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20 Wemsbrook Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AH.

Tel: Beccy Ahmad: 01939 232723 / 07791509072
www.stablesdaycarenursery.co.uk

Also available:

Creche facility in the baby unit for all mums in need of a
little ‘ME’ time.

Extended nursery hours available 7am -7pm by
arrangement.

Funded only sessions of 18 hours per week for 2 and 3
year olds.

Breakfast, after school, and holiday club for children 5-8
years old at Stables.

Swimming lessons, forest school, yoga and cooking.

from 3 months to 5 years
Guaranteed giggles!

Stables Day Care Nursery &

after school
and holiday
club, for 8 to
16s. Based at
Thomas Adams

• Collections now
available from St
Peters and
Newtown School

• a warm and safe
place to go

• a hot drink
• games
• outdoor space
• homework help
• friendly supervision

until 6pm
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EDITORS
Andy and Sally Wood

DESIGN EDITOR
Jill Brace

TREASURER
Alex Williamson

CHURCHES & SOCIETIES
Peter Turner - 01939 236683

editor@thewemian.co.uk
design@thewemian.co.uk
treasurer@thewemian.co.uk
adverts@thewemian.co.uk
articles@thewemian.co.uk

The
Please send articles by email to

articles@thewemian.co.uk

Wemian

NEW WEBSITE - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Keep an eye on our homepage for the all new Wemian website:

www.thewemian.co.uk
Let us know what sort of thing you would like to see on the website by

contacting Phil Moyse, the website editor:

webmaster@thewemian.co.uk

Disclaimer:
The articles and images available in The Wemian Magazine and associated Facebook Page are for informational purposes only. The opinions
expressed at or through The Wemian Magazine and associated Facebook Page and Twitter account are the opinions of the individual author
and may not reflect the opinions of The Wemian or any individual Wemian Volunteer. Businesses, Products, Services, Societies, Clubs,
Churches, Organisations, Meetings and Events advertised within The Wemian are not necessarily endorsed or recommended by The Wemian.
Unless otherwise notified The Wemian will appear on www.thewemian.co.uk as a pdf file exactly as it appears in printed form.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES

NEW

WINTER EDITION
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES

10th OCTOBER 2015

THANKS TO RICHARD FROM
www.activecomp.co.uk

FOR HOSTING THE WEBSITE

THANKS TO OUR PRINTERS
www.cheapleaflets.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter

@TheWemian
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Editorial
This is our first editorial and we would like to take the opportunity to thank the
outgoing members of The Wemian team for all their hard work and dedication over
the years.  It couldn’t have happened without you.  We would also like to thank the
members of the team who have stayed in post for their continuing valuable contri-
butions.

The Wemian team sees new members Andy and Sally Wood (Editors), Jill Brace
(Design Editor), Phil Moyse (Website Editor) and Bob Dibben (Finance).  There have
been a few changes with regard to contact details.  Check out the new email
addresses on page 3.

On July 1st 2015 we went along to the AGM to offer some support to The Wemian
as we see it is a valuable addition to the life of Wem.  Little did we realise that we
would leave the meeting as the new editors!  In any case, the change in personnel
affords the chance to reflect on what works well and where we can perhaps make
some changes.  If you have any ideas about the way The Wemian is presented then
please let us know.  Your opinions are important to us and we would appreciate
some feedback.  Email: feedback@thewemian.co.uk and let us know what you think,
what you would like to see, what works well and what could be improved.

You may notice some changes that have already been made with the style of articles
and the addition of some puzzles.  We are always on the look out for interesting facts,
stories and articles about Wem, its residents past and present and the surrounding
area.  Please do get in touch and let us know.  If you don’t want to write the article
yourself we can do this for you as long as you supply the information!

We are honoured to be associated with The Wemian and look forward to continuing
its tradition as a great community magazine.

Andy & Sally Wood
Editors

editor@thewemian.co.uk
feedback@thewemian.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter

@TheWemian



5

The fantastic Wem Carnival will soon be upon us and we hope that the Carnival
spirit has started and ideas are forming within the Community for those of you who
will be supporting us by taking part.  We have a new category this year for the floats:
“Best Newcomer” which we hope will encourage anyone new to enter and hopefully
win themselves some money, a cup and free entry for 2 years.

Everyone is welcome to enter a decorated lorry, motorized vehicle, bike, pram ...
whatever you have got really or enter in walking fancy dress of any sort.  There is
no theme so you can let your imagination run wild.  The floats are judged en route
and the fancy dress on the Carnival field immediately after the parade in the
afternoon.  There is a competition for Best Decorated Pub, Best Decorated Street
and Best Decorated Shop Window so get those flags out!

The parade will be led by our Mayor John Murray and our Carnival Queen, Amelia
Coates, and her Princesses, Holly Scane and Meah Perry, and Attendants.  We
have once again secured the company of some of the top marching bands in the
country, as well as the ever popular Oldham Pipers.  North East Wales Dance
Association will also be bringing along numerous dance troupes once again.

The Carnival Field by the sports club at Bowensfield is open at 11.00am and is the
best place to go for a fun-filled afternoon.  Admission is by kind donation.   More
details of entertainment on the carnival field can be found on our new look website
www.wemcarnival.co.uk, designed by one of our younger Committee members Carl
Jones – it’s really worth a look.

‘Guess The Odd Article’ in the shop window will once again take place the week
before the carnival and we have Helen from Seasons to thank for organising this
and raising money towards carnival funds.  There is a prize of £10 and forms will
cost £1 from Seasons Florists.

Carnival programmes are being printed a little earlier this time and will be
available from the Town Hall.  Thank you to all who have supported us by taking
out an advert.

Further information can be obtained via the website contact form or Sue Holliday
for stalls and general enquiries on 01939 232547 and Louise Green for Parade
enquiries on 01939 236150.  Anyone interested in joining the Committee or helping
on the day in any way can contact us – you will be very welcome.

All that remains to say is “Come along and enjoy the day!”
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Wem Cricket Club
Our club has an amazing loyal core of volunteers who work tirelessly to make sure
the club runs smoothly and continues to provide cricket for our teams. As with many
amateur clubs, that core of volunteers is surprisingly small and most have been
associated with the club for many years. It is vitally important for the future of the
club that some of those who play, or who have children who play at the club, actively
participate in the running of the club, whether on the committee, helping with junior
coaching or even by running a single project or initiative.

This quarter’s article highlights a scheme that the club has been using for some
years now to reward young members (aged 16-25) for any voluntary work that they
carry out which benefits the club. The scheme is run by the English Cricket Board
(ECB) and a national charity who have teamed together to reward young people for
making a positive contribution to the development of grass roots cricket. Each hour
that is worked within ‘vCricket’ is recorded, and authorized by a senior member of
the club. When 25 hours of volunteering within the community have been reached,
participants receive a certificate of recognition and a vCricket polo shirt; for 50
hours, a certificate and a vCricket hooded top and for 100 hours, a certificate and a
limited edition ECB silver pin badge. The youngster’s work obviously benefits the
club, but in return valuable experience of skills which can be used to their advantage
in the future is gained. The recruitment agency Reed/Timebank reports that 73% of
employers would rather employ someone with voluntary experience than someone
without.

Anyone wishing to find out more about helping at Wem Cricket Club can contact
us by email at wemcc@hotmail.co.uk, visiting our website www.wemcricketclub.co.uk
or by phoning the Clubhouse during opening hours on (01939) 234680.

Graham Furber

Wem CC dates for the diary
September

4th   Cheese and Wine (2pm)

13th ‘Dads v Lads’ challenge match (2pm)

19th Final League match weekend.

26th End of season ground work day (10am)

October

30th Golf Day

November

13th Bingo night (7:30pm)
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Forthcoming Events in 2015:

Tuesday September 15th: Francis Frith, Victorian photographer by Dorothy Nicolle.

Saturday September 26th: Wem Harvest Market.

Monday September 28th: Harvest Market Supper at The Castle, Wem.

Tuesday October 20th: African evening.

Tuesday November 17th: Memories of a bygone era by Idris Evans.

Tuesday December 15th: Christmas Social.

General Meetings start at 7.30pm in Wem Senior Club on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month unless otherwise stated.

Events in the last quarter:
Barn owners should not become nervous if they find that people are staring at old
barns on their property. The likelihood is that they are WCS members enthused by
a talk given by Dr Nigel Baker on ‘Old Farmyards of Shropshire’, who showed that
plain and deceptively boring exteriors can reveal fascinating interiors.   This was a
well illustrated and expertly delivered lecture and never have old buildings and their
structures been so absorbing,.

The society’s annual ‘away-day’ in June was an evening tour of St. Mary’s, Ellesmere
led by the Revd. Philip Edge. The Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a Grade I
listed building with a rich and long history. Members wished that they could have
spent longer hearing the story of the church. This was followed by a meal at the Red
Lion, also in Ellesmere.

Wem War Memorial Project group:
The first meeting of the group has been held. Members of the group include the
Revd. Nick Heron (St Peter & St Paul’s Church), Richard Hewatt-Jaboor (Architect),
town councillors, David Boddy, Corinne Granger and Chris Mellings, Christine
Saxton and Dorothy Young (Wem British Legion) and Oliver & Shelagh Richardson
(Wem Civic Society). Anyone wishing to become involved with the project or wanting
more information should contact the Civic Society.

If you are interested in joining Wem Civic Society, (annual membership is £9 or you
can come to our meetings as a guest for £2) or wish to help with our projects, please
contact 01939 235443 or e-mail wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk for further information.

Wem Civic Society
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BROCK- Tractors
Brock is orientated towards the living natural world so this article makes a change!
An essential part of farming is the requirement for haulage power units. 250 years
ago, the war horse, Shires mainly, were brought onto farms as a consequence of
the heavier, but more efficient, implements that came about because of the Industri-
al Revolution. It would be over 100 years later before the Farm Tractor emerged
and 150 years before the heavy horse was no longer required.
The first Tractors were a derivative of the Traction Engine, powered by steam, and
used mainly for haulage and winching big ploughs. Soon after, from the USA, came
the gasoline engine (petrol to us)! which meant a smaller, lighter power unit which
could be used for field cultivation work. But they were still slow and clumsy. We had
a Saunderson, post WWI, and luckily the man who operated it, Bill Beddoes, had
an engineering mindset; most of the farm staff in those days had only handled
animals and were not too keen to get involved with mobile machinery! The horse
was still more reliable! It took the genius of Henry Ford and Harry Ferguson to
develop the tractor to a level on which the present day
machine is based. Pneumatic tyres at last! Henry brought
in lighter weight, manoeuvrability and mass production,
the famous Fordson was born. Harry developed hydraulic
power for a three point linkage arrangement so that
implements could be lifted and lowered followed by the
automatic pick up hitch for connecting to trailers and
towed machinery. A third major development was the
power take off shaft (pto), geared from the tractor’s trans-
mission.  This gave vastly more power to drive cultivation
equipment, manure and fertilizer spreaders and fixed barn machinery. The tractor
big belt pulley was no longer needed.
On my farm during WW2,  the tractor was a godsend.  The UK demand for home
grown food meant a lot of ploughing, cultivating and harvesting of crops. Our
Standard Fordson was the workhorse. It was a bugger to start though! A big
winding handle had to be turned by hand and it could kick back at you as the
compression built up. I used to hear swearing on occasions! Petrol was used to start
the engine then once going you switched to TVO (tractor-vapourising oil ), a kind
of paraffin or kerosene which was much cheaper to run. As a youngster I helped the
farm staff at harvest time by driving the Standard Fordson between the rows of corn
stooks whilst the men loaded up the trailers with pitchforks. The seat was wonder-
fully sprung with a large piece of spring-steel, the accelerator was a serrated tooth
pull/push lever and there were the memorable smells of heat, boiled water and
burnt oil.
In the early 1950s we acquired two new tractors, a little Grey Ferguson and a
Fordson Major. What a difference! At last we had hydraulic power, pto power and
diesel engines started by a battery and starter motor. The early 1960s brought
progression with the acquisition of a David Brown to which was attached a fore end.
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Do you wish to improve your job prospects, help your children with their school work,
or just for the fun of learning?

FREE Maths & English courses leading to a nationally recognised qualification to start
in Wem, week beginning 7th September.

Contact: e-mail k.edwards@nsc.ac.uk  Telephone: 01691 688083 at North Shropshire
College for your nearest location and to register your interest in enrolling.

Spool valves gave external hydraulic power at this
time too. What we still had not got was weather
protection; out in the fields in wintertime you needed
heavy coats, oilskins, balaclavas and gloves!  But by
the 1970s a Lambourne cab was fitted to our Massey
Ferguson 135, a pretty little tractor whose bonnet I
would polish with Simoniz wax. Trouble was it was
noisier than a cabless tractor! That was addressed by
the manufacturers with the roll over safety regulations
and sound insulation.
In the 1980s came four-wheel drive.  We bought a Ford 7840 SLE ten years on.
Our first big tractor, giving us superior traction, a six-cylinder engine and selecto-
matic gearbox and a radio! A tractor destined to be a classic. Present day tractors
are very sophisticated with their huge range of semi- or fully-automatic transmis-
sions; electronic wizardry now proliferates, the inside of the super quiet cab with a
forward and reverse gear switch lever being particularly useful. On board comput-
ers give you aid to working out areas of fields to be covered at certain speeds and
track widths and now GPS signals give unbelievable accuracy to field operations!
A tractor can be controlled hands free!
Technology and man’s ingenuity is amazing. The tractor has revolutionised farming.

-BROCK

WEM YOUNG FARMERS CLUB
  A club for young people aged 13-26, run by members for members.

  A great way to get out and meet new people through various socials, visits, trips and dances!

We meet alternate Mondays, 7.30pm at the Conservative Club on Noble Street, Wem.

  For more information contact Jen Lokier: 07487 718984

NEW MEMBERS EVENING!

Our new members evening is on Tuesday 6th October 2015 at Prees Cricket Club, 7.30pm. Come along and see what we’re about!
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The Joy of……. is a new regular feature that highlights pastimes and interests that
you may not have heard of or thought about.  The first one is about ‘Geocaching’.

What is it?
It is an activity in which an item, or a container holding a number of items, is hidden
at a particular location for GPS users to find by means of coordinates posted on
the Internet.  It’s more than a game but less than a sport.  There are millions hidden
all over the word, maybe there is one near you right now?

What do I need?
You need a GPS receiver or smart phone and access to the internet.  It’s free to join
in by creating an account at www.geocaching.com. You have to create a username,
we are ‘Heidi Seekers’.  Other local cachers include RyanKateBen25, Chocolate
Lundi, M.J.As, ddelms, Windmillseekers, Railway Folk, Sir BFG, Wild Goosey, lacon
lover, Miss ppurple, the list goes on… You may need to buy a GPS device if you don’t
have a GPS-enabled smart phone.  An entry level GPS costs around £60 new but
can be found for less on well-known auction sites.

How does it work?
You get the coordinates for a cache via the website/phone app.  You then navigate
to the coordinates using your GPS / smartphone and find the cache container.  The
container will have a logbook that you sign to prove your visit and may also have
some trinkets and small swappable items for children.  You then log the details of
your find on the website where you can track your progress, review the list of found
caches etc.  Some caches are really well hidden and you will need keen observa-
tional skills and sometimes you may need a hint to find them!

Why would I want to do this?
It’s fun, challenging, amusing, educational and gets you out of the house.  It’s aimed
at all ages and can be done on your own or in a group.  You will meet new friends
and it will take you to places that you never knew existed.  There are frequent
geocaching events where you can meet others and swap geochat.  It will quite
possibly take over your life if you aren’t careful!  Whilst the initial set up cost may
seem expensive, a day’s entertainment will cost you just the price of transport.  We
started caching in 2011 and found our very first cache in Wem, since then we have
found over 4000 in 7 different countries.

Further information: www.geocaching.com or email: heidiseekers@gmail.com

Do you have an interesting or unusual hobby or pastime?  Please
email your ‘Joy of …’ contributions to us: articles@thewemian.co.uk

The Joy of ….. Geocaching
by Heidi Seekers
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BRITISH FOOD FORTNIGHT IN WEM

Saturday September 19th – Sunday October 4th 2015

‘British Food Fortnight’ is here again!  It is a national event held at the same time

as the Harvest Festival, the traditional time for celebrating our food.  The 6th Wem

Harvest Market (Wem Combine Harvesters) is on Saturday 26th September will
form part of Wem’s contribution.  The market will have over 40 stalls in the Senior
Club and the Town Hall. As well as food and drink, there will be crafts and plants.
There will be many of the popular regulars such as Commonwood Vineyard,
Battlefield Farm Shop, Berriew Cider, MJJwoodcraft, Wemian Crafts as well as stall
holders new to Wem. There will also be baked goods, chocolates, honey, preserves,
plants, textile crafts and much more.

The Harvest Market Supper will be on Monday 28th September in The Castle.
This event among other local events across Britain will be listed on the national
website.

The Apple Exchange will take place again. Berriew Cider takes surplus apples
collected by Wem Combine Harvesters and turns them into Wem Apple Juice. The
apple juice will be sold and the profits will go to the Wem War Memorial Fund.
Berriew only charges for the cost of production and takes no profit. Volunteers are
needed, both to offer and pick apples.  If you are interested in helping, please phone
01939 233754 or 01939 235556.

Some Wem traders will also be taking part. Keep a look out for our publicity as
more information becomes available and events are confirmed.

Any local traders wanting further information should contact the Wem Combine
Harvesters: tel: 01939 235443; e-mail: wemharvest@yahoo.co.uk or website:
www.wemlocal.org.uk.

The Wem Combine Harvesters is an umbrella group made up of Wem Civic
Society, Wem & District Garden Club and Wem Transition Town Initiative.
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The Women’s Institute - 100 years old!

The WI was founded in 1897 at Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada, as a branch of the
Farmer's Institute.  They were supported by Ontario government who appointed
Laura Rose to be the first organiser in 1899.  The movement brought women from
isolated communities together and offered training in home economics, child care
and those aspects of farming that were traditionally done by women, such as poultry
keeping and small farm animal husbandry.

The Women's Institute movement in Britain started in 1915.  During the First World
War, it was formed to encourage countrywomen to get involved in growing and
preserving food to help to increase the supply of food to the war-torn nation and it
came under the auspices of the Agricultural Organisation Society.  The first WI to
meet was at Llanfair PG, on Anglesey, North Wales on September 16th 1915, and
the first WI in England was Singleton WI in Sussex.  By 1920 there were more than
2000 Institutes, meeting in rural areas.

Even from these humble beginnings, the WI was determined to make a mark. From
its earliest days, the WI has campaigned for better and fairer conditions for, not just
women, but for those who they felt were not represented.  Over the past 100 years,
WI members have campaigned to empower and support women within society,
exerting their individual and collective influence; brought a series of controversial
issues into the public domain; and brought about many changes in legislation and
government policy.  Even in the 1920s the WI lobbied for probation officers for
young offenders, for more women to do jury service, for an increase in the number
of women police officers, as well as campaigning for World Peace and for less
pollution of the seas!  Just in the past 5 years, resolutions debated at each Institute
and at National level, have resulted in campaigns to support local High Streets, to
Love your Libraries and nationally, they have lobbied MPs for more midwives and
highlighted the need for more organ donation and transplants.  The WI was
recognised as a campaigning force by Tony Blair when, as Prime Minister, he
addressed the WI National AGM stating:

‘You are a very powerful force for good in our country... from domestic
 violence to women's pay; from venereal disease in the 1920s to AIDS in
 the 1980s. That is a great tribute to the depth of your compassion, your
 fearlessness in tackling hard issues and the energy with which you

Further  the cause of not just women but British society.’

But the WI hasn't and isn't just about campaigning to right injustices.  It is also about
making jam and cakes, enjoying crafts, hearing about all manner of interests and
experiences, going on visits, learning new things, (perhaps making a nude calendar)
and most of all making new friends.  It’s true that many WIs have folded over the
years, but just as many are starting, including branches of ‘WI Lite’, which bring a
more modern outlook to the WI, especially for younger members.
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Those pioneering WI members of a hundred years ago, would have had no idea
that, what started so modestly in a small village on Anglesey, would be recognised
as an integral part of a modern Britain.  Hopefully, the Women’s Institute will
continue to embrace change and technology, challenge injustices and entertain and
educate women for another one hundred years.

Wem WI was founded in 1926, so will be 90 years old next year.  We are hoping to
do our own celebrations and donate something memorable to the community.  A
more detailed history of your local Institute will be in a later edition.

Robert Hill and Noble Street Charity

A short history of the Charity was written for the Wemian last year with a request
for local organisations to apply to the trustees for a small grant.  However, the
Trustees received only a few requests and it is hoped that this year, there will be
more applications.  The income of the Trust is modest, and the Trustees have, over
the years, given small grants to various organisations, such as the Scouting
organisation, North Salop Wheelers, Wem ADOS, children’s groups from local
Churches, youth and playgroups in the town, all of which provide some form of
religious, educational and welfare benefits for the children and people of Wem.  If
any organisation or individual wishes to make an application to the Trust, they

should do so by 31st October 2015, setting out what the grant would be used for.
Applications from organisations and individuals previously supported and new
ones, should be submitted to me, as the Chairman of the Trust, at 18 Summerfield
Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5BW.

Rod Owens, Chairman of the Robert Hill and Noble Street Charity

Quaker Week
5th - 10th October 2015

Anyone wishing to know more about the Quaker way,
please come to an Open Day on Saturday 10th October
from 2 - 5 pm, at Rose Cottage, 30 Chapel Street, Wem.

Tea and Cakes provided

Contact: Terry Hobday on 01939 234082 for further details
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WEM IN WARTIME
                                           By John Dromgool

The more I write, read, hear and reflect on Operation Pied Piper – the Govern-
ment-directed mass evacuation of millions of vulnerable children from bomb-
threatened cities between 1939 and 1945 – the more I believe us youngsters
from that World War 2 period had much to be thankful for.

As issues of The Wemian have revealed in my story of my family’s enforced
move from Liverpool to Wem in the first year or two of hostilities, we had a
bleak time regarding billets and being broken up as a family, with our widowed
Mum the main “victim” of some terrible upheaval. But on reflection,  so much of
what was bad passed us by, certainly in my case as a five-, six-, seven-year old.
I don’t deny that the whole war-time business left its mark – and, like I have
written so many times in the recent past – it changed my life.  For better? For
worse?  As they say, the jury’s still out on this.

As regular readers will be aware, I found great comfort and made some lasting
friends as we all congregated  in rain, snow and sunshine, for football, cricket,
rounders - you name it, we played it! - on the local Recreation Ground.
However, like some parallel universe, there was at least another centre of
interest to capture the imagination; it was Aston Park in Soulton Road, which
at the time was starting to evolve into something quite different from a large
private house with extensive grounds.

But what I want to concentrate on is its war-time role as a U.S Forces
camp/depot, which over time became a community in its own right, peopled in
the first instance by more than 1,500 American GIs – a name for soldiers from
across the Atlantic derived from the words “government (or general) issue.”  I
have earlier written of how these troops were kind to locals with their gifts of
sweets and chewing gum, their Camel cigarettes and running dances at Aston
Park for townspeople.  They were also in the habit of providing some dramatic
moments, usually in their heavy transporters, on one occasion demolishing
railings in Soulton Road and almost coming to rest on the Shrewsbury-Crewe
railway line.  Another time one of their lorries was abandoned tilted at an
alarming angle on the junction of High Street with Mill Street, saved from
ending completely on its side only by one of Wem’s historic buildings – the
former baker’s and grocery shop giving its name to Tudor’s Corner.

It was as though our American guests were posting notice of intent when
working to establish Aston Park as a munitions and distribution depot by
“losing” a bulldozer!  It seems the machine simply sank and disappeared in the
soil never to be recovered!  However, read the Lower Lacon Caravan Park’s
website and you will see the incident did the holiday site a favour in that the
Americans, anxious to lose nothing else in such bizarre fashion, covered most
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of the parkland in hardcore up to three feet deep. The website says, “This
means we have never had to turn any customers away due to bad weather as
our pitches stay hard all the time.”

To return to earlier times: excitement in the war-time
community hit fever pitch when the local jungle telegraph
said that the GIs at Aston Park were hosting an exhibition
fight featuring unbeaten world heavyweight boxing cham-
pion 1937 to 1949 Joe Louis, who stood 6ft 2ins tall and
was billed as The Brown Bomber.  The news prompted
a virtual stampede to Lower Lacon as people sought
over-the-hedge vantage points to glimpse the distant
boxing ring.

Now, I have to admit, it was rather like looking through
the wrong end of a telescope, but the episode had some veracity because Louis,
who had enlisted in the U.S. forces in January 1942, was kept away from
frontline duties by becoming a member of the Special Services Division which
allowed him to go on celebrity tours of army bases and to fight exhibition bouts
with other notable boxers. In all he fought 96 exhibitions, including in England
in 1944, in front of two million soldiers.  I like to think that that faraway
Lowry-like matchstick figure was indeed The Brown Bomber and that I had
seen the greatest champion of his generation………

I am not too sure of the sequence of events, but I think Aston Park’s days as an
American depot were followed by a much changed role – as a German
prisoner-of-war camp (later still it was to become home to displaced Polish
personnel), one of 18 established in Shropshire during hostilities. I don’t claim
to have been witness to anything, but newspaper headlines of the day included
a story of how two German POWs rushed a camp guard in a bid for freedom,
only to be shot dead – this in May 1945 with only days of the war to go.

The dead soldiers were buried in the Whitchurch Road cemetery, their graves
being tended on behalf of the War Graves Commission until exhumation and
the transfer of bodies to the men’s German homeland, which happened in fairly
modern times.

I hope you can understand my devotion of space to the place of Aston Park in
Wem’s wartime story. Suffice to say in conclusion that its impact was consider-
able in so many ways, some aspects of which can still be seen.

Joe Louis

LINGEN DAVIES CANCER FUND
 AUTUMN FAYRE

 SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2015,  9 - 12 noon
 SENIOR CLUB, CHAPEL STREET, WEM

ADMISSION: 60p includes refreshments
Grand Raffle, Tombola, White Elephant, Nearly New, Books and CDs, Homemade

cakes and produce, gifts and lots more.
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WEM ADOS
As promised in the last edition, we performed The Farndale Avenue Housing
Estate Townswoman’s Guild Dramatic Society’s Production of “A Christmas
Carol”.  This was a fun production.  Even the programme had an insert where the
company apologised for the late production, (should have been in December!)
informing the audience that the delay was caused by an horrific accident, involving
27 supermarket trolleys, which left one of the cast severely injured, but she is now
performing in a neck brace.  This was the first smile brought to our faces, as the
evening wore on there were loud guffaws from the audiences as the plot got more
and more hilarious, the cast were confused, the props people were confused, all in
all we enjoyed a really fun night at the Stage Door.  As our friend Pat Haycock said
in her comments, “Getting it right to get it wrong should not be underestimated!”
And a comment overheard was “Ooh that were good weren’t it?”  The Director,
Michael Howell must have been well pleased with this his first, hopefully not his
last, venture for Wem ADOS.
The cast list: Sue Udy, Tess Barclay, Jackie Schupp, Andy Jones, Helen Jones,
Charlie Jones, Kate Jones, Syddie Barclay, Alan Smithee, George Spelvin, Walter
Plinge and Davina Agnew.  The on-stage crew:  Ciara Fox,  Grace Edge,  Carla
Fernandez,  Meg Ellison and Heather Simcock.  Backstage crew. Allen Crowe,
Spencer Radford, Kate Price,  Rosemary Fenn-Wiggin,  Judy Fox, Pat Williams, Sue
Simcock.  Guest Musical Director - Wendy Gonsalkorale, and the voice of Radio
Shropshire’s Eric Smith as himself.   I know I rabbit on about the family tradition
and connections but in this production Michael, our director, had daughters and
grandchildren taking part, also mothers and daughters, husbands and wives were
taking part.  Can you believe it?  (No, not all Michael’s!)   You can’t be more family
friendly than that.

The follow-on production of “Daniel” was a delight.  I sat enthralled by the great
enthusiasm and fun on the Wem stage. This production by John Roberts, assisted
by Tess Barclay and Lynn Pulford,  was a riot of colourful costumes, and wonderful
scenery, which was miraculously changed before our very eyes.  The youngest
group of the Stage Door Youth shows what a great future our society has.  So many
budding stars, how fortunate we are. (Although perhaps the dedication and hard
work of our team also have something to do with it!)  Here goes with the cast list:
Syddie Barclay, Louise Green, Poppy Jones, Oscar Edmonton, Clara Bray, Elliot
Long, Charlie Jones, Katie Jones, Alisha O’Rahilly, Sam Paul, Stacey Hose, Finnley
Edwards, Corwen Goodall, Elsa Marsh, Lucy Oakley, Francesca Appleby, Emily
Collins, Amelie Smith, Harriet Hanmer, Alice Coburn, Sophie Liley, Charles Marsh,
Macie Smith and Harriet Camber. The fantastic stage crew: Rosemary Fenn-
Wiggin, Jenny Colclough, Naomi Latham, Heather Simcock, Pat Williams, Boo
Latham, Spencer Radford, Allen Crowe, Sue Simcock, Andy Jones, Jack Roberts,
Judy Fox.
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Still performing in the Stanier Hall in 1999, our first full three act play of the year
“Run For Your Wife” received great accolades for our audiences. I am cheating here,
I’m quoting our local play critic of the time, John Dromgool, (sorry John, hope this
is not copyright!)  “Cheeky production pulls in the crowds. It was one of those plays
affording individual members of the cast their few minutes of glory in the spotlight,
and no-one was in any mood or lacking any form not to grab the opportunity.  Steve
Tudor continued to reveal a versatile, adaptable streak, he was given spontaneous
applause several times which was deserved confirmation of his arrival on the Wem
stage scene. Julie Blake, Lynn Pulford, Clive Singleton, Dickie Walker, Geoff Smith,
Sue Udy, Bob Udy, all the players could have stolen the show, but honours went
around and were evenly shared. It truly was an enjoyable outrageous comedy,
Directed by Margaret Simmons.”  I was very well supported by The Stage Crew:
Colin Simmons, Rosemary Fenn-Wiggin, Kieran Dawson, Jon Quayle, Ann Jeffery,
Derek Tommy, Jenny Colclough, Lyn Hinton and Hazel Tudor.  A very happy
production enjoyed by all.

I can’t close this without saying a very sincere thank you to Linda Etherington, and
all her team.  Linda particularly has been so helpful and understanding to me as I
have ‘blundered’ my way through this modern technology.  Thank you Linda, I hope
you enjoy your time to be yourself.

Till next time,  As ever, Margaret.

Christmas ‘Tinsel’ Market
Wem Methodist Church

Aston Street, Wem
Saturday 28th November 2015

10am -12:30pm

Usual Stalls
Sausage & Bacon Baps

Admission £1
(Children Free)

To include coffee and mince pie
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GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND
XMAS FAYRE

SATURDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2015, 9am - 12 noon

At SENIOR CLUB, CHAPEL STREET, WEM

ADMISSION: 60P INCLUDES REFRESHMENTS

We will have the Guide Dogs joining us
Also Grand Raffle, Tombola, White Elephant, Cakes and Produce,
Gift Stalls, hand-crafted cards, Guide Dog Merchandise, and lots

more.

Everyone welcome and bring a friend!

Brave Older Adults of Wem and District
The title may seem to be a bit over the top but I have every admiration of those
older adults who are attempting to come to terms with modern technology.  It
can be frustrating, yet their determination shines through and they are delighted
when they can email their children or grandchildren, talk to family on
Skype/FaceTime, do their shopping online, get onto Facebook etc.

The GOAL team runs free computer classes at Edinburgh House and has had
to change things drastically as more and more people come for lessons on
how to use iPads/tablets.  Things are changing so fast that we find that we are
also learning, as every tablet works slightly differently.  Thankfully we have a
new tutor, Bob Dibben, who has been terrific.

The classes, which run on Tuesdays, are so popular that we have
had to add another session from 12 to 1pm.  We do, however,
need more volunteers to help, so if you are confident on a
computer/laptop/tablet, want to join a friendly team and think you
can help us,  please give me a ring.  I would be delighted to hear
from you.  There is a very good syllabus online which we follow called Learn
my Way.  Give it a look and have a go!

There is a waiting list for the lessons but you are welcome to come along and
have a chat with us and see how we work.

Phil Moyse MBE
GOAL chairman
01939 233533
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WEM WALKERS
This local walking group was set up in 1978, its objectives being to promote
enjoyment of the countryside and encourage the healthy activity of walking, and is
still very active today.  Our programme comprises two Sunday walks each month of
approximately 4 to 6 miles, usually within a twenty mile radius of Wem. The
occasional longer walk in the Welsh Borders or Cheshire takes place, where a
morning start may be necessary.

We meet at the Wem Sports & Social Club car park at 1.30 pm, or at the beginning
of the walk, whichever is best for you.  Non-members are very welcome to join any
of our walks.

Wem Walkers AGM takes place in April, and in October there is a social evening
which comprises a buffet with a talk by a visiting speaker. In December, a Christmas
walk is organised, followed by a lunch at a suitable venue.

Details of the following walks are to be finalised
The following dates are set, but details to be finalised,

Sept 6th Bicton, Shrewsbury,

Sept 20th, Oct 4th Pradoe, West Felton, Oct 18th Ryton XI Towns, Nov 1st, Nov 15th.

For more information contact,  Tony 01948 841264 or Gayle 01939 232120

Sudoku The Lion and the Unicorn
Alice came across a lion and a unicorn in a
forest of forgetfulness.  The lion lies every
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and the
other days he speaks the truth.  The unicorn
lies on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, and
the other days of the week he speaks the truth.
Lion: Yesterday I was lying.
Unicorn: So was I.

Solutions to all puzzles will appear on the website
in due course:

www.thewemian.co.uk

6 3
3 9 5 7 6

1 8 9
1

9 2 8 7
5 7

2 9
5 8 7 4 3

1
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As I write this report on a sunny afternoon in June, in time
for the deadline for the autumn edition of The Wemian, it is
difficult to be thinking ahead to November and Remem-
brance time. But, with the way time seems to fly past, no
doubt it will soon be upon us and I am sure that I will once
again be able to rely on the people of Wem and the sur-
rounding areas to be generous in their support for the Poppy
Appeal.

At this time, our total for the 2014 Appeal stands at £7696.47, and I remain hopeful
of reaching my target of £8000 by the end of September, which is the end of the
accounting year. In April, I was informed that Shropshire’s total stands at £415,000,
an outstanding 8% increase on last year’s overall total, with still six months of the
2014 appeal to go. Nationally, just over £43 million has been raised, which repre-
sents an increase of nearly 16% on the previous year at this time.  This is an
unbelievable achievement and has set a new Poppy Appeal record.

The Wem Branch of the RBL continues to take part in various events in Wem
throughout the year. We have a stand at The Sweet Pea Show, at the Carnival and
the Christmas Festival, where we are pleased to meet members of the public and
provide information on how the RBL is supporting our veterans and serving
members of The Armed Forces. Come Remembrance time, I hope you will be able
to support the Poppy Appeal. Thanks to your generosity, the RBL can continue to
provide much-needed support to the many thousands who call on them in their
hour of need. Currently, £1.4 million is spent per week on welfare services.

WEM MILLENNIUM GREEN

AUTUMN TIDY

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER - 9.30 – 12.00pm.

COME AND JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE GREEN
TO TIDY THE GARDEN FOR WINTER.

YOU NEED YOUR GLOVES.   WE WILL PROVIDE EQUIPMENT.
REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

Poppy Appeal
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Wem and District Garden Club
Wem Summer Show

Wem & District Garden Club 70th Year Flower, Vegetable, Fruit, Domestic and
Handicraft Show

Saturday 12th of September 2015
Butler Sports and Social Club, Bowens Field, Wem.

Staging: 8am-10.45am  Judging: 11am-1pm
Open to the public: 1.30pm-4pm

Admission: 20p,
Free Parking on adjacent Car Park

Refreshments, Raffle, Cake and Plant Stall.
The Wem Garden Club invites you to exhibit in the 70th Year Summer Show, with
a wide range of classes to suit all ages and abilities.  There is something for
everyone.  Classes include Chrysanthemums, Dahlia, Floral Decoration, Pot Plants,
Cookery, Wine, plus many more. We also have fun and creative projects for children
of all ages.

Schedules available from Treacle Mine or Mr Peter Jenkins, Station Road, Wem.
Further details contact Peter or Angela: 01939 232949

………………………………………………………………………………..
MEETINGS
15th October 2015
This evening we have Reaseheath’s Master of Horticulture, Mr Harry Delaney
joining us to discuss the growing of soft fruits. So whether you are new to growing
your own or looking to improve your skills, come along to get plenty of tips and
advice.  Evening will include Refreshments, Raffle, “A flower from my garden”
competition and Sales Table.

………………………………………………………………………………..

19th November 2015
Tonight we have the Rt Hon Lord Kenyon joining us to share his vast knowledge
on the Flora and Fauna of Tibet.  With such a rich and diverse country that contains
an abundance of rare plants and endangered animals, its sure to be an interesting
evening.
Refreshments, Raffle, “A flower from my garden” competition and Sales table.

…………………………………………………………………………………..
17th December 2015
Tonight we hold our social Evening, which gives us time to catch up with friends
both old and new. Enjoy a relaxed gathering with light buffet and maybe a mince
pie or two.   Members 50p and Non-members £2 all are welcome.

…………………………………………………………………………………..
Meetings start at 7.30 pm and are held at the Senior Club, Chapel Street, Wem.  All
welcome Members 50p, Non members £2 on the door.
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           If any details on this page are incorrect please contact Peter Turner 01939 236683

SOCIETY DAY FREQUENCY TIME
A.D.O.S. Committee Meeting 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm

ART SOCIETY TUES Weekly 2-4pm

BEAVERS                             Weekly Term Time   MON. 4.30pm - 5.30pm and 5.45pm - 6.45pm

BINGO WED Weekly 2-4pm

BOWLING CLUB Regular

BROWNIES TUES Weekly Term-Time 5.30-6.45pm

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL As and when needed

CIVIC SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday of Month 7.30pm
CLIVE FRIENDLY BRIDGE CLUB TUES 2pm-4pm  & WED  7.30pm-10pm

CLIVE non-league BOWLING CLUB                                        Phone for days and times

COMMUNITY CHOIR TUES Weekly 7.30pm

CONSERVATIVE ASSOC’ Call for information

CONSERVATIVE SNOOKER CLUB Week nights 7pm

CUBS                 Weekly Term Time  WED 5.45pm - 7.15pm  and THURS. 5.30pm - 7pm

FLOWER CLUB 2nd Thursday of Month 2.30pm

FREE MASONS (Roden Lodge) 3rd Mondays Sept to April 6.30pm

GARDEN CLUB - WEM & DISTRICT 3rd Thursday of Month 7.30pm
GOAL (Getting Older Adults on Line) TUES Weekly             9.30am - 1.00pm

GUIDES TUES Weekly Term-Time 7-9pm

JUBILEE SENIOR BAND FRI Weekly 7.30-9.30pm

JUBILEE JUNIOR BAND MON Weekly 6 - 8pm

ODDFELLOWS THUR Weekly 10am-12noon

PROBUS (LADIES) 2nd Thursday of Month 12.15 for 1pm

PROBUS (MEN) 1st Wednesday of Month 12.15 for 1pm

RNLI (WEM BRANCH) For information please phone

ROTARY CLUB MON Weekly, phone for times

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 2nd Wednesday of Month 7.30pm

SCOUTS WED Weekly Term-Time 7.30-9pm

SEQUENCE DANCERS WED Weekly 8pm
SEVERN ARTISTS WED Term Time 7 - 9pm

SWEET PEA SOCIETY As and When

TEA DANCERS 2nd Tuesday of Month 2.00-4.30pm
THE SATURDAY CLUB Monthly on a Saturday              2.00-4.00pm

TILSTOCK TODDLERS (0-5) MON Weekly Term-Time 1.30-3pm
WEM & DISTRICT U3A 1st Tuesday of Month 10.00am

WEM TENNIS CLUB MON, TUES & WED.  Weekly     6.30pm

WEM WALKERS SUN Call for details PM

WOMENS INSTITUTE 1st Tuesday of Month 7.30pm

YOUTH CLUB No information concerning days & times
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    If any details on this page are incorrect please contact Peter Turner on 01939 236683

PLACE CONTACT TELEPHONE
Stage Door, Aston Street Margaret Simmons 01939 232466

Wem Senior Club Rosemary Foster 01939 233352

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Sue Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703

Wem Senior Club

Wem Sports & Social Club (233287) Pat Davies 01939 233918

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Lorraine Manley 01939 234532

Wem Conservative Club Sue Holiday 01939 232547

Wem Conservative Club Liz Broomhall 01939 232573

Wem Senior Club.    Sheila Richardson (email; wemcivsoc@yahoo.co.uk) 01939 235443
Clive Village Hall James Dannatt 01939 236104

Behind Clive Hall, Clive.        For information please phone Roger Phillips 01939 220258

St Peter & St Paul's Parish Church, Wem Terry Hobday 01939 234082

Conservative Club.                                Peter Broomhall; 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Conservative Club                                 Peter Broomhall; 07885 837606 or 01939 232573

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Kate Williams 01939 234481

Wem Senior Club Barbara Healey 01939 232398

Masonic Rooms, Whitchurch Dudley Summerskill 01939 232221

Wem Senior Club. Web Page:-Wem Garden Club.Val Good 01948 840779 &  Mary Millington 01948 710328

Edinburgh House, New Street, Wem Phil Moyse 01939 233533

Scout/Guides HQ. Bowens Field Lorraine Manley 01939 234532

Band Room, Thomas Adams School Ray Edge 01939 232001

Band Room, Thomas Adams School. Aimee Hawke 01939 236527 or Clare Evans 01939 233758

1, Talbot Development, Wem Isabel Sherlock 01939 200673

United Services Club, Leek Street Carole Curphey 01939 234156

United Services Club, Leek Street Con Curphey 01939 234156

For information please phone Paul Rowlinson 01939 233779

Hawkstone Park Hotel Clare Harris 01691 610452

United Services Club, Leek Street Dorothy Young 01939 234136

Scout/Guides HQ Bowens Field Kevin Wainwright 07947 864205

Wem Sports & Social Club Vera Grocott 01939 233482
Prince William Court, Aston Road, Wem Sue McLeod 01939 233790

Phone for information. Show Manager; Karen Good 01948 840293   /  Val Good 01948 840779

Wem Sports & Social Club David Hayward 01939 232418
Wem Methodist Church. Please always phone Pat Davies for information  01948 880278

Tilstock Primary School Mrs Metcalfe 01948 880347
Wem Town Hall Daphne Smewing 01948 840733

Recreation Ground, Park Road, Wem, Peter Hughes 07905 845615 // Coach;Harrison 07415 507425

Various local walks.  Anthony Eccleston 01948 841264 / G.Brown(for times) 01939 232120

Wem Senior Club Alyson Owens 01939 232140

For any information please contact   Ian Cruise-Taylor 01630 684218
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CHURCHES IN WEM
Wem Methodist Church

Aston Street, Wem. Minister Rev. Neil Adams 01939 809239
  SAT  10-11.30am  Coffee Morning
  SUN  10.00am  Worship and Junior Church
  TUES  9.30am to 11.30am  Toddlers Plus (Please bring an adult)
  WED  2pm  Women's Fellowship - Fortnightly March-Dec
  FRI  7pm - 8.30pm  Shell Club (Children 7yrs+)

Our Lady's Roman Catholic Church
Leek Street, Wem. Parish Priest Rev. Patrick English 01691 622283

 Mass Times  Sat, 5.30pm.   Sun. 9.30am.

 Polish Mass  1st & 2nd Sunday of Month   6pm

 Weekday Mass  Wed. 10.30am.

 Coffee Morning  Last Tuesday of Month   10am-11.30am

The Religious Society of Friends 'Quakers'
Rose Cottage, Chapel Street, Wem. T. Hobday 01939 234082 // G Roper 01939 233754

  SUN   Worship (1st Sunday of Month) 7pm or 8pm  contact Terry Hobday

St Peter & St Paul's Parish Church, Wem
Parish Priest: Rev. Nick Heron  232550 // Hall bookings: Mrs Thelma Chilcott 234197

  SUN   8am   Holy Communion
  SUN   9.45am   The Eucharist (Family Eucharist 1st Sunday of Month
  Third SUNDAY of the Month,   6.00pm    Contemporary Service
  MON   4pm   Informal Prayer, Everyone Welcome
  MON 1.30pm-3pm   Baby & Toddler Group (Church Hall)
  SAT   10-12nn   Coffee Morning (Last Saturday in Month)
  WED   4pm Evening Prayer // Mothers Union on 1st Wednesday of month 2.15pm
  FRI   9.30am   Holy Communion

Wem Baptist Church
Chapel Street, Wem. Pastor: Rev. Al Simms 01939 768164

  1st SUN of Month.  10am Coffee.  10.30am Joint Service in Wem Town Hall
  Other
SUNDAYS

 10am & 6.30pm Services in Chapel Street, Wem
 10am  Service in The Cellar Church, Ellesmere

  MON 5.15-6.15pm  Dynamites   (Activities for children aged 4-6yrs)
  WED 9.30-11am  Tiddlywinks
  THU 10-12nn   Coffee Morning
  THU  6.00-7.30pm   Kidzown (for school years 1 - 6)
  FRI  7-9.30pm YP - For Young People aged 11-15 yrs
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EVENTS AT WEM LIBRARY
KNIT & NATTER Every Thursday at 10.30am. Share your love of
knitting/crocheting/crafts and make new friends!  Books available.

READING GROUP Meeting 3rd Tuesday of every month at 2.30pm.
Discuss and give your opinions of the current book of the month and
help to decide the next title to be read by the group!

BOOKSTART RHYME TIME AND STORY TIME Regular sessions first Friday of
every month from 2.15pm to 2.45pm.  Stories and fun rhyming activities for children
under 5 years!

JAKE’S TAKE Regular fun-filled interactive storytelling sessions by local Young
Storyteller of the Year Jake ‘Trick’ Evans.  Suitable for children 5 to 11 years.
Tickets £1.  Please call into the library for future dates!

CRAFT SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN Regular once-a-term themed
activities/craft sessions suitable for children 4 to 11 years.  Please call
into the library for future dates!

CARD MAKING CRAFT GROUP Meeting every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 10.30am
to design and make your own greeting cards.  Books available.

SCRABBLE GROUP Every Tuesday from 2.30pm.

JIGSAW DROP-IN Pop into our very informal jigsaw group and help us complete
our latest creation whilst making new friends at the same time!

Plus – a large selection of books to borrow (and selection of books for sale) and
DVDs available for all ages/interests.  Free computer/internet access – and free
in-branch access to the library edition of Ancestry!

Tea or coffee and biscuits available – 50p.

Call in to see us!  All welcome!

01939 236995      wem.library@shropshire.gov.uk

Closed Monday & Wednesday.  OPEN Tuesday 10am to 6pm, Thursday
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J PAGE LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

EST. 1975

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL

INSTALLATIONS

 01939 220520
07973 106188

Lisa Ward
By design

Now at Maypole Court

For your made to measure

Curtains &
Soft Furnishings
Tracks, Poles &
Haberdashery

Please Call in

01939 768030

www.sarahhillglass.co.uk
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SELF STORAGE on WEM
BUSINESS PARK

OFF NEW STREET
SECURE LOCKED CONTAINER STORAGE

RING JAYNE 07581 466102 or BARRY on 07860383939

● YOU HAVE YOUR OWN KEY.
● MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL TERMS.
● FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNITURE,
● HOME CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT.
● BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC.
● ALSO ‘CARAVAN STORAGE’ AVAILABLE.

www.robinsonandyoung.co.uk
CALL TODAY ON 01939 23500

or
07971 924851
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www.princestv.co.uk
sales@princestv.co.uk

38 High Street, Wem
01939 232845

Church Street, Prees
01948 840272 / 662228

Reassuringly local!

Smart & LED TVs
Aerial & satellite installations
Authorised Sky Digital dealer

Freeview & Freesat
Domestic appliance sales & delivery

Grindall’s
Of Wem

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

A BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
CONDUCTED WITH DEDICATION &

COMMITMENT BY THE ONLY INDEPENDENT
FOURTH GENERATION FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN WEM

PREPAID FUNERAL PLANS
 AVAILABLE

WEM 01939 233903

40 Aston Street, Wem

PLUMBER

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING
REPAIRS

AND
EMERGENCIES

CONTACT
DAVE MADDEN

01948710682
07500223912
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TONY MOSS
 MOTORCYCLES

Shropshire’s longest established dealership (over 35 years)

WE RIDE THEM, RACE THEM,
SELL THEM & SERVICE THEM

BIKES & SCOOTERS IN STOCK
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
MOT’S, REPAIRS & SPARES

WE CAN COLLECT YOUR BIKE

TEL/FAX: 01939 232223

www.tonymossmotorcycles.co.uk

56 ASTON STREET,
WEM,

SY4 5AU

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
M.O.T. TESTING

SERVICING
RESTORATION

RECOVERY SERVICE
COURTESY CARS

MICROCAR QUADRICYCLES
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C.R. CLEANING
CARPETS - ORIENTAL RUGS - UPHOLSTERY- OVENS

EXPERTLY CLEANED
- STAIN GUARD PROTECTOR
- HOUSEHOLD CLEANING (SPRING CLEANS)
- INSURANCE WORK (FLOOD & SMOKE DAMAGE)
- DAILY OFFICE CLEANING CONTRACTS
  FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE

DAVID NIXON: OFFICE 01948 880994  MOBILE 07980 635594

Open:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  9am - 5pm

Wednesday & Saturday 9am -1pm

Excellent  Quality
Excellent Workmanship

Extensive Range

Axminsters * Wiltons * Marley * Flotex * Tomkinson *
Huega

FREE FITTING
4 MORRIS SHOPPING PARK WEM

WEM: 01939 233661 or ELLESMERE: 01691 624422

MARK SHERRY
BUILDING SERVICES

26 BARLEYFIELDS, WEM, SY4 5LU
01939 236486 07812 132110

Julie67@orange.net
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Daryl R. Hasleham
Clock, Watch & Gun Repairs

10b HIGH STREET                                                                     34-35 HATTON GARDEN
WEM                                                                                                LONDON EC1N 8DX
SHROPSHIRE                                                                                     Tel: 020 7242 1708
SY4 5AA                                                                                            Mob: 07956 317251
Tel: 01939 235944                                                   Email:darylhasleham@hotmail.co.uk

01939 220250 / 220131
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WRIGHT NEWS
Newspapers & Magazines

Home Delivery Service
Confectionery & Drinks

Stationery & Cards
Ice Cream & Slush

37 High Street, Wem

01939 236622

  REIKI
        & Five Element Reiki
What can Reiki do for you?
Reiki treatments last an hour
and the benefits are many:
Deep Relaxation
Reduce Stress and anxiety
Boost energy levels
Help relieve pain
Enjoy a better quality of life and more.

One day course in Reiki levels 1 & level 2

Two day course in Reiki Master/Teacher

Contact Ingrid Bariosco for details

Tel. 01939 234712
e-mail ingridatalternativehealth.com

Newton Meadows Cottages

Wem Road, Harmer Hill, Shrewsbury
SY4 3EA

                Tel: 01939 290346
newtonmeadows@hotmail.com

www.newtonmeadows.co.uk

· Moving house and need
temporary accommodation?

· Having friends or family to stay
but not enough room?

· Or just wanting a break away
in one of our Self Catering cottages?

· Our comfortable fully equipped
4* cottages may be the answer?

               For more details
               Visit our website, email or
               ring Mr & Mrs Simcox

KYNASTONS OF WEM
REPAIRS TO

WASHING MACHINES
DISHWASHERS

COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS

VACUUM CLEANERS ETC
Serving Wem & District

For over 30 years
For expert service

Tel. KEVIN
01939 233070
07970 777618

Spares supplied for
DIY REPAIRS

Guaranteed repairs
Sensible prices
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LES WEATHERHEAD

01948 830 443

Wem Playmates
Nursery
From 3mnths to 5yrs

Funding available for 2 and 3 year olds

Happy, comfortable and secure learning
 environment

Qualified experienced staff

Ofsted report (May 2013) -
“Children enjoy their time and are happy and

settled in this friendly nursery.”

Committee run organisation

Call Jenny on 01939 233643

Registered charity no. 1124797
Ofsted no. EY454398

Unit 1 Wem Business Park, Wem. Shropshire
SY4 5JX

emaundandsons@googlemail.com
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● In pain?
● Sporting injuries?
● Postural problems?
● Migraines?
● Stressed?
● Depressed?
● Recovering from illness?

Hands for Healing

SUE RIGBY 01939 233466

07531 139387
At Gemini with Beauty Within

●Quantum Touch
●Reiki

Brite Start Cleaning Ltd for your home and office
From Brite Start you will receive a professional, efficient
cleaning service tailored to your individual requirements.
We can do weekly / fortnightly or special one-off cleans
such as deep cleans, end of tenancy cleans or after
events.  We will leave your home or office sparkling.  We
are locally based in Wem and we are not a franchise.
All our staff are uniformed, fully vetted and fully insured.

Please take a look at the video on our website

For a free no obligation quote
Tel 01939 714002

info@britestartcleaning.co.uk
www.britestartcleaning.co.uk
Registered office
 36 Station Rd Wem Shropshire SY4 5BH
Registered No 7905353
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United Services (Wem) Club Ltd.
29 Leek Street, Wem, SY4 5EP - Tel: 01939 232806

Private members’ club Membership fees £10.05 (ordinary)/£5.05 (Seniors, concessions)

Membership includes:
Function room and kitchen hire, rates start at £30; Sports amenities;

Regular entertainments nights
A welcoming atmosphere, many attractive facilities, competitive prices.

Join today; simply call in for an application form!

DELICIOUS HOME COOKED FOOD AND SUPERB SELECTION
OF FINE WINES & ALES
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CARPET CLEANING
CLEANED - DEODORISED - STAIN PROTECTED AND DRY

IN AROUND 30 MINUTES
+ HELP TO MOVE FURNITURE IF REQUIRED

DRY FUSION FROM VALUE VALET; YOUR LOCAL CARPET CLEANER

CALL TONY: 01939 233362
www.value-valet.co.uk

Call to arrange appointment
Tel: 01939 235880   Mobile: 07794 524347

13 Aston Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AY (by the railway station)

+ suite cleaning

The Fruitful Deli
Delicatessen & Fresh Produce.

A Range of Cheeses.
Local Meats, Cheeses and Artisan Bread.
Business Lunches and Outside Catering.

Tel: 01939 232682  email: the-fruitful-deli@hotmail.co.uk

17 High Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5AA
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TONY PAUL

 Repairs to:

WASHING MACHINES
COOKERS etc

Quality service assured

Tel:01939 231002

Tess Hewson
  Lynn Williams

AVANTE

quality therapists & quality
treatments in a quality

environment

complementary therapies

7 Maypole Court, Wem
01939 236965
www.harmonycentres.co.uk

Treatments include: Acupuncture,
Chiropractic, Foot Care, Massage,
Osteopathy & Counselling

JR GIBSON
COUNTRYSIDE

SERVICES

National Proficiency test
Council qualified in:

Tree work & felling
Hedgelaying, Coppicing & Maintenance

Knapsack spraying of drive, pathway, lawn weed control

Field/paddock topping
Contract log splitting

Mole catching
Fencing, field gate hanging, stone walling

Tractor mounted post borer & post knocker
Well Seasoned Hardwood Logs

CALL:

 01939 220248
0777 9994613
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Chris will be pleased to help and advise you on the following dates:

Saturday, 26th September – 9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.
Saturday, 31st October – 9.00 a.m.  to  10.00 a.m.
Saturday, 28th November – 9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.

Venue:  The Fire Station, High Street, Wem

If you have any issues I can help with between Surgeries, please feel
free to write to me at Dwyfor 37 Kynaston Drive Wem SY4 5DE or

email chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk

Councillor Chris Mellings

Surgery Dates
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A SMALL EXCLUSIVE, NEWLY BUILT
OUTDOOR CATTERY IN A GARDEN SETTING

OPEN ALL YEAR
HEATED CHALETS

LISTED BOARDING CATTERY
THE LAURELS
FOXHOLES

WEM SHROPSHIRE
SY4 5UJ

01939 232646
fox.cat@hotmail.co.uk

Visitors welcome for viewing
(between Lowe Hill & Whixall)

FOXHOLES BOARDING
CATTERY

Home Tuition

MATHS/ENGLISH

8-16 year olds
DBS checked
References

Alan Cliff: 01939 234790
07791 212196

We provide support to sole traders and
small businesses in Shropshire by offer-
ing the following services:

· Bookkeeping
· Accounts
· Tax Returns
· VAT returns
· Payroll
· Budgeting & Forecasting

We will agree a price up front and you can
also spread the cost by monthly payments
helping your cashflow.

To arrange a free initial consultation call
Marie on 07932680858

Company no: 08356356 registered in England
& Wales
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WEM BUTCHERS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

Prop. A.E. OLIVER

GAME MEAT

FRESH POULTRY

DAILY LOCAL DELIVERIES

A VARIETY OF SAUSAGES
HOME COOKED PIES

SELECTION OF BAR-B-Q MEATS
FREEZER MEATS

ALL HOME BAKED COOKED MEATS

PHONE 232435
6 HIGH STREET, WEM

TOWBARS SUPPLIED & FITTED
PLUS: TOWING ACCESSORIES

MOTOR HOME SECURITY
CYCLE CARRIERS

DOMESTIC TRAILERS
UNIT 2 BENBOW BUSINESS PARK

HARLESCOTT LANE SHREWSBURY
SY1 3FA

01743 467272www.saloptowing.co.uk
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SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR PAULINE DEE
REPRESENTING WEM, WEM RURAL & WHIXALL

I USUALLY HAVE A MOBILE SURGERY ON A THURSDAY MORNING STARTING AT
WEM SENIOR CLUB BEFORE VISITING WEM BAPTIST CHURCH (BOTH  CHAPEL ST WEM)

AND FINALLY WEM TOWN HALL FOR THE MARKET.
If you would prefer to make an appointment to see me at any other time please

telephone 01939 233037 or send an email to:
Pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

PAULINE DEE

Piano & Theory
Tuition

Lessons available in
piano & theory

Qualified teacher with 25
years experience

Adults & children welcome
DBS checked

Contact: Katy Higgins

01939 236189

01939 235651
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Lost a button?
Hem come undone?
Need a new zipper?

For all your repairs, alterations
and sewing requirements

Contact:
Sue
On

01948 841076
Or

07876 308062

Sudeley, Church Lane, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5HS

Neil Hughes
Roofing

01939 233509 / 07813850263

Slating & Tiling Contractor
Chimney Pointing, Lead Work and Moss

Removal.
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COUNTY
SECURITY

24HR EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

LOCK CHANGES AND REPAIRS  UPVC SPECIALIST FOR DOORS & WINDOWS
 LOCK UPGRADES TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

OIL TANK / EXTERNAL GATE SECURITY / SAFE & GUN CABINETS
BARS / GRILLS & SECURITY SCREENS
A FAMILY RAN BUSINESS SINCE 1995

CALL TONY MORGAN ON:
Office: 01939232906
Mobile: 07860111544

E mail: tonydynolocks@btinternet.com
SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT

      LOCKSMITH COTTAGE, TILLEY VILLAGE, SY4 5HE
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Justine’s Gems
The Jewellers and Watchmakers of Wem

Clock & Watch Repairs
Jewellery Repairs & Ring Sizing
Bespoke Handmade Jewellery
Pearl Re-Stringing
Free Estimates
Valuations

Phone: 01939 235 944
10b High Street

Wem
Shropshire
SY4 5AA

Join Chapel Street Dental Plan
Only £12.50 per month

Includes
1 Dental Examination per year

3 Hygienist visits
All X-rays

10% Discount on all fillings
Holiday & Out of Hours Insurance + More

Tel. 01939 232864
www.spadental.co.uk/wem

wem@spadental.co.uk
16 Chapel Street, Wem, SY4 5ER

The Old Rectory Hotel is a real haven of comfort
and style, where individually styled rooms, home

grown produce and friendly professional staff
are part of the experience.

Weddings, Functions,
Christenings and parties

New courtyard marquee
Catering for wedding receptions up to 120
guests and casual parties up to 200 guests

For bookings, enquiries and Special offers
Tel: 01939 233233

Lowe Hill Road, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5UA
Or visit www.oldrectorywem.co.uk

Small is beautiful &
style is everything

OLD RECTORY HOTEL
AND WEDDING VENUE
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T e l: 07 7 7 3 118 2 6 9
F re e p h o n e : 08 00 7 4 7 1 9 7 5

G . J . WA T T O N

T re e S e rv ic e s

PLEASE  PHONE FOR
FREE  ESTIMATE

•All kinds of trees expertly
felled, topped and pruned
•Hedges trimmed
•All kinds of Cherry, Fruit,
Conifers, Silver Birch
Trees  carefully pruned
•All rubbish removed
•N P T C Qualified
•Fully Insured
•Registered Waste Carrier
•Competitive Prices

Fast efficient service for your Letters/
Reports/Assignments
A Curriculum Vitae? – Advice given on
content and letters of application
Data Entry
Telephone Answering Service

Call : 01939 236600
valpovall@trebles.free-online.co.uk

WEM TRAVEL

Private Hire
Friendly Lady driver
17yrs Experience

Local Work
Shopping etc

Pre-Book

01939 233673
07971 291928

102 Lowe Hill Road Wem SY4 5UT

Shaw Clean
     SOLUTIONS

SUPERB CLEANING
●  CARPETS          ●  STONE

       ●  UPHOLSTERY     ●  TILE & GROUT
       ●  LEATHER          ●  WOOD
       ●  RUGS          ●  DRIVEWAYS
       ●  CURTAINS          ●  PATIOS
       ●  MATTRESSES     ●  DECKING
       ●  STAIN REMOVAL & PROTECTION

Tim & Nicki Shaw offer FREE advice & quotes,
fully insured. Wem & surrounding areas contact;

0800 612 8817 /  07976 559 072

www.shawcleansolutions.co.uk

Recommended & used by leading home fur-
nishing retailers, 16 years experience.
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H
illc

op Bank

BOARDING KENNELS
Set in the beautiful North Shropshire

countryside we have nine purpose
built kennels for the more pampered
pooch. All dogs walked twice daily.

Hillcop Bank Farm
Aston Road

Wem
Shrewsbury

SY4 5SB
(Between Aston & Lee Brockhurst)

Tel: 01939 232102
Mobile: 07762 188425

A caring team of Dentists
& Hygienists

Mrs S Singh BDS
Mr D Singh BDS
Dental care plans

available

Garden & home
Maintenance

For all your gardening and home
DIY jobs

· Grass cutting
· Hedges & fencing
· Borders dug & planted
· Painting & decorating
· All home & DIY jobs

Phone Steve Pearce on
01939 234218

WEM
BOOKSHOP

Proprietor K. L. Jones

Customer Orders
Book Tokens

81 High Street
Wem

Shropshire
SY4 5DR

Tel. 01939 234377
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Vintage Allsorts
Full house clearance service

Garages, Lofts & Sheds cleared

We buy Antiques, Vintage Collectables, Jewellery, Silver, Militaria & Furniture.
4 Drawwell House, Noble Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5DZ

07812 519663 01939 235072

Tim.raven@yahoo.co.uk
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R.N. Wood Solutions
TOP QUALITY, AFFORDABLE AND CUSTOM

MADE GARDEN BUILDINGS SUCH AS:
GARDEN SHEDS, SUMMER HOUSES,

 AVIARIES, CHICKEN HOUSING,
DOG + CAT HOUSING

ORDER NOW ON:
01939 235985

www.rnwoodsolutions.co.uk
Unit E4, Wem Ind. Estate, Wem

Shropshire, SY4 5SO

IAN CLIFF
Lawnmower, Chainsaw
& Garden Machinery
Sales: Service : Repairs

Inc.

Wem Tool Hire
All types of professional &

DIY tools for hire

28a ASTON STREET, WEM
Tel: 234711

iancliff-gardenmachinery@spunwebs.net
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