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20 Wemsbrook Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad:01939 232723 / 07791509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available:
Creche facility in the baby unit for all
mums in need of a little ‘ME’ time.
Extended nursery hours available 7am -
7pm by arrangement
Funded only sessions for children 3 years
and over: 9-11.30 and 1.30-4.00.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery &

after school
and holiday
club, for 8 to
16’s. Based at
Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and
Newtown School

• a warm and safe
place to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm



3

EDITOR
Linda Etherington- 01939 200593

SUB EDITOR
George Highmore- 01939 234430

PUBLISHING EDITOR
Bev Howard
TREASURER

Alex Williamson
CHURCHES & SOCIETIES

Peter Turner - 01939 236683
ADVERTISING EDITOR

       Kath Thelwell - 01939 232214

thewemian@hotmail.co.uk
wemianadverts@hotmail.co.uk

THE
Please send articles by email - Drop off
small info/events at The Treacle Mine.

WINTER EDITION
DEADLINE

11/07/14 2014

WEMIAN

www.thewemian.co.uk
Visit our very own web page & read The Wemian online.

With huge thanks to Richard from www.activecomp.co.uk for hosting our site!

Disclaimer:
The articles and images available in The Wemian Magazine and associated
Facebook Page are for informational purposes only. The opinions expressed at or
through The Wemian Magazine and associated Facebook Page are the opinions
of the individual author and may not reflect the opinions of The Wemian or any
individual Wemian Volunteer. Businesses, Products, Services, Societies, Clubs,
Churches, Organisations, Meetings and Events advertised within The Wemian are
not necessarily endorsed or recommended by The Wemian.

THANKS TO OUR PRINTERS www.cheapleaflets.co.uk



4

Editorial
We have a bumper edition this summer, with news from the societies
and churches and lots of local events taking place. The Annual Art
exhibition is at the beginning of June then the Eckford Sweet Pea

show being the main attraction 19/20th July. A Veteran Vehicle Rally
will drive through the town and finish on the recreation ground on

the Sunday 20th so look out for them.

A lovely village show at Weston on 3rd August is a great place to take
the children.
Wem Swimming Centre might be a welcome venue if we have that
promised hot summer or look at the Cricket club calendar and go to
watch a local match.
The Carnival committee will be holding their annual Duck Race on
the Roden.
Then in August look out for the local exhibition and memorial
services that will be taking place to commemorate the start of The
First World War.

Most of the local events that are advertised are organised and run by
volunteers and it was lovely to be present at a recent Honorary
Townsman Award evening where Sue Holiday was presented with
the award for her years of dedication to Wem Carnival.
Congratulations Sue, well deserved.

On 10th July we will be holding our AGM (details inside) where we
hope to interest some new volunteers to keep the magazine running.
Every so many years a new injection of dedicated people are all it
takes to help with distribution and any area you might find of interest
to carry The Wemian forward. We hope to see you there.

Enjoy your summer.
Linda E.

Editor
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Wem Cricket Club
By the time this article goes to press, our Shropshire County Cricket League programme
will be well underway, having opened on April 26th, and hopefully our First XI, captained
this year by Chris Peel, will have started well and are challenging for honours.
The club is delighted that Keith Higgins our Groundsman and club stalwart has been
appointed Chairman of the Shropshire Cricket Board (SCB). This is a great honour for
Keith, and we know he will do a great job in leading the Board forward.
Every year in May, the SCB runs it’s own version of the OSCAs (Outstanding Service to
Cricket Awards) at the Whitehouse Hotel in Wellington. During this event, we received our
second Clubmark Re-Accreditation certificate, and this now hangs proudly in the Club-
house. At that event, Chloe Green was named ‘Young Volunteer of the Year’, a thoroughly
deserved honour. Her nomination read “Chloe has been a regular member of Shropshire
age-group Girls squads. She was an integral member of the Wem team which won the
inaugural County softball tournament in 2010. After that tournament she decided to take a
more active interest in the running of girl’s cricket at our club. Under the ECB vCricket
scheme she has surpassed the 100 hours of voluntary work mark by assisting with the
coaching and tournament management of our girls squads. She has also assisted with
Chance 2 Shine coaching sessions at her school, Thomas Adams in Wem, and in 2012 took
the ECB Young Leaders course. She has proved herself a great role model for our girls, and
has been an enormous help to our club coaches”
During the summer the club will continue to participate in the ‘vCricket’ scheme which
rewards junior volunteers aged 16-25, and the Shropshire Children’s University initiative.
We are also always on the lookout for new adult volunteers to help with the running of the
club.
Anyone interested in finding out more about Wem Cricket Club, can contact us by email at
wemcc@hotmail.co.uk, visiting our website www.wemcricketclub.co.uk or by phoning
the Clubhouse during opening hours on (01939) 234680.

Graham Furber (Chairman)

SELECTED WEM CC DATES FOR DIARY (2014)
June

Sun 15th Shropshire U-15s v Oxfordshire
Sun 22nd President and Sponsors day

Sun 29th Shropshire U-15z v Bedfordshire
July

Tues 8th Shropshire Over-60s v Northumberland
August

Sun 24th Wem 6-a-side day
September

Sun 7th Junior Showcase and Presentation Day

Please see local press for details of our league fixtures
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Events in the last quarter:
February 18th: Geology of Shropshire with Martin Carruthers. The speaker took members
on a fascinating journey in time and space.
March 18th: Officers reported to the meeting on ongoing discussions about ‘Traffic in Wem
High Street’.
April 15th: Wildlife & Art in Shropshire with Ben Waddams. The local natural historian and
artist with supporting cast/images of animals captivated members.

Forthcoming Events:
Tuesday May 20th: Life & History of the Drovers of North Wales with Idris Evans.
Tuesday June 17th: Tour of Loppington, Church & Village led by the Rev. David Smith.
Commences at 7pm in Loppington and finishes with food at the Dickin Arms. (Please
contact the committee if you wish to go on this trip but have not yet signed up.)
Tuesday July 15th: Industries of Old Wem & Surrounds with John Ruscoe.
Tuesday September 16th: The Wem Home Front in WWI and WWII
Saturday September 27th: Wem Harvest Market
Tuesday October 21st: The War Front and Wem in WWI

WWI commemorations: Members will be supporting the exhibition in Wem Town Hall (July
& August) and the Civic Society meetings in September and October will be devoted to the
commemoration. Further information about the area during WWI would be appreciated
particularly the impact on food and farming, for instance has anyone information about the
Bettisfield Remount (gathering of horses for the war front?)
Photographic competition: This will run during summer and autumn. The subjects are (a)
any WWI monuments relating to the people of Wem & Surrounds (can be in the UK or
abroad) and (b) events commemorating WWI in Wem & Surrounds (June – November
2014).

A society visit to the National Memorial Arboretum is planned (October).

Meetings are 7.30pm, Wem Senior Club on 3rd Tuesday of the month unless otherwise
stated.
If you are interested in becoming involved with Wem Civic Society, (annual membership is
£9 or you can come to our meetings as a guest for £2) or wish to help with our projects -
please contact 01939-235443 or e-mail wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk for further information.

FARMERS MARKET
Wem Farmer's Market traders will be, as usual, in the Jubilee Square every second

Saturday in the Month. Stalls should include all Meats and meat products, Ready made
meals, Bread, Honey, Cakes and Pastries, Produce and Preserves, Free range Eggs,
Perennial Plants,  Shrubs &,  Wem Sweet Pea Society China Gifts, Cards & Seeds.

Pay us a visit and where you will find Fresh, Local Produce at Value for Money prices.

 To book a Stall or for further info.   Ring Rhona on 01743 367407.
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THE WEMIAN PHOTO
COMPETION 2013 - 14

There are 2 categories to enter.
1. A photograph of some one holding a copy of The Wemian in a

recognisable view from the furthest place from Wem.
2.  A photograph of a recognisable personality, famous person,

holding a copy of The Wemian

The Wemian Editorial Team will choose from each quarter’s entries a selection of
photographs to go forward towards the final selection.  The last day for entries will
be Monday 30th June 2014. Only chosen quarterly finalists will receive
acknowledgement The Wemian will retain the right to publish any photo we receive
and intend to use the chosen finalists photo’s to make a photographic montage
cover for our future magazine. The chosen quarterly photos will also appear on our
web page. We need your photograph category submitted, with date and place
taken and your contact details. In submitting your photograph you give The
Wemian complete rights to publishing them in The Wemian Magazine and related
Web pages. Submitted photographs will not be returned.Submit your photographs
to thewemian@hotmail.co.uk or Or post to The Wemian, Care of Wem Townhall,
High Street, Wem. SY4 5DG, Shropshire. The Judges decision will be final.

Linda Etherington,The Wemian Editor.

PRIZES!

We have had some fantastic entries already, and to see what you’re
up against you should visit: www.thewemian.co.uk

One lucky winner in each category will win a flight from Sleap
Airfield over Wem and surrounds!!

Winner to be announced at
the Wemian AGM!
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IMPRESSIONS OF WEM
After reading the letter/email from June Lewis in the Wemian spring edition, telling us how she started
The Wemian community magazine, taking the name Wemian from the old Grammar school. Ken
Johnstone contacted us and showed me an original edition from the 1950’s of the old Adams Boys
Grammar School magazine, The Wemian.
Ken wanted to draw my attention to an article written by a new master at the school who was called
Mr J.D.Dann.
The contribution tells of his first impressions of visiting and living in Wem.
I read the article and recognised the same attributes, warmth of the people and diversity of facilities
that we felt and appreciated when we came to settle in Wem over 23 years ago.
Here are some extracts from the article Mr Dann wrote in the 1950’s.

 - - - - -
……..  I liked Wem a soon as I arrived there. The sun was shining as the people went about their
business in a delightfully carefree manner. They shopped and chatted as though time ceased to exist.
No one rushed…why should they? How different from city life “with it’s sick hurry it’s divided aims”.
Here, I thought, was one of the old peaceful villages of England, those villages I had read about in
books, whose beauty and peace have been so frequently conveyed to the city dweller by well-chosen
pictures in ‘Country Life’ books. My silent soliloquy on first setting foot in Wem had to be curtailed so
that I could ask to be directed to the Grammar School. I asked the first person who came my way and
received lucid directions in a pleasant Shropshire accent.
The school like Wem it’s self has its roots in history. Not even a new coat of paint could hide a
tradition built up over 300 years. ………….
I soon discovered that the people of Wem are not “perpetually harnessed to the plough” but    instead
enjoy a wide selection of leisure activities and they lack few of the facilities which are frequently
considered to be the sole prerogatives of city folk. Wem has every thing from a football club and a
crown bowling green to a Women’s Institute and an Amateur Dramatic Society. Neither is there a lack
of Public Houses; indeed this town seems to have its fair share of them. I do not know whether to
attribute this to the Brewing Industry and the fame of Wem Ales or to a local weakness for the
‘fellowship of wine.’ No one need ever be bored in Wem.
My impression of Wem would not be complete if I were to omit references to its religious life. Just as
this market town is able to offer good social and educational amenities so it is able to offer the
newcomer no less than five churches of different denominations: the old Parish Church, the
Congregational Chapel, that can claim to being the first Dissenting Chapel in Wem, the Methodist
Chapel opposite the Apostolic Church in Aston Street and the Baptist Chapel whose people so
readily gave me ‘fellowship and hospitality. Many people imagine that such diversity of forms of
worship in so small an area would lead inevitably to disunity. This however is far from the truth; a fact
that that was soon pressed up on me. The way in which these various churches seek to co-operate
with each other in their individual efforts in something which is far rarer in larger communities. In
particular I noticed that the Sunday schools seemed to thoroughly enjoy visiting each other’s
anniversaries. Also at the beginning of each year the churches meet together for a week of prayer.
 I mentioned earlier that I liked Wem from the moment that I arrived there and my appreciation of the
town was later enhanced by my contact with its inhabitants. I like Wem folk. They may appear a little
reserved at first but soon show a warm friendliness and a real desire to welcome a stranger into their
midst. Their strong sense of ‘togetherness’ and lively sense of humour cannot fail to impress the
visitor. New buildings and modernisation are changing the face of Wem. Yet the historical association
of the town and the character of its people are strong enough to accommodate change without  losing
the values of the past.
I began by referring to Wem as a village; later I called it a town. This was no accident of the pen, for I
was soon informed that Wem was not a mere village but a well-established market town. This news
however, did not in any way detract from my appreciation of its unhurried and peaceful life and to any
one who considers settling in Wem and feels he may seek with nostalgic feelings the sights that dazzle
– there is always Shrewsbury!

We would welcome your own ‘First Impressions’ if you have recently moved to live in Wem.
Email us thewemian@hotmail.co.uk

Editor.
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Wem Garden Club
Outing on the 27th of July 2014

A visit to the beautiful, and well-acclaimed Stockton Bury Gardens, Leominster.

This impressive four acre garden is set amongst medival buildings, with Victorian
kitchen garden, water gardens and pigeon house. The well-stocked borders contain
many rare and unusual plants, which all thrive in the rich, fertile soil. A perfect place for
Plant and Garden lovers to be inspired.

For more Information contact Mary Millington: 01948 710328

Meeting on the 21st of August 2014

Tonight we welcome Mrs J Pannett with her informative talk on Growing Hostas,
sharing her considerable knowledge and expertise, to help us improve our results at
home. Evening includes light refreshments, Raffle, Plant stall and Competition "A flower
from my garden". Starts at 7.30pm in the Senior Club, Chapel Street, Wem.

Visitors most welcome, £2 on the door.

Contact Mary Millington: 01948 710328

                                       Saturday the 13th of September 2014

,

8am-10.45am  11am-1pm

 1.30pm-4pm 20p

Classes include, Chrysanthemums, Dahlia, Floral Decoration, Pot Plants, Cookery, Wine,
plus many more. We also have fun and creative projects for children of all ages.
Whether you’re a dab hand at growing your own, a great home cook or an artistic

handcrafter, we would love for you to get involved.

Further details contact Peter or Angela: 01939 232949
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      It Changed My Life….
By John Dromgool

It’s a modest, if well maintained and a generously equipped piece of land occupying a few acres,
but for city-born and reared youngsters like those at the centre of the great Operation Pied Piper for
Liverpool evacuees at the start of World War II, Wem Recreation Ground was a wonderful haven.
A mum and her two sons and two daughters, myself included, never seemed to be that far away from an
area affectionately known then and now as “the Rec.” In contrast, their bomb-threatened Liverpool might
have been a million miles distant, which was surely a feeling the Government of the day set out to create
with its highly organised mass exodus of millions of youngsters in September 1939.

I have written of the “refugee” Dromgool family having between them no fewer than 15 different
temporary billets in their wartime stay in Wem. Well, I think it was on my third move that I really began to
appreciate what was literally on the doorstep. My fresh billet saw me join my brother in a council house in
Park Road. A hop, step and jump and I was on the Rec!

Mind you, compared with today’s facilities there, it was probably more accurate to call it “the
Wreck.” I imagine upkeep at that time was the responsibility of the Urban District Council of the day, but the
grass was long, potential open play areas were obstructed by a greater number of mature trees than exist
today and areas like the bowling green and tennis courts had yet to be developed. Oh, there was also a
stream running from the direction of Shrubbery Gardens, bisecting a large area to feed a stinking, stagnant
pit in the south-west corner. I can vouch for the aroma after falling from a so-called raft into the rubbish-
filled water and being hauled out to be dumped in the bath at my fourth billet, still only yards from the Rec!.

In truth, the pit was no more than a rubbish tip, which when filled in became the site of an Albert
Isherwood and Company wartime timber store, the track between high stacks of wood making a great
cycling circuit. Later still the fine tennis courts that are there today - or at least their forerunners - were laid
on the area. Like the bowling green in the Station Road/Aston Street corner of the ground, the courts were
immediate post-war additions to the facilities so you can see how the Rec was indeed central to so many
activities.

Of course, in those early days the Rec was fenced off with yards of chest-high cast iron railings,
which at some stage in the war were removed by Government order and shipped away for melting down
“to help the war effort.” In fact, that particular project never happened and I believe people were advised
that if they wanted their railings returned then they needed to select and collect them from a given location!
The proverbial needle in a haystack had nothing on this suggestion.

As such an open area the Rec became all things to all people. Impromptu football matches often
involved teams of upwards of 12 players and lasted hours as personnel changed because of the call of
teatime. Coats laid on the ground served as goalposts while the legitimacy of any shot was assessed by
the height of whoever was goalkeeper! In my time two grown men, brothers Bill and Fred, often found
themselves recruited in goal and Fred especially proved himself a real custodian as with strong hands and
wrists he dealt with shots from all angles. Even in one match sustaining a dislocated thumb on each hand
did not deter him!

Here, I will turn back to my late brother’s personal view of wartime in Wem and his take on
football on the Rec. He recalled how in his experience there were as many as 16-a-side and whoever was
first there with a football was hero of the hour, if not the day. He continued: “One surprise I did get was the
arrival of a girl to join in our game. She lived close to the Rec and she appeared one evening dressed in a
brand new pair of white shorts, football boots, striped shirt and stockings. She took her place on the right
wing and commenced to show some of us how the game should be played. Only slightly built, she ran
rings around the opposition, running like a hare down the wing and crossing the ball into the goalmouth
like a professional. Passers by would stop and cheer her on.”

I feel confident in the light of such glowing words how I can safely reveal that the starlet’s name
was Val Hinton, or Mrs Crosman as she is today.

Still with the Rec, fairly basic swings and other play equipment were in a rectangle backing on to
Station Road. There was a two-sided galvanised shelter and toilet facilities were also basic galvanised
constructions. I suppose the most challenging of the play equipment was a set of trapeze-style swings
hung from a big cast iron frame. When it came time for this particular equipment to be scrapped in favour
of an upgrading of the playground, the structure was offered to the Ironbridge Gorge Museum for adding to
its Victorian features. However, the offer was politely refused. The communal nature of the Rec could also
be gauged by how one Park Road family managed to use the area for grazing their billy goat. One problem
was the animal’s ability to uproot the metal stake to which it was tethered by a rope and to make
excursions in adjoining streets, its progress being marked by the clanging of the stake as it was dragged
and bounced on tarmac roads. Usually, one of pet’s owners wasn’t far behind….
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There are so many memories of the Rec’s unlikely role in the absorption and acceptance of
we evacuees into local life I may well be returning to this aspect.

Meanwhile, I ought to explain myself following The Wemian’s spring issue in which I referred
to the way in which some host families treated their evacuee “guests.”  I believe it was my reference to
the use of undiluted Jeyes Fluid on sensitive heads and other acts that might be seen as mistreatment
of evacuees. One particular reader was aghast that Wem people could act in this fashion.

In truth, such things formed isolated incidents and should not reflect on the widespread
friendliness and goodwill usually shown to frightened children. Of course, there were faults on both
sides and there had to be compromises, but I can do no better than point out how the Dromgools – all
five of us – stayed put in Wem while other Liverpudlians, mainly because they could not adapt to
country life, were falling over themselves to hurry back to the city. They and we made our choices and
the fact that we stayed to be so warmly accepted and integrated is surely fitting testament to the town
and its people.
I was asked the other day, the person’s tongue in cheek, how long does it take to become a Wemian –
150 years, perhaps? I definitely think not.

To be continued
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Wem is blessed with a well managed and well used swimming pool and gym
managed until January 2015 by Teme Leisure, after which the Friends are working
towards taking over the management as a community run centre.
 The Pool currently has a membership of over 200 although anyone can use the
facility. Over 1,322 school children enjoyed swimming lessons at the pool in
March 2014. The pool is open 7 days a week and has a wide range of sessions for
you as residents to take part in. The pool staff are young and enthusiastic.
Membership is a mere £15.50 per month and as a member you can use it as often
as you like. Just once a week covers the membership fee. Brilliant value for money
and comes with a free and spacious car park!
So who are ‘The Friends of Wem Swimming and Lifestyle Centre’? We are a small
committee comprising of pool staff and members and professionals, Wem Town
and Shropshire County councillors, all passionate about the future of our town’s
swimming pool and gym complex. We set up as a group in 2011, meet monthly
and have worked closely with the ‘Friends of Wem Pool’ who previously raised the
pool’s profile when last threatened with closure. We also work closely with Wem
Town Council and Teme Leisure who have our full support to ensure that Wem
swimming pool and gym remain open after January 2015.
The Local Joint Committee has kindly given £2000 for further market research as
this is essential for funding applications. Recent market research questionnaires,
completed at the pool and local events, clarified a need for improved changing
rooms before more extensive improvements should be made. However, the
heating system is requiring urgent renewal without which there would be no pool
usage.
Local health professionals are enthusiastic with our idea of a SwimGym where
one may be referred to a qualified trainer who would design a personal
programme using both gym equipment and the pool for exercise. The main idea is
for gym and swim users be led in a fitness or personal training session which
consists of a structured fitness lesson in the gym followed by a structured fitness
session in the pool, or vice versa. This idea has already been tried and tested and
well received at the Pool by our ‘guinea pigs’.
We are in the process of setting ourselves up as an Industrial Provident Society
with Charitable Status. This enables us to offer Community Shares in our
improvements, rather like Fordhall Farm, Market Drayton, who pioneered this
form of funding. We will also be looking at conventional funding sources.
Follow us on Facebook : Friends of Wem Pool or become a Friend………………
contact Cadi Price, Membership Secretary cadiprice@hotmail.com

Thank you.
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EVENTS AT WEM LIBRARY:

KNIT & NATTER   Every Thursday at 10.30am.  Join our very popular
weekly Knit & Natter drop-in sessions – share your love of
knitting/crocheting/crafts and make new friends!  Knitting/crocheting/craft
books. Tea/coffee/biscuits available.  All welcome.

READING GROUP  Meeting monthly every 3rd Tuesday at 2.30pm in Wem
Library.  Share your love of reading - discuss and give your opinions of the
last book of the month and help to decide the next title to be read by the
group!  All welcome.

CARD MAKING CRAFT GROUP Join our monthly group to design and
make your own greeting cards. Help on hand - also card making reference
books if needed. Tea, coffee and biscuits available.  Meeting monthly
every 4th Tuesday at 10.30am.  All welcome!

BOOKSTART RHYME TIME AND STORY TIME   Regular sessions - first
Friday of every month from 2.15pm to 2.45pm. Stories and fun rhyming
activities for children under 5 years! All welcome.

‘JAKE’S TAKE’  Regular fun-filled interactive storytelling sessions by local
‘Young Storyteller of the Year’ Jake ‘Trick’ Evans.  Suitable for children 5
to 11 years.  Fantastic fun for all – children and adults alike!  Tickets £1 (all
proceeds to ‘Small Steps’ local charity).  Please call into the library for
future dates!

CRAFT SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN  Regular once-a-term themed
activities/craft sessions suitable for children 4 to 11 years.   Previous
sessions included colouring competitions; monster piñata; pom-poms;
greeting cards; autumn crafts (birds);  peg dolls; bookworm bookmarks;
Christmas crackers; etc.  Please call into the library for future dates!  All
welcome.

HOMEWORK HELP  Drop-in session every Thursday from 3.30pm –
4.30pm.  Free internet access and books available.  Suitable for all ages.

Do you like playing Scrabble or completing jigsaw puzzles?  Possible
Scrabble Group and puzzle group starting in Wem library.   Call
in/give us a call to put your name down!
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Wem Town & Wem Rural AED’s
The two new Automatic External Defibrillators (AED’s) are in place and are operational

now. Wem Town’s AED is situated on the front wall, of the Co-operative Supermarket,
beside the main door, and the Wem Rural AED is fixed on the wall of Robinson and
Young’s Garage on the edge of town. We are very grateful to the management of the
Co-op and Robinson and Young for agreeing to have the AED’s fitted on their premises ,
covering the cost of fitting and to being responsible for the electricity supply to the boxes
to prevent them from freezing.
The AED’s are life saving pieces of equipment and have to be maintained and inspected
very regularly. Replacement pads have to be fitted after each use and the batteries have
to be replaced every  3 to 4 years.  Also there has to be a phone system in place so that
the trained responders can be contacted for call out to an emergency.  All of this costs
money and we would be very grateful for any donations towards these running costs.
If you would like to become a responder or would like to make a donation, please
contact:-

Wem Town;  Anne Turner 01939 236683 or Pauline Dee 01939 233037
Wem Rural;  Len Staines 01939 234415

“Good News – At St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church where the restoration target of 140K has
been achieved in the planned timescale of three years. A huge thank you to all who have
supported us in any way.” Peter Faulknall

Wem Walking For Health
We meet every Monday (except Bank Holidays)

At 10am at Edinburgh House
Contact: Liz Evans

Telephone: 01743 255068
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My father and his twin brother left for France and the Western Front on Good Friday, March
29th 1918. Was this a good omen? By April 18th they were on the front line in the Villers
Bretanneaux area east of Amiens with the East Lancashire Regiment’s 8th Division, in the
thick of a major German offensive. The month before the East Lancs 8th had taken a severe
hammering at Passchendale.  To say the next two weeks were sheer hell would be an
understatement! How they survived was just amazing. Their Front Line duties continued with
the retreat from the Aisne and a further major German offensive at the end of May before
they returned to England on July 22nd to take an Officers Commissioning Course. Luckily the
war ended before they had completed this.
How did they survive? Physically they were very fit, being keen sportsmen, but of course as
the weeks went on the conditions became debilitating; sheer energy expended against
nutritional limitations. Wet feet and damp clothing with lice infestations that caused immense
irritation and upset sleep time were another physical challenge and this is before any
damage to the body from bullets, shrapnel and mustard gas!
Amazingly, apart from shrapnel fragments in Uncle Bill’s right shoulder, which he managed
to work out, enduring considerable pain for a week afterwards, neither of them were badly
wounded. When Bill was hit, a shell had burst very close by killing two people outright and
severely injuring several others. How lucky he was to escape death! My father’s luck held
out too and I remember him relating an incident when the division was ordered to retreat but
due to heavy fog soldiers were disoriented. He found himself on his own in a heavily wooded
area and came upon a single German carrying a rifle. Immediately my father shouted out to
him in German saying “There’s only the two of us here, let’s just go our own ways there’s no
point in us shooting at each other.” Thankfully that is what happened but it could have been
a much more tragic ending!
How did they survive mentally? Considering the horrendous conditions, again it is amazing
how well they coped. When you consider their childhood upbringing in rural Shropshire with
its wonderfully peaceful and non-violent environment, it was almost going from one extreme
to the other. However, I qualify this by saying almost because they were brought up with
Victorian standards of strictness, discipline and respect for authority but within a loving
family. There was father, mother and seven children. What stood the twins in good stead
were the Christian values instilled into them from an early age; their mother was a particularly
strong believer in such values as humility, outgoing concern for others and the faith in a life
after death. She worked tirelessly for the greater good. All this kept their mindsets in positive
mode most of the time I am sure, and gave them the mental strength to drive on through the
relentless challenges of life on the Western Front.

A testimony to my father came in the form of a reference when he was applying for his
Commission. It was written by his headmaster at Edinburgh House, Lee-on-Solent where he
schooled from 1911 to 1914. To quote “During the whole of that period his conduct was most
satisfactory. Excellent at games, he was always most industrious
in his work. Thoroughly conscientious in everything. Of this I am
sure, he would never, as an Officer, ask a man to do a thing he
would not do himself.”

My Uncle Bill’s final words in his autobiography, “On the Western
Front” were “For my part I wish to forget all that happened there.”

BROCK- WAR TWINS
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This Next…
We are a community group who meet once a month in Wem to have some fun being crafty and

creative!
Find us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/groups/Thisnextwem/    to find out more!

Some examples of our previous projects:
Origami, Chocolate Making, Body Scrubs & Facials, Floral Design, Felt Crafts, Printing,

3d Paper Pictures & Wycinanki (Polish Paper Cutting)

THE ECKFORD ANNUAL SWEET PEA SHOW.

Plans are going well for the 26th Annual Show on the 19th and 20th of July, in the
Stanier Hall with a Marquee in the grounds.
Leaflets and Schedules are now available at the Town Hall and the Library and
various shops in Wem and have been distributed to our Sponsors, Advertisers and
Members.  For anyone who would like to get involved in exhibiting there
are sections for everyone, from expert to novice, for Baskets, Bowls, Formal   vases,
Floral Art and a special section for the children from under 5's to up to 15's which
includes Pictures, Gardens on Seedtrays and Flowers.
The society is always inviting volunteers over the weekend to help for an hour with
raffle, door and car parking duties, please feel free to contact one of the committee
and you will be greatly appreciated.
Further details. Wyllis Turner or email johnandvalgood@tiscali.co.uk

Are you looking to take part in an adult education
course ?

If so, we would welcome your ideas as to what you would like to see
offered in your local community.

We can offer a broad range of activities, such as IT and Digital Photography, Arts
and Crafts, Languages and Fitness

Please forward your ideas to
Katie Edwards – k.edwards@wnsc.ac.uk
Marie Wright – m.s.wright@wnsc.ac.uk
or alternatively call us :-  01691 688083
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WEM ADOS
I really don’t know how to start this edition. My pride in this society has always
been evident to all who follow the ups (so many of these) and downs (so few of
these) How can we continue to go from strength to strength as we do? Wem has
such talent as so many of you witnessed in our latest production of “Hairspray” A
beautifully dressed, choreographed, musical, directed by Jon Edge. From the mo-
ment the curtain opened we witnessed such a happy fun filled group of young
people hell bent on entertaining young and old alike. And they most certainly did
this. The spectacular choreography was by Alisha Jayne Dance Academy, never
have I seen so many bodies flying through the air, in a very controlled way of
course, but nevertheless I found myself holding my breath. Special mentions must
go to actors Bella Wilson, David Vaughan (who is this I ask?) Lewis Maddox, Meg
Ashley, Lewis Southern, Cerys Weaver, Melina Athanassiu, who were so ably sup-
ported by the remaining cast of  Jessica  Evans, Joe Griffiths-Bloor, Cary’s Ken-
nard, Cai Pilliner, Heather Simcock, Gareth Towers, (he actually played four parts!)
Meg Ellison, Charlee Bickley, with a chorus of Connie Ward-Allen, Lucy Griffiths,
Lydia Maddox. They were in the very capable hands of the Stage Crew Rosemary
Fenn-Wiggin, Spencer Radford, Jenny Colclough, Pat Williams, Judi Fox, Naomi
Latham, Sarah Thomas, Alfie Thomas, Elliot Roberts, and Chris Davies. The band
went under the heading of Two Sam G’s and Ollie. Before the curtain opened Jon
welcomed everyone to the Premier production of “Hairspray” This is the first in
the country by an amateur society, he expressed how thrilled and proud of this he
is. He went on to say that normally we are in rehearsal for 16-18 weeks, but this
took to the boards in only 9. (I think Kerry, Jon’s wife needed a picture to remind
her who her husband was!!) It was yet another great success, so thank you all who
contributes to this first class show.

Now even more plaudits. Our Stage Door Youth Group was nominated by Kay
Ikin, our N.O.D.A. representative.  (National Operatic and Dramatic Association) in
the “Best Youth Production category 2013  in the West Midlands Region for our
production of “A Slice of Saturday Night” Several of the production and acting
team took off to Sutton Coldfield on Sunday  April 15th and……you have guessed
it….WE WON!!!!!.  How much more happiness,

joy, delight and success can I write about in one issue, so when I say PRIDE in our
society, all WEM must be congratulating themselves on our talented town.

The answer to my question is yet more good news.  The Shrewsbury Theatre
Guild has sadly disbanded. Many of our actors have shared the Guild’s produc-
tions; lots of them took place at Attingham Park, not in the open air but in the
beautiful Drawing Room, where the audience was practically part of the action. I
well remember one producer insisting no highly flavoured foods, and he checked
everyone for lettuce between our teeth.  When a charity folds the finance remain-
ing has to be donated to another, we have been so fortunate to be the benefactors,
together with a Shrewsbury Youth Group of the remaining funds.  We are sad to
think we shall no longer be part of the Shrewsbury Theatre Guild, but thank them
most sincerely for the donation to our group
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Back to 1997. After the tremendous production of “Tess of the D’Urberville’s” in March in
June we entertained the members of The Senior Club, my photographs show, sadly, how
many members are no longer with us. One of whom, my dear friend Joan Smith went on
produce in tandem with me the October/November  performance of “Habeas Corpus”
which was billed as a farcical comedy of our Permissive Society, by Alan Bennett.  The
Chronicle reporter of the time, Joan Connah wrote that although she didn’t care for the
play, rather too saucy for her liking, Joan and I were pleased with her final comment that
“she thoroughly enjoyed the evening due to the splendid performances of the cast” So
Geoff Smith, Lynne Pulford, Steve Tudor, Julie Blake, Lynne Rixon, Clive Jones, Carole and
Clive Singleton, Yvette McDaniel, Mike Eyre and John Tudor felt we had handled the rather
risqué script well! Joan and I were well supported by the talented stage crew, Rosemary
Fenn-Wiggin, Colin Simmons, Kieron Dawson, Andrew Jones, Ann Jeffery, and Derek
Tommy.  At this time we were still performing in the Stanier Hall, still awaiting the rising
from the ashes of our beloved Town Hall.

So ended another successful year, who could have envisaged, 17years later I could be writ-
ing such glowing reports, I began by saying what a wonderful society we have in our re-
markable town, so make no apologies for repeating it.

Till next time, as ever, Margaret

Thank you to everyone in Wem & Surrounds who helped us with this year’s Spring
Market, not forgetting the shoppers who braved obstacle courses. The circumstances
were trying to say the least. Particular thanks go to our councillors and Shropshire
Highways who managed to get the traffic system in Wem functional on the day of the
market, and also to Wem Co-op and other Wem traders who supported the raffle and
helped with distribution of leaflets, etc.. Many of the shoppers from the villages were
absent; clearly the reports on the easing of the traffic problems were not taken at face
value so attendance figures were down but respectable. Some new traders had been
attracted to the market including Bandeau Fleuris, Dickensian Brewery, Little Red Cake
Co., Perfectly Preserved and we look forward to seeing them at the Harvest Market on
September 27th.
The results of the Shop Window Display competition were:
Judge’s Choice: Soul Bird Gallery
Public Choice: Relate (Charity Shop)
Our thanks to Councillor Brian Williams, who gave up his time to judge the windows and
all the people who voted. A number of comments about the windows: Relate (Charity
Shop) – ‘high level of technical expertise demonstrated, great fun!’ Season’s Florist –
‘very imaginative use of Spring colours’; Severn Hospice (Charity Shop) – ‘very effective
layout and content of windows’; Soul Bird Gallery – ‘brilliant use of limited space that
draws shoppers to the windows’. Soul Bird Gallery managed maximum scores in both
technical and marketing expertise sections.

Again - our thanks to everyone from the Wem Combine Harvesters
(Wem Civic Society, Wem & District Garden Club and Wem Transition Town Initiative)
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WEM VEHICLES RALLY

SUNDAY 20TH JULY WEM RECREATION GROUND

It's now only a matter of putting the final arrangements in place for what is promising to be
Wem's biggest and best-ever 'Vehicles of Interest' Rally and Parade.

Last year we were back in our traditional time slot, the Sunday of the Sweet Pea weekend
(that’s Sunday July 20th. this year) but in a new venue, the town's Recreation Ground - known
to everyone as the 'Rec.'

We were all delighted with the extra space which meant that there was not only room for all
those interesting vehicles, but also trade stands, catering and children's entertainment.

The Air Ambulance' mascot and 'pod' will be joining us again this year, alongside displays
from West Mercia Police and the County's Fire and Rescue Service.

Hot and cold food and drinks will be available throughout the day as well as a wide range of
trade stands and entertainment for everyone, including the children.

Maintaining our tradition; all 'interesting' vehicles - whatever their age, type or means of
propulsion - are welcome to join us. Entry is free; every entrant gets a complimentary 'cuppa'
on arrival.

Handsome prizes are up for grabs, the owner of what the judges consider to be the most
interesting vehicle in the show will be awarded the 'Castle Hotel Perpetual Challenge Trophy'
- a magnificent two-pint tankard mounted on a wooden plinth, generously donated by the
'Castle' in Wem - plus a miniature of the trophy engraved with their name, plus a cash prize
of £100.00. There are two runners-up cash prize of £75.00. and £50.00., as well as our
traditional award to the entrant who travels the furthest to be with us.

Because last year’s event was so enjoyable, a lot of people have decided that, this year, they
will make a weekend of it. To encourage them we had  a chat with the nice people at the
Lower Lacon Caravan Park and they have offered a special discounted rate for ‘Vehicles of
Interest’ participants.

The high point of the day is, undoubtedly, the town centre Parade, which leads off at around
noon. It follows the traditional Wem Carnival route, but in the reverse direction. This gives us
the chance to pause outside the Stanier Hall and toot a rousing salute to our sister attraction:
the Eckford Sweet Pea Society’s Annual Show.

Once again, North Salop Wheelers will be providing a shuttle taxi service (basically free, but
donations encouraged) between the 'Rec', the train and bus stations and the Stanier Hall.

A lot more exciting things are going to happen before July 20th.  and you can keep up with
all the latest developments on our 'Wem Vehicles of Interest Show' facebook page.

Alternatively, for anything else you would like to know, give Becky at Robinson & Young a
ring on 01939 235300.

We are looking forward to seeing you on Sunday July 20th.  It is going to be an interesting
day!
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Are you looking to take part in an adult education
course ?

If so, we would welcome your ideas as to what you would like to see
offered in your local community.

We can offer a broad range of activities, such as IT and Digital Photography, Arts
and Crafts, Languages and Fitness

Please forward your ideas to
Katie Edwards – k.edwards@wnsc.ac.uk
Marie Wright – m.s.wright@wnsc.ac.uk

WESTON
Village Show 2014

Citadel Showground, Weston under Redcastle
SUNDAY 3RD AUGUST

12noon

We would like to invite you to our AGM, which is an open meeting for any one
interested in hearing how Wem’s Community Magazine is produced and
distributed.
We will also be announcing the winners of our photo competition.
If you live in and around Wem, are in an organisation that contributes, then please
come along, listen, ask and suggest, let us know what you think.
Maybe you would like to help, whatever your interest we look forward to seeing
you.

Linda Etherington Editor.
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SIZE B&W/COLOUR ORIENTATION PRICE

Quarter Page Black & White Portrait or Landscape £35.00

Half Page Black & White Portrait or Landscape £70.00

Full Page Black & White Portrait £140.00
We have the back cover & two inside covers available for full cover                  adverts, prices

are as follows:
Full Back Page Colour Portrait £180.00

Inside Cover Half Page Colour Landscape  Only £80.00

Inside Cover Full Page Colour Portrait £160.00

FOR; AUTUMN, WINTER, SPRING, SUMMER 2014/15

wemianadverts@hotmail.co.uk

WEMIAN ADVERT SPECIFICATIONS
DIMENSIONS
(WIDTH x HEIGHT)
COVER :  COLOUR ADVERTS ONLY
FULL PAGE BACK COVER:  150mm x 210mm (COLOUR ONLY)
FULL PAGE INSIDE COVER  : 130mm x 190mm (COLOUR ONLY)
HALF PAGE LANDSCAPE : 130mm x 100mm (COLOUR ONLY- LANDSCAPE ONLY)

INSIDE PAGES: BLACK & WHITE ADVERTS ONLY
FULL PAGE  INSIDE PAGES: 130mm x 190mm
HALF PAGE PORTRAIT:  65mm x 190mm
HALF PAGE LANDSCAPE : 130mm x 100mm
QUARTER PAGE PORTRAIT: 65mm x 100mm
QUARTER PAGE LANDSCAPE:  130mm x 50mm

FORMAT
a) Supplied Paper Copy-  to be scanned. Please provide copy unfolded/un creased, No staples, Mark-

ings or anything else you don’t want to actually appear on your advert.

b) In JPEG or PDF or other digital format by email to wemianadverts@hotmail.co.uk

c) In JPEG or PDF or other digital format on a disc or USB stick to Wemian team.
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SATURDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
PARADES 1.30PM & 7.45PM

The Carnival will be held on Saturday 6th of September this year.
Parades will be at 1.30 and 7.45pm and roads close half an hour
previous.
Information for Parade entries, stalls and contacts can be found on
www.wemcarnival.co.uk

contact Louise Green on 01939 236150
Sue Holliday on 01939 232547

Entry to the Carnival field will be by donations please and a free TV
raffle will be held again on entry to the field.
Programmes will be on sale at Wem Town Hall for £1 nearer the
time with information regarding the whole day’s events.

NEW CATEGORY

Kindly donated by his family this cup will be awarded annualy. It will
be free to enter but will not gain any points or prize money. Full
details can be found on the booking form on the website.

VOLUNTEERING
Any offers for marshalling, money counting, litter picking and much
needed help for money collectors (you don’t have to dress up,) will
be  most welcome.
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 If any details on this page are incorrect please contact Peter Turner 01939 236683

SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME
A.D.O.S. Committee Meeting 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 2-4pm

BEAVERS MON Weekly Term-Time 5.30-6.30pm

BINGO WED Weekly 2-4pm

BOWLING CLUB Regular

BROWNIES TUES Weely Term-Time 5.30-6.45pm

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed

CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm
CLIVE FRIENDLY BRIDGE CLUB TUES 2pm-4pm  & WED  7.30pm-10pm

CLIVE non-league BOWLING CLUB                                        Phone for days and times

COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm

CONSERVATIVE ASSOC’ Call for information

CONSERVATIVE SNOOKER CLUB Week nights 7pm

CUBS WED Weekly Term-Time 5.45-7.15pm

FLOWER CLUB 2nd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

FREE MASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm

FRIENDS OF HOPE HOUSE No Regular Meetings

GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

GUIDES TUES Weekly Term-Time 7-9pm

JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

JUBILEE TRAINING BAND FRI Weekly 6-7.15pm

ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12noon

PROBUS (LADIES) 2nd Thursday of Month 12.15 for 1pm

PROBUS (MEN) 1st Wednesday of Month 12.15 for 1pm

RAINBOWS TUES Weekly Term-Time 4.15-5.15pm

RNLI (WEM BRANCH) THUR Weekly at Wem Market

ROTARY CLUB MON Weekly, phone for times

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2ND Wednesday of Month 7.30pm

SCOUTS WED Weekly Term-Time 7.30-9pm

SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm

SWEET PEA SOCIETY As and When

TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm
THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday              2.00-4.00pm

TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5) WED Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm

TRANSITION TOWN 1st Wednesday of Month 7.30pm
UNIVERSITY of the THIRD AGE (U3A) 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am

WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED.  Weekly     6.30pm

WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM

WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

YOUTH CLUB For any information concerning days & times
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  If any details on this page are incorrect please contact Peter Turner 01939 236683

PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE
Stage Door, Aston Street Margaret Simmons 01939 232466

Wem Senior Club Susan Rogers 01939 290509

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703

Wem Senior Club

Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) P. Davies 01939 233918

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Lorraine Manley 01939 234532

Wem Conservative Club Sue Holiday 01939 232547

Wem Conservative Club Mandy Meakin 01939 234834

Wem Senior Club. Sheila Richardson (email; wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443
Clive Village Hall James Dannatt 01939 236104

Behind Clive Hall, Clive. For information please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258

Methodist Church, Aston Street, Wem Terry Hobday 01939 234082

Conservative Club.                   Peter Broomhall; 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Conservative Club                    Peter Broomhall; 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Kate Williams 01939 234481

Wem Senior Club Barbara Healey 01939 232398

Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch D.Y. Summerskill 01939 232221

Phone for any information Kicki Rouse 01939 235125

Wem Senior Club                   D. Lunt 01939 270485/M. Millington 01948 710328

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Lorraine Manley 01939 234532

Band Room, Thomas Adams School Ray Edge 01939 232001

Band Room, Thomas Adams School Ray Edge 01939 232001

1, Talbot Development, Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673

United Services Club, Leek Street Doreen Stewart 01939 235527

United Services Club, Leek Street Con Curphey 01939 234156

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Louise Manley 07929 481582

Market Stall in Wem Town Hall Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779

Hawkstone Park Hotel Sylvia Starkey 01939 236801

United Services Club, Leek Street D. Young 01939 234136

Scout/Guides HQ Bowens Field Michael Hart 07703 859512

Wem Sports & Social Club V. Grocott 01939 233482

Phone for information Val Good 01948 840779

Wem Sports & Social Club David Hayward 01939 232418
Wem Methodist Church. Please phone Pat Davies for information 01948 880278

Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347

Various. Please phone for venue William Castle 01948 880608
Scouts/Guides HQ, Bowen’s Field Alan Poole 01939 250175

Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem Peter Hughes 07905 845615

Various local walks.  E.Heath 01939 233405 / G.Brown(for times) 01939 232120

Wem Senior Club Alyson Owens 01939 232140

Contact Tish Dulson, who is the  overall youth club leader on:-      07530 322885

SO
CIETIES                         SO
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CIETIES                          SO
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Brite Start Cleaning Ltd for your home and office
From Brite Start you will receive a professional, efficient
Cleaning  Service  tailored  to  your
individual requirements. We can do weekly/fortnightly or
special  one  off  cleans  such  as  deep
cleans, end of tenancy cleans or after events. We will
leave your home or office sparkling.
We are locally based in Wem and we are not a franchise.
 All our staff are uniformed, fully
vetted and fully insured
Please take a look at the video on our website
For a free no obligation quote
Tel 01939 714002

info@britestartcleaning.co.uk
www.britestartcleaning.co.uk
Registered office
 36 Station Rd Wem Shropshire SY4 5BH
Registered No 7905353

T e l: 07 7 7 3 118 2 6 9
F re e p h o n e : 08 00 7 4 7 1 9 7 5

G . J . WA T T O N

T re e S e rv ic e s

PLEASE  PHONE FOR
FREE  ESTIMATE

•All kinds of trees expertly
felled, topped and pruned
•Hedges trimmed
•All kinds of Cherry, Fruit,
Conifers, Silver Birch
Trees  carefully pruned
•All rubbish removed
•N P T C Qualified
•Fully Insured
•Registered Waste Carrier
•Competitive Prices

SELF STORAGE on WEM
BUSINESS PARK

SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

 - YOU HAVE YOUR OWN KEY.
MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL
TERMS.
FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF
FURNITURE, HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE
EQUIPMENT.
BUSINESS STOCK ETC, etc.

ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORAGE’ AVAILABLE.
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Wem Methodist Church
Aston Street, Wem.  Office 01939 236452

  SAT  10-11.30am  Coffee Morning

  SUN  10am & 6.30pm  Worship

  TUES  9.30am to 11.30am  Toddlers Plus (Please bring and adult)

  WED  2.30pm  Women's Fellowship-Fortnightly March-Dec

  FRI  7pm  Shell Club (Children 7yrs+)

Our Lady's Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. Parish Priest Rev. Patrick English 01691 622283

 Mass Times  Sat, 5.30pm.   Sun. 9.30am.

 Polish Mass  1st&2nd Sunday of Month   6pm

 Weekday Mass  Wed. 10.30am.

Coffee Morning  Last Tuesday of Month   10am-11.30am

The Religious Society of Friends 'Quakers'
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. T. Hobday 01939 234082 // G Roper 01939 233754

  SUN   8.00pm   Worship (1st Sunday of Month)

St Peter & St Paul's Parish Church, Wem
Parish Priest: Rev C Cooke 01939 232550/Hall bookings: Mrs J Maund 01939 233485

  SUN   8am   Holy Communion
  SUN   9.45am   The Eucharist (Family Eucharist 1st Sunday of Month
  MON   4pm   Ecumenical Prayer, Everyone Welcome
  2nd TUESDAY of Month  8pm   Short Time of Quiet Medication
  SAT   10-12nn   Coffee Morning (Last Saturday in Month)
  WED   2.15pm   Mothers Union (1st Wednesday of Month)
  FRI   9.30am   Holy Communion

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem. Pastors: Revs. P Wright 01939 232938/Al Simms 01939 768164

  1st SUN  10.30am   Worship in Wem Town Hall on 1st Sunday each month
  Other
SUNDAYS

 9.30am, 11.15 am & 6.30pm.      Worship
 (On 2nd Sunday of each month 4pm instead of 6.30pm)

  WED 9.30-11am   Tiddlywinks
  THU 10-12nn   Coffee Morning
  THU  6.15-7.30pm   7upz - (Activities for Children aged 7-11 yrs)
  FRI  5.15-6.15pm   Dynamites - (Activities for Children aged 4-7yrs)
  FRI  7-9.30pm   YP - (For Young People aged 11-15 yrs
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J PAGE LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL

INSTALLATIONS

 01939 220520
07973 106188

Lisa Ward
By design

Now at Maypole Court

For your made to measure

Curtains &
Soft Furnishings
Tracks, Poles &
Haberdashery

Please Call in

01939 234095
07800 951245

www.sarahhillglass.co.uk
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Robinson & Young have been supplying & delivering gas for over 30
years & have earned an excellent reputation for our high level of

expertise & customer service. Whether it be industrial gas, BBQ gas or
any related accessories, Robinson & Young have a wide range of stock to

meet your requirements.

We Offer an efficient delivery service to local areas from 09:00 to 5:00
Mon – Fri!!

For more information do not hesitate to contact Craig on 01939 235300
or 07971924851.

Robinson and Young, Shrewsbury Road,
Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5PA

Industrial GAS

Robinson and Young, Shrewsbury Road,
Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5PA

eil France
Quality Fruit & Vegetables

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables delivered to your
door free of charge!

Contact Neil for a price list or more information:
Telephone: 01939 235531

Mobile: 07870800512
Email: neilfrance1987@hotmail.co.uk

Address: 15 Harris Croft Wem SY4 5DU
Or find us on Facebook
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www.princeselectrical.co.uk
sales@princestv.co.uk

38 High Street, Wem
01939 232845

5 High Street, Whitchurch
01948 662228

Church Street, Prees
01948 840272

Plasma, LCD & LED TVs
Aerial & satellite installations
Authorised Sky Digital dealer

Freeview & Freesat
Domestic appliance sales & delivery

Grindall’s
Of Wem

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

A BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
CONDUCTED WITH DEDICATION &

COMMITMENT BY THE ONLY IN DEPENDANT
THREE GENERATION FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN WEM

PREPAID FUNERAL PLANS
 AVAILABLE

WEM 01939 233903

40 Aston Street, Wem

“SMALL JOBS DONE”

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING
REPAIRS

AND
EMERGENCIES

CONTACT
DAVE MADDEN

01948710682
07500223912
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ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
INCLUDING FIBREGLASSING

· MOT TESTING STATION
· GARAGE SERVICES
· RECOVERY SERVICES
· COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE
· AIXAM & MICROCAR

 QUADRICYCLE DEALER
Can be driven on full or B1 Motorcycle licence

26-28 ASTON STREET, WEM
SHROPSHIRE, SY4 5AY

TEL: 01939 233243
WWW.HANMERAUTOSERVICES.CO.UK

Shropshire’s longest established dealership (over 35 years)

WE RIDE THEM, RACE THEM,
SELL THEM & SERVICE THEM

BIKES & SCOOTERS IN STOCK
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
MOT’S, REPAIRS & SPARES

WE CAN COLLECT YOUR BIKE

TEL/FAX: 01939 232223

www.tonymossmotorcycles.co.uk

56 ASTON STREET,
WEM,

SY4 5AU
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www.saloptowing.co.uk
C.R. CLEANING

CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY- OVENS
EXPERTLY CLEANED

- STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
- HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRONG CLEANS)
- INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
- DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

 DAVID NIXON :OFFICE 01948 880994

Open:
Monday Thursday Saturday 9am - 5am

Wednesday & Saturday 9am -1pm

Excellent  Quality
Excellent Workmanship

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson * Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422

www.adtcarpets.co.uk

MARK SHERRY
BUILDING SERVICES

26 BARLEYFIELDS, WEM, SY4 5LU
01939 236486 07812 132110

Julie67@orange.net
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Daryl R. Hasleham
Clock, Watch & Gun Repairs

10b HIGH STREET                                                                     34-35 HATTON GARDEN
WEM                                                                                                LONDON EC1N 8DX
SHROPSHIRE                                                                                     Tel: 020 7242 1708
SY4 5AA                                                                                            Mob: 07956 317251
Tel: 01939 235944                                                   Email:darylhasleham@hotmail.co.uk

Shropshire Ltd
Mobile Car Body Repair Specialist

Scratches, Scuffs & Scrapes
Alloy Wheel Repairs  Plastic Bumper Repairs

We can repair your car at your home or place of work
Available 7 Days a week

Very competitive prices!
For a local, professional, and reliable service

Contact us for a free estimate
Tel: 01948 841 468 Mobile: 07713 499 656

E-mail: info@back2new.co
www.back2new.co

BACK 2 NEW

01939 220250 / 220131
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WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers

Confectionary
Stationary & Cards

High Street, Wem

01939 236622

        & Five Element Reiki
What can Reiki do for you?
Reiki treatments last an hour
and the benefits are many:
Deep Relaxation
Reduce Stress and anxiety
Boost energy levels
Help relieve pain
Enjoy a better quality of life and more.

One day course in Reiki levels 1 & level 2

Two day course in Reiki Master/Teacher

Contact Ingrid Bariosco for details

Tel. 01939 234712
e-mail ingridatalternativehealth.com

Newton Meadows Cottages

Wem Road
                            Harmer Hill
                           Shrewsbury
                              SY4 3EA

                  Tel: 01939 290346

· Moving house and need
temporary accommodation?

· Having friends or family to stay
but not enough room?

· Or just wanting a break away
in one of our Self Catering cottages?

· Our comfortable fully equipped
4* cottages may be the answer

               For more details
               Visit our website, email or
               ring The Simcox Family

info@newtonmeadows.co.uk
www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

KYNASTON’S OF WEM
REPAIRS TO

WASHING MACHINES
DISHWASHERS

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District

For over 30 years
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN
01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
DIY REPAIRS

Guarenteed repairs
Sensible prices
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LES WEATHERHEAD

CHIMNEY SWEEP

BRUSH & VAC

CLEAN & EFFICIENT

TEL: 01948 830 443

It is recommended that
a chimney in use should be
swept at least once every

twelve months

TRADITIONAL WINDOW
CLEANING SERVICE

Also: Gutters, Soffits, Fascias
Conservatory Roofs & Patios

Professionally cleaned to a very
high standard

Carpet Cleaning
Domestic & Industrial Cleaning

Call Mark Fitton
01939 232644 or 07970 886442

Wem Playmates
Nursery
From 3mnths to 5yrs

Funding available for 2 and 3 year olds

Happy, comfortable and secure learning
 environment

Qualified experienced staff

Ofsted report (May 2013) -
“Children enjoy their time and are happy and

settled in this friendly nursery.”

Committee run organisation

Call Jenny on 01939 233643

Registered charity no. 1124797
Ofsted no. EY454398

Unit 1 Wem Business Park, Wem. Shropshire
SY4 5JX
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Quantum Touch promotes re-alignment
of bones and muscles without
manipulation, easing aches, pains and
migraines and promoting well-being.

Reiki promotes healing, stress
reduction and easing of aches &
pains.
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Bar Opening Times
Mon – Thu: 11am – midnight

Friday – sat: 11am – 1am
Sun:12pm – 11pm

14 HIGH STREET, WEM
www.castlehotelwem.co.uk Tel: 01939 236088

Food Served
Tues  to Sat:12 – 3pm & 6 – 9pm

Sunday & Monday 12 – 3pm

Delicious Home Cooked Food
Superb Selection of Fine Wine & Ales

United Services (Wem) Club Ltd.
29 Leek Street, Wem, SY4 5EP - Tel: 01939 232806

Private members’ club Membership fees £10.05 (ordinary)/£5.05 (Seniors, concessions)

Membership includes:
Function room and kitchen hire, rates start at £30; Sports amenities;

Regular entertainments nights
A welcoming atmosphere, many attractive facilities, competitive prices.

Join today; simply call in for an application form!
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CARPET CLEANING
CLEANED - DEODORISED - STAIN PROTECTED AND DRY

IN AROUND 30 MINUTES
+ HELP TO MOVE FURNITURE IF REQUIRED

DRY FUSION FROM VALUE VALET; YOUR LOCAL CARPET CLEANER

CALL TONY: 01939 233362
www.value-valet.co.uk

Book an appointment now!
Tel: 01939 235880 Mobile: 07794 524 347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

Chiropodist- Susan Haskey
BSc (Hons) pod, MChS, DpodM

Foot Health Practitioner- Jenny Copley
MCFHP, MAFHP, Bsc, Dip Nursing

Ellesmere: 01691 622970
Whitchurch: 07974 091984

Wem: 07583 264905

For appointments and enquiries

+ suite cleaning

The Fruitful Deli
Delicatessen & Fresh Produce.

A Range of Cheeses.
Local Meats,  Bakery & Anti Pasti Bar

Local Artisan Bread, Gluten Free Range.

Tel: 01939 232682          email:  the-fruitful-deli@hotmail.co.uk

17 High Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AA



39

TONY PAUL
 Repairs to:

WASHING MACHINES
COOKERS etc

Quality service assured

Tel:01939 231002

HOLLY
FARM

NURSERIES

Shrubs, Trees, Roses, Heathers,
Conifers, Fruit Trees & Bushes,

Bedding Plants & Hanging
Baskets.

Help & advice given freely.

Coffee Barn
Homemade Cakes Served

Mon- Sat 10-5
Sun 10-4

On A49 one mile north of Prees

01948 840630

THE CUCKOO ALE BAND
Lively danceable music, expert calling
providing an evening of pure Ceilidh

enjoyment
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Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following dates:

Surgery Dates
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A SMALL EXCLUSIVE, NEWLY BUILT
OUTDOOR CATTERY IN A GARDEN SETTING

OPEN ALL YEAR
HEATED CHALETS

LISTED BOARDING CATTERY
THE LAURELS
FOXHOLES

WEM SHROPSHIRE
SY4 5UJ

01939 232646
fox.cat@hotmail.co.uk

Visitors welcome for viewing
(between Lowe Hill & Whixall)

FOXHOLES BOARDING
CATTERY

Home Tuition

MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds
CRB checked
References

Alan Cliff: 01939 234790

We provide support to sole traders and
small businesses in Shropshire by offer-
ing the following services:

· Bookkeeping
· Accounts
· Tax Returns
· VAT returns
· Payroll
· Budgeting & Forecasting

We will agree a price up front and you can
also spread the cost by monthly payments
helping your cashflow.

To arrange a free initial consultation call
Marie on 07932680858

Company no: 08356356 registered in England
& wales
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WEM BUTCHERS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

Prop. A.E. OLIVER

GAME MEAT

FRESH POULTRY

DAILY LOCAL DELIVERIES

A VARIETY OF SAUSAGES
HOME COOKED PIES

SELECTION OF BAR-B-Q MEATS
FREEZER MEATS

ALL HOME BAKED COOKED MEATS

PHONE 232435
6 HIGH STREET, WEM

SALOP TOWING
TOWBARS SUPPLIED & FITTED

PLUS: TOWING ACCESSORIES

MOTOR HOME SECURITY
CYCLE CARRIERS

DOMESTIC TRAILERS

UNIT 2 BENBOW BUSINESS PARK
HARLESCOTT LANE SHREWSBURY

SY1 3FA

01743 467272www.saloptowing.co.uk

PROUD TO SUPPORT WEM CARNIVAL 2013
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I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A STARTING AT
BEFORE VISITING (BOTH  CHAPEL ST WEM)

AND FINALLY FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please

telephone  or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE

JR GIBSON
COUNTRYSIDE

SERVICES

National Proficiency test
Council qualified in:

Tree work & felling
Hedgelaying, Coppicing & Maintenance

Knapsack spraying of drive, pathway, lawn weed control
Field/paddock topping
Contract log splitting

Mole catching
Fencing, field gate hanging, stone walling

Tractor mounted post borer & post knocker
Well Seasoned Hardwood Logs

CALL:

 01939 220248
0777 9994613

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in
piano & theory

Qualified Teacher with over 20
years experience

Adults & Children welcome
CRB Checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189

AZ’ MARKETING GROUP
GENERAL HARDWARE GOODS

–  -
Watch Batteries Supplied & Fitted to Majority of

Brands USING QUALITY BATTERIES

azeezhakeem@hotmail.co.uk
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Lost a button?

Hem come undone?
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations and
sewing requirements

Contact:

Sue

On

01948 841076
Or

07876 308062

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

Neil Hughes
Roofing

01939 233509 / 07813850263

Slating & Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss Removal.
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COUNTY
SECURITY

24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS  UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS
 LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS
A FAMILY RAN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON:
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

E mail: tonydynolocks@btinternet.com
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

      LOCKSMITH COTTAGE TILLEY VILLAGE SY4 5HE
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Justine’s Gems
The Jewellers and Watchmakers of Wem

Clock & Watch Repairs
Jewellery Repairs & Ring Sizing
Bespoke Handmade Jewellery
Pearl Re-Stringing
Free Estimates
Valuations

Phone: 01939 235 944
10b High Street

Wem
Shropshire
SY4 5AA

The Old Rectory Hotel is a real haven of
comfort and style, where individually styled
rooms, home grown produce and friendly

professional staffs are part of the experience.

Weddings, Functions,
Christenings and Parties.

For bookings, enquiries and Special offers

Tel: 01939 233233

Lowe Hill Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5UA
Or visit www.oldrectorywem.co.uk

Small is beautiful &
style is everything

J
Only £10.00 per month

Includes
1 Dental Examination per year

3 Hygienist visits
All X-rays

35% Discount of all fillings
Holiday & Out of Hours Insurance + More

Tel. 01939 232864
www.spadental.co.uk/wem

wem@spadental.co.uk
16 Chapel Street, Wem, SY4 5ER
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Fast efficient service for your Letters/
Reports/Assignments
A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on
content and letters of application
Data Entry
Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600
valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk

PIANO, KEYBOARD,
SAXOPHONE AND

MUSIC THEORY
LESSONS.

19 years teaching experience.
100% exam pass rate.

Teaching 6 to 18 year olds in
Shawbury & Wem.

£11 per 30min one to one lesson.
CRB Checked.

References available.

WEM TRAVEL

Private Hire
Friendly Lady driver
17yrs Experience

Local Work
Shopping etc

Pre-Book

01939 233673
07971 291928

102 Lowe Hill Road Wem SY4 5UT

THE OLD POST OFFICE
25 High Street, Wem. Telephone -

Recently Refurbished Pub.
Serving locally sourced real ales,

Lagers & Spirits.

Friendly & Welcoming Staff.

Lunch Served:
Sunday Carvery 12-3pm

Weekend evening Entertainment

FUNCTION ROOM TO HIRE
PARTIES-MEETINGS-WEDDINGS-WAKES

Call in to see Noeline, Guy & Jackie.
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H
illc

op Bank

Set in the beautiful North Shropshire
countryside we have nine purpose

built kennels for the more pampered
pooch. All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm
Aston Road

Wem
Shrewsbury

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07762 188425

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygeinists

Mrs S Singh BDS
Mr D Singh BDS
Dental care plans

available

Garden & home
Maintenance

For all your gardening and home
DIY jobs

· Grass cutting
· Hedges & fencing
· Borders dug & planted
· Painting & decorating
· All home & diy jobs

Phone steve pearce on
01939 234218

WEM
BOOKSHOP

Customer Orders
Book Tokens

81 High Street
Wem

Shropshire
SY4 5DR
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Vintage Allsorts
Full house clearance service

Garages, Lofts & Sheds cleared
We buy Antiques, Vintage Collectables, Jewllery, Silver, Militaria & Furniture.

4 Drawell House, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5DZ

07812 519663 01939 235072
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R.N. Wood Solutions
TOP QUALITY, AFFORDABLE AND CUSTOM

MADE GARDEN BUILDINGS SUCH AS:
GARDEN SHEDS, SUMMER HOUSES,

 AVIARIES, CHICKEN HOUSING,
DOG + CAT HOUSING

ORDER NOW ON:
01939 235985

www.rnwoodsolutions.co.uk
Unit E4, Wem Ind. Estate, Wem

Shropshire, SY4 5SO

IAN CLIFF
Lawnmower, Chainsaw
& Garden Machinery
Sales: Service : Repairs

Inc.

Wem Tool Hire
All types of professional &

DIY tools for hire

28a ASTON STREET, WEM
Tel: 234711

iancliff-gardenmachinery@spunwebs.net
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Charleston House Cruckmoor Lane Prees Green
Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 2BS

Tel: 01948 842 120 Fax: 01948 842 121
Email: hire@hawk-group.co.uk www.hawk-group.co.uk


