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20 Wemsbrook Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available:
Creche facility in the baby unit for all
mums in need of a little ‘ME’ time.
Extended nursery hours available 7am -
7pm by arrangement
Funded only sessions for children 3 years
and over: 9-11.30 and 1.30-4.00.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery &

after school
and holiday
club, for 8 to
16’s. Based at
Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and
Newtown School

• a warm and safe
place to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm
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Editorial
Surely, by the time you are reading this copy, it will have stopped raining
and we are enjoying brighter days!
  I look forward to seeing the carpet of crocus at the side of the church as
you approach the High Street, which are followed by a lovely show of
daffodils.
A group of volunteers, ‘Wem in Bloom’, planted the bulbs on all the
approaches into Wem many years ago, so thanks to them we can enjoy
their colourful welcome to spring.
  Another enthusiastic group of volunteers are working hard to produce
the successful Wem Spring Market, which takes place in April. This event
showcases local food, drink and crafts and will be their fourth Market
attracting lots of visitors to Wem who in turn eat and shop in the town.
  The Townhall is a great asset and hub for our community; volunteers
give countless hours of their time to run it so successfully. This central
venue attracts audiences and participants of all ages to a wide variety of
events and performances and is very popular for watching the latest
National Theatre ‘Live’ or box office film. The afternoon matinees mean
you can still shop, see a film and then go on to your evening event.
  Spring is a time to think about the garden and in May The Millennium
Green Plant sale is another event organised by volunteers that attracts lots
of plant enthusiasts to our town.
 Inside you can read an extract connecting us to a Wem volunteer who
founded a Wemian Newsletter in the spring of 1976 that became ‘The
Wemian’ we know today. Thanks to June Powell and the many Wemian
volunteers that followed her, you are able to read this edition which
remains a free publication to this day.

Linda Etherington.
Editor.
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Wem Cricket Club
The clubhouse remains open on Friday nights and at weekends for any member who wishes
to pop down for a drink, and on those nights in the week when the club competes in the
Wem Darts and Dominoes League. New players skilled in these indoor games are always
welcome.

This summer we want to mount a more effective challenge for the SCCL title. As stated in
the last edition of the Wemian, the club will be hoping to recruit some senior players during
the winter to help support our youngsters and give us much needed stability in league
cricket. Anyone interested in joining the playing staff can contact the club through our
Senior Cricket Manager, Martin Peate (mob 07740 528514) or by any of the other means
outlined below.

The club is also always looking for keen volunteers of all ages to help run the club. A
number of our junior players have been trained as ECB Cricket Young Leaders, and this
links in well with the vCricket award scheme. For this, ECB has teamed up with ‘v’, a
national charity that works to improve and recognize volunteering amongst 16-25 year olds,
to create a scheme that rewards young people for making a positive contribution to the
development of grass roots cricket. The ECB recognizes such contributions with certificates
of achievement and official vCricket kit. Any voluntary role within cricket is recognized,
and the recipients can be safe in the knowledge that 73% of employers would rather employ
someone with voluntary work experience over somebody without (as concluded from recent
Reed/Timebank survey).

Our junior coaching restarts on Thursday May 1st (6:45pm) and this will be preceded by a
volunteer recruitment and junior registration morning. Any local youngster (boy or girl)
interested in cricket is invited to attend. Further details from Youth Co-ordinator Graham
Furber tel: (01939) 290649 email: graham.furber@yahoo.com

Anyone interested in finding out more about Wem Cricket Club, can contact us by email at
wemcc@hotmail.co.uk, visiting our website www.wemcricketclub.co.uk or by phoning the
Clubhouse during opening hours on (01939) 234680.

Graham Furber (Chairman)

CAR BOOT SALES IN WEM
APRIL 26TH MAY 24TH

£6.50 A PITCH

DETAILS; 01939 232963

IN AID OF MACMILLAN
NURSES

SATURDAYS 9 TIL 1pm
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Events in the last quarter:

Tuesday November 19th: 34th AGM & Members’ Forum. The topic for the forum was the perennial:
‘Heavy lorries and Wem High Street’! Discussion was lively and constructive. Allowing that “we have
been here before and no-one has listened”, the consensus was that something needs to be done but
not at the expense of aggravating the situation in the surrounding villages. The society is consulting
members who were not able to attend and will forward views to the relevant councils and members.

Tuesday December 17th: A well-attended and very enjoyable Christmas Social rounded off the year.

Tuesday January 21st 2014: Birds of Wem & Surrounds with Dr. Derek Sparkes – the many people
braving the heavy rain were rewarded with a fascinating lecture showing the wide range of birds found
within a 5-mile range of Wem. The many species inhabiting the margins of the town came as a
particular surprise.
Future Meetings:
Tuesday February 18th: Geology of Shropshire with Martin Carruthers.
Tuesday March 18th: Old Farmyards of Shropshire with Dr Nigel Baker.
Tuesday April 15th: Wildlife & Art in Shropshire with Ben Waddams.
Tuesday May 20th: Life & History of the Drovers of North Wales with Idris Evans.
Tuesday June 17th: Tour of Loppington, Church & Village led by the Rev. David Smith. Commences at
7pm in Loppington and finishes with food at the local pub.
Tuesday July 15th: Industries of Old Wem & Surrounds with John Ruscoe.

WWI commemorations: Work by members researching the War Front (WWI) and the Home Front
(WWI & WWII) in Wem and the Surrounding Villages continues. The results will support the exhibition
to be held in Wem Town Hall and the Civic Society meetings in September and October devoted to the
commemoration. We still need material to help us with these events. Please can you help us help us?

A society visit to the National Memorial Arboretum is planned (June).

Planning matters are still an important part of the society’s interests. This is a very difficult area in the
present climate and we are contributing to the work on the Wem Town Design Statement. We will also
be involved with the Wem Spring Market on April 5th in the Senior Club and Town Hall.

Meetings are 7.30pm, Wem Senior Club on 3rd Tuesday of the month unless otherwise stated.
If you are interested in becoming involved with Wem Civic Society, (annual membership is £9 or you
can come to our meetings as a guest for £2) or wish to help with our projects - please contact 01939-
235443 or e-mail wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk for further information.
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THE WEMIAN PHOTO COMPETION 2013 - 14

There are 2 categories to enter.
1. A photograph of some one holding a copy of The Wemian in a

recognisable view from the furthest place from Wem.
2.  A photograph of a recognisable personality, famous person,

holding a copy of The Wemian

The Wemian Editorial Team will choose from each quarter’s entries a selection of
photographs to go forward towards the final selection.  The last day for entries will
be Monday 30th June 2014. Only chosen quarterly finalists will receive acknowl-
edgement The Wemian will retain the right to publish any photo we receive and
intend to use the chosen finalists photo’s to make a photographic montage cover
for our future magazine. The chosen quarterly photos will also appear on our web
page. We need your photograph category submitted, with date and place taken and
your contact details. In submitting your photograph you give The Wemian complete
rights to publishing them in The Wemian Magazine and related Web pages.
Submitted photographs will not be returned.Submit your photographs to
thewemian@hotmail.co.uk or Or post to The Wemian, Care of Wem Townhall, High
Street, Wem. SY4 5DG, Shropshire. The Judges decision will be final.

Linda Etherington,The Wemian Editor.
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By John Dromgool
I am hoping that by now readers will know as much as me about Operation Pied Piper, launched at
the start of the 1939-45 second world war! It was of course the mass evacuation of an estimated two
to three million children from bomb threatened cities to the safer parts of our countryside. The mass
exodus saw two or three hundred youngsters literally foisted on the good people of Wem and my
story so far has centred on the Dromgool family of Mum, two boys and two girls and their arrival and
subsequent enforced stay in the unsuspecting town. Please read on.
            I have already briefly written of how townspeople and newcomers were understandably wary
of each other. To underline the point, can I quote the recollections of one Liverpool girl? She has
gone on record with the story: “We (evacuees) were chosen by a lady and taken to her house. We
were sent around to the back door and told to strip off all our clothing. When we  refused, our clothes
were torn off. We were then forced naked into the kitchen in front of the host’s father and husband
and pushed into a tin bath containing Dettol. After this her husband cut all our hair off until we were
bald. His excuse was that children from Liverpool brought lice, scabies and sores into the country-
side. When we were taken to school the next day we met  other children evacuated to the area – and
they were also totally bald.”
           Now, this in the experience of the Dromgool family was an extreme case and did not involve
Wem, although it resonated with us in one respect at least – the mention of a Dettol scrub down. It
was well into the war years and we lads and two girls were for the first time ogether in the same billet
(though still without Mum joining us) and it was a regular occurrence for us to have our heads
doused, not with Dettol but the stronger more searching Jeyes Fluid straight from the bottle. Never
mind your scalp. Forget to close your eyes and the burning  discomfort was doubly intense.
Ill-treatment? I don’t know. I read the other day of some research into the effects of the  evacuation
and it was written that it would be wrong to suppose that it was one long misery for those involved.
The researcher added: “Clearly it was only a minority that were ill-treated – but it did happen.”
 Anyway, our hosts must have thought the stinging Jeyes Fluid treatment was necessary – but was it?
Apparently, official records from that period suggested that the health of young refugees was not
significantly different from that of local children. Indeed, it seems that many of the local youngsters
were excluded from school for harbouring impetigo, ringworm, scabies and lice – the same nasty
conditions the evacuees were accused of transmitting!
 During the war there were regular health checks on evacuees by appointed doctors and I remember
attending clinics in the Corn Exchange that used to be an essential part of the Town Hall, or at The
Shrubbery, formerly alongside the Wem Medical Practice in New Street. The Shrubbery, long since
demolished, was also the dental centre and mention of the Dickens-like name of Mr Catchpole can
still strike fear into many hearts!
 Almost certainly, the arrival of so many evacuees put pressure not only on local health services, but
also on the education system. The latter resulted in schooling for the incomers happening with their
own Liverpool teachers headed by a kindly Mr Campbell. Classes alternated with those for local
children – that is, evacuees were taught in the mornings and Wem youngsters had their classes in the
afternoons, or vice-versa.
 My siblings being older went ahead of me in having their subsequent higher school educa-
tion at what was then the Modern School in Shrubbery Gardens – now St. Peter’s Primary School –
and in the case of one of my scholarship-winning sisters, at Whitchurch Girls’ High School.
My own earliest recollections are of a school especially for evacuees in Chapel Street/Leek Street. We
were at desks in what was then the Congregational Church’s Lecture Hall in Chapel Street, an over-
spill from the British School in Leek Street and connected to the latter by an open passageway. The
hall has since had a chequered life as a furniture centre, a vets’ surgery and, today, a private dwell-
ing while the British School before demolition used to stand on what is now a small council-
owned car park in Leek Street. Indeed, its name can still be seen engraved in the stone archway
off Chapel Street and the school was subsequently a thriving Young Men’s Club followed by a
youth club’s headquarters.
 But I get a little ahead of myself….
I have written already of how evacuees faced a rough kind of selection procedure before they
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 were billeted and how the five Dromgools notched an estimated 15 different homes between the
1939 outbreak and the later stages of World War II. Their 16th at last brought the family together
as one unit.
In my own case stays in a bungalow in Weir Lane off Aston Road and then in a council house in
Barnard Street were short-lived and were the only ones when I was with Mum. From then on life
became even more fragmented and often frightening for a lad barely seven or eight years old. I
joined brother Joe in a council house in Park Road – until, that is, a new baby arrived for our
hosts and Joe and I transferred the few yards to a neighbouring house. The beauty of both billets
was that they overlooked the Recreation Ground and it was possible to have fun and exercise
there any time we wanted, which was most days (I will go into more detail in a later article).
War, of course, was ongoing. All right, irrespective of ages, we all felt the effects of rationing and
although far from the bomb-threatened city centres Wem had to enforce the notorious blackout
with heavy curtains and specially made demountable screens at the windows. Speaking of which,
a little light relief – no pun intended! – was provided at one of our two Park Road billets when a
spot of horseplay between three growing lads (our hosts’ son, my brother and me) ended abruptly
when one of us was pushed through the black paper       construction. An urgent running repair
job was necessary, but with brown parcel paper on black there was no disguising it!
Otherwise, the war largely passed us by just as the Government intended with its evacuation
scheme, although my late brother, in his own story, revealed a close encounter – not with a UFO,
mind you, but with a bomber plane that flew low over rooftops, its distinctive German fuselage
markings clearly visible.
 My brother, out in the countryside surrounding Wem as he cycled on a meat delivery round he
had managed to obtain with a local butcher, said: ”It must have been a bomber off course because
it dropped its bombs some way away and it was the talk of the town for weeks after (In fact, this is
similar to stories I have heard from other townspeople over the years). That was the one and only
sight of the enemy we had apart from seeing prisoners of war working on local farms in later
years. Apart from that the war seemed a million miles away.”
Whatever the incident, it made me wonder what the reaction on the ground might have been,
bearing in mind that in common with other towns and cities Wem had formed a unit of the LVD –
Local Defence Volunteers. The initials were to be the basis of some rather unkind jokes such as
claiming that LDV stood for Long-Dentured Veterans, or Look, Duck and Vanish! It was no
surprise when the LDV, comprising mainly the proverbial “Butcher, Baker and the Candlestick
Maker” was officially renamed the Home Guard and that more recently it came to be affectionately
called Dad’s Army. Wem’s unit had, among others, the likes of Mr Fenn-Wiggin, a boffin sort of
figure whose daytime job was as head brewer at the award-winning Shrewsbury and Wem
Brewery. The heavily sandbagged lower Church Hall in High Street once housed a rifle firing
range and I suspect it was well used by the volunteers. Indeed, I believe Mr Fenn-Wiggin was
brilliant with firearms and often made his own and repaired others. I believe that as a result there
were some happenings worthy of a slot in the television version of Dad’s Army!
Back to the German plane incident. I never heard of any mobilisation of the Home Guard to
counter a perceived air threat, nor was the air-raid siren that used to be on the Police Station,
then in Chapel Street, sounded in anger. Thus far I have struck a rather gloomy note so may I end
this particular article in a more humorous vein.
There were strange benefits for some lucky evacuees and I smiled when I read the other day of
one lad writing home: “Dear Mum, I am learning to be a poacher. Mr X takes me out at four in the
morning. It’s great!”

I have also often been asked if evacuees, coming from a city environment, regarded the sight of
farm animals and the like as something strange. In all honesty, I didn’t, and I was certainly not
quite as naïve as one Scouse lad billeted with a farming family on Wem outskirts. Every morning
he was apparently delegated to fetch “the pigeons’ milk” and each time he dutifully climbed the
ladder to the loft to carry down containers of pale white liquid, little knowing it was only the birds’
drinking water tainted with their droppings!

                                                                              To be continued
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BOOKINGS & INFORMATION
 01939 238279

Keep up to date with everything at Wem Town Hall by joining our mailing list, email or postal, by call-
ing in at Wem Town Hall Reception or emailing us at info@wemtownhall.co.uk

BIG SCREEN EVENTS AT THE WTH CINEMA  NT
Live Encore: National Theatre’s War Horse, Saturday March 1st 7pm
Broadcast live from London’s West End, War Horse takes audiences on an extraordinary
journey from the fields of rural Devon to the trenches of First World War France.
ROH Ballet: The Sleeping Beauty, Wednesday March 19th 7.15pm
The tale of an ill-fated princess, an enchanted sleep and the magical power of a prince’s
kiss is brought to life through Tchaikovsky’s beautiful music and sumptuous dancing.
ROH Ballet: The Winter’s Tale, Monday 28th April 7.15pm
Based on the Shakespeare play, The Winter’s Tale follows the destruction of marriage
through consuming jealousy, the abandonment of a child, and a seemingly hopeless love.
Yet through remorse and regret the ending is one of forgiveness and reconciliation.
NT Live: King Lear, Thursday May 1st 7pm
Simon Russell Beale stars as an aged king who decides to divide his kingdom between his
three daughters, according to which of them is most eloquent in praising him. His favourite,
Cordelia, says nothing. Lear’s world descends into chaos.
NT Live Encore: The Curious Incident of the Dog in Night-Time Thursday May 22nd
7.30pm
Following its smash-hit live broadcast in 2012, the National Theatre multi-award winning
production returns to the WTH cinema.

FILM
Inside Llewyn Davis (15) - Monday March 3rd 11am, Tuesday March 4th 7.30pm,
Wednesday March 5th 1pm (1hr 44mins)
Inside Llewyn Davis follows a week in the life of a young folk singer as he navigates the
Greenwich Village folk scene of 1961.
12 Years a Slave (15)
Tuesday March 4th 1pm & Thursday March 6th 7.30pm (2hrs 15mins)
The remarkable true story of Solomon Northup, a free man duped and sold into slavery,
enduring 12 nightmarish years before attaining freedom.
The Book Thief (12A), Tuesday March 11th 1pm & Thursday March 13th 7.30pm
When her parents mysteriously disappear, foster child Liesel is sent to live with a new fami-
ly, uncertainty looms over Liesel and her adoptive parents as they take in a Jewish refugee
and find themselves caught in the path of an advancing Nazi regime.
The Railway Man (15), Wednesday March 26th 1pm &Thursday March 28th 7.30pm
Adapted from the bestselling autobiography by Eric Lomax, ‘The Railway Man’ tells the sto-
ry of a British soldier (Colin Firth) haunted by his experience as a prisoner of war during
WWII.

Music and Dance
Field Notes, Saturday March 8th 7.30pm
World Premiere of a collaboration between Birmingham Contemporary Music Group and
textile artist Matthew Harris, created using maps as a starting point for inspiration – with
Skempton’s hunting music  performed by four stunning musicians on the oboe, violin, viola
and cello.  Tickets Adult £10, Friends £8, Child (16 and under) £5, Family of Five £30
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Steve Knightly in Concert, Friday March 21st 7.30pm
‘Show of Hands’ acclaimed front man and BBC award winning singer-songwriter Steve
Knightley brings his solo show to WTH.  Tickets: All at £16
Ballroom and Sequence Dance, Friday March 28th 8pm-11pm
Live music by Chris Johnson.  Tickets: £5.00 per person (£2 non-dancers)
Wem Town Hall Community Trust Quicktime Jazz Fundraiser, Saturday April 5th 7.30pm
Local 8 piece, The Quick-Time Dixie Land Jazz Band, make for a wonderfully entertaining
evening. All tickets £7.50
Stomp and Holler, Saturday April 26th 7.30pm
Featuring four British Blues Award nominees, Stomp & Holler pulls together the best Mid-
lands musicians to  explode on stage with brass, blues, and a vast array of voices.

Did you know that Wem Town Hall is not run by the local Council, but is managed by a
charitable trust set up by the community and administered by a group of local
volunteers? The Town Council, Wem Rural Parish Council and Shropshire Council do
give financial support, which we very much appreciate.  We have also been very grateful
for the partnership which we have had with Thomas Adams School.  However this part-
nership is coming to an end because of restrictions on government funding for schools,
although Thomas Adams School will continue to be valued tenants of Wem Town Hall.
The bulk of the income to run Wem Town Hall comes from events which we put on, the
market and various hiring’s.  Some of the arts events enable us to access some funding
from bodies such as the Arts Council.The Wem Town Hall charitable trust was set up to
benefit the community by providing Wem Town Hall as a venue for the Town, and we
have received the Civic Trust Award for Community Recognition.
Clearly it is important that the community supports this facility, and this can be done in a
number of ways:

● Regularly attending and supporting the various events (such as the Jazz
Evening on 5th April 2014)

● Becoming a Friend of Wem Town Hall by paying a small annual fee, which gets
you a discount on most tickets

● Volunteering
● Becoming a Trustee
● Hiring the venue for meetings, weddings and other events
● Coming forward with ideas for events to raise funds

You can look at the website at www.wemtownhall.co.uk for all future events and how you
can become a Friend or volunteer, or you can call in to Wem Town Hall.
Remember every pound spent helps keep the doors open!

Rod Owens, Chairman of the Wem Town Hall Community Trust Limited.
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The war memorials in Wem and the surrounding villages provide brief reminders of those

who gave their lives in World War I., which officially began on August 1st 1914. Fighting

ended with the Armistice at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 after
more than 4 years of carnage. One hundred years have passed since the start and
commemorations for the fallen will take place all over Britain and the other countries that
were involved.
In Wem, this will take the form of a commemoration event in the Town Hall on the
afternoon of August 2nd. It will include soldiers’ songs from the time, readings and
re-enactments of recruitment scenes typical of the period and a short service. It will be
followed by a procession to a beacon on the Recreation Ground.
A display will be in the gallery of the Town Hall during July and August, and will include
photographs, artefacts, written memories and newspaper articles relating to the 1914-1918
period - both in the fields of conflict and on the Home Front in Shropshire. If you have any
such items, and are prepared to lend them to be photocopied and displayed, we would like
to hear from you.
Photographs and articles could also be added to the WCS website at www.wemlocal.org.uk
in order to provide a longer-term virtual museum for the area. Maybe at some time in the
future, Wem could find a suitable building for a permanent record.
If you have any such artefacts, and would be willing to share them, please contact Alex
Williamson (williamson159@btinternet.com) with emails headed WWI. So that he may
compile a list. For other items and information, contact Oliver Richardson on 01939
235443 or wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk

EXPERT GROWERS,
UNUSUAL HERBACEOUS PLANTS

PLUS LOCAL CHARITY STALLS WITH A
 GARDENING THEME
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The Rotary Club of Wem & District have had a very busy
festive period which began with the blessing of The Tree of
Light,  the Santa Sleigh and the delivery of Christmas Day
lunches together with other ongoing projects.  The sleigh
was unable to reach some areas of Wem and Baschurch this
year due to the bad weather but those areas that we were
able to reach showed their superb support which was really
heartwarming. The money raised will go to many local Rotary
projects such as the Christmas lunches, canal trips, Blackpool holidays, and other local
school projects.
Wem Rotary served twenty one Christmas lunches this year; to pensioners either on their
own or living with a carer.  Rotarians and friends gave up some of their Christmas day to
take round the meals, which had been prepared by The Westlands. If you know of someone
who would qualify for a Christmas Day lunch then please contact Dee Moyse on 01939
233533 who will arrange this for them. This also applies to the canal trips, run at the end of
June, and the Blackpool holidays which are taken at the end of August.
The Tree of Light was a success raising over £1100.00 to be split between the Severn and
Whitchurch hospices. The work that they do is very close to the object of Rotary and we
welcome the chance to raise money for them on behalf of the people of Wem.  There is still
some money to come from gift aid which will swell the donations even further.
Rotary does a great deal of good throughout the Town, and the Town would be poorer
without the efforts of the Club.  However we as a club are all getting older and some of the
tasks we do are getting harder to carry out. We are therefore actively seeking new, younger
people to join us. If you are community minded and have time to spare we would like to
hear from you. In this instance you can contact the writer, or visit our web site
http://wemrotary.wordpress.com/to find out about the work of Rotary in your town.

Rotarian Ted Davies Membership Chairman

THE ROTARY CLUB OF WEM AND DISTRICT

WEM SPRING MARKET

Saturday 5th April 2014, 9.30am to 1.00pm
Wem Senior Club and Wem Town Hall

Spring Market Supper
~ The Castle, Wem

Monday 7th April 2014 from 6pm

Shop Window Display Competition – Lady Day to Easter 2014
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Once again the people of Wem and the surrounding villages
showed just how generous they are by donating £8,402 last
 year for the work of Christian Aid. So many thanks to all
 those who gave, and the co-ordinators and collectors who
gave their time and commitment.
Christian Aid Week this year is from 11th to 17th May. We will be having an ‘Open Day’ with
coffee and cakes on Saturday April 26th at Wem Methodist Church, when materials will be given
out to Collectors. A representative from Christian Aid is joining us and he will be happy to
answer any questions and queries. There will also be the usual Fair Trade stall.
Everyone is welcome to come and help celebrate the work of Christian Aid.

Ray Edge (Vice Chairman & Press Officer)

First of all I would like, on behalf of all at Wem Jubilee Band, to wish everyone a very healthy and happy
2014 and to also thank anyone who has, in any way, supported us in 2013.
We had a great finish to 2013 at our Christmas Concert, which was to a packed audience in The Stanier
Hall.  The Concert was the end to a very busy December after Caroling and taking part in ‘Carols in The
Square’ in Shrewsbury that was rather damp this year.
Last year proved to be an extremely busy year for the Band and 2014 is heading the same way with
bookings still coming in.  We start the year on Sunday, 9th March competing in the Midland Area
Championships at Bedworth, Warwickshire which we always look forward to and enjoy.  We have, over
the years, had a lot of success and hopefully this year will be the same.  This is quickly followed on 23rd

March by a Charity Concert with the Military Wives Choir, Shawbury and Shrewsbury Male Voice Choir
in the Sovereign Suite at Shrewsbury Town Football Grounds.  On 26th April we are performing at Church
Stretton.  Our own annual Spring Concert will be held in the Stanier Hall on Saturday, 24th May for which
tickets are now on sale.  Tickets are also on sale for a good evening of entertainment by The Quick-time
Dixieland Jazz Band (this event is back by popular demand following on from a very successful show by
them last year) and will again be at Wem Sports & Social Club on Saturday, 28th June.  We are then
performing at a private event at Dovaston on the next day (29th June).  On 6th July we are in The Quarry
Bandstand, followed by taking part in the now famous Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival on 20th July.
For a number of years we have avoided taking bookings during the school holidays as we found it very
difficult to fulfil them during this period so, although we carry on rehearsing, we do not commit ourselves
and the players can have a much deserved rest.
As we mentioned in the Winter edition of The Wemian we are re-launching our once very successful
Junior Band – so I will now hand you over to Aimee Hawke, our very able  tutor of the Junior Band /
Beginners’ Group  ………………
We were very pleased to see so many new faces at our recent Workshop to re-launch the Junior Band.
It was a lovely morning enjoyed by all.
The Workshop  started  with a performance from the Band under the baton of our very talented Deputy
Conductor – Lawrence Plant.  The children then had the opportunity to try out some of the instruments
and find out more about joining the Band.  The Workshop concluded with another performance and the
chance to sit next to musicians in the Band as they played.
We are now very excited about handing out the instruments to our budding musicians and starting our
lessons on Monday evenings.  If you would like more information about learning to play with the Band
please contact us at wjbjuniors@outlook.com or on 01939-236527.
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This word meaning anything to do with living organisms and nature has been used to define
a type of farming that works closely with the natural world. Your could argue that convention-
al farming has to work within planet Earth’s climatic environmental and geographical bound-
aries and is therefore closely tied to nature but the Organic route places much more
emphasis on working with rather than exploiting natures balance. Again the base resource
is the soil, but Organic and Conventional systems approach this differently. Of course
healthy soil is priority one for both, making sure that drainage and soil structure is optimised,
but whereas Conventional farming adds artificial soluble fertilizer to boost plant growth the
Organic way feeds and nurtures the soil with purely organic manures that maximises humus
content and biological activity so that moisture and air retention is always at its best and
plants can only withdraw their feed requirements as the soil releases its nutrients slowly, and
all with the ideal balance of nitrogen, phosphate, potash, the major minerals and trace
elements, the argument being that the consumers of that food will be the healthier for it.
Organic plant food will have a higher dry matter content as its cell structure is not diluted by
soluble fertilizer, which may be the reason for some people saying it has more flavour! There
is also the argument that all chemicals are natural, but it is how you use those chemicals that
defines an unnatural way of farming.
What issues do these two different agricultural systems bring out. Well, the big one is of
course food quantity and total supply; there is a big population out there and expanding
rapidly, only intensive farming can address this say the experts! Then again, conversely,
organic methods are much more environmentally and welfare friendly have a lower carbon
footprint and long term sustainability, say the other side’s experts!
What about food quality? Well, how do you apply this word? In the context of how it looks
when referring to the skins and shape of fruit and vegetables i.e. unblemished and uniform
or in the context of taste, balanced nutrients and texture. Certainly conventional farming has
more control over skin blemishes and damage from pests and disease, but the organic
product has more taste than “forced” food. There are degrees of intensitivity of course so you
cannot generalise too much. Organic aficionados will point out the health benefits, for
instance there is five times more conjugated linoleic acid in milk and beef products, thus
improving the prevention of cancer and heart disease. There are no known cases of E. coli
157 poisoning arising from organic production practices. What about artificial additives?
There are thousands permitted in non-organic food, the Soil Association, one of the organic
Farming Regulatory Bodies, permits less than ten. Again there is a big argument that without
additives food would not be as safe, but if it is about preserving shelf life isn’t that more to do
with the food industries profitability agenda? Additives to improve flavour and taste are well
know with processed food (salt, sugar, fat), organic and non-organic. It is a way of adding
value to a given quantity of base foods, crisps are probably the prime example, it widens the
diversity for shoppers and grows food business but sometimes I think it is a bit of a consumer
rip off!
What about Genetically Modified food? Organic farming argues that it is totally unnatural and
dangerous to our health. Even conventional farming has its
doubts, particularly in this country and Europe, but politicians
worried about population growth argue it is away forward to
increase output. Of course big business (Monsanto) has a vest-
ed interest too! Consumers in the better off countries are con-
cerned about this as they are about hormone residues in North
America.
As we human beings are living organisms, paying attention to
living as natural a life as possible should help to improve our day
to day health and happiness levels.

BROCK- ORGANIC
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I am very pleased to report that the 2013 Poppy Appeal has so far raised £6805.99, and I
would like to thank the people of Wem and District for their generosity. The total raised
during Remembrance tide for poppies amounted to £5844.56, (just £67.76 down on last
year). I am as always, indebted to the volunteers who undertake house-to-house collections,
to all the shops and businesses who so willingly have poppy boxes and to the Coop for
allowing us to collect on their premises.
Thank you to all the individuals, groups and organisations who gave contributions for
wreaths, which were laid at the War  Memorials in our area. I am most grateful to have
received  donations from St Peter and St Pauls Church, Wem, and St Michael and All
Angels, Loppington, from the collections taken on Remembrance Sunday.
I would like to acknowledge the support I am given by the members of The Wem Branch of
The Royal British Legion, and to pay tribute to them for their invaluable help. I must also
thank my family and friends who support me in my role as Poppy Appeal Organiser.
In appreciation of their service to the Poppy Appeal, I was   delighted to award a 15 year
broach to Mrs Freda Stubbs of Newtown, a 10year Certificate to Ms Dorothy Young and a
5year Certificate to Mrs Patricia Johnson. Corporate Certificates of Appreciation were given
to Wem Post Office, Avanti Hairdressers and Prince William Court.
In December, I received notification that in Shropshire we have so far raised £360,747.59,
this is 7.2% up on the total at the same time last year. The Shropshire County Fundraiser,
Peter Whalley, says, "This is an excellent result and, with activities to commemorate the
centenary of the start of World War 1 in 2014, we should have a great year."
Remembrance tide focuses our thoughts on our serving and ex-service personnel. But, the
work of the R.B.L. goes on throughout the year, whether it is helping veterans of past wars
or those serving in areas of conflict today, and their dependants. We are now in the 12th
year of the war in Afghanistan, and over 440 men and women have died on the front line
and hundreds more young people face the rest of their lives coping with life changing
injuries.
Every poppy goes towards the £1.6 million needed each week to provide lifelong support to
our Armed forces and their families. We in Wem and District, and in Shropshire have
certainly played our part in this.
 THANK YOU. Ruth Comerford P.A.O.

This Next…
We are a community group who meet once a month in Wem to have some fun being crafty and

creative!
Find us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/groups/Thisnextwem/    to find out more!

Some examples of our previous projects:
Origami, Chocolate Making, Body Scrubs & Facials, Floral Design, Felt Crafts, Printing,

3d Paper Pictures & Wycinanki (Polish Paper Cutting)
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WEM ADOS
If you think we have been resting on our laurels since our last production you are quite mistaken.
We have been beavering away with our Saturday morning workshops and rehearsing for our
pantomime. In between times we have purchased 12 new seats to replace the worn, slightly
battered original ones, replaced the old windows, mended the front door and generally tried to
tidy the building. This is a problem for us as the whole of the building is in continuous use, re-
hearsing, building and painting sets, every Saturday morning Stage Door Youth classes, (we still
have a waiting list) committee meetings and the occasional use by other members of the
community.
I do hope you managed to get a seat for “Pinocchio” What a joy to see all these young people
working hard and enjoying giving their all to entertain us, and what memories it brings back to
many members, past and present. The 1985 production had a cast of 13 principals, 31 chorus,
male and female, and 36 young girl (or should I say lady!) dancers.  A name that leaps out is that
of our own star of stage and radio……… Guess who played the role of J. Farrington Foxglove…a
wily fox…….it can only be GREG DAVIES. I wonder if he remembers playing that part. I know he
recalls happy times on the Wem Stage, we are very proud to say he is the Patron of our Stage
Door Youth Group. This production of Pinocchio saw a cast of 16 principals and a chorus of 12
dancers. The Director was Kate Price, her daughter played the part of Pinocchio quite beautifully,
Choreography: Alisha-jayne Dance Academy, how lovely to see some tap-dancing, Keyboard:
Lizzie Sinclair.  The programme lists 16 members “who made it possible” I would add to this
and say “a big thank you” to all who , from the director to the smallest participator gave such a
fun filled happy occasion . Space makes it impossible for me to name all, but special mention
must go to Megan Ashley who delighted us all with her spirited, fun loving, singing in the part of
“Lampwick”. It was a performance that was quite emotional on the last night, Megan is leaving us
after 11years to enter the world of professionals, she goes off to London to the Guildhall School
of Music and Drama, and we wish her all the luck in the world.
Now to 1997. February saw us performing at the Stanier Hall, (you will recall the Town Hall was
at that time burned down)  It was the National Amateur Premiere of Sally Hedges’ Dramatisation
of “TESS OF THE D’URBEVILLES” by Thomas Hardy. Directed by Graham Colclough. When
the play was produced professionally at the RSC Swan Theatre, Stratford in 1987/8 the cast
then included our director Graham. He of course was in the professional theatre for many years,
and brought his many talents ‘Back Home’ This was a mammoth production with a cast of 27,
and dear readers, if you are not interested in the performers just cast your eyes to the bottom of
the page, you see I do get castigated if I pick and choose names, so here goes. Nicola Whyte. Dan
Jones. Yvette McDaniel. Carole Singleton.  Nicky Stokes.  Michael Eyre, playing two parts. Jo
Hesketh. Nerys Colclough. Jo Timms. Clive Singleton, playing two parts. Bob Udy, playing two
parts. John Tudor three parts. Tiernan Hanby. Julie Blake, two parts. Jodi Fox. Clive Jones, three
parts. Lara Smith. Frank Barrow, two parts. Margaret Simmons. Lorraine Reader. Geoff Smith.
Jessel Jones. Christine Higgins. Jenny Colclough. Lynne Pulford. Henrietta Eyre. Incidental
characters played by members of the cast!  Stage manager and set director Rosemary Fenn-
Wiggin. Lighting Kieran Dawson. Sound Aidan Hanby. Wardrobe Ann Jeffery. Music John
Kirkpatrick and Nerys Colclough, she also did the Choreography. Derek Tommy and Lyn Hinton
Front of House and Sue Udy Publicity.  Wow, what a cast and what a performance, and just to
complete the helpers, Hazel Tudor and helpers sold light refreshments in the interval.  The press
cuttings I have are very complimentary to all, and as it says it is difficult to single out individuals,
but special mention went to Nicola Whyte, Dan Jones and Tiernan Hanby.  Now 17 years on
some names still appear and the enthusiasm is not diminished.
My final memories are of a very much loved and missed member. Nancy Wilson or Nancy Astley
as she was, appeared in many early productions, particularly pantomime, both in the chorus and
as leading lady. Nancy was a tireless worker for the society, she was secretary for many years, a
position I took over with much trepidation, a very difficult role to follow. She was the longest
serving member of the society, and when I say serving Nancy did just that, in every capacity, how-
ever humble or as a leading lady. We will miss her but always remember her.

Till next time, as ever, Margaret.
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Every Thursday at 10.30am.  Join our weekly Knit & Natter drop-in sessions – share your
love of knitting/crocheting/crafts and make new friends!  Knitting/crocheting/craft books.
Tea/coffee/biscuits available.

Meeting every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2.30pm in Wem Library.  Share your love of
reading - discuss and give your opinions of the last book of the month and help to decide
the next title to be read by the group!

Join our monthly group to design and make your own greeting cards.  Help is on hand -
also card-making reference books if needed. Tea, coffee and biscuits available.  Meeting
every 4th Tuesday of the month at 10.30am.

Regular sessions every first Friday of the month from 2.15pm to 2.45pm. Stories and fun
rhyming activities for children under 5 years!

Regular fun-filled interactive storytelling sessions by local ‘Young Storyteller of the Year’
Jake ‘Trick’ Evans.  Suitable for children 5 to 11 years.  Fantastic fun for all – children and
adults alike!  Tickets £1 (all proceeds to ‘Small Steps’ local charity).  Please call into the
library for future dates!

Regular once-a-term themed activities/craft sessions suitable for children 4 to 11 years.
Previous sessions included colouring competitions; monster piñata; pom-poms; greeting
cards; autumn crafts (birds);  peg dolls; bookworm bookmarks; Christmas crackers; etc.
Please call into the library for future dates!

Possible Scrabble Group starting in Wem library.  Call in/give us a call to put your name
down!

Plus – a large selection of books and DVDs available for all
ages/interests.

Free computer/internet access.
NEW! magazine swap box.

Call in to see us!

Opening hours:     Tuesday   10am to 6pm
                  Thursday  10am to 6pm

  Friday        2pm to 5pm
                  Saturday        9.30am to 4pm

Wem Library, High Street, Wem SY4 5AA
01939 236995 wem.library@shropshire.gov.uk
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COFFEE MORNING
SATURDAY 15h MARCH 2014

9.30 – 12.00
IN THE SENIOR CLUB

Please support us and help to raise funds for ongoing
improvements and maintenance of the cemetery

LLANDUDNO EXTRAVAGANZA
3rd MAY 2014

£10 RETURN FAYRE

PICK UP FROM, ELLESMERE, WEM AND WHITCHURCH

DETAILS; 01939 232963

LINGEN DAVIES CANCER APPEAL

SPRING FAYRE
SATURDAY 1ST MARCH   2014 - 9 TIL 12NOON.
ADMISSON 60P INCLUDES REFRESHMENTS.
EVERYONE WELCOME AND BRING A FRIEND.

RAFFLE. TOMBOLA.. BRIC A BRAC.   GIFTS.
BOOKS AND CD'S.  HOME MADE CAKES AND PRODUCE.
NEARLY NEW AND LOTS MORE. HAND CRAFTED CARDS.
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BY ALAN AYKBOURN
SHAWBURY VILLAGE HALL

FRI 11TH APRIL, SAT 12TH APRIL
TICKETS SHAWBURY POST OFFICE

DETAILS MRS MARRIELLA LLOYD 01939 280702

Bank Holiday Monday

Proceeds to Macmillan Cancer Support & St Michael & All Angels Church
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Subject: Dear Wemian
thewemian@hotmail.co.uk

From: Jane Bozian

"Hello Jane It was great to talk to you the other day and to catch up with
you and your past and current life –it seems like yesterday that we were
both in Wem and yet so much has happened in the intervening years!  I
have done a lot of searching in the house for past copies of The Wemian
but with no success –they must be in the loft, which is too daunting to know
where to begin. So let me say a few things that I remember:
I started The Wemian in early 1976. At the time I had taken on a 3 hour a
week job with SCC Adult Education Community provision (based at
College Hill House, Shrewsbury) as an ‘Education Worker’. This was a new
post for 15 weeks only to see if with someone on the ground in a
community the ‘educational needs’ of the area could be more easily
established. Ten years later I was still doing that job, although on reduced
hours to 2 and a half!
 I set about trying to see what was needed in Wem and area and set up
several day and evening classes, along with the Mums and Toddlers group
in the Senior Citizens building, which as you know had the emphasis on
providing activities for the mums. I also set up the discussion group on a
Tuesday afternoon, which tried to bring a wide range of topics and
speakers that would be of interest to mums and dads, whilst the crèche
looked after their children.
It was all very well setting things up in this way but it became increasingly
important to find a way of letting people know about what was going on,
especially anyone new to the area. So the idea of a community newsletter
came to me. For the first year Community Education provided the paper,
and the printing machine to help get it going, but of course it was because
of volunteers like yourself who so generously gave up time to help fold the
1,000 copies that I managed to get it out and about, quarterly. Supplying
the paper came to a stop and I was told that despite The Wemian being a
success, the real success would be if it could keep going on its own
resources. This meant only one thing; I would have to get some funding
from selling advertising space. Luckily many local shops and businesses
were pleased to support the newsletter and so I raised enough once a year
to buy the paper and typing things. Gerwyn hand drew all the adverts and
Jane Coy a local artist and architect in Grinshill designed the cover (with
the mill etc) so there you have it –it seems that 38 years later The Wemian
is still going strong. I can’t believe it, but could not be more thrilled that a
legacy of my happy time in Wem is still there –it was probably one of my
better ideas!

June

Below is an extract from an email we received from Jane Bozian.
Jane had told us that she had been involved with the start up of the Wemian in the
mid 70’s and remained in contact with June Powel who had started the Wemian news-
letter. This is an extract from a recent email to Jane from June remembering those
early days.
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As Brock has said in his article of our life depends on a few centimetres of soil and its
health.
Over the last sixty years the soils around the world have deteriorated. They now contain
less nutrients in the form of vitamins and minerals than they did in our grandparents life
time. This matters because what animals and plants take into their bodies then goes into
ours. For example, cows that have very little grass and vegetable matter in their diets
produce less omega 3 in their milk. He fatty acids in omega 2 help to keep our brains and
eyes in good health. Magnesium levels have dropped dramatically in much of the food we
eat and magnesium is responsible for about seventy different processes in our bodies
including heart health. Plants now take up chemicals into their bodies that cannot be
washed off. They are then processed and more chemicals are added. Many people are now
unable to deal with this heavy load of chemicals and it can result in illness and allergy. I am
particularly concerned about the effect this is having on young bodies and minds. Here is a
little snapshot from my practice, which illustrates the problem. I have this child’s mother’s
permission to tell his story. A little boy of 4 came to me with severe hyperactivity, nervous
twitches and sleep problems. He had been threatened with exclusion from his nursery
school because of his disruptive behaviour. He reacted strongly to a wide range of food-
stuffs. His favourites were snacks in a bag. I suggested his mum took him off all food with
any additives, colourings or preservatives in them and cook everything that he ate from
scratch using fresh and where possible organic ingredients. I also added some fatty acids to
his diets and off he went. Four weeks later his mother rang to say his school were amazed
by the transformation in his behaviour and that he had become calm, co-operative and
cheerful. Of course not all problems are so easily resolved but at least it is a good place to
begin.
All of us need good quality food grown in nutrient rich soils prepared with as little
processing as necessary. From spade to fork in as short a time as possible.
Above all, enjoy your food and give thanks to the farmer who feeds us all.

Teresa Hobday 2014

FROM SPADE TO FORK

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND

SPRING FAYRE
SATURDAY 12TH APRIL. 2014  9 - 12NOON.
AT SENIOR CLUB. CHAPEL STREET. WEM.

ADMISSION 60P INCLUDES REFRESHMENTS.

EVERYONE WELCOME BRING A FRIEND.

RAFFLE. TOMBOLA.   BRIC A BRAC. GIFTS.   BOOKS AND
CD.'S   HOMEMADE CAKES AND PRODUCE. HAND CRAFTED CARDS,

GUIDE DOG MERCHANDISE. AND LOTS MORE.

WE WILL HAVE THE GUIDE DOGS THERE.
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CHURCHES in WEM at EASTER

METHODIST CHURCH
Maundy
Thursday  7.00pm  Holy Communion

Good Friday 10.45am Service of Meditation
11.15am Coffee before Walk of Witness leaves at 11.30am

Easter
Sunday

 7.00am     Open air service at Colemere followed by 7.45am Holy
                 Communion at Welshampton, followed by breakfast.
10.00am Family Communion

Our Lady's Catholic Church
Sat. 12th April 5.30pm Vigil Mass & Blessing of Palms
Palm Sunday 9.30am Mass including Blessing of Palms
Holy Thursday 7.00pm Mass of the Lord's Supper
Good Friday 3.00pm Celebration of the Lord's Passion
Holy Saturday 5.30pm Vigil Mass & Service of Light
Easter Sunday 9.30am      Mass.       //          6.00pm Polish Mass

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Please contact Terry Hobday on 01939 234082

St Peter & St Paul's Parish Church
Palm Sunday 9.45am Eucharist & Palms. // 3pm Passiontide Service
Mon-Wed 9.30am               Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday 7.00pm               Last Supper
Good Friday 9.30am  Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday 9.30am Stations.     //     7.00pm Service of Light
Easter Day 8.00am  Holy Communion. //  9.45am Family Eucharist

Baptist Church
Palm Sunday  10.00am & 6.30pm Services in Chapel Street, Wem

 10.00am Service in The Cellar Church, Ellesmere
Good Friday  10.00am     Worship and Communion
Easter Sunday  7.00am Resurrection Celebration at the top of Grinshill

 10.00am & 6.30pm  Services at Chapel Street, Wem
 10.00am Service in The Cellar Church, Ellesmere
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 If any details on this page are incorrect please contact Peter Turner 01939 236683

SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME
A.D.O.S. Committee Meeting 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm
ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 2-4pm
BEAVERS MON Weekly Term-Time 5.30-6.30pm
BINGO WED Weekly 2-4pm
BOWLING CLUB Regular
BROWNIES TUES Weely Term-Time 5.30-6.45pm
CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed
CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm
CLIVE non-league BOWLING CLUB                                        Phone for days and times
COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm
CONSERVATIVE ASSOC’ Call for information
CONSERVATIVE SNOOKER CLUB Weeknights 7pm
CUBS WED Weekly Term-Time 5.45-7.15pm
FLOWER CLUB 2nd Thursday of Month 7.30pm
FREE MASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm
FRIENDS OF HOPE HOUSE No Regular Meetings
GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm
GUIDES TUES Weekly Term-Time 7-9pm
JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm
JUBILEE TRAINING BAND FRI Weekly 6-7.15pm
ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12noon
PROBUS (LADIES) 2nd Thursday of Month 12.15 for 1pm
PROBUS (MEN) 1st Wednesday of Month 12.15 for 1pm
RAINBOWS TUES Weekly Term-Time 4.15-5.15pm
RNLI (WEM BRANCH) THUR Weekly at Wem Market
ROTARY CLUB MON Weekly, phone for times
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2ND Wednesday of Month 7.30pm
SCOUTS WED Weekly Term-Time 7.30-9pm
SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm
SWEET PEA SOCIETY As and When
TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm
THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday              2.00-4.00pm
TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5) WED Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm
TRANSITION TOWN 1st Wednesday of Month 7.30pm
UNIVERSITY of the THIRD AGE (U3A) 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am
WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED.  Weekly     6.30pm
WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM
WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm
YOUTH CLUB For any information concerning days & times
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  If any details on this page are incorrect please contact Peter Turner 01939 236683

PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE
Stage Door, Aston Street Margaret Simmons 01939 232466
Wem Senior Club Susan Rogers 01939 290509
Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703
Wem Senior Club
Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) P. Davies 01939 233918
Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Lorraine Manley 01939 234532
Wem Conservative Club Sue Holiday 01939 232547
Wem Conservative Club Mandy Meakin 01939 234834
Wem Senior Club. Sheila Richardson (email; wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443
Behind Clive Hall, Clive. For information please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258
Methodist Church, Aston Street, Wem Terry Hobday 01939 234082
Conservative Club.                   Peter Broomhall; 07885 837606 or 01939 232573
Conservative Club                    Peter Broomhall; 07885 837606 or 01939 232573
Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Kate Williams 01939 234481
Wem Senior Club Barbara Healey 01939 232398
Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch D.Y. Summerskill 01939 232221
Phone for any information Kicki Rouse 01939 235125
Wem Senior Club                   D. Lunt 01939 270485/M. Millington 01948 710328
Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Lorraine Manley 01939 234532
Band Room, Thomas Adams School Ray Edge 01939 232001
Band Room, Thomas Adams School Ray Edge 01939 232001
1, Talbot Development, Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673
United Services Club, Leek Street Doreen Stewart 01939 235527
United Services Club, Leek Street Con Curphey 01939 234156
Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Louise Manley 07929 481582
Market Stall in Wem Town Hall Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779
Hawkstone Park Hotel Sylvia Starkey 01939 236801
United Services Club, Leek Street D. Young 01939 234136
Scout/Guides HQ Bowens Field Michael Hart 07703 859512
Wem Sports & Social Club V. Grocott 01939 233482
Phone for information Val Good 01948 840779
Wem Sports & Social Club David Hayward 01939 232418
Wem Methodist Church. Please phone Pat Davies for information 01948 880278
Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347
Various. Please phone for venue William Castle 01948 880608
Scouts/Guides HQ, Bowen’s Field Alan Poole 01939 250175
Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem Peter Hughes 07905 845615
Various local walks.  E.Heath 01939 233405 / G.Brown(for times) 01939 232120
Wem Senior Club Alyson Owens 01939 232140
Contact Tish Dulson, who is the  overall youth club leader on:-      07530 322885
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Brite Start Cleaning Ltd for your home and office
From Brite Start you will receive a professional, efficient
Cleaning  Service  tailored  to  your
individual requirements. We can do weekly/fortnightly or
special  one  off  cleans  such  as  deep
cleans, end of tenancy cleans or after events. We will
leave your home or office sparkling.
We are locally based in Wem and we are not a franchise.
 All our staff are uniformed, fully
vetted and fully insured
Please take a look at the video on our website
For a free no obligation quote
Tel 01939 714002

info@britestartcleaning.co.uk
www.britestartcleaning.co.uk
Registered office
 36 Station Rd Wem Shropshire SY4 5BH
Registered No 7905353

T e l: 07 7 7 3 118 2 6 9
F re e p h o n e : 08 00 7 4 7 1 9 7 5

G . J . WA T T O N

T re e S e rv ic e s

PLEASE  PHONE FOR
FREE  ESTIMATE

•All kinds of trees expertly
felled, topped and pruned
•Hedges trimmed
•All kinds of Cherry, Fruit,
Conifers, Silver Birch
Trees  carefully pruned
•All rubbish removed
•N P T C Qualified
•Fully Insured
•Registered Waste Carrier
•Competitive Prices

SELF STORAGE on WEM
BUSINESS PARK

SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

 - YOU HAVE YOUR OWN KEY.
MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL
TERMS.
FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNI-
TURE,
HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIP-
MENT.
BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC.
ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORA GE’ AVAILA-
BLE.
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Wem Methodist Church
Aston Street, Wem.  Office 01939 236452

  SAT  10-11.30am  Coffee Morning
  SUN  10.00am  Worship
  TUES & FRI 9.30am-11.30am  Toddlers Plus (Please bring and adult)
  WED  2.30pm  Women's Fellowship-Fortnightly March-Dec
  FRI  7pm  Shell Club (Children 7yrs+)

Our Lady's Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. Parish Priest Rev. Patrick English 01691 622283

 Mass Times  Sat, 5.30pm.   Sun. 9.30am.

 Polish Mass  1st&2nd Sunday of Month   6pm

 Weekday Mass  Wed. 10.30am.

Coffee Morning  Last Tuesday of Month   10am-11.30am

The Religious Society of Friends 'Quakers'
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. T. Hobday 01939 234082 // G Roper 01939 233754

  SUN   8.00pm   Worship (1st Sunday of Month)

St Peter & St Paul's Parish Church, Wem
Parish Priest: Rev. Nick Heron  232550 // Hall bookings: Mrs Jane Sutherland 234780

  SUN   8am   Holy Communion
  SUN   9.45am   The Eucharist (Family Eucharist 1st Sunday of Month
  MON   4pm   Ecumenical Prayer, Everyone Welcome
  1st MON of Month  8pm   Short Time of Quiet Medication
  SAT   10-12nn   Coffee Morning (Last Saturday in Month)
  WED   4pm Evening Prayer // Mothers Union on 1st Wednesday of month 2.15pm
  FRI   9.30am   Holy Communion

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem. Pastors: Revs. P Wright 01939 232938/Al Simms 01939 768164

  1st SUN of Month.  10am Coffee.  10.30am Service in Wem Town Hall
  Other
SUNDAYS

 10am & 6.30pm Services in Chapel Street, Wem
 10am  Service in The Cellar Church, Ellesmere

  WED 9.30-11am   Tiddlywinks
  THU 10-12nn   Coffee Morning
  THU  6.15-7.30pm   7upz - (Activities for Children aged 7-11 yrs)
  FRI  5.15-6.15pm   Dynamites - (Activities for Children aged 4-7yrs)
  FRI  7-9.30pm   YP - (For Young People aged 11-15 yrs
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J PAGE LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL

INSTALLATIONS

 01939 220520
07973 106188

Lisa Ward
By design

Now at Maypole Court

For your made to measure

Curtains &
Soft Furnishings
Tracks, Poles &
Haberdashery

Please Call in

01939 234095
07800 951245

www.sarahhillglass.co.uk
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Robinson & Young have been supplying & delivering gas for over 30
years & have earned an excellent reputation for our high level of

expertise & customer service. Whether it be industrial gas, BBQ gas or
any related accessories, Robinson & Young have a wide range of stock to

meet your requirements.

We Offer an efficient delivery service to local areas from 09:00 to 5:00
Mon – Fri!!

For more information do not hesitate to contact Craig on 01939 235300
or 07971924851.

Robinson and Young, Shrewsbury Road,
Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5PA

Industrial GAS

Robinson and Young, Shrewsbury Road,
Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5PA

eil France
Quality Fruit & Vegetables

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables delivered to your
door free of charge!

Contact Neil for a price list or more information:
Telephone: 01939 235531

Mobile: 07870800512
Email: neilfrance1987@hotmail.co.uk

Address: 15 Harris Croft Wem SY4 5DU
Or find us on Facebook
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www.princeselectrical.co.uk
sales@princestv.co.uk

38 High Street, Wem
01939 232845

5 High Street, Whitchurch
01948 662228

Church Street, Prees
01948 840272

Plasma, LCD & LED TVs
Aerial & satellite installations
Authorised Sky Digital dealer

Freeview & Freesat
Domestic appliance sales & delivery

Grindall’s
Of Wem

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

A BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
CONDUCTED WITH DEDICATION &

COMMITMENT BY THE ONLY IN DEPENDANT
THREE GENERATION FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN WEM

PREPAID FUNERAL PLANS
 AVAILABLE

WEM 01939 233903

40 Aston Street, Wem

“SMALL JOBS DONE”

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING
REPAIRS

AND
EMERGENCIES

CONTACT
DAVE MADDEN

01948710682
07500223912
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ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
INCLUDING FIBREGLASSING

· MOT TESTING STATION
· GARAGE SERVICES
· RECOVERY SERVICES
· COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE
· AIXAM & MICROCAR

 QUADRICYCLE DEALER
Can be driven on full or B1 Motorcycle licence

26-28 ASTON STREET, WEM
SHROPSHIRE, SY4 5AY

TEL: 01939 233243
WWW.HANMERAUTOSERVICES.CO.UK

Shropshire’s longest established dealership (over 35 years)

WE RIDE THEM, RACE THEM,
SELL THEM & SERVICE THEM

BIKES & SCOOTERS IN STOCK
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
MOT’S, REPAIRS & SPARES

WE CAN COLLECT YOUR BIKE

TEL/FAX: 01939 232223

www.tonymossmotorcycles.co.uk

56 ASTON STREET,
WEM,

SY4 5AU
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www.saloptowing.co.uk
C.R. CLEANING

CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY- OVENS
EXPERTLY CLEANED

- STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
- HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRONG CLEANS)
- INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
- DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

 DAVID NIXON :OFFICE 01948 880994

Open:
Monday Thursday Saturday 9am - 5am

Wednesday & Saturday 9am -1pm

Excellent  Quality
Excellent Workmanship

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson * Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422

www.adtcarpets.co.uk

MARK SHERRY
BUILDING SERVICES

26 BARLEYFIELDS, WEM, SY4 5LU
01939 236486 07812 132110

Julie67@orange.net
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Daryl R. Hasleham
Clock, Watch & Gun Repairs

10b HIGH STREET                                                                     34-35 HATTON GARDEN
WEM                                                                                                LONDON EC1N 8DX
SHROPSHIRE                                                                                     Tel: 020 7242 1708
SY4 5AA                                                                                            Mob: 07956 317251
Tel: 01939 235944                                                   Email:darylhasleham@hotmail.co.uk

Shropshire Ltd
Mobile Car Body Repair Specialist

Scratches, Scuffs & Scrapes
Alloy Wheel Repairs  Plastic Bumper Repairs

We can repair your car at your home or place of work
Available 7 Days a week

Very competitive prices!
For a local, professional, and reliable service

Contact us for a free estimate
Tel: 01948 841 468 Mobile: 07713 499 656

E-mail: info@back2new.co
www.back2new.co

BACK 2 NEW

01939 220250 / 220131
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WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers

Confectionary
Stationary & Cards

PAY POINT

High Street, Wem

01939 236622

        & Five Element Reiki
What can Reiki do for you?
Reiki treatments last an hour
and the benefits are many:
Deep Relaxation
Reduce Stress and anxiety
Boost energy levels
Help relieve pain
Enjoy a better quality of life and more.

One day course in Reiki levels 1 & level 2

Two day course in Reiki Master/Teacher

Contact Ingrid Bariosco for details

Tel. 01939 234712
e-mail ingridatalternativehealth.com

Newton Meadows Cottages

Wem Road
                            Harmer Hill
                           Shrewsbury
                              SY4 3EA

                  Tel: 01939 290346

· Moving house and need
temporary accommodation?

· Having friends or family to stay
but not enough room?

· Or just wanting a break away
in one of our Self Catering cottages?

· Our comfortable fully equipped
4* cottages may be the answer

               For more details
               Visit our website, email or
               ring The Simcox Family

info@newtonmeadows.co.uk
www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

KYNASTON’S OF WEM
REPAIRS TO

WASHING MACHINES
DISHWASHERS

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District

For over 30 years
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN
01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
DIY REPAIRS

Guarenteed repairs
Sensible prices
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LES WEATHERHEAD

CHIMNEY SWEEP

BRUSH & VAC

CLEAN & EFFICIENT

TEL: 01948 830 443

It is recommended that
a chimney in use should be
swept at least once every

twelve months

TRADITIONAL WINDOW
CLEANING SERVICE

Also: Gutters, Soffits, Fascias
Conservatory Roofs & Patios

Professionally cleaned to a very
high standard

Carpet Cleaning
Domestic & Industrial Cleaning

Call Mark Fitton
01939 232644 or 07970 886442

Wem Playmates
Nursery
From 3mnths to 5yrs

Funding available for 2 and 3 year olds

Happy, comfortable and secure learning
 environment

Qualified experienced staff

Ofsted report (May 2013) -
“Children enjoy their time and are happy and

settled in this friendly nursery.”

Committee run organisation

Call Jenny on 01939 233643

Registered charity no. 1124797
Ofsted no. EY454398

Unit 1 Wem Business Park, Wem. Shropshire
SY4 5JX
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Quantum Touch promotes re-alignment
of bones and muscles without
manipulation, easing aches, pains and
migraines and promoting well-being.

Reiki promotes healing, stress
reduction and easing of aches &
pains.
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Bar Opening Times
Mon – Thu: 11am – midnight

Friday – sat: 11am – 1am
Sun:12pm – 11pm

14 HIGH STREET, WEM
www.castlehotelwem.co.uk Tel: 01939 236088

Food Served
Tues  to Sat:12 – 3pm & 6 – 9pm

Sunday & Monday 12 – 3pm

Delicious Home Cooked Food
Superb Selection of Fine Wine & Ales

United Services (Wem) Club Ltd.
29 Leek Street, Wem, SY4 5EP - Tel: 01939 232806

Private members’ club Membership fees £10.05 (ordinary)/£5.05 (Seniors, concessions)

Membership includes:
Function room and kitchen hire, rates start at £30; Sports amenities;

Regular entertainments nights
A welcoming atmosphere, many attractive facilities, competitive prices.

Join today; simply call in for an application form!
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CARPET CLEANING
CLEANED - DEODORISED - STAIN PROTECTED AND DRY

IN AROUND 30 MINUTES
+ HELP TO MOVE FURNITURE IF REQUIRED

DRY FUSION FROM VALUE VALET; YOUR LOCAL CARPET CLEANER

CALL TONY: 01939 233362
www.value-valet.co.uk

Book an appointment now!
Tel: 01939 235880 Mobile: 07794 524 347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

Chiropodist- Susan Haskey
BSc (Hons) pod, MChS, DpodM

Foot Health Practitioner- Jenny Copley
MCFHP, MAFHP, Bsc, Dip Nursing

Ellesmere: 01691 622970
Whitchurch: 07974 091984

Wem: 07583 264905

For appointments and enquiries

+ suite cleaning

The Fruitful Deli
Delicatessen & Fresh Produce.

A Range of Cheeses.
Local Meats,  Bakery & Anti Pasti Bar

Local Artisan Bread, Gluten Free Range.

Tel: 01939 232682          email:  the-fruitful-deli@hotmail.co.uk

17 High Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AA
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TONY PAUL
 Repairs to:

WASHING MACHINES
COOKERS etc

Quality service assured

Tel:01939 231002

HOLLY
FARM

NURSERIES

Shrubs, Trees, Roses, Heathers,
Conifers, Fruit Trees & Bushes,

Bedding Plants & Hanging
Baskets.

Help & advice given freely.

Coffee Barn
Homemade Cakes Served

Mon- Sat 10-5
Sun 10-4

On A49 one mile north of Prees

01948 840630

THE CUCKOO ALE BAND
Lively danceable music, expert calling
providing an evening of pure Ceilidh

enjoyment
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Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following dates:

Surgery Dates
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A SMALL EXCLUSIVE, NEWLY BUILT
OUTDOOR CATTERY IN A GARDEN SETTING

OPEN ALL YEAR
HEATED CHALETS

LISTED BOARDING CATTERY
THE LAURELS
FOXHOLES

WEM SHROPSHIRE
SY4 5UJ

01939 232646
fox.cat@hotmail.co.uk

Visitors welcome for viewing
(between Lowe Hill & Whixall)

FOXHOLES BOARDING
CATTERY

Home Tuition

MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds
CRB checked
References

Alan Cliff: 01939 234790

We provide support to sole traders and
small businesses in Shropshire by offer-
ing the following services:

· Bookkeeping
· Accounts
· Tax Returns
· VAT returns
· Payroll
· Budgeting & Forecasting

We will agree a price up front and you can
also spread the cost by monthly payments
helping your cashflow.

To arrange a free initial consultation call
Marie on 07932680858

Company no: 08356356 registered in England
& wales
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WEM BUTCHERS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

Prop. A.E. OLIVER

GAME MEAT

FRESH POULTRY

DAILY LOCAL DELIVERIES

A VARIETY OF SAUSAGES
HOME COOKED PIES

SELECTION OF BAR-B-Q MEATS
FREEZER MEATS

ALL HOME BAKED COOKED MEATS

PHONE 232435
6 HIGH STREET, WEM

SALOP TOWING
TOWBARS SUPPLIED & FITTED

PLUS: TOWING ACCESSORIES

MOTOR HOME SECURITY
CYCLE CARRIERS

DOMESTIC TRAILERS

UNIT 2 BENBOW BUSINESS PARK
HARLESCOTT LANE SHREWSBURY

SY1 3FA

01743 467272www.saloptowing.co.uk

PROUD TO SUPPORT WEM CARNIVAL 2013
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I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A STARTING AT
BEFORE VISITING (BOTH  CHAPEL ST WEM)

AND FINALLY FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please

telephone  or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE

JR GIBSON
COUNTRYSIDE

SERVICES

National Proficiency test
Council qualified in:

Tree work & felling
Hedgelaying, Coppicing & Maintenance

Knapsack spraying of drive, pathway, lawn weed control
Field/paddock topping
Contract log splitting

Mole catching
Fencing, field gate hanging, stone walling

Tractor mounted post borer & post knocker
Well Seasoned Hardwood Logs

CALL:

 01939 220248
0777 9994613

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in
piano & theory

Qualified Teacher with over 20
years experience

Adults & Children welcome
CRB Checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189

AZ’ MARKETING GROUP
GENERAL HARDWARE GOODS

–  -
Watch Batteries Supplied & Fitted to Majority of

Brands USING QUALITY BATTERIES

azeezhakeem@hotmail.co.uk
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Lost a button?

Hem come undone?
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations and
sewing requirements

Contact:

Sue

On

01948 841076
Or

07876 308062

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

Neil Hughes
Roofing

01939 233509 / 07813850263

Slating & Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss Removal.
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COUNTY
SECURITY

24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS  UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS
 LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS
A FAMILY RAN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON:
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

E mail: tonydynolocks@btinternet.com
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

      LOCKSMITH COTTAGE TILLEY VILLAGE SY4 5HE
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Justine’s Gems
The Jewellers and Watchmakers of Wem

Clock & Watch Repairs
Jewellery Repairs & Ring Sizing
Bespoke Handmade Jewellery
Pearl Re-Stringing
Free Estimates
Valuations

Phone: 01939 235 944
10b High Street

Wem
Shropshire
SY4 5AA

The Old Rectory Hotel is a real haven of
comfort and style, where individually styled
rooms, home grown produce and friendly

professional staffs are part of the experience.

Weddings, Functions,
Christenings and Parties.

For bookings, enquiries and Special offers

Tel: 01939 233233

Lowe Hill Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5UA
Or visit www.oldrectorywem.co.uk

Small is beautiful &
style is everything

J
Only £10.00 per month

Includes
1 Dental Examination per year

3 Hygienist visits
All X-rays

35% Discount of all fillings
Holiday & Out of Hours Insurance + More

Tel. 01939 232864
www.spadental.co.uk/wem

wem@spadental.co.uk
16 Chapel Street, Wem, SY4 5ER
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Fast efficient service for your Letters/
Reports/Assignments
A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on
content and letters of application
Data Entry
Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600
valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk

PIANO, KEYBOARD,
SAXOPHONE AND

MUSIC THEORY
LESSONS.

19 years teaching experience.
100% exam pass rate.

Teaching 6 to 18 year olds in
Shawbury & Wem.

£11 per 30min one to one lesson.
CRB Checked.

References available.

WEM TRAVEL

Private Hire
Friendly Lady driver
17yrs Experience

Local Work
Shopping etc

Pre-Book

01939 233673
07971 291928

102 Lowe Hill Road Wem SY4 5UT

THE OLD POST OFFICE
25 High Street, Wem. Telephone -

Recently Refurbished Pub.
Serving locally sourced real ales,

Lagers & Spirits.

Friendly & Welcoming Staff.

Lunch Served:
Sunday Carvery 12-3pm

Weekend evening Entertainment

FUNCTION ROOM TO HIRE
PARTIES-MEETINGS-WEDDINGS-WAKES

Call in to see Noeline, Guy & Jackie.
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H
illc

op Bank

Set in the beautiful North Shropshire
countryside we have nine purpose

built kennels for the more pampered
pooch. All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm
Aston Road

Wem
Shrewsbury

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07762 188425

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygeinists

Mrs S Singh BDS
Mr D Singh BDS
Dental care plans

available

Garden & home
Maintenance

For all your gardening and home
DIY jobs

· Grass cutting
· Hedges & fencing
· Borders dug & planted
· Painting & decorating
· All home & diy jobs

Phone steve pearce on
01939 234218

WEM
BOOKSHOP

Customer Orders
Book Tokens

81 High Street
Wem

Shropshire
SY4 5DR
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Vintage Allsorts
Full house clearance service

Garages, Lofts & Sheds cleared
We buy Antiques, Vintage Collectables, Jewllery, Silver, Militaria & Furniture.

4 Drawell House, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5DZ

07812 519663 01939 235072
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R.N. Wood Solutions
TOP QUALITY, AFFORDABLE AND CUSTOM

MADE GARDEN BUILDINGS SUCH AS:
GARDEN SHEDS, SUMMER HOUSES,

 AVIARIES, CHICKEN HOUSING,
DOG + CAT HOUSING

ORDER NOW ON:
01939 235985

www.rnwoodsolutions.co.uk
Unit E4, Wem Ind. Estate, Wem

Shropshire, SY4 5SO

IAN CLIFF
Lawnmower, Chainsaw
& Garden Machinery
Sales: Service : Repairs

Inc.

Wem Tool Hire
All types of professional &

DIY tools for hire

28a ASTON STREET, WEM
Tel: 234711

iancliff-gardenmachinery@spunwebs.net
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Charleston House Cruckmoor Lane Prees Green
Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 2BS

Tel: 01948 842 120 Fax: 01948 842 121
Email: hire@hawk-group.co.uk www.hawk-group.co.uk


