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20 Wemsbrook Road,  Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791 509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available: 
Crèche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a little 
‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am-7pm by arrangement.

Funded only sessions for children 3 years and over: 9-11.30 and 
1.30-4.00.

Breakfast, after-school and holiday club for children 5-8 years old 
at Stables.
Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery

after-school 
and holiday 

club
for 8 to16s. 

Based at Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and Newtown
School

• a warm and safe place
to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm

Park Hall Forest Pre-school , based at 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, 
Oswestry, is the first outdoor pre-
school in Shropshire.

• A magical environment where children are free to
investigate and explore and be at one with nature.

• Learning through play using their imagination.
• Incorporates all areas of learning.
• Informal and relaxed environment.

Places available.  Please give us a call for further information. 
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Disclaimer:
The articles and images available in The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
ter account are for informational purposes only. 
The opinions expressed at or through The Wemian 
Magazine and associated Facebook page and Twit-
ter account are the opinions of the individual author 
and may not reflect the opinions of The Wemian or 
any individual Wemian Volunteer.  Businesses, prod-
ucts, services, societies, clubs, churches, organisa-
tions, meetings and events advertised within The 
Wemian are not necessarily endorsed or recom-
mended by The Wemian. Unless otherwise notified 
The Wemian will appear on www.thewemian.co.uk 
as a pdf file exactly as it appears in printed form.

THANKS TO OUR PRINTERS
www.cheapleaflets.co.uk

THANKS TO RICHARD FROM
www.activecomp.co.uk

FOR HOSTING THE WEBSITE

From the Editors
We draw 2017 to a close with another great edi-
tion of The Wemian.  Inside you can read about 
events of recent months, including the Harvest 
Market and the Jubilee Band’s 40th Anniversary 
Concert, as well as the many and varied activi-
ties of the town’s clubs and societies.

In his regular column, the Mayor of Wem, Cllr 
Edward Towers, writes about Wem Swimming 
and Leisure Centre and the initiatives to raise 
funds to maintain the facility for our communi-
ty.    He asks for readers of The Wemian to sup-
port the ongoing projects to secure the future of 
this excellent facility.  

As you will read inside, there are a number of 
events in the coming weeks in Wem, with the 
Christmas Festival at the start of December and 
the Rotary Club’s Santa Run, to name but two.  
Yet again we can see how many events and ac-
tivities are available to us here in Wem.  We tru-
ly are very lucky to have so much on offer to us!

We would, as ever, like to thank those who have 
sent us their contributions.  We are a community 
magazine and welcome stories, articles and no-
tices from individuals and groups.  Please get in 
touch if you would like to put something into the 
spring edition.  The deadline for contributions is 
15th January 2018.

Finally, we would like to wish all of our readers a 
wonderful Christmas and a very happy New Year!

Sally and Andy
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A Cold Christmas Eve
A short story by Grace Wood

It was a cold Christmas Eve and a snowy one.  The roads and fields were blanketed, 
creating a white landscape.  Frost-stricken branches quivered in the gentle breeze of 
the night air.  I had no idea how I would get home.  Roads were closed and planes were 
cancelled.  Where would I sleep?  The car would be too uncomfortable, and it was too 
cold to stay in it.  Luckily, I knew of a nearby old abandoned house, Aston Noble Manor, 
in which I could pass the night.

I cautiously made my way up the long driveway, wary of any wild animals waiting to 
pounce and aware of the local stories.  I heard a noise.  What was that?  I convinced 
myself I had just stepped on a twig although I knew that there were none in sight.  
Deep down I think I knew that someone - or something - was behind me, waiting, 
watching, following me into the house.  Finally, I had reached the door.

‘Creeeaaaakkkkkk!’ screamed the door at me as I tugged it open.  It slammed into the 
wall and a plume of dust flew into my face.  I stepped forward into the hall.  There 
were a few portraits of past owners of the old manor and at the back of the hall, 
a grand staircase climbed its way up the wall and onto the second-storey landing.  
A gleaming chandelier was suspended from the ceiling and, weirdly, candles were 
perched precariously, casting dancing shadows across the room.  A few doorways led 
off from the hall and a kitchen opened out at the far end of it.  There were also a 
couple of desks dotted about and snow-covered windows, offering no view out to the 
perimeter wall.  Curiously, in the middle of the hall there was a brand new Christmas 
tree, strung with lights and decked out with various baubles and whatnot.

I knew that there would be no bedrooms on the ground floor so I headed up to the 
second floor to scout for somewhere to spend the cold night.

The front half of the house was ruined with damage from a past fire, so the back of 
the house would definitely be the better option.  I went straight ahead on the landing 
so I wouldn’t reach the fire-ruined bedrooms.  From there, I turned left, then right, 
then left again until I reached what I thought would be a suitable room to sleep in and 
wait for Christmas morning to come.  I pulled on the door handle and stepped into 
the room.

The floorboards creaked as I crept in, but overall 
the room seemed very regal, with a king-size bed 
for me to relax on.  Hanging at the foot of the bed, 
an ornate stocking dangled.  This seemed strange 
to me, but I cast it to the back of my mind.

I settled down onto the soft pillows and closed my 
eyes.  Sleep enclosed me swiftly, whilst the dis-
tant sound of footsteps filled the cold, night air…
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Wem Christmas Festival
Friday 1st December 2017

Parade with “Three Kings” on Camels from Jubilee Square to include Shrewsbury 
Town Crier, Wem Snow Queen (2016 & 2017) and local groups. 

Shops in the town are encouraged to open late for the evening because the festivities 
attract many visitors every year.  There is an annual draw of which the raffle tickets 
are sold throughout the town during the months approaching December.  The funds 
from this and other events go to pay for the Christmas trees and lights above the shops.  

The trees are erected by Bernard Maddox and his family.  The large trees on St Peter 
& St Paul’s Church lawn and on the Jubilee Square will be kindly donated by Winston 
Farm Christmas Trees at Tetchill, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9BA.  The trees are trans-
ported and erected by Alan Rowlands Timber of Wem.  

Carl Corvers voluntarily looks after maintenance and safety of the trees above the 
shops and Dave Bushill supplies bulbs and electrical maintenance.

During the festival, Tim Bamford and many local groups join together to provide help 
and entertainment and we would like to thank them all.

Prize draw, carol singing, Wem Jubilee Band and festive stalls will be in Wem Town 
Hall.  There will be local school groups singing plus we will be joined by the Shawbury 
Military Wives Choir. ‘Light Switch-On’ at St Peter & St Paul’s green.  Various stalls in 
the Church hall, everyone welcome.  Light switch-on and Wem Town Mayor’s speech 
6.30pm.  (See other times on posters and fliers around town.)

Volunteer 
Befrienders 
support and 

help to 
reduce social       

isolation

Do you feel 
lonely and 
would you 

like someone 
to talk to?

Are	you	a	good	listener?

Do	you	have	time	to	help	support
others?	Do	you	have	life	experiences
others	may	benefit	from?	
Would	you	like	to	make	a	difference?	

Become	a	Chatterbox	
befriender	for	just	an	hour	
a	week.	Receive	training	
and	ongoing	support

Help Us End 
Loneliness in 
Your Area

Do	you	need	to	talk?

Have	you	lost	social	
contact?	Would	you	like	
some	FREE	support?		
Our	telephone	befrienders	can	help	you:

- connect	with	your	community	
- find	and	access	sources	of	help	
and	information
- feel	heard	and	supported

“Chatterbox	is	such	a	positive	experience	for	
me,	I	really	look	forward	to	my	calls”

“(My)	client	brightened	up	as	
we	talked”
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WEM CRICKET CLUB
The local cricket season finished on September 24th, and this quarter’s article looks 
at how we fared.

Our First XI, captained by Matty Cohen, finished 5th in the Shropshire County Cricket 
League with 14 wins from 21 games played, one of which was gained against cham-
pions, Whitchurch CC who finished an emphatic 69 points above us.  We continued 
to field a local side, save for our overseas player, Ned Absolom.  Proving a popular 
member of the club, Ned had a mixed season scoring a disappointing 457 runs at an 
average of 21.76, highest score 79 v Frankton.  However, his bowling proved more 
penetrative than expected with 22 wickets at 16.73, with a best of 4-10 v Madeley. 
To paraphrase Lord Sugar “our hunt for promotion to the Birmingham League goes 
on!”  The highlight of the season proved to be the winning of the Senior Slam T20 
competition.

The Second XI, under Shaun Astley finished 4th with 14 wins from 20 games, and the 
Third XI, under new captain Lee Bowen finished 5th with 10 wins from 21 games, a very 
creditable return for a side containing several of our junior players, gaining valuable 
experience by playing adult competitive cricket.

In the Shrewsbury and District Evening League, our ‘A’ side finished 3rd in a very tight 
league and won the President’s Cup, whilst a very junior ‘B’ side came 5th.  Our U15s 
became Shropshire County Champions for that age group, and were then narrowly 
beaten in the Regional Final.  Mathew Tudor and Oliver Cooper were valued members 
of the Shropshire U13 squad which excelled in winning the very competitive Taunton 
Tournament.

Congratulations are due to Danny Cohen (Premier League) and Mark Ellis (Division 1, 
2nd XI) for selection in their respective ‘League Teams of the Year’.  A well-deserved 
honour for them both.

The club had to apply for ‘ClubMark’ reaccreditation this summer, and is pleased to 
have retained this most prestigious status for another three years.

We are always on the lookout for new members to join the club, either as players or as volun-
teers to help with the continued running of the club. Anyone interested in finding out more 
about Wem Cricket Club can contact us by email at wemcc@hotmail.co.uk, visit our website 
www.wemcricketclub.co.uk or phone the Clubhouse during opening hours on (01939) 234680.                                                                                 

Graham Furber

WEM CC DIARY DATES
December

4th - AGM (8pm)
15th - Grand Xmas Draw (9.30pm)
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The Rotary Club
Christmas is the busiest of times for Wem Rotarians as it is a case of “all hands on 
deck” to help Santa and his elves when they visit the area.  Last year Mrs Santa - suit-
ably sustained with a plate of mince pies -  stayed behind at North Pole Control and, 
through the club’s Facebook page Rotary Club of Wem and District, kept everyone 
updated on Santa’s progress.  This worked very well indeed (especially when the sleigh 
was delayed because the reindeer needed to take on extra Christmas pudding) and 
she has very kindly agreed to do it again this year.  At the time of writing Santa has 
not finalised his route, but all the details are there on our Facebook page.  As usual, 
Santa’s Little Helpers will be collecting donations as the sleigh travels round. Thanks 
to your extraordinary generosity, Wem Rotary Club is able, every year, to distribute 
several thousand pounds to local charities and organisations.  Just some of those who 
benefited recently are: local elderly and disabled people; the pupils at Thomas Adams 
and St Peter’s; local hospitals and hospices; Wem Town Hall; Wem Swimming Pool; Wem 
Millennium Green; the Air Ambulance; the Royal British Legion; Blind Veterans UK; 1st 
Wem Scouts;  the Macular Society; and Wem Youth Club.  We could not do this without 
your support. Thank you! 

Come Christmas Day, with all the presents delivered, Santa gets a chance to put his 
feet up and have a nap.  Wem Rotarians, however, will still be busy delivering Christmas 
dinners to local elderly people who are on their own.  It does make you pause, as you 
ring the doorbell, to think that you may be the only person that they see or speak to 
during the whole of Christmas Day.  

January and February give us an opportunity to plan for spring and summer.  We’ll be 
able to share our ideas in the spring edition of The Wemian.  Our guest speaker for Janu-
ary is Rev Lynne Morris.  Her highly amusing talk entitled Lipstick and my collar will take 
place at the Old Rectory Hotel, Wem on January 8th at 7.00pm.  Tickets, which include 
a two-course dinner and coffee, cost £12.50.   On February 5th, Wem’s own media star, 
Sybil Ruscoe, will be spending the evening with us, and on 23rd February North Shrop-
shire’s MP, the Rt Hon Owen Paterson will be joining us for lunch.  Everyone is welcome 
to join us at these meetings. (Enquiries 01939 234812.)

Three members of the Wem Rotary Club have been honoured with awards for their work 
in the local community and as Rotarians.  Ted Davies has finished a successful year as 
President.  He has worked tirelessly to promote the club and has encouraged a record 
number of new members.  To end his year he was delighted to be awarded The Paul 
Harris Fellowship (PHF) Sapphire badge.  This very special award is in honour of his 
outstanding dedication to Rotary and the local community over many years.  Margaret 
Davies was also awarded the PHF for her work and dedication to Rotary and the local 
community.  Margaret has worked enthusiastically over the years in almost every official 
position, including that of President of the club and latterly supporting her husband 
Ted.  Phil Moyse MBE was shocked to hear that he too had been honoured with the PHF.   
Phil, since arriving in Wem six years ago, has been proactive in the local community, 
having developed the club’s website and looking after the communications/publicity 
for Wem & District Rotary Club.
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The Eckford Sweet Pea Show
By kind permission of the Head and her staff at Thomas Adams School, our 29th Annual 
Show, held in Stanier Hall and a large marquee in the car park, was another great suc-
cess.  Exhibitors arrived on Friday evening to stage their exhibits in the Ruscoe Centre 
during the night.  Having members from very many shires ensures that there are always 
some who have blooms to exhibit.  This year they travelled from Cheshire, Derbyshire, 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, 
Oxfordshire, Herefordshire and Buckinghamshire as well as from Clywd, Denbighshire, 
Powys, Flintshire, Wrexham and Glamorgan in Wales.
 

Judging took place at 7am on Saturday and the show opened at 10am, with coaches and 
queues forming early in the sunshine.  The furthest traveller to the show this year was 
from New Zealand and to date we have already been contacted by another lady from 
Rowville, Australia who, having missed this year, is looking forward to visiting next year, 
so she will be receiving her show schedule in the spring.
 

The Archie Silvester Perpetual Trophy was presented to Mr Neil Cooper from Whixall.  
Other divisions were supported very well.  The NSPS Certificate for best exhibit was won 
by Mr John Jones of Newcastle-u-Lyme.  The Dorothy Eckford Perpetual Cup, in memory 
of Alice and Hefin Lewis, was awarded jointly to Mrs Phillippa Cooper, from Penn, (who, 
in addition to exhibiting, ensures that all our news is included in the National Sweet Pea 
Society Annual, together with the dates of our next show) and Mr Neil Cooper, a member 
and one of our regular exhibitors.  There is a great range of classes and we have a spot 
for everyone, with willing advice and help for those who exhibit for the first time.
 

The A & H (Alice & Hefin) Perpetual Challenge Cup for the 6 x 3 Display 2017 was won by 
Mrs Jessel Jones, Wem, with “Vera Lynne”.  The display to depict a TV Programme,  The 
Alice Lewis Memorial for “Countries of the World”, M is for ..? and The Hatcher Rogerson 
Perp. Trophy for 18" x 18" unusual container were won by Mrs Christine Lea, Steel Heath, 
Whitchurch.  The Harold Paddock Perpetual Prize for “A Design to depict Wem” and The 
Best Decorated Business in Wem, were both won by Kings, Wem.  The T. Smalley Cup and 
£10 for the best exhibit in the Junior classes was won by Miss Isabel Beresford, Wem.  Up 
to and including 11 years, “A Posy of Wild Flowers” was won by Johnty Godfrey, Whixall.  
“Create Something from a Milk Carton” and Up to and including 15 years, “A Collage 
depicting Nature”, were all won by Lacy Mort, Wem.  A Bowl of Sweet Peas grown by an  
exhibitor using green oasis supplied, was awarded to Miss Isabel Beresford. Children’s 
classes were sparse and we really need more entries - please!

Unfortunately, this year our Sweet Pea Society is unable to have a stall in the Town 
Hall Christmas event but we are extremely grateful to the Co-op for inviting us to have 
space in their foyer.  Please come and support us, we will have all the usual items plus 
an opportunity for you to join us - STILL only £3 annually.   
 

Our show schedules will be available in the early spring, so get sowing and get growing 
and we look forward to greeting you with a WARM WEM WELCOME.  In 2018 our 30th An-
nual Show will be on the 21st and 22nd July - usual times, usual place.
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Christmas Food and Drink Crossword
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9

10 11

12

13 14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21 22

23 24

25 26

27 28

Across
2. Also called hard sauce (6,6)
6. Popular place to eat at Christmas in Japan
8. German Christmas cake

12. A sweet mixture of dried fruits, apples, sugar,
suet and nuts

14. … des rois - French cake eaten at Epiphany
15. Belgian sweet bread in the form of the infant

Jesus
17. Cream-colour root vegetable
18. Bird in the genus Meleagris
20. Aromatic plant with silvery-grey leaves
21. French Christmas chocolate log
23. Star-shaped Italian Christmas sweet bread
24. Cake eaten in San Marino at Christmas
25. Portuguese king cake (4,3)
26. Norwegian spiced gingerbread biscuits
27. German gingerbread biscuits
28. Danish Christmas beer 

Down
1. City located on the River Senne
3. City ranked as a 'hot destination' by Wall Street

Journal
4. Portuguese cod dish
5. Number of desserts eaten in Provence at

Christmas
7. Irish band who sang 'Linger'
9. Spanish Christmas biscuits

10. Dutch alcoholic drink
11. German Christmas alcoholic drink
12. Norwegian Christmas dessert
13. Selection of sweets named after a play by J M

Barrie (7,6)
14. Character in the film 'Top Gun'
15. Main ingredient in the Italian Montebianco

dessert
16. Striped sweet decoration (5,4)
19. Polish sweet poppy seed roll
22. Drink which forms basis of a Tom and Jerry

cocktail
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STACS 

Shrewsbury Textile and 
Creative Stitch 

We meet at:
The Methodist Centre, Landsdowne Road

Bayston Hill, SY3 OHZ

Refreshments served at 7pm,
 followed by speaker

All welcome, stitchers and non-stitchers alike! 
£2 Members £5 non-members

Our winter programme:
Tuesday 5th December

Christmas Party
Tuesday 2nd January

Sue Simper - Embroidered Textiles from 
around the World

Tuesday 6th February
Elizabeth Evans - “Fab Fabrics”

Tuesday 6th March
Stevie Walker - “Following the Thread”,  

A talk about Stevie’s work and inspirations
Wednesday 7th March

Stevie Walker Workshop - Hand stitched 
mark-making 

WEM LADIES PROBUS CLUB
A social group 

for social-minded people

We meet on the second Thursday of the 
month at the United Services Club, Wem.
We enjoy a lunch followed by a speaker.
For more information, please telephone

01948 667925

ROBERT HILL 
AND NOBLE 

STREET 
CHARITY

This is a local charity which was set up 
in 1695 to give relief to the poor children 
of Wem.  Over the subsequent years, the 
Trust has developed into a charity sup-
porting the organisations which work 
with children and young people and the 
elderly.

The income of the Trust is modest, and 
the Trustees have, over the years, giv-
en small grants to various organisations, 
such as the local Age Concern, the Scout-
ing organisation, North Salop Wheelers, 
Wem ADOS, children’s groups from local 
churches, youth and playgroups in the 
town.  These all provide some form of 
religious, educational and welfare bene-
fits for the children and people of Wem.  

If any organisation, or individual, wishes 
to make an application to the Trust, they 
should do so by 31st December 2017, set-
ting out what the grant would be used 
for.   Applications from organisations and 
individuals previously supported, and 
new ones, should be submitted to me.  
The Trustees usually meet at the begin-
ning of February, when all applications 
will be considered.

Rod Owens 
Chairman of the Robert Hill and Noble 

Street Charity, 
18 Summerfield Road

Wem
SY4 5BW
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Wem WI
After a break in August, apart from a lunch meeting, Wem WI met again at the begin-
ning of September, to be entertained by a talk from a member and her husband about 
their holiday in Sri Lanka.  It was interesting to see and hear about the many remote 
Buddhist temples they saw, some many centuries old and some only recently discovered.  
We soon realised that it certainly wasn’t your usual packaged holiday either, when they 
told us of an ecstatic elephant ride, a hairy trip on a tuk-tuk in the middle of the night 
in order to climb a sacred mountain to view the dawn and a seemingly impossible climb 
up to the ‘Fortress in the Sky’ at Sigiriya. 

In October we heard from Phil Revels about his fascinating research into what hap-
pened to the More children of Corvedale, who, as very young children, travelled on the 
Mayflower to America.  The circumstances of how four young children were taken from 
their parents living in Shropshire and effectively becoming slaves for the Pilgrim Fathers 
was recounted so interestingly to us, that many of the members bought his book and 
couldn’t wait to find out more!   In this month several members also went to the WI 
Group autumn social at Cockshutt where the ‘Wordybirdies’, kept them amused with 
their poems and sketches.

At our November meeting we were taught how to make attractive paper roses whilst in 
December we will get together for our Christmas lunch.   In the new year, we start with 
a Social Evening with a fish and chip supper.

We meet at The Senior Club, Chapel Street, Wem at 7.30pm and would be so pleased 
to welcome any prospective members or visitors to any meeting.  For further details 
contact Alyson Owens 01939 232140 or Kath Shaw 01948 258091. 

Wem Jubilee Band  
40th Anniversary Concert

Having attended the above concert I would appreciate space in your much-loved Wemi-
an magazine, to compliment everyone involved, on the obvious success of the event.  
Thanks must go to Father Nick Heron for his kindness in allowing the use of the Parish 
Church and most certainly we have a duty to acknowledge the enormous contribution by 
Mr Eric Smith in his role as a most competent and professional compere.  This was a mu-
sical extravaganza and it really illustrated how, under the control of Mr Roger Thorne, 
our heartstrings could be well and truly plucked with such tasty, nostalgic morsels as 
The Floral Dance and When I’m Sixty-Four to name just two of the pieces included.

Finally, a most sincere thank you to the dedicated youngsters who demonstrated their 
undoubted talents in the Wem Training Band; after all, these are the up-and-coming 
members of the Jubilee Band and deserve every ounce of encouragement from the 
townspeople of Wem.        

Joseph Powell
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Mayor’s Column
Greetings TEAM WEM,

Since I last wrote, we have many memorable moments to look back on from the events 
of the summer:
• The 50th Holiday Bible Club in August with the theme ‘999: What’s your emergen-

cy?’.  Around 100 children each day of the week enjoyed team games on the Rec 
followed by Bible stories at the Baptist Church explored in a multimedia way, using 
songs, crafts, quizzes and other crazy, fun-filled activities.

• Another spectacular Carnival with all the fun of the fair on what proved to be one 
of the best weather days for years.  The two parades wound their way along the 
2-mile route lined with cheering, smiling Wemians, their visiting families and other 
visitors, both old and new.  To experience the goodwill of so many from the position 
of being in the procession, as my wife and I were honoured to be, is truly a wonder-
ful memory.  Thank you, Wem – you did yourselves proud!

• The Wem Jubilee Band’s 40th Anniversary Concert at St Peter & St Paul’s Parish 
Church, conducted by Musical Director Roger Thorne and compered by Radio Shrop-
shire’s Eric Smith.  This was a great milestone celebrated in a carefully put-together 
programme, demonstrating the history of the Band’s development and showcasing 
its skills and talents, including those of the Training Band who promise well in se-
curing its future.  Thank you to all involved, working so hard to represent our town 
in such a positive way.

• And the very successful Harvest Market put on by Wem Combine 
Harvesters, the 8th since its inception.  This well-publicised mar-
ket seems to grow in strength from year to year and there is much 
of interest to see, sample and buy.  Several food stalls sold most 
of their stock, and one sold completely out! The colourful wel-
come given on the street from ‘John Bull’ and ‘Miss Wales’ just 
added to the conviviality and pleasure of this market.  And all this 
despite the traffic flow complications of gas work replacements 
around the level crossing area!

Much of the success of these three ‘town events’ is due to the hard work of the small 
team of volunteers who put in many hours in planning, and then in executing the plans, 
often at some cost to themselves and their families.  This level of commitment is what 
ensures the success of the venture.  I should like to thank them using these pages on 
your behalf, and let them know that their efforts are really valued.  If you would like 
to join them and so share ‘the load’ in some small way, I know you would be warmly 
welcomed.  Please do consider doing this, if you are at all interested, by contacting the 
appropriate group/committee.

Looking forward, as I write, the annual Civic Service, Bonfire Night and Fireworks, and 
the Christmas Festival are all coming up, but let me focus here on a current need:

Wem Swimming and Lifestyle Centre (WSLC)
The WSLC Board is working hard to help secure the future of this wonderful community 
asset.  The WSLC is now set up as a charitable company.  The Town Council, at no little
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expense, has helped WSLC to replace its boilers, filters and dosing units, upgrade its 
showers and repaint the centre throughout.  Now, as the next improvement phase, it  
has drawn up plans and gained permission for building a bigger, better gym and to rein-
state the viewing area so that parents can watch their children learn to swim.  This will 
also facilitate more membership capacity and help them put together packages linked 
to medical-related health referrals, sports coaching and the like.  Most of the money 
for this phase of improvements has been raised (over 75%) but, at time of writing, some 
£35,000 is still needed.  The three key means of raising this sum are:
• Yellow collecting boxes around town for people to put in loose change.
• A Community Share Issue (basically a means of giving interest-free loans, minimum    

amount £50) was launched over Carnival weekend and there are posters, leaflets 
and information packs available explaining how to support the ‘pool/gym’ in this 
way.

• Charities and businesses are being approached for grants using a fully-costed 
business plan that has been drawn up.

I know that building this extension will mean WSLC is better placed to generate its own 
income in the future, enabling it to further enhance its ‘offer’ for the town by building 
an exercise studio, developing an alternative energy source to oil, further improving/
expanding its changing facilities, etc.

To this end, I have decided that one of my key mayoral charities for this civic year is 
the WSLC, assisting it to raise the needed sum through some charitable events in the 
town.  I am asking all who read The Wemian to consider also getting involved in helping 
raise the remaining funding for this ‘new build’ in the next few months.  The Commu-
nity Share application leaflets are widely available around town.  Please do seriously 
consider this as a priority. 

Finally, as you will no doubt be aware from the local press, Wem continues to face some 
very challenging issues.  We are continuing to address the highways/traffic issues as a 
Town Council and are discussing ways forward with other local councils, Wem Econom-
ic Forum and our MP, Mr Owen Paterson.  The recent Shropshire Council’s car parking 
proposals will clearly NOT help the town economically, so the Town Council has sent a 
very strongly reasoned response on behalf of the town during the ‘consultation period’.

I feel the way forward is largely going to be that we have to help ourselves, if all our 
representations fall on deaf ears.  There are a few positive signs.  I have had some very 
constructive meetings with local business people as we think over new initiatives in the 
town.  It has been encouraging to see some new shops opening, developing out of young 
businesses elsewhere in the town.  Another established shop on the High Street recently 
reported they had now seen an upturn in their business.  Our Youth Club, Army Cadet 
group and Scout/Guide groups are all growing again following the appointment of new 
leaders.  All of which shows, by seeking the best for each other as well as ourselves, 
Together Everyone Achieves More Where Everyone Matters … that’s WEM for you!

My very best wishes to you all for Christmas and all that 2018 may bring.
Edward Towers – Mayor of Wem
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Wem Town Hall o• Bookings and Information: 01939 232299 .�.Qw emKeep up to date with everything at Wern Town Hall by joining -o•· Town Hall

 our mailing list, email or postal, by calling in at Wern Town Hall QReception or emailing us at info@wemtownhall.co.uk 
BIG SCREEN EVENT CINEMA: All Big Screen Events (Except Exhibition on Screen) 
are priced at £13 Adults, £12 WTH Friends and £8.50 19yrs and under 
Berliner Philharmoniker: The New Year's Eve Concert Sunday 31 December, 4pm     
ROH Live Opera: Rigoletto (12A) Tuesday 16 January, 7.15pm 
ROH Live Opera: Rigoletto (12A) Tuesday 16 January, 7.15pm 
ROH Live Opera: Tosca (12A) Sunday 11 February, 2pm 

CINEMA: All Films are priced at £7 Adults, £6 WTH Friends and £5 19yrs and under. 
3D Films are priced at £8.50 Adults, £7.50 Friends and £6.50 for 19's and under. 
Miracle on 34th Street (1947) (U) Tuesday 12 December, 1.30pm and Thursday 14 
December, 7.30pm 
Paddington 2 (Rating TBC) Friday 15 December, 7.30pm, Saturday 16 December 2pm, 
Wednesday 20 December, 1.30pm, Thursday 21st December 5pm, Friday 22 December, 
2pm & 7 .30pm and Saturday 23 December 2pm. Relaxed Screening: Monday 18th 
December 11am, Tuesday 19th December 11am and Saturday 23 December, 11am 
Murder On The Orient Express (Rating TBC) Tuesday 19 December, 1.30pm and 
Thursday 21 December, 7.30pm 
Dementia Friendly Film Showings: Mary Poppins (U) Monday 8 January, 1.30pm 
Film Stars Don't Die In Liverpool (Rating TBC) Tuesday 9 January, 1.30pm and 
Thursday 11 January, 7.30pm 
Battle of the Sexes (Rating TBC) Tuesday 16 January, 1.30pm and Thursday 18 January, 
7.30pm 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi (12A TBC) Friday 19 January, 7.30pm, Tuesday 23 January, 
1.30pm and Thursday 25 January, 7.30pm 
Wonder (Rating TBC) Tuesday 30 January, 1.30pm and Thursday 1 February, 7.30pm 
Dementia Friendly Film Showings: South Pacific (U) Monday 5 February, 1.30pm 

Coming soon ... The Greatest Showman On Earth and The Darkest Hour 

EXHIBITIONS, THEATRE & DANCE : 
Exhibition: Sarah Hill and Sarah Evans Contrasts In Colour Thursday 2 November - 
Wednesday 20 December 
Ballroom and Sequence Dance Friday 27 January, 7.30pm & Friday 23 March, 7.30pm 
Shropshire Music Trust: Moussa Dembele Friday 16 February, 7.30pm 
Jack and the Beans Talk Saturday 17 February, 10am 
Just Us Dance Theatre: It's Between Us Friday 16 March, 7.30pm 
The Young Un's Present The Ballad of Johnny Longstaff Friday 30 March, 8pm 
Kris Drever Live In Concert Saturday 21 April, 8pm 

(Afu/1 events listing is available on www.wemtownhall.co.uk and from Wem Town Hall Reception.) 
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1st Wem Scout Group
My experience, VOLUNTEERING
I first joined 1st Wem back in the 90s as a Scout and fondly remember my time hiking, 
camping, canoeing, climbing, and taking part in many activities that helped me get to 
grips with the idea of teamwork, pushing yourself to try new things, respecting your 
fellow Scouts, and coming together to achieve things. I must admit that I haven’t given 
it much thought since then, but on reflection, I realise that it helped me prepare for 
life in the big, wide world!  My new-found sense of adventure at the time led to me 
volunteering after college in Nepal, teaching English. 

It wasn’t until moving back to Wem after many years in Bristol that my wife kindly 
pointed out to me that I should really try and do something with my evenings, get a 
hobby… (cruel to be kind springs to mind!).  Not long after this reality check, I noticed 
a post online in a Wem Facebook group recruiting Scout leaders.  I pondered on this for 
a while and then came to the conclusion that if I had got so much out of Scouting years 
ago, have a bit of time on my hands and I would like my children to benefit from having 
the same opportunities that I had, this was a no-brainer.  I contacted Jenny Hegglin, 
Scout leader and was invited to come along to see how I got on.  Realising there was 
still a need for the same commitment and effort put in by the leaders as I remember 
from when I was a Scout, and seeing the opportunities that the group gives to all of the 
youngsters, I knew I had found my ‘hobby’. 

So, after the best part of a year, I have completed some training at my own pace, helped 
to plan and execute nights and activities, attended meetings (mostly in the pub!), met 
new people (young people and leaders) and generally got stuck in.  Where else can you 
say that, in less than a year, you have been camping, built dens in the woods (Beaver 
sleepover), gone on night hikes, built a space rocket, been Nerf gun shooting, cooked a 
BBQ and had a massive water fight (both in monsoon-like conditions!).   And all of this 
by just giving up a few hours of my time a week.

SCOUTING, a brief picture
Nationally, Scouting has a membership of around half a million and in Wem it has grown 
from strength to strength over the last few years since being reformed in 2009.  The 
Group is sitting strong with around 100 young, local people enrolled and many more on 
a waiting list.  The Beavers have 36 six- to eight-year-olds split over two nights with a 
sizeable waiting list.  This term alone the activities include a district swimming gala, a 
sleepover at Jungleland, Telford, exotic animal handling and a trip to the West Midland 
Safari Park as part of their animal handling badge. 

The Cubs are also going strong with 33 eight- to ten-year-olds over two separate nights 
and are very busy with activities and fundraising. This term includes swimming and 
football competitions, climbing and a camp in Lee Brockhurst.

The Scouts’ numbers recently crept above 30 (ten- to fourteen-year-olds) and we there-
fore have needed to split the troop over two nights also, as the hut is a bit of a squeeze
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with everyone in there at once!  This term includes several space-themed activities 
including building and launching their own rockets and some practice hikes leading to 
a sponsored night hike in November; hiking several miles in darkness should test their 
map reading and navigational skills.

The Explorers are the older group, from fourteen up, and are building up from the cur-
rent six members.  With a new leader on board there are many exciting things planned 
including hikes and camps, building towards their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s award 
and a winter camp, filled with activities in January. 

So, all in all the group is thriving. The children are being given amazing opportunities 
to learn and do things that they may not get the chance to do otherwise.  All of this is 
only possible through the generosity of local people donating through our fundraising 
activities (look out for us at late night shopping, bag packing and a race night in Decem-
ber), the commitment of the children’s parents and carers (helping at events, driving 
them around to events etc) and the time and effort put in by the numerous volunteer 
leaders. 

WEM NEEDS YOU!
This is where I turn this into a shameless plea for help!  With numbers as high as ever 
and a waiting list to boot, we are always in need of extra helpers and volunteers.  The 
leaders we do have contribute hugely to the success of the group, some helping out a 
few hours here and there, others seemingly spending half of their week planning and 
running nights.  However, with numbers growing and there now being seven different 
sessions per week over the group, we are always in need of more help.  With the Scouts 
having had to split into two nights, we essentially need to double the number of leaders 
to run things successfully. 

We need more young people and adults regardless of age.  We are grateful for as much 
or as little time as you can spare.  Previous experience is useful but not necessary as 
the Scout Association offers training to ensure we keep the children safe.  Young people 
can do their D of E volunteering with us and we participate in the Lions Young Leaders 
in Service awards, both of which help on CVs or university applications.  If you are in-
terested we would love to hear from you.  If you are interested in helping as a Scout 
leader (Wednesday/Thursday 19.30-21.00) please ring Jenny Hegglin on 07734 859029/
email jennyhegglin@hotmail.com, or for other enquiries, our Group Scout Leader Tim 
on 07802 735769/email tim@tsmeuk.com.

Finally, we would like to say THANK YOU WEM!! Scouting should be available to all chil-
dren regardless of ability to pay and we want to ensure no one misses out.  We can only 
do this with help.  Wem is an incredibly generous town and hugely supportive – there is 
nowhere like it.  We are very grateful for the assistance we receive from local people, 
local charities, the local council and the masonic lodges.

Yours in Scouting
Tom Bateson

Scout Leader - 1st Wem Scout Group
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Winter in the Garden
There are still plenty of things to be doing in the garden at this time of year and 

lots of things to plant to give you colour.
December:
• If you’re thinking of planting a deciduous hedge such as beech or hawthorn then you 

can plant these bare-rooted.  These are field-grown and are lifted while dormant 
without soil on the roots. It’s a much cheaper option than pot-grown plants.

• If you haven’t already pruned your apples and pears then this can be done now.  
Only prune open-grown ones and not trained ones.

• Root cuttings can be taken from your favourite Poppies, Verbascum and Phlox now. 
Pot into an open compost and they’ll take quite quickly.

• If you have heavy clay soil then dig in lots of organic matter such as leaf mould or 
well-rotted manure. This will help to open up the clay particles. The same goes 
for light soils that freely drain, dig in as much as possible. Your plants will love 
you for it.

• If you have a holly with berries then throw some net over them to stop the birds 
pinching them; you can then use them for your Christmas decorations.

• Plant a Mahonia x media “Charity” for spikes of scented sulphur yellow flowers.
January:
• Take hardwood cuttings of your favourite Cornus, Forsythia or Weigela, in fact 

most ornamental shrubs can be propagated this way now.
• Check newly-planted trees and shrubs haven’t been loosened or lifted by wind or 

hard frost. 
• Cut back ornamental vines, ivy and virginia creeper that are encroaching on win-

dows or guttering.
• Prevent rabbit damage on newly-planted trees by putting plastic guards around 

the trunks, you’ll find these in most garden centres.
• Plant a witch hazel (hamamelis), their spidery flowers are yellow, orange or red 

and look stunning throughout the winter months.
February:
• Get your vegetable beds prepared and de-weeded. If you have a heated green-

house then you can start sowing a few varieties.
• Seed potatoes will be available now and you can start to chit the early varieties in 

a light, frost-free room.
• Prune your wisteria, cut back summer-pruned side shoots to three buds, being 

careful not to remove any flower buds.
• Any winter-flowering shrubs that have finished can be pruned now if required.
• If you have coloured-stemmed dogwoods such as Cornus alba Sibirica then these 

should be hard pruned now. This will not only help keep them in bounds but also 
improve their stem colour for next winter.  Be brave, they’ll soon grow back!

• No garden is complete without some snow drops. You can buy them “in the
      green” at this time of year, so get planting.

Happy Gardening!
Matt Hudson
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Making a change
“If you change the way you look at things, the things you look at 

change.” - Wayne Dyer 

Change, as everyone knows, is really, really hard but as I sat at my desk, looking out 
over the grey car park before me from my civil service office I came to the decision 
that this was the point where I was going to make the leap.  Fast forward 7 years, 
another life-changing situation and I find myself relocating to the beautiful Shropshire 
countryside not far from the pretty market town of Wem.  Giving up my white collar 
job in pursuit of a more creative path, producing handcrafted leather goods was the 
best decision, and moving to Shropshire has proved to be just as momentous.  My 
wife and I have settled in so well to village life, the community here is so friendly 
and welcoming, and the weather so much drier than in West 
Wales.  So change for us has been hard but definitely worth 
the work.  I have met some interesting local people here in 
Wem, one whose grandfather was a master saddler; it’s inter-
esting to think that less than 100 years ago there would have 
been at least one saddler in every village.  I often get referred 
to as part of a dying breed; at my age this is not a distinction 
I enjoy.   It will take time to establish myself in the area but 
I am up for the challenge.  I will be attending the Christmas 
Fair in Wem on the 1st December amongst many other events 
in the run-up to Christmas and look forward to getting to know 
everyone. You can follow Mark on Facebook at Sadler’s Handcrafted Leather, or email 
sadlersleather@gmail.com.

S
U
D
O
K
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Notes
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Brock - The Agricultural Contractor 

With the post-World War Two demand for more home-grown food, the intensification 
of farming gradually developed but it was the increased mechanisation and technical 
advances through the 1960s that sparked the growth. Having joined the EEC, why 
couldn’t we have stayed there as a purely economic trading block?  The generous farm 
improvement schemes of the 1970s added to and speeded up this advancement. As a 
result, farmers were finding that they needed extra help at certain times, for instance 
at harvest time, and rather than take on more full-time labour it was cost effective 
to find short-term temporary help.  Where there is a need, human enterprise, with 
the profit motive in mind of course, soon fills the gap!  The Agricultural Contractor 
was born.  This provided specialised, seasonal or other support work.  They were 
equipped with the latest and biggest machinery so that the job in hand could be done 
quickly and efficiently.  That was important for the farmer when a “weather window” 
came so that the harvesting or sowing could be done before any rain set in.  Having 
said that, when all the farmers in a locality relying on a contractor spot a weather 
window the poor old contractor cannot be everywhere at once!  That can lead to fric-
tion!  But generally speaking both farmers and contractors are very understanding; 
we have no control over the weather.  I usually joke by saying “Keep talking to God”!

Agricultural contractors traditionally evolved from farms where enterprising families 
spotted a need in the market; some remained farmers and contractors but quite a few 
dropped the farming to become solely big-scale operators.  How do they afford these huge 
tractors and machines?  Lease hire is now the norm so you need that cash flow and regular 
business to stay solvent.  Some of these machines are for seasonal use, eg the combine 
harvester, unlike the commercial road truck which is in use for long hours most days.

Going back to the 1960s our farm, like so many, had a much-reduced staff and re-
quired extra help at times.  For many years we used a local contractor from Lopping-
ton, Charles Hawkins and Sons.  This family business evolved from a simple rented 
smallholding belonging to the Dickin Estate and the founder Ernest Hawkins, by co-
incidence, had moved in 1920 from the Chippenham area to marry a local girl, Ada 
Kitley, who was in the employ of the Dickin family.  He was lucky to be alive hav-
ing survived the horrors of the World War One Battle of Passchendaele, in the news 
for its centenary recently, where torrential rain turned the area into a quagmire.  
He wrote a poem titled The Fatal Wooden Track built to enable troops, horses and 
equipment to travel over the flooded and muddy land.  Falling off it was potentially 
fatal!  Ernest found his meagre smallholding income could be supplemented by help-
ing other local farmers and so the contracting business gradually grew.  This took off 
in a much bigger way by the 1960s requiring an on-site repair unit employing skilled 
engineers who also came out to farm breakdowns.  Now it’s massive with the Hawk 
Plant Hire business and specialist drainage and training work and a commercial garage.

Another well known local Agricultural Contractor is Adrian Marsh, a farmer’s son, 
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brought up on nearby a dairy and livestock farm, but who moved away to grow his busi-
ness at Tern Hill.  And how it has grown!   A lot of medium-sized farmers, like ourselves, 
cannot manage without them.

Finally, I would like to mention one other contractor, Ridgeways of Lower Heath, Prees. 
If ever there was an example of how a family can operate successfully this family set 
the bar.  Even the staff seemed to be part of them.  Their teamwork (Together Everyone 
Achieves More) was great to see and it gave farmers a dedicated and efficient service.

Particularly in rural areas, the road traveller sometimes groans when slowed up by big 
tractors and implements or there is mud left on the road, but they are a vital service to 
the farming industry.  Home-grown food with its huge emphasis on quality and tracea-
bility is providing the raw ingredients for the UK’s largest manufacturing sector, main-
taining 70 per cent of the nation’s landscape and provides jobs for 3.8 million people.  
Let’s see the Agricultural Contractor in a new light!  They are a skilled, dedicated ser-
vice who at times put in long hours well into the night to meet tight weather-window 
deadlines and keep the farmers happy!

WEM COMBINE HARVESTERS

The 8th Wem Harvest Market was held on September 30th in the Senior Club and Town 
Hall.  This is the 16th market that Wem Combine Harvesters have now run and the gen-
eral view was that it was one of the best ever.  There was a wide range of traders sell-
ing food, drink, crafts, and plants.  The Mayor of Wem drew the raffle tickets.  Winners 
of the first three prizes were Janet Randell, Janet Hankey, and Sarah Zacharek (donat-
ed by Wem Co-op and Riverford Organic Farms).  Joan McHardy made the highest bid 
for the logs (donated by Greentree Services).

Much interest was shown in the plastic-bottle green-
house raised by Incredible Edible in Wem on their al-
lotment in Jubilee Square.  Kids also enjoyed Pebble 
Painting and Shrop Rock on Jubilee Square.  Shrewsbury 
Food Hub distributed information about Food Banks.  
Shoppers could also contribute their ideas on the Wem 
Community Mural (Wem Library).

The Harvest Market Supper was held at The Castle and enjoyed by all.  As ever, food 
and service at The Castle were great.

Wem Combine Harvesters is made up of Incredible Edible in Wem, Wem Civic Society, 
and Wem & District Garden Club.  All profits from the markets go to the groups and 
projects in Wem & Surrounds.  The group can be contacted via wemharvest@yahoo.
co.uk.
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WEM ADOS  
After our July performance of Archibald’s War nothing could have been more differ-
ent than Jon Edge’s production of the musical Disco Inferno.  It took to the stage in 
a blaze of colour, song and dance.  Choreographed by Cerys Weaver, once a member 
of the Stage Door Youth, her dancers were a delight to see as was Cerys herself in the 
part of Lady Marmalade, a truly professional performance.  The play is set in 1976 in a 
disco, where Jack tells the story of his ambition, and how he finally realises the error 
of his ways.  Lewis Southern gave his all to the part.  He danced, sang, was hard-heart-
ed, tender and carried all with him in this fast-moving story.  Joe Bloor was a true 
Frank Spencer lookalike and a joy to watch.  Meg Ellison, who was Wem’s own Marilyn 
Monroe, gave a lovely performance.  I must name all the performers, they were truly a 
talented, enthusiastic group of young people, a credit to the society and themselves; 
thank you to the aforementioned and Lucy Griffiths, Cai Pilliner, Emma Gizzi, Sean 
O’Neill, Rory Blessington, Hollie Williamson, Beth Doyle, Sophie Cartwright, Ciara Fox, 
Grace Edge, Luci Robinson, Carla Fernandez.  Lucy Griffiths doubled up as Musical Di-
rector with musicians Aaron Evans, Tom Beever, and Ciara O’Flaherty.  The usual light-
ing and sound expert Spencer Radford was joined by Owen Price and Christopher Robin 
Davies. Rosemary Fenn-Wiggin and Andy Jones were joined by Brad Chidlow, James 
Henderson and Will Edge. The team was completed by the wardrobe and make-up 
team Jenny Colclough, Pat Williams and Sarah Thomas.  It was a truly wonderful show.

Back to 2002. After the spring production of Aesop’s Fables, we took to the boards 
with Shakers, a four-handed play by John Godber and Jane Thornton.  It tells the story 
of four waitresses in a cocktail and wine bar as they try to escape the sad realities of 
life in the eighties.  The authors’ notes say they have created a play that offers excit-
ing, physical and taxing roles for the four women.  Our cast of Jane Gaffney, Jody Fox, 
Lara Smith and Nerys Colclough played their hearts out in very moving performances. 
The play was directed by John Roberts assisted by Jenny Colclough, Lights - Alan 
Brown, Sound - Julian Pritchard,  Set-dressing - Rosemary Fenn-Wiggin and our much 
loved and missed Dickie Walker was Front of House.

John Roberts followed that adult production with a Stage Door Youth production The 
Dracular Spectacular, a spooky musical by John Gardiner and Andrew Parr.  Can you 
believe that had a cast of 50 and some of the cast doubled up on parts?  I cannot list 
them all, but some of those youngsters are still around in Wem, you only have to look 
at the Co-op to see a couple of young men, and I do see young mums too!

I must finish 2002 by reminding old Wemians that it was the year that Last of the Sum-
mer Wine actress Jean Fergusson (Marina) took the role of Patron of the society. An 
article in the North Shropshire Chronicle dated 4th April 2002 tells all.  I have a copy 
if you wish to see it.

Till next time, as ever. 
Margaret  
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Wem Civic Society
Forthcoming Events:
Dec 19th 2017:  Christmas Social
Jan 16th 2018:  AGM and Members’ Forum
Feb 20th 2018:  Martin Carruthers – My Life in Oil
General Meetings start at 7.30pm in Wem Senior Club on 3rd Tues of the month unless otherwise stated.

Activities in the last quarter:
Rob McBride – Amazing Trees of Shropshire and Beyond: a fascinating and horri-
fying talk on ancient trees in the landscape. Horrifying in the account of Sheffield 
City Council’s outsourced contract on tree maintenance within its area, which has 
placed thousands of trees at risk with a contractor that sees value for money in re-
placing mature trees (helpful in dealing with air pollution) with trees more suitable 
for small gardens.
Dr Jeremy Owen:  Antarctic Antics – A Halley Base Doctor 1987 – 1989: superb 
photography and interesting and occasionally hilarious account of life at the base 
and the wildlife (they all stink, the wildlife, that is, because of the diet); the husk-
ies, well-fed but regarding anything passing within their range as a tasty snack.
Wem Harvest Market:

  

Incredible Edible raised the plastic-bottle greenhouse on their allotment in Jubilee 
Square.  The display on the Wem Community Mural was erected in Wem Library.

If you are interested in joining Wem Civic Society, (annual membership is £10 or you can come to our 
meetings as a guest for £2) or wish to help with our projects - please contact 01939 235443 or email 
wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk for further information; also try Wem Local (www.wemlocal.org.uk) or ‘Wem 
Civic’ (Facebook).

	 Servel Miller (Caribbean 
Flaava), Clare Blencowe, 
David Smith and Anu Rana 

(Indian St. Masala)

Buzzy Bee Nurseries at the 
Senior Club

Leslie G (Vermeulens), 
Sarah A with the Mayor of 
Wem, Cllr Edward Towers
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Do you like playing board games?
Wem & District U3A provides the opportunity

Amongst its 23 interest groups are five groups which offer the chance to learn and play 
various board games.  Here the leaders describe what happens:

Rummikub is a tile-based game for two to four players, combining elements of rummy 
(the card game) and mah-jong.  There are 104 number tiles in the game (valued 1-13 in 
four different colours, two sets of each) and two jokers.  Players have 14 tiles initially 
and take turns putting down tiles from their racks into sets (groups or runs) of at least 
three, drawing a tile if they cannot play.  The first player to use all their tiles scores a 
positive score based on the total of the other players’ hands, while the losers get neg-
ative scores.  An important feature of the game is that players can work with the tiles 
that have already been played.  We meet at 2.30pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
in different people’s houses, usually for about two hours.  At the moment we have two 
sets of Rummikub so can have up to eight people playing.

Chess: The Wem U3A Chess group meets on the 3rd Wednesday evening of each month 
starting at 7.30pm.  We can cater for all standards from absolute beginners to potential 
grandmasters!  For further information please contact Paul Young on 01939 291437.

Mah-Jong: Our newest interest group was formed in September for those who would 
like to enjoy a friendly game of mah-jong.  For some of us, this is bringing back memo-
ries of childhood fun within their family but we have several members completely new 
to the game.  We all enjoy the repartee and humour of trying to use Chinese terms 
such as “Chow”, “Pung” and “Kong” and trying to understand the unfamiliar rules of 
the game.  Just because you might be a beginner, it does not stop you from winning at 
your first attempt.  This is the game that is played avidly all over the Chinese-speaking 
world.  We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month in a private house in Wem.

Bridge: We meet twice a month on a Monday evening.  However, during the dark winter 
months we shall be meeting in the afternoons, not sure yet of the day, possibly Monday 
or Wednesday.  We’re a mixed bunch, but all relatively inexperienced, or with a small 
amount of knowledge of the game.  We all try to help each other.

Scrabble: The Scrabble group meets at Aston Lodge (B&B, Soulton Rd) on the 1st Wednes-
day of the month at 2pm (till about 4.30pm or so).  Anyone is welcome (although the 
people who have come regularly are keen Scrabble players).

Non-members of the University of the Third Age are welcome to come along to up to 
two meetings so that they can try things out before they join.  Contact for any of the 
above groups can be made by clicking on the group on the Wem & District U3A web-
site: https://u3asites.org.uk/wem.  Or, if you can’t find the particular group you’re 
interested in, go to the Contact page and send a general inquiry and your message will 
be passed on and responded to.  With winter upon us, what could be a better way of 
spending your time?
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CHURCHES IN WEM
Wem Methodist Church

Aston Street, Wem. 
Office: 01939 236452 Mon-Thurs 9am-1pm

Email address: wemmethodistoffice@gmail.com                                                                                        
Minister: Rev. Neil Adams - 01939 809239

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard 
at church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem. 

Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Patrick English - 01691 622283
Please see times of Mass and other activities on the noticeboard at 
church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem.

The Religious Society of Friends ‘Quakers’
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. 

T. Hobday - 01939 234082 or G. Roper - 01939 233754
www.wemquakers.org.uk

For times of Services please phone Terry Hobday or George Roper.

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church, Wem
Rector: Rev. Nick Heron - 01939 232550                                                 

Hall Bookings: Mrs Thelma Chilcott - 01939 234197
www.wemcofe.co.uk

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard 
at church or on the large noticeboard in the main car park, beside the 

map of Wem.  

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem.   

Rev. Colin Jones - 01939 235972
www.wembaptistchurch.co.uk

Please see times of Services and other activities on the noticeboard at 
church.
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SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME

ADOS Committee Meeting 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 1.30-4pm

BADMINTON TUES           Weekly                                8.00pm

BEAVERS Weekly Term Time   MON. 4.30pm - 5.30pm and 5.45pm -6.45pm

BINGO Every Wednesday 2-4pm

BOWLING CLUB Regular

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed

CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

CLIVE FRIENDLY BRIDGE CLUB TUES 2pm-4pm  & WED 7.30pm-10pm

CLIVE non-league BOWLING CLUB Phone for days and times

COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm

CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION and SNOOKER CLUB Call for information (Snooker - Weeknights, 7pm)

CUBS                      Weekly Term Time WED and THURS 5.45 pm - 7.15 pm

EXTEND EXERCISE GROUP THURS Weekly 2-3pm

FREEMASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm

GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

GOAL (Getting Older Adults on Line) TUES           Weekly                           9.30am-1.00pm

GUIDES / BROWNIES Brownies - Weekly Term Time (Fridays 5.30-7pm) 

JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

JUBILEE JUNIOR BAND MON Weekly 6 -8pm

ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12 noon

PROBUS (MEN) and PROBUS (LADIES) Ladies-2nd Thurs/Men-1st Weds of Mth 12.15 for 1pm

RNLI (WEM BRANCH)  

ROTARY CLUB MON 1st Mon - 7.00 / 3rd Mon - 12.00

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2nd Wednesday of Month 7.30pm

SCOUTS               Weekly Term Time WED and THURS 7.30pm - 9.00pm

SENIOR CLUB THURS Weekly 10-11.30am

SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm

SEVERN ARTISTS WED Term Time 7 -9pm

SWEET PEA SOCIETY As and When

TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm

THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday 2.00-4.00pm

TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5) MON Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm

WEM & DISTRICT U3A 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am

WEM LABOUR SUPPORTERS GROUP Monthly

WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED. Weekly 6.30pm

WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM

WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

YOUTH CLUB (10-14 year olds) Drop in term time Weds, 6.00-8.00 pm
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PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE

Stage Door, Aston Street Margaret Simmons 01939 232466

Wem Senior Club                                        Sarah Jones - sarahisobel@yahoo.co.uk 0777 557 805

Thomas Adams Sports Hall Andrew Dutton 07976 973480

Scout/Guide HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703

Wem Senior Club

Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) Pat Davies 01939 233918

Wem Conservative Club Louise Green 01939 236150

Wem Conservative Club Liz Broomhall 01939 232573

Wem Senior Club    Sheila Richardson (email wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443

Clive Village Hall James Dannatt 01939 236104

Behind Clive Hall,Clive. For information please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258

St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church,Wem Val Lusby 01939 200309

Conservative Club Peter Broomhall; 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Scout/Guide HQ, Bowens Field Kate Williams 01939 234481

Wem Methodist Church Hall Carole Curphey 01939 234156 

Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch Dudley Summerskill 01939 232221

Wem Senior Club. Web Page:-Wem Garden Club. Val Good 01948 840779 &  Mary Millington 01948 710328

Edinburgh House, New Street,Wem                           Phil Moyse                                  01939 233533

Guides - Weekly Term Time (Tues 6-8pm), Scout/Guide HQ, Bowens Field    Tel:Katie Carter 01939 232859

Band Room, Thomas Adams School Roger Thorne 01939 234950

Band Room, Thomas Adams School. Aimee Hawke 01939 236527 or wjbjuniors@outlook.com

1, Talbot Development,Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673

United Services Club, Leek Street  - Carole Curphey (Ladies) or Con Curphey (Men) 01939 234156

For information please phone Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779

Old Rectory Clare Harris 01691 610452

United Services Club, Leek Street Christine Saxton 07896 921612

Scout/Guides HQ Bowens Field Jenny Hegglin 07734 859029

Wem Senior Club Brian Branch 01939 235533

Wem Sports & Social Club Vera Grocott 01939 233482

Conservative Club, Noble Street, Wem Sue McLeod 01939 233790

Phone for information. Show Manager; Karen Good 01948 840293   /  Val Good 01948 840779

Wem Sports & Social Club David Hayward 01939 232418

Wem Methodist Church. Please always phone Pat Davies for information  01948 880278

Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347

Wem Town Hall Daphne Smewing 01948 840733

For more information please contact teresahewson@talktalk.net

Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem, Peter Hughes 07905 845615 // Coach: Harrison 07415 507425

Various local walks.  Anthony Eccleston 01948 841264 / G.Brown (for times) 01939 232120

Wem Senior Club Alyson Owens 01939 232140

Youth Club, Leek Street, Wem                 Contact Ian Cruise-Taylor for information 01630 684218

Societies
Societies

Societies
Societies

Societies
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EVENTS AT WEM LIBRARY
KNIT & NATTER Every Thursday at 10.30am.  Join our very popular weekly Knit & 
Natter drop-in sessions – share your love of knitting/crocheting/crafts and make new friends!  
Knitting/crocheting/craft books. Tea/coffee/biscuits available.   

READING GROUP Meeting monthly every 3rd Tuesday at 2.30pm.  Share your love of reading 
- discuss and give your opinions of the book of the month! 

BOOKSTART RHYME TIME AND STORY TIME Every Friday during term time from 2.15pm to 
2.45pm. Stories and fun rhyming activities for children under 5 years!  All welcome.

‘JAKE’S TAKE’ Regular fun-filled interactive storytelling sessions by local ‘Young Storyteller 
of the Year’ Jake ‘Trick’ Evans.  Suitable for children 5 to 11 years.  Fantastic fun for all – chil-
dren and adults alike!  £1. Please call into the library for future dates! 

CRAFT SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN Regular once-a-term themed activities/craft sessions 
suitable for children 4 to 11 years.  Previous sessions included colouring competitions; mon-
ster piñata; pom-poms; greeting cards; autumn crafts (birds); peg dolls; bookworm book-
marks; Christmas crackers; etc.  Please call into the library for future dates!  

CARD MAKING CRAFT GROUP  Join our weekly group to design and make your own greeting 
cards.  Help is on hand - also card making reference books if needed.  Tea, coffee and biscuits 
available. 10.30am. 

SCRABBLE GROUP  Do you like playing Scrabble?  Join our weekly social Scrabble Group – 
every Tuesday from 2.00pm.  Tea/coffee and biscuits available. 

SEE OUR NOTICEBOARD IN THE LIBRARY ENTRANCE FOR EXCITING NEW EVENTS!  

Do you like completing jigsaw puzzles?  Pop in to help complete our latest jigsaw puzzles in 
the library!

Assorted board games available in the library – please ask.

Plus – a large selection of books and DVDs available to borrow for all ages/interests.  Book 
sale 50p each.  Free computer/internet access for library members (£1 per 2-hour session for 
non-members).  Magazine swap box. Tea/coffee, biscuits 50p.  

Call in to see us!

Wem Library
High Street 

Wem
SY4 5AA

01939 236995
wem.library@shropshire.gov.uk 

Open: Tuesday and Thursday 10am to 5pm, Friday 2pm to 5pm 
Saturday 9.30am to 1pm
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EXCLUSIVE LEISURE MEMBERSHIP FOR 
WEMIAN READERS 

AT MERCURE SHREWSBURY ALBRIGHTON HALL HOTEL & SPA 

T his great offer is available to all Wernian readers! 

Take advantage of our preferred pricing all year long. Prices are exclusive for 
readers and include: 

Use of 10m swimming pool and jacuzzi 
Use of gym, fitness studios, sauna & steam rooms 

20% off treatments 
20% off in hotel on food and drinks 

Free monthly programme written by our PT instructors 
One personal trainer session per month with a trained instructor 

Over 21 classes included 
An experienced full-time onsite leisure, spa & fitness team 

ONLY £39.00 PER MONTH 
(Direct Debit) 

*For new members only.

To book our membership or for further details please contact our spa team on 
01939 291233 or email h6629-th1@accor.com and quote 'wem' 

Mercure 
HOTELS 

mercureshrewsbury.co.uk 

. LECLUB�COR 
Best price guarantee on mercure.com "or a Ls I ,O1N ouR GLOBAL LOYAL TY PROGRAM AT AccoR><oTeLs coM 
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BEAUTY WITHIN WELLNESS ROOM
INFRARED SAUNA ROOM

WOULD YOU LIKE:
•  less painful joints?  
•  relief from eczema and psoriasis?
•  to feel uplifted and relaxed? 
•  freedom from SAD?
You can have all these and more!

The Wellness Room is 3-person dry sauna cabin.  It uses far infrared waves which mimic the 
sunshine and heat WITHOUT harmful UV waves.  You can stay in the sauna much longer, 
which is a much more relaxing experience.  It produces far more sweating, allowing more 
toxins to leave the body.  You can even bring a book to read or listen to the radio due to the 

dry atmosphere!
30 minute sessions, booked by appointment only.

Swimwear or shorts must be worn.  Bring a towel and toiletries; it has a shower.
BOOK A COMPLIMENTARY 10-MINUTE SESSION TODAY

FEEL THE BENEFIT FOR YOURSELF
CALL ME ON 01939 236750 or TEXT 07870 626339 

EMAIL beautywithin@gmail.com 

Neil Hughes
Roofing

Slating and Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss 

Removal.

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

01939 233509 / 07813 850263
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SUE PERRY
WISHING WELL DOMESTIC CARE

AWARD WINNING HOME CARER
I am passionate about providing good quality care for the elderly.

Clients are treated like members of  my own family.

Let me and my small, friendly team help you or a member of  your family:
• Manage day to day tasks - cleaning, cooking, washing / ironing, shopping etc.

• Take you for appointments, ie doctors, dentist, hairdressers etc.

If  you are caring for a loved one, do you need a few hours’ respite care or an 
overnight sleep-in?

Companionship care for clients with dementia
References / Testimonials available upon request

PHONE : 01939 236660 / 07971 182163
EMAIL : s_perry29@yahoo.co.uk
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   PIANO, KEYBOARD & 

 MUSIC THEORY LESSONS       

• 23 years’ teaching experience.
• 100% music exam pass rate.
• Teaching 6 to 18 year olds in 
    Wem and Shawbury.
• DBS checked and references available.

Contact:
Mrs Sarah Myers BA Hons
Tel - 07815 298190.

myerssarah@hotmail.com

DARREN BOWYER 

Unit C15 Wem Industrial Estate 

Soulton Road, Wem 

 Shropshire SY4 5SD 

DEALER LEVEL EXPERTISE - DOWN TO EARTH PRICES 

01939  233153  
.com/MotorcareWem 

Servicing 

Timing Belts 

Brakes 

Tyres 

Batteries 

Suspension 

Diagnostics 

Clutches 

Auto Electrics 

Fry - Days
Wem Car Park

Open Mondays to Saturdays
11.30am - 2.00pm
4.30pm - 9.00pm

Traditional Fish & Chips
Burgers

All Food Cooked Fresh

Telephone Orders Welcome

01939 233376

Lisa Ward
By Design

At Maypole Court 
for your made to measure

Curtains, 
Roman Blinds, 

Soft Furnishings, 
Poles & Tracks

Please Call in 
01939 768030
07800 951245
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Welcome	to	‘Whitchurch	Dental	Studio’	- an	
independently-owned	private	dental	practice.		Our	

aim	is	to	provide	you	with	gentle,	high-quality	dental	
care	in	a	warm,	relaxed	and	friendly	environment.	

 

The Old Fire Station, Brownlow Street, Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, SY13 1QS 

Tel: 01948 661139 
Email: info@whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

www.whitchurchdentalstudio.com 

Still registering new patients! 

Our services include: New Patient Check-ups 
Routine Examinations 
Hygienist Services 
Fillings, Crowns, Bridges 
Implants 
Six-month Smile Orthodontics 
Tooth Whitening 
And Much More……….

If	you	would	like	more	information	or	to	book	an	
appointment,	please	call	us	on:	01948	661139	
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The children and staff welcome you to Whixall CE Primary School. We offer:

• A stimulating and creative curriculum which is enhanced by many enriching 

activities and visits.

• A team of staff who are committed to deliver the best possible education 
and pastoral care for the children.

• Children who have a fantastic attitude to learning and who care about their 
school, each other and the wider community.

• Superb facilities including a pottery room complete with kiln, a nature area 
with a pond and an authentic thatched Celtic hut, a tennis court and play 
equipment.

• A daily breakfast club from 8.00 a.m.

• A wide range of after school clubs which take place every day until

4.30 p.m., these include sports, art, film, pottery, first aid, homework, 
cookery

• Annual residential visits for Years 3 and 6

• Class music tuition in Violin and Recorder and private Guitar lessons on 

request.

• French lessons for all children in KS 2.

• Swimming lessons for all the children.

• A privately run Nursery on site. 

For further information or to arrange a visit, please contact us by:

Telephone: 01948 880330

E-mail:  admin@whixall.shropshire.sch.uk

‘A good school with outstanding features.’ Ofsted 
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J PAGE LTD 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
INSTALLATIONS

01939 220520
07973 106188

WEM BUTCHERS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

Prop. A.E. OLIVER
 

GAME MEAT 

FRESH POULTRY
DAILY LOCAL DELIVERIES

A VARIETY OF SAUSAGES 
HOME COOKED PIES

SELECTION OF BAR-B-Q MEATS 
FREEZER MEATS

ALL HOME BAKED COOKED MEATS
PHONE 232435

6 HIGH STREET, WEM

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in 
piano & theory

Qualified teacher with 25 
years’ experience

Adults & children welcome 
DBS checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189
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www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk
CALL TODAY ON 01939 23500

or 07971 924851

SELF STORAGE
at WEM BUSINESS PARK

NEW STREET, WEM
SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

• YOU HAVE YOUR OWN KEY.

• MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL TERMS.

• FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNITURE  

 HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT,  

 BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC.

• ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORAGE’ AVAILABLE.

8’, 10’ and 20’ Units available in 
the centre of Wem

PLEASE PHONE 01939 233248 
OR RING JAYNE 07581 466102 or BARRY 07860 383939

EMAIL: bhwem@live.co.uk

Robinson and Young
Robinson and Young have been supplying & delivering gas for over 30 years & 

have earned an excellent reputation for our high level of expertise and customer 
service.  Whether it be industrial gas, BBQ gas or any related accessories, 

Robinson and Young have a wide range of stock to meet your requirements.

We offer an efficient delivery service to local areas from 09:00 to 5:00 Mon - Fri!!
For more information do not hesitate to contact Craig on 01939 235300 

or 07971 924851

	

	 Industrial GAS

Robinson and Young, Shrewsbury 
Road, Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, 

SY4 5PA

www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk

CALL TODAY ON 01939 235300
or

07971 924851
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PLUMBER

FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING 
REPAIRS

AND 
EMERGENCIES 

CONTACT 
DAVE MADDEN

01948 710682
07500 223912

“SMALL JOBS DONE”
E S T 1 9 3 6

Frank Painter & Sons
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Spring Gardens, Shrewsbury
01743 362024
Incorporating

Grindalls of Wem
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Aston Street, Wem
01939 233903

4th Generation family owned
bereavement service, covering all areas

Day or Night

www.frankpainterandsons.co.uk

Funeral Plans Available
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ACCIDENT REPAIRS
M.O.T. TESTING 

SERVICING 
RESTORATION 

RECOVERY SERVICE 
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR  QUADRICYCLES

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
MOT TESTING

SERVICING
RESTORATION

RECOVERY SERVICE
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR QUADRICYCLES

julie sherry
hair stylist

hairdressing in the comfort of 
your own home

call 
07790 399071 
01939 236486
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C.R. CLEANING
CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY - OVENS

EXPERTLY CLEANED
• STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
• HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRING CLEANS)
• INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
• DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS 
• FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

DAVID NIXON: OFFICE 01948 880994 MOBILE 07980 635594

PLASTERER
10 BROOK DRIVE WEM, SY4 5HQ

01939 236486 07812 132110
Julie67@orange.net

MARK SHERRY

Open:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 5pm 

Wednesday & Saturday 9am - 1pm

Excellent  Quality 
Excellent Workmanship 

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson * 
Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422
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01939 220250 / 220131

Phillip Appleby
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner

Tel:  01952 770780
Mobile: 07531 720512 

email: phil@elitefeetbyphil.co.uk

Treatment in the comfort of 
your own home

• calluses and corns
• ingrown toenails
• fungal infections
• routine foot care
• nail trimmings
• diabetic foot care
• massage
• pain free and functional feet

Elite  Feet
by Phil

The New Maltings Cafe
Wem 

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 8am-3pm

Saturday 9am-2pm
Sunday 10am-2pm

Breakfast served all day 
Light snacks,  home-made chips, baked 

potatoes, cottage pies, chilli, fish, chips and 
peas, fresh ground coffee and much more! 

Free parking, wheelchair access, 
Plenty of seating 

Recently refurbished  
Under new management 
(formerly owner of the 

Lakeside Cafe, Merrington)
Telephone orders taken and deliveries to 

local businesses for lunch and break times 
Ring Clare on 07455 866617
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WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers & Magazines 

Home Delivery Service 
Confectionery & Drinks 

Stationery & Cards
Ice Cream & Slush

37 High Street, Wem

01939 236622

KYNASTONS OF WEM 
REPAIRS TO 

WASHING MACHINES 
DISHWASHERS 

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS 

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District 

For over 30 years 
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN 01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
 DIY REPAIRS

Guaranteed repairs, Sensible prices
 

Newton Meadows
Cottages

Wem Road, Harmer Hill, SY4 3EA

Tel: 01939 290346
newtonmeadows@hotmail.com

www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

Comfortable 4 star Accommodation
Large Parking Area

For short breaks, weekly or longer stays
Some ground floor bedrooms

Ideal for couples, families,
and less able

Email or phone Lesley and Ed Simcox
(No smoking – No pets)

Jill Brace
Editorial Services

Copy-editing & 
Proofreading

• on screen or paper
• no job too small

01939 234139
jilleditorial@gmail.com

Proofreader for The Wemian
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LES WEATHERHEAD

01948 830 443

CHIMNEY SWEEP
BRUSH & VAC
CLEAN AND 

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

It is recommended that a 
chimney in use should be swept 

at least once every twelve 
months.

emaundandsons@googlemail.com

Wem Playmates 
Nursery
From 3mnths to 5yrs  

Funding available for 2 and 3 year olds
Happy, comfortable and secure

learning environment
Qualified experienced staff

Ofsted report (May 2013) - 
“Children enjoy their time and are happy 

and settled in this friendly nursery.” 
Committee run organisation 

Call Jenny on 01939 233643

Registered charity no. 1124797 
Ofsted no. EY454398

Unit 1 Wem Business Park, Wem. 
Shropshire SY4 5JX
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Hands for Healing
In pain?

Stressed?
Depressed?

Postural problems?
Phobias or addictions?

Sporting Injuries?
Muscular problems?
Feeling below par?

Sue Rigby at Gemini
QUANTUM TOUCH

REIKI 

01939 233466 or 07531 139387

www.handsforhealing.net

Alternative 
Health

Ingrid Bariosco and Kevin Dawson both 
qualified and insured practitioners.

We offer treatments to relieve stress, anx-
iety, tension, pain and boost energy levels 

and enjoy a better quality of life.

Treatments on offer are:
Reiki, Five Element Reiki, Crystal Heal-

ing and Indian Head Massage.

We also offer one day courses in Reiki 1&2.  
Two day courses in Reiki Master and or 

Reiki Master/Teacher training.

Contact Ingrid or Kevin for details
01939 234712  

Mobile Number 07549 997430

Emails: ingridbariosco@yahoo.co.uk or 
ingridatalternativehealth@gmail.com

WEMIAN CRAFTS
BESPOKE

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE
We provide a framing service 

based in Wem, Shropshire
Frames are custom-made in our 

workshop using solid hard or 
soft wood, shaped to customers’ 

own requirements.  
No job too large or small.

Competitive Prices
Give us a call or email for a no 

obligation quotation
Telephone Kevin or Ingrid on 

01939 234712 
email: wemcrafts@gmail.com
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DELICIOUS HOME COOKED FOOD AND SUPERB SELECTION OF 
FINE WINES & ALES

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR PAULINE DEE 
REPRESENTING WEM, WEM RURAL & WHIXALL

I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A THURSDAY MORNING STARTING AT 
WEM SENIOR CLUB BEFORE VISITING WEM BAPTIST CHURCH (BOTH CHAPEL ST 

WEM) AND FINALLY WEM TOWN HALL FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please telephone 

01939 233037 or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE
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The Fruitful Deli
Delicatessen & Fresh Produce.

A Range of Cheeses.
Local Meats, Cheeses and Artisan Bread. 
Business Lunches and Outside Catering.

Tel: 01939 232682  email: the_fruitful_deli@hotmail.co.uk

17 High Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AA

Call to arrange appointment
Tel: 01939 235880  Mobile 07794 524347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

CARPET CLEANING
+ suite cleaning

CLEANED - DEODORISED - STAIN PROTECTION AND DRY
IN AROUND 30 MINUTES

+ HELP TO MOVE FURNITURE IF REQUIRED
DRY FUSION FROM VALUE VALET; YOUR LOCAL CARPET CLEANER

CALL TONY: 01939 233362
www.value-valet.co.uk
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Contact me
Tel: 01939 235651  
Mob: 07557 131031
Email: nicola.okeeffe@personaltravelagents.co.uk 
Website: nicola-okeeffe.personaltravelagents.uk.com

As your personal travel agent I will take time to get to know you and what you want from your holiday.  I am 
available at a time that is convenient for you and with the latest technology at my fingertips, you don't need 
to spend your valuable time on the high street, trawling the internet or making endless phone calls.  I can 
help you with all your travel requests, so whether it's the family holiday of a lifetime, a far-flung adventure 
or child free pure romance, I can share my experiences, knowledge and passion to make your holiday.

Your Personal Travel Agent 

NicolaO'Keeffe

40 High Street, 
Wem, 

SY4 5DG
 www.rgreaves.co.uk

01939 768070

R. GREAVES & Co
Independent Lady Funeral Director

Offering a complete service day or night.

All areas covered.

Pre-paid funeral plans & Memorials.



48

 

Pampered Souls by J and S 
Beautiful Bespoke Treatments 

 
Visit us on the High Street opposite the Wem Community Library 
 

 Hot Stone Therapy, Therapeutic Back Massage, Swedish Body Massage 

 Indian Head Massage, Reiki, Hopi Ear Candling 

 Acrylic and Gel extensions, Nail Art, Manicure, Pedicure, Gel Polish 

 Hydra collagen facial, express facial, microdermabrasion facial 

 Eyebrow Waxing, Tinting, Dolly Lift and Lash 

 Make up by John Van G 
 
We also stock MONU Skincare products. 
 

Jenny & Sarah  
 

 01939 768095 
6A High Street, Wem, Shropshire. SY4 5AA  www.PamperedSouls.co.uk 

 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 
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FOXHOLES  BOARDING 
CATTERY

A SMALL EXCLUSIVE, NEWLY BUILT

OUTDOOR CATTERY IN A GARDEN SETTING 

OPEN ALL YEAR

HEATED CHALETS 

LISTED BOARDING CATTERY

THE LAURELS FOXHOLES
WEM SHROPSHIRE 

SY4 5UJ

01939 232646
fox.cat@hotmail.co.uk 

Visitors welcome for viewing 
(between Lowe Hill & Whixall)

MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds 
DBS checked 
References

Alan Cliff: 
01939 234790
07791 212196

Home Tuition

Liz Castle MBAcC  
ACUPUNCTURIST 

 

Safe, effective treatment for a 

wide range of conditions. Liz is 

an experienced acupuncturist 

and a Member of the British 

Acupuncture Council. 

 

Clinics in Wem and Whitchurch 

 

Tel: 01948 880170 

www.lizcastle.com 

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygienists

Mrs S Singh BDS 
Mr D Singh BDS 

Dental care plans 
available
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Shropshire English Tutor
Specialist English language tuition 

by a qualified and experienced tutor. 

GCSE English (for school age and 
adult learners)

ESOL for everyday and business
Functional Skills English

Adult Literacy 

Catherine Penney
Private Tutor

Tel - 01939 290 973 / 079838 22712

Website - Shropshireenglishtutor.word-
press.com

Facebook - Shropshire English Tutor@
shropshiretuition

ALLMARK 
CAKES 

Celebration Cakes and Cupcakes for 
Every Occasion 

Contact Helen Allmark:- 
Address: 35 Somerset Way,  

Wem, SY4 5UP 
Tel: 01939 234543 or 07890 347207 
Email: helenallmark@eclipse.co.uk 

Facebook: Helen Allmark or  
Allmark Cakes 

Artisan flower grower and floral decorator

The very best of locally grown flowers 

bringing gorgeous blooms  

to your wedding, or special event.

• bouquets and buttonholes

• floral table settings

• garlands and archways

• natural funeral flowers

gilliflowerwem.wordpress.com 
gilliflowerwem@gmail.com

Mobile: 07510 372410 
Facebook: Gilliflower of Wem 

Twitter: @glyflowers
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               (Administrators of Oaths)

 
 

 ESTATE AGENCY & PROPERTY VALUATIONS 
 
 PROPERTY & LAND – LEGAL CONVEYANCING 

 
 WILL, TRUST PREPARATION & 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 
 

 LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
 

 PROBATE & WINDING-UP OF ESTATES 
 

 MATRIMONIAL & DIVORCE 
 

 GENERAL CIVIL LITIGATION 
 

 DEBT RECOVERY 

The Old Bank ● 20 High Street ● Wem ● Shropshire ● SY4 5AA
Tel 01939 232775 ● Fax 01939 236684 ● Email legal@harfitts.co.uk ● Visit www.harfitts.co.uk

Harfitts are both Solicitors and Estate 
Agents providing you with a 

comprehensive range of Legal and 
Estate Agency services. 

 
‘UNDER ONE ROOF’ 

Whether you are looking for a 
specialist Solicitor or an Estate Agent 

to help to buy, sell or rent your 
property we are here to help you when 

you need it. 
 

Clients can now, with confidence leave 
all the worrying details of a property 
transaction – from valuation to the 

final completion – in the hands of one 
professional firm. 

 
HARFITTS of Wem

SURGERY DATES 2017
Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following dates:

Saturday 27th January – 9.15am to 10.15am
Saturday 24th February– 9.15am to 10.15am
Saturday, 24th March – 9.15am to 10.15am

VENUE:  THE FIRE STATION, HIGH STREET, WEM
If you have any issues Chris can help with between Surgeries, please feel free to write to him at Dwyfor, 

37 Kynaston Drive, Wem, SY4 5DE or 
email: chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk or tel: 01743 252929

WEM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
CHRIS MELLINGS
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Lost a button? 
Hem come undone? 
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations 
and sewing requirements

Contact: 
Sue
On

01948 841076
Or 

07876 308062

DRUM 
TUITION

At your home
or my home

in Wem

ENHANCED DBS CHECK

01939 234790
07812 399276
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COUNTY 
SECURITY
24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS 
LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS 
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON: 
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

Email: tony.csltd@btinternet.com 
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

LOCKSMITH COTTAGE, TILLEY VILLAGE, SY4 5HE

WEM 
BOOKSHOP

Proprietor K. L. Jones

Customer Orders 
Book Tokens

81 High Street 
Wem 

Shropshire 
SY4 5DR

Tel. 01939 234377

Hillc
op Bank

BOARDING KENNELS
Set in the beautiful North Shropshire 

countryside we have nine purpose built 
kennels for the more pampered pooch. 

All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm 
Aston Road

Wem 
Shrewsbury 

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07762 188425



54

Join Chapel Street Dental Plan 
Only £12.88 per month

Includes:
1 Dental Examination per year 

3 Hygienist visits
Free X-rays

10% Discount on all fillings 
Holiday & Out of  Hours Insurance + More

Tel. 01939 232864 for a New Patient Info Pack
www.spadental.co.uk/wem 

wem@spadental.co.uk
16 Chapel Street, Wem, SY4 5ER

OLD RECTORY HOTEL 
AND WEDDING VENUE

Small is beautiful &
style is everything

The Old Rectory Hotel is a real haven of com-
fort and style, where individually styled rooms, 
home grown produce and friendly professional 

staff are part of the experience.

Weddings, Functions, 
Christenings and parties

New courtyard marquee  
Catering for wedding receptions up to 120
guests and casual parties up to 200 guests

For bookings, enquiries and Special offers 
Tel: 01939 233233

Lowe Hill Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5UA
Or visit www.oldrectorywem.co.uk

Fast efficient service for your Letters/ 

Reports/Assignments

A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on 

content and letters of application

Data Entry

Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600

valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk
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Fully qualified therapists delivering 
high quality treatments in tranquil and 

pleasant surroundings

Treatments include the following:
• Monday – Acupuncture (01948 880170)
• Tuesday – Chiropractic (01939 230998)
• Wednesday – Shiatsu (07900 081356)
• Thursday – Footcare (07583 264905)
• Friday – Osteopathy (07989 360004)
• Saturday - Swedish Body Massage (07879 

552795)

For all general enquiries please call 
Jenny Copley on 07583 264905

7 Maypole Court, Wem 
www.harmonycentres.com

Tai Chi Qi Gong
At

Wem Town Hall

Tuesdays 12 – 1 pm
Improve Breathing, Stamina, 

Balance, 
Posture and Concentration.

Cultivate
 your inner strength

Telephone Jean on:
01939 261299
07900 081356
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• All kinds of trees expertly 
 felled, topped and pruned
• Hedges trimmed
• All kinds of Cherry, Fruit, 
 Conifers, Silver Birch 
 Trees carefully pruned
• All rubbish removed
• N P T C Qualified
• Fully Insured
• Registered Waste Carrier
• Competitive Prices

PLEASE PHONE FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 07773 118269
Freephone : 0800 747 1975



57

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation 
Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of 
British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

Because the right car insurance for you 
starts with the right conversation with us. 
 
Call 01939 232 215 for a quote or pop in 
Insurance House, Wem Business Park, Wem 
SY4 5DZ  

OUR CAR INSURANCE 
ISN’T ON COMPARISON 
WEBSITES 
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A woman’s eye for decor and detail

Professional, considerate service.
Insured and references available. Coving etc. 

Covering Shrewsbury, Mid and North Shropshire
Free no obligation quotes Ring Sandie or Rene on

01939 768311 or Mobile: 07957 764360
 Email: picturethisfid@macace.net

Picture this...
(Female decorators)

Interior decorating
specialists

Quality Fabrics &
Haberdashery

Find us at Wem Town Hall
Market every other week

14th December
11th and 25th January
8th and 22nd February
 8th and 22nd March

www.craftnuttersupplies.co.uk
07712 763476

KERATIN REVOLUTION NANO-INTENSE   
Multi-use 3-in-1       

Keratin Straightening Treatment 

                     

Gemini 
Hair & Beauty 

All Aspects of Hairdressing 
Bridal & Prom 

PREMIUM	BONDING	SERVICES	
BLONDME	LIGHTENING	&	COLOUR	

NHS & Private 

Wig Consultancy & Styling 

01939	232186
 @	Gemini	Hair	&	Beauty	

Hand & Foot Care      
Facial & Eye Care      

Massage & Body Treatments 
Hopi Ear Candles      

Make-Up      
Male & Female Waxing     

Ear Piercing      
Spray Tanning      

Eyelash Extensions & 
Lifting Gel Nail Extensions      	

Shellac Nails      

Vertical Sun-bed

52	High	Street	Wem	
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Over 70 years of  quality service
A local, family company

BENBOW BROS
Tree Care Specialists

• Tree Surgery
• Felling
• Hedge Cutting
• Storm Damage Trees
• Care of Specimen Trees
• Stump Removal
• Year Round Site Clearance

Free Estimates
Full Insurance

Telephone: 01939 200242
Email: enquiries@benbowbrothers.co.uk

www.benbowbrothers.co.uk
Benbow Brothers (Timber) Ltd, 

The Lodge, Lee Brockhurst, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5SA

Tel: 01939 200242
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Mills Gardening 

Services


