session for 
non-members).  Magazine swap box. Tea/coffee, biscuits 50p.  

Call in to see us!

Wem Library
High Street 

Wem
SY4 5AA

01939 236995
wem.library@shropshire.gov.uk 

Open: Tuesday and Thursday 10am to 5pm, Friday 2pm to 5pm 
Saturday 9.30am to 1pm
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EXCLUSIVE LEISURE MEMBERSHIP FOR 
WEMIAN READERS 

AT MERCURE SHREWSBURY ALBRIGHTON HALL HOTEL & SPA 

T his great offer is available to all Wernian readers! 

Take advantage of our preferred pricing all year long. Prices are exclusive for 
readers and include: 

Use of 10m swimming pool and jacuzzi 
Use of gym, fitness studios, sauna & steam rooms 

20% off treatments 
20% off in hotel on food and drinks 

Free monthly programme written by our PT instructors 
One personal trainer session per month with a trained instructor 

Over 21 classes included 
An experienced full-time onsite leisure, spa & fitness team 

ONLY £39.00 PER MONTH 
(Direct Debit) 

*For new members only.

To book our membership or for further details please contact our spa team on 
01939 291233 or email h6629-th1@accor.com and quote 'wem' 

Mercure 
HOTELS 

mercureshrewsbury.co.uk 

. LECLUB�COR 
Best price guarantee on mercure.com "or a Ls I ,O1N ouR GLOBAL LOYAL TY PROGRAM AT AccoR><oTeLs coM 



34

BEAUTY WITHIN WELLNESS ROOM
INFRARED SAUNA ROOM

WOULD YOU LIKE:
•  less painful joints?  
•  relief from eczema and psoriasis?
•  to feel uplifted and relaxed? 
•  freedom from SAD?
You can have all these and more!

The Wellness Room is a 3-person dry sauna cabin.  It uses far infrared waves which mimic 
the sunshine and heat WITHOUT harmful UV waves.  You can stay in the sauna much 
longer, which is a much more relaxing experience.  It produces far more sweating, allowing 
more toxins to leave the body.  You can even bring a book to read or listen to the radio due 

to the dry atmosphere!
30 minute sessions, booked by appointment only.

Swimwear or shorts must be worn.  Bring a towel and toiletries; it has a shower.
BOOK A COMPLIMENTARY 10-MINUTE SESSION TODAY

FEEL THE BENEFIT FOR YOURSELF
CALL ME ON 01939 236750 or TEXT 07870 626339 

EMAIL beautywithin@gmail.com 

Neil Hughes
Roofing

Slating and Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss 

Removal.

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

01939 233509 / 07813 850263
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SUE PERRY
WISHING WELL DOMESTIC CARE

AWARD WINNING HOME CARER
I am passionate about providing good quality care for the elderly.

Clients are treated like members of  my own family.

Let me and my small, friendly team help you or a member of  your family:
• Manage day to day tasks - cleaning, cooking, washing / ironing, shopping etc.

• Take you for appointments, ie doctors, dentist, hairdressers etc.

If  you are caring for a loved one, do you need a few hours’ respite care or an 
overnight sleep-in?

Companionship care for clients with dementia
References / Testimonials available upon request

PHONE : 01939 236660 / 07971 182163
EMAIL : s_perry29@yahoo.co.uk
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   PIANO, KEYBOARD & 

 MUSIC THEORY LESSONS       

• 23 years’ teaching experience.
• 100% music exam pass rate.
• Teaching 6 to 18 year olds in 
    Wem and Shawbury.
• DBS checked and references available.

Contact:
Mrs Sarah Myers BA Hons
Tel - 07815 298190.

myerssarah@hotmail.com

DARREN BOWYER 

Unit C15 Wem Industrial Estate 

Soulton Road, Wem 

 Shropshire SY4 5SD 

DEALER LEVEL EXPERTISE - DOWN TO EARTH PRICES 

01939  233153  
.com/MotorcareWem 

Servicing 

Timing Belts 

Brakes 

Tyres 

Batteries 

Suspension 

Diagnostics 

Clutches 

Auto Electrics 

Fry - Days
Wem Car Park

Open Mondays to Saturdays
11.30am - 2.00pm
4.30pm - 9.00pm

Traditional Fish & Chips
Burgers

All Food Cooked Fresh

Telephone Orders Welcome

01939 233376

Lisa Ward
By Design

At Maypole Court 
for your made to measure

Curtains, 
Roman Blinds, 

Soft Furnishings, 
Poles & Tracks

Please Call in 
01939 768030
07800 951245
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Welcome	to	‘Whitchurch	Dental	Studio’	- an	
independently-owned	private	dental	practice.		Our	

aim	is	to	provide	you	with	gentle,	high-quality	dental	
care	in	a	warm,	relaxed	and	friendly	environment.	

 

The Old Fire Station, Brownlow Street, Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, SY13 1QS 

Tel: 01948 661139 
Email: info@whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

www.whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

Still registering new patients! 

Our services include: New Patient Check-ups 
Routine Examinations 
Hygienist Services 
Fillings, Crowns, Bridges 
Implants 
Six-month Smile Orthodontics 
Tooth Whitening 
And Much More……….

If	you	would	like	more	information	or	to	book	an	
appointment,	please	call	us	on:	01948	661139	
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The children and staff welcome you to Whixall CE Primary School. We offer:

• A stimulating and creative curriculum which is enhanced by many enriching 

activities and visits.

• A team of staff who are committed to deliver the best possible education 
and pastoral care for the children.

• Children who have a fantastic attitude to learning and who care about their 
school, each other and the wider community.

• Superb facilities including a pottery room complete with kiln, a nature area 
with a pond and an authentic thatched Celtic hut, a tennis court and play 
equipment.

• A daily breakfast club from 8.00 a.m.

• A wide range of after school clubs which take place every day until

4.30 p.m., these include sports, art, film, pottery, first aid, homework, 
cookery

• Annual residential visits for Years 3 and 6

• Class music tuition in Violin and Recorder and private Guitar lessons on 

request.

• French lessons for all children in KS 2.

• Swimming lessons for all the children.

• A privately run Nursery on site. 

For further information or to arrange a visit, please contact us by:

Telephone: 01948 880330

E-mail:  admin@whixall.shropshire.sch.uk

‘A good school with outstanding features.’ Ofsted 
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J PAGE LTD 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
INSTALLATIONS

01939 220520
07973 106188

WEM BUTCHERS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

Prop. A.E. OLIVER
 

GAME MEAT 

FRESH POULTRY
DAILY LOCAL DELIVERIES

A VARIETY OF SAUSAGES 
HOME COOKED PIES

SELECTION OF BAR-B-Q MEATS 
FREEZER MEATS

ALL HOME BAKED COOKED MEATS
PHONE 232435

6 HIGH STREET, WEM

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in 
piano & theory

Qualified teacher with 25 
years’ experience

Adults & children welcome 
DBS checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189
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www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk
CALL TODAY ON 01939 23500

or 07971 924851

SELF STORAGE
at WEM BUSINESS PARK

NEW STREET, WEM
SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

• YOU HAVE YOUR OWN KEY.

• MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL TERMS.

• FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNITURE  

 HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT,  

 BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC.

• ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORAGE’ AVAILABLE.

8’, 10’ and 20’ Units available in 
the centre of Wem

PLEASE PHONE 01939 233248 
OR RING JAYNE 07581 466102 or BARRY 07860 383939

EMAIL: bhwem@live.co.uk

Robinson and Young
Robinson and Young have been supplying & delivering gas for over 30 years & 

have earned an excellent reputation for our high level of expertise and customer 
service.  Whether it be industrial gas, BBQ gas or any related accessories, 

Robinson and Young have a wide range of stock to meet your requirements.

We offer an efficient delivery service to local areas from 09:00 to 5:00 Mon - Fri!!
For more information do not hesitate to contact Craig on 01939 235300 

or 07971 924851

	

	 Industrial GAS

Robinson and Young, Shrewsbury 
Road, Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, 

SY4 5PA

www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk

CALL TODAY ON 01939 235300
or

07971 924851
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PLUMBER

FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING 
REPAIRS

AND 
EMERGENCIES 

CONTACT 
DAVE MADDEN

01948 710682
07500 223912

“SMALL JOBS DONE”

Grindalls of Wem 
FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

40 Aston St, Wem, Shropshire SY4 5AU.
01939 233903

EST 1954

A profesional, compassionate and 
dedicated bereavement service covering  

all areas day or night

A plan that puts your family in the safe hands 
of your Trusted Local Funeral Directors
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ACCIDENT REPAIRS
M.O.T. TESTING 

SERVICING 
RESTORATION 

RECOVERY SERVICE 
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR  QUADRICYCLES

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
MOT TESTING

SERVICING
RESTORATION

RECOVERY SERVICE
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR QUADRICYCLES

julie sherry
hair stylist

hairdressing in the comfort of 
your own home

call 
07790 399071 
01939 236486
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C.R. CLEANING
CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY - OVENS

EXPERTLY CLEANED
• STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
• HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRING CLEANS)
• INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
• DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS 
• FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

DAVID NIXON: OFFICE 01948 880994 MOBILE 07980 635594

PLASTERER
10 BROOK DRIVE WEM, SY4 5HQ

01939 236486 07812 132110
Julie67@orange.net

MARK SHERRY

Open:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 5pm 

Wednesday & Saturday 9am - 1pm

Excellent  Quality 
Excellent Workmanship 

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson * 
Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422
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01939 220250 / 220131

Phillip Appleby
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner

Tel:  01952 770780
Mobile: 07531 720512 

email: phil@elitefeetbyphil.co.uk

Treatment in the comfort of 
your own home

• calluses and corns
• ingrown toenails
• fungal infections
• routine foot care
• nail trimmings
• diabetic foot care
• massage
• pain free and functional feet

Elite  Feet
by Phil

The New Maltings Cafe
Wem 

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 8am-3pm

Saturday 9am-2pm
Sunday 10am-2pm

Breakfast served all day 
Light snacks,  home-made chips, baked 

potatoes, cottage pies, chilli, fish, chips and 
peas, fresh ground coffee and much more! 

Free parking, wheelchair access, 
Plenty of seating 

Recently refurbished  
Under new management 
(formerly owner of the 

Lakeside Cafe, Merrington)
Telephone orders taken and deliveries to 

local businesses for lunch and break times 
Ring Clare on 07455 866617
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WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers & Magazines 

Home Delivery Service 
Confectionery & Drinks 

Stationery & Cards
Ice Cream & Slush

37 High Street, Wem

01939 236622

KYNASTONS OF WEM 
REPAIRS TO 

WASHING MACHINES 
DISHWASHERS 

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS 

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District 

For over 30 years 
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN 01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
 DIY REPAIRS

Guaranteed repairs, Sensible prices
 

Newton Meadows
Cottages

Wem Road, Harmer Hill, SY4 3EA

Tel: 01939 290346
newtonmeadows@hotmail.com

www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

Comfortable 4 star Accommodation
Large Parking Area

For short breaks, weekly or longer stays
Some ground floor bedrooms

Ideal for couples, families,
and less able

Email or phone Lesley and Ed Simcox
(No smoking – No pets)

Jill Brace
Editorial Services

Copy-editing & 
Proofreading

• on screen or paper
• no job too small

01939 234139
jilleditorial@gmail.com

Proofreader for The Wemian
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LES WEATHERHEAD

01948 830 443

CHIMNEY SWEEP
BRUSH & VAC
CLEAN AND 

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

It is recommended that a 
chimney in use should be swept 

at least once every twelve 
months.

emaundandsons@googlemail.com

Wem Playmates 
Nursery
From 3mnths to 5yrs  

Funding available for 2 and 3 year olds
Happy, comfortable and secure

learning environment
Qualified experienced staff

Ofsted report (May 2013) - 
“Children enjoy their time and are happy 

and settled in this friendly nursery.” 
Committee run organisation 

Call Jenny on 01939 233643

Registered charity no. 1124797 
Ofsted no. EY454398

Unit 1 Wem Business Park, Wem. 
Shropshire SY4 5JX
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Hands for Healing
In pain?

Stressed?
Depressed?

Postural problems?
Phobias or addictions?

Sporting Injuries?
Muscular problems?
Feeling below par?

Sue Rigby at Gemini
QUANTUM TOUCH

REIKI 

01939 233466 or 07531 139387

www.handsforhealing.net

Alternative 
Health

Ingrid Bariosco and Kevin Dawson both 
qualified and insured practitioners.

We offer treatments to relieve stress, anx-
iety, tension, pain and boost energy levels 

and enjoy a better quality of life.

Treatments on offer are:
Reiki, Five Element Reiki, Crystal Heal-

ing and Indian Head Massage.

We also offer one day courses in Reiki 1&2.  
Two day courses in Reiki Master and or 

Reiki Master/Teacher training.

Contact Ingrid or Kevin for details
01939 234712  

Mobile Number 07549 997430

Emails: ingridbariosco@yahoo.co.uk or 
ingridatalternativehealth@gmail.com

WEMIAN CRAFTS
BESPOKE

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE
We provide a framing service 

based in Wem, Shropshire
Frames are custom-made in our 

workshop using solid hard or 
soft wood, shaped to customers’ 

own requirements.  
No job too large or small.

Competitive Prices
Give us a call or email for a no 

obligation quotation
Telephone Kevin or Ingrid on 

01939 234712 
email: wemcrafts@gmail.com
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DELICIOUS HOME COOKED FOOD AND SUPERB SELECTION OF 
FINE WINES & ALES
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Call to arrange appointment
Tel: 01939 235880  Mobile 07794 524347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

CARPET CLEANING
+ suite cleaning

CLEANED - DEODORISED - STAIN PROTECTION AND DRY
IN AROUND 30 MINUTES

+ HELP TO MOVE FURNITURE IF REQUIRED
DRY FUSION FROM VALUE VALET; YOUR LOCAL CARPET CLEANER

CALL TONY: 01939 233362
www.value-valet.co.uk
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Contact me
Tel: 01939 235651  
Mob: 07557 131031
Email: nicola.okeeffe@personaltravelagents.co.uk 
Website: nicola-okeeffe.personaltravelagents.uk.com

As your personal travel agent I will take time to get to know you and what you want from your holiday.  I am 
available at a time that is convenient for you and with the latest technology at my fingertips, you don't need 
to spend your valuable time on the high street, trawling the internet or making endless phone calls.  I can 
help you with all your travel requests, so whether it's the family holiday of a lifetime, a far-flung adventure 
or child free pure romance, I can share my experiences, knowledge and passion to make your holiday.

Your Personal Travel Agent 

NicolaO'Keeffe

40 High Street, 
Wem, 

SY4 5DG
 www.rgreaves.co.uk

01939 768070

R. GREAVES & Co
Independent Lady Funeral Director

Offering a complete service day or night.

All areas covered.

Pre-paid funeral plans & Memorials.
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Pampered Souls by J and S 
Beautiful Bespoke Treatments 

 
Visit us on the High Street opposite the Wem Community Library 
 

 Hot Stone Therapy, Therapeutic Back Massage, Swedish Body Massage 

 Indian Head Massage, Reiki, Hopi Ear Candling 

 Acrylic and Gel extensions, Nail Art, Manicure, Pedicure, Gel Polish 

 Hydra collagen facial, express facial, microdermabrasion facial 

 Eyebrow Waxing, Tinting, Dolly Lift and Lash 

 Make up by John Van G 
 
We also stock MONU Skincare products. 
 

Jenny & Sarah  
 

 01939 768095 
6A High Street, Wem, Shropshire. SY4 5AA  www.PamperedSouls.co.uk 

 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 
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FOXHOLES  BOARDING 
CATTERY

A SMALL EXCLUSIVE, NEWLY BUILT

OUTDOOR CATTERY IN A GARDEN SETTING 

OPEN ALL YEAR

HEATED CHALETS 

LISTED BOARDING CATTERY

THE LAURELS FOXHOLES
WEM SHROPSHIRE 

SY4 5UJ

01939 232646
fox.cat@hotmail.co.uk 

Visitors welcome for viewing 
(between Lowe Hill & Whixall)

MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds 
DBS checked 
References

Alan Cliff: 
01939 234790
07791 212196

Home Tuition

Liz Castle MBAcC  
ACUPUNCTURIST 

 

Safe, effective treatment for a 

wide range of conditions. Liz is 

an experienced acupuncturist 

and a Member of the British 

Acupuncture Council. 

 

Clinics in Wem and Whitchurch 

 

Tel: 01948 880170 

www.lizcastle.com 

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygienists

Mrs S Singh BDS 
Mr D Singh BDS 

Dental care plans 
available



54

Shropshire English Tutor
Specialist English language tuition 

by a qualified and experienced tutor. 

GCSE English (for school age and 
adult learners)

ESOL for everyday and business
Functional Skills English

Adult Literacy 

Catherine Penney
Private Tutor

Tel - 01939 290 973 / 079838 22712

Website - Shropshireenglishtutor.word-
press.com

Facebook - Shropshire English Tutor@
shropshiretuition

ALLMARK 
CAKES 

Celebration Cakes and Cupcakes for 
Every Occasion 

Contact Helen Allmark:- 
Address: 35 Somerset Way,  

Wem, SY4 5UP 
Tel: 01939 234543 or 07890 347207 
Email: helenallmark@eclipse.co.uk 

Facebook: Helen Allmark or  
Allmark Cakes 

Artisan flower grower and floral decorator

The very best of locally grown flowers 

bringing gorgeous blooms  

to your wedding, or special event.

• bouquets and buttonholes

• floral table settings

• garlands and archways

• natural funeral flowers

gilliflowerwem.wordpress.com 
gilliflowerwem@gmail.com

Mobile: 07510 372410 
Facebook: Gilliflower of Wem 

Twitter: @glyflowers
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               (Administrators of Oaths)

 
 

 ESTATE AGENCY & PROPERTY VALUATIONS 
 
 PROPERTY & LAND – LEGAL CONVEYANCING 

 
 WILL, TRUST PREPARATION & 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 
 

 LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
 

 PROBATE & WINDING-UP OF ESTATES 
 

 MATRIMONIAL & DIVORCE 
 

 GENERAL CIVIL LITIGATION 
 

 DEBT RECOVERY 

The Old Bank ● 20 High Street ● Wem ● Shropshire ● SY4 5AA
Tel 01939 232775 ● Fax 01939 236684 ● Email legal@harfitts.co.uk ● Visit www.harfitts.co.uk

Harfitts are both Solicitors and Estate 
Agents providing you with a 

comprehensive range of Legal and 
Estate Agency services. 

 
‘UNDER ONE ROOF’ 

Whether you are looking for a 
specialist Solicitor or an Estate Agent 

to help to buy, sell or rent your 
property we are here to help you when 

you need it. 
 

Clients can now, with confidence leave 
all the worrying details of a property 
transaction – from valuation to the 

final completion – in the hands of one 
professional firm. 

 
HARFITTS of Wem

SURGERY DATES 2018
Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following dates:

Saturday 24th February – 9.15am to 10.15am
Saturday, 24th March – 9.15am to 10.15am

Saturday 21st April - 9.15am to 10.15am
VENUE:  THE FIRE STATION, HIGH STREET, WEM

If you have any issues Chris can help with between Surgeries, please feel free to write to him at 
Dwyfor, 37 Kynaston Drive, Wem, SY4 5DE or 

email: chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk or tel: 01743 252929

WEM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
CHRIS MELLINGS
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Lost a button? 
Hem come undone? 
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations 
and sewing requirements

Contact: 
Sue
On

01948 841076
Or 

07876 308062

DRUM 
TUITION

At your home
or my home

in Wem

ENHANCED DBS CHECK

01939 234790
07812 399276
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COUNTY 
SECURITY
24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS 
LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS 
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON: 
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

Email: tony.csltd@btinternet.com 
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

LOCKSMITH COTTAGE, TILLEY VILLAGE, SY4 5HE

WEM 
BOOKSHOP

Proprietor K. L. Jones

Customer Orders 
Book Tokens

81 High Street 
Wem 

Shropshire 
SY4 5DR

Tel. 01939 234377

Hillc
op Bank

BOARDING KENNELS
Set in the beautiful North Shropshire 

countryside we have nine purpose built 
kennels for the more pampered pooch. 

All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm 
Aston Road

Wem 
Shrewsbury 

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07762 188425
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Join Chapel Street Dental Plan 
Only £12.88 per month

Includes:
1 Dental Examination per year 

3 Hygienist visits
Free X-rays

10% Discount on all fillings 
Holiday & Out of  Hours Insurance + More

Tel. 01939 232864 for a New Patient Info Pack
www.spadental.co.uk/wem 

wem@spadental.co.uk
16 Chapel Street, Wem, SY4 5ER

OLD RECTORY HOTEL 
AND WEDDING VENUE

Small is beautiful &
style is everything

The Old Rectory Hotel is a real haven of com-
fort and style, where individually styled rooms, 
home grown produce and friendly professional 

staff are part of the experience.

Weddings, Functions, 
Christenings and parties

New courtyard marquee  
Catering for wedding receptions up to 120
guests and casual parties up to 200 guests

For bookings, enquiries and Special offers 
Tel: 01939 233233

Lowe Hill Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5UA
Or visit www.oldrectorywem.co.uk

Fast efficient service for your Letters/ 

Reports/Assignments

A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on 

content and letters of application

Data Entry

Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600

valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk
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Fully qualified therapists delivering 
high quality treatments in tranquil and 

pleasant surroundings

Treatments include the following:
• Monday – Acupuncture (01948 880170)
• Tuesday – Chiropractic (01939 230998)
• Wednesday – Shiatsu (07900 081356)
• Thursday – Footcare (07583 264905)
• Friday – Osteopathy (07989 360004)
• Saturday - Swedish Body Massage (07879 

552795)

For all general enquiries please call 
Jenny Copley on 07583 264905

7 Maypole Court, Wem 
www.harmonycentres.com

Tai Chi Qi Gong
At

Wem Town Hall

Tuesdays 12 – 1 pm
Improve Breathing, Stamina, 

Balance, 
Posture and Concentration.

Cultivate
 your inner strength

Telephone Jean on:
01939 261299
07900 081356
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• All kinds of trees expertly 
 felled, topped and pruned
• Hedges trimmed
• All kinds of Cherry, Fruit, 
 Conifers, Silver Birch 
 Trees carefully pruned
• All rubbish removed
• N P T C Qualified
• Fully Insured
• Registered Waste Carrier
• Competitive Prices

PLEASE PHONE FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 07773 118269
Freephone : 0800 747 1975
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Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation 
Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of 
British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

Because the right car insurance for you 
starts with the right conversation with us. 
 
Call 01939 232 215 for a quote or pop in 
Insurance House, Wem Business Park, Wem 
SY4 5DZ  

OUR CAR INSURANCE 
ISN’T ON COMPARISON 
WEBSITES 
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A woman’s eye for decor and detail

Professional, considerate service.
Insured and references available. Coving etc. 

Covering Shrewsbury, Mid and North Shropshire
Free no obligation quotes Ring Sandie or Rene on

01939 768311 or Mobile: 07957 764360
 Email: picturethisfid@macace.net

Picture this...
(Female decorators)

Interior decorating
specialists

Quality Fabrics &
Haberdashery

OPENING 
SOON 

IN SHAWBURY
Facebook: CraftNutter Supplies

www.craftnuttersupplies.co.uk
07712 763476

KERATIN REVOLUTION NANO-INTENSE   
Multi-use 3-in-1       

Keratin Straightening Treatment 

                     

Gemini 
Hair & Beauty 

All Aspects of Hairdressing 
Bridal & Prom 

PREMIUM	BONDING	SERVICES	
BLONDME	LIGHTENING	&	COLOUR	

NHS & Private 

Wig Consultancy & Styling 

01939	232186
 @	Gemini	Hair	&	Beauty	

Hand & Foot Care      
Facial & Eye Care      

Massage & Body Treatments 
Hopi Ear Candles      

Make-Up      
Male & Female Waxing     

Ear Piercing      
Spray Tanning      

Eyelash Extensions & 
Lifting Gel Nail Extensions      	

Shellac Nails      

Vertical Sun-bed

52	High	Street	Wem	
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Over 70 years of  quality service
A local, family company

BENBOW BROS
Tree Care Specialists

• Tree Surgery
• Felling
• Hedge Cutting
• Storm Damage Trees
• Care of Specimen Trees
• Stump Removal
• Year Round Site Clearance

Free Estimates
Full Insurance

Telephone: 01939 200242
Email: enquiries@benbowbrothers.co.uk

www.benbowbrothers.co.uk
Benbow Brothers (Timber) Ltd, 

The Lodge, Lee Brockhurst, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5SA

Tel: 01939 200242
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Northwood Hanging Baskets.co.uk

Refilled or new baskets 
Baskets collected and redelivered 
Great selection of themes 
Containers and mangers available 

Quality hanging baskets delivered to 
your door.  We take the hassle out of 
buying baskets and containers.  Head 
to our website for more information

Order Online:  
northwoodhangingbaskets.co.uk or call 
Matt: 07887 517159 - Tom: 07583 500888 

Part of Mills Gardening Services

Like our 
Facebook Page 

 for 
Special Offers

Shrewsbury Town Mix Strawberry Ruby Ann


